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OF 

CONFIDENCE AND FRIENDSHIP 

^ AYITH WHICH 


THEY HAVE HONOURED ME 




NOTE 


The material on which this biography is founded 
consists mainly, of course, of the papers collected at 
Hawarden. Besides that vast accumulation, I have 
been favoured with several thousands of other pieces 
.from the legion of Mr. Gladstone’s correspondents. 
Between two and three hundred thousand written 
papers of one sort or another must have passed 
under my view. To some important journals and 
papers from other sources I have enjoyed free access, 
and my warm thanks are due to those who have 
generously' lent me this valuable aid. I am especially 
indebted to the King for the liberality with which 
his Majesty has been graciously pleased to sanction 
the use of certain documents, in cases where the 
permission of the Sovereign was required. 

When I submitted an application for the same 
purpose to “ Queen Victoria, in readily promising 
her favourable consideration, the Queen added a 
- message - strongly impressing on me that the work 
I was about to undertake should not be handled 
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NOTE 


in the narrow way of party. Tins injuncti on repre- 
sents my own clear view of the spirit in which the 
history of a career so memorable a S Mr. Gladstone’s 
should be composed. That, to be sure, is not at 
all inconsistent with our regarding party feeling 
in its honourable sense, as entirely the reverse of 
an infirmity. 

The diaries from which I have often quoted consist 

ferif tittb W.V.s j.v columns, intended to 

do little more than record persons seen, or books 
lead, or letters mitten as tho days passed by. 
From tlicso diaries come several of tho mottoes pie- 
fixed to our chaptcis; such mottoes me marked 
by an asterisk. 

The trustees and other members of Mr. Gladstone's 
family have extended to mo a uniform kindness and 
consideration and an absolutely Unstinted confidence, 
for which I can never cease to own them my heartiest 
acknowledgment. They left with the writer an 
unqualified and undivided responsibility for these 
pages, and for tho use of the material that they 
entrusted to him. Whatever may prove to lie amiss, 
whether in leaving out "r putting in or putting 
"lame, the blame is "hollv mino. 

d. M. 


IMA 





i : *'<->< /•.' / / / 


U, UU: iU t "A‘:MN 

n:. vxr.fi r.vuU 'a »s-- nr.u- *■ \ 

i". PK^Th iff ‘-51: i:i *{;}.')'.■] 5'?T.f. , 

v. f>ir,}r,v’t i'U-j:- •*•:•>.•?.* ••!*>:; vuiv.si** 

vi. PMu:- 

vji. 7ni:x.u<"- -vn.t.rn: wn«:n4ir-- 

viii, r\*ii or itoij.nio:.’ . 


Jti'OK IV 



r. tin; o\u.miiN 
if. Tin; Tntr.Mj'if Ar 185.'! 



VIII 


CONTENTS 


cn*nrB riot 

III THE CPI3IFVS WAP 470 

IV OYFORD REFORM — OPEN CIMI S>EP\ ICE 4<I0 

V VV VP FINANCE— TAX OR LOIN 013 

M CRISIS 01 18^0 VND BTEVKUP 01 THE PEEUTEX o21 

\Il POLITIC CL ISOLATION 514 

Mil GENEl V.L ELECTION — NPW SIARPI4CF LAW 55S 

l\ Tlir srcOND DFFB\ GOVERNMENT 574 

\ Till IONI V,N ISLVNDS 594 

Y1 JL NOTION WITH THE lIbFRVLS 621 


DOOA V 


(i$ 9 lb&>) 

I Tlir ITYLICN I FV OLUTTON 635 

II TIIL GREVT BUPGFT 632 

III B \TTLF FOI FCONOMV ** C 7 C 

n THE SPIRIT OF CIADSTOVIVN IIVANCF GS*> 

\ \MniIl AN Cl' II W II 703 

M DEITJI 01 11 UI\I>&— DAYS IT I VLSI ORAL 721 

Ml OVI IB VI DI— 'DENMA 1 K 7 tl 

Mil ADV VNCE IN TLIILIC lOSITION ANI) OTHErW ISF 75 r > 

I\ PI FI VT VT OYFORD— DI ATII OF I OUP I VLMErSTON 

— I \i LUMFNT\r\ LrvPEPsinp 772 

\ SI V.TITI S FCCl LSI VSTIC VL 792 

Yl lOri/LlK ESTIMATES JjOl 

mi jrmjs 814 

\iii riiouM 832 

\iv thi RTFtrrLF for iioisrimip wm \n s'C 

YV OIFMNP 01 THE II IS 1 I C IMP III N 871 

•* \U irisiF siiN/sTFr 8 S 3 


/ OOK I I 


(/v/ ini 

i itriiFiois rgi ai m 8°l 

II rirCT Cl! UTFI 01 \N A< RAI UN MVOUTICN f »15 

III FDU YT10N— Till CU FEI \Np T1IF T1UNTS U 

IV TUT >1 VNCO CLI MVN W \l 950 

\ \rrnuam vnp annexation 972 

V I Tlir 1 LA< X ‘•f ' $*3 

Ml *l»w H V Oik <r \ i 1 1 NT O 1 " 

Mil \LTistN 01 ih71— iruiNr oi rouuipin 1011 



IBook £ 

JS00-JS3I 

INTRODUCTORY 

I AM -well aware that to try to write Mr. Gladstone’s life at all 
— the life of a man who held an imposing place in many high 
national transactions, whose character and career may be 
regarded in such various lights, whoso interests were so 
manifold, and whose years bridged so long a span of time — 
is a stroke of temerity. Xo try to write his life to-day, is to 
push temerity still further. The ashes of controversy, in 
which he was much concerned, are still hot; perspective, 
scale, relation, must all while we stand so near be difficult 
to adjust. Not all particulars, more especially of the 
latest marches in his wide campaign, can be disclosed with- 
out risk of unjust pain to persons now alive. Yet to defer 
the task for thirty or forty years has plain drawbacks too. 
Interest growsless vivid; truth becomes harder to find out: 
memories pale and colour fades. And if in one sense a 
statesman’s# contemporaries, even after death has abated the 
storm and temper of faction, can scarcely judge him, yet in 
another sense they who breathe the same air as he breathed, 
who know at close quarters the jmoblems that faced him, the 
materials with which he had to work, the limitations of his 
time — such must be the best, if not the only true memorialists 
and recorders. 

Every reader will perceive that perhaps the sharpest of 
all the many difficulties of my task has been to draw the line 
between history and biography — between the fortunes of the 
community and the exploits, thoughts, and purposes of the 
individual who had so marked a share in them. In the case 
of \ of letters, in whose lives our literature is admirably 
rich, this difficulty happily for their authors and for our 
delight does not arise. But where the subject is a man who 

vol. i. a 
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)K was four times at the head of tho government— no phantom, 

, hut dictator — and -who held this oihce of first minister for a 

longer tirao than any other statesman in the reign of tho 
Queen, how can wo tell tho story of his -works and da) s with- 
out reference, and ample reference to tho courso of events 
over whoso unrolling he presided, and out of which he nntlo 
lustor) ? It is true that what interests tho world m Mr 
Gladstone is even more what ho was, than what ho did, 
his brilliancy, charm and power, tho endless surprises, his 
dualism or xnoro than dualism, his vicissitudes of opinion, 
his subtleties of mental progress, his strange union of 
qualities never elsewhere found together, lus striking un- 
likeness to other men in whom great and free nations liavo 
for long periods placed their trust I am not suro that tho 
incessant search for clues through this labyrinth would not 
end in anal) sis and disquisition, that might bo no great 
improvement oven upon political history Mr Glodstono 
said of reconstruction of tho income tax that ho only did 
not call tho task herculean because Hercules could not 
ha\o dono it Assuredly, I am not presumptuous enough 
to suppose that this diihcult) of fixing tho precise scale 
between history nnd biography lias boon successfully over- 
come b) me It may bo tint Hercules lumsclf would 
have succeeded little better 

Sorao may think in this connection tli it I havo made tho 
preponderance of politics excessive in tho story of a genius 
of signal versatile v, to whom politics were only one interest 
among many No doubt speeches del ates 1 ills divisions 
motions and mananvri** of party, like tho manna that fed 
the children of Israel m tho v ildemcss lose thur savour and 
power of nutriment on tho second day Yet afur all it rns 
to his thoughts Ins purposes his ideals lus jw rfurtnnmns ns 
statesman m all the w idol significance of that lofty and 
honourable designation that Mr GltubUnno owti tho lasting 
substance of his fime lb life wax ever 'nrtnthj nr** rW* 
he said *tn imrXitt'j V e tiidifuft"? * ot Aw cun'ri/' Here 
wc mark a sgn.il trait Not fir two cmtum-. the 

historic strife of anghcan ami puritan had < ir t* , tnd | 
ducod a ruler m who n th* rthgi ms motiv was | af» w m* 

In the hke drgnt He vr amt only a j-diti alf claim 
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moral force. He strove to use all tlie powers of His own 
genius and the powers of the state for moral purposes and 
religious. Nevertheless his mission in all its forms was 
action. He had none of that detachment, often found 
among superior minds, which we honour for its disinterest- 
edness, even while we lament its impotence in result. The 
track in which he moved, the instruments that he employed, 
were the track and the instruments, the sword and the 
trowel, of political action ; and what is called the Gladstonian 
era was distinctively a political era. 

On this I will permit myself a few words more. The 
detailed history of Mr. Gladstone as theologian and church- 
man will not be found in these pages, and nobody is more 
sensible than their writer of the gap. Mr. Gladstone cared 
as much for the church as he cared for the state ; he thought 
of the church as the soul of the state; he believed the 
attainment by the magistrate of the ends of government to 
depend upon religion ; and he was sure that the strength of 
a state corresponds to the religious strength and soundness 
of the community of which the state is the civil organ. I 
should have been wholly wanting in biographical fidelity, not 
to make this clear and superabundantly clear. Still a writer 
inside Mr. Gladstone’s church and in full and active sym- 
pathy with him on this side of mundane and supramundane 
things, would undoubtedly have treated the subject differ- 
ently from any writer outside. No amount of candour or good 
- faith — and in these essentials I believe that I have not fallen 
short — can be a substitute for the confidence and ardour of 
an adherent, in the heart of those to whom the church 
stands first. Here is one of the difficulties of this complex 
case. Yet here, too, there may be some trace of compensa- 
tion. If the reader has been drawn into the whirlpools of 
the political Charybdis, he might not even in far worthier 
hands than mine have escaped the rocky headlands of the 
ecclesiastic Scylla. For churches also have their parties. 

Lord Salisbury, the distinguished man who followed Mr. 
Gladstone in a longer tenure of power than his, called him ‘ a 
great Christian ’ ; and nothing could be more true or better 
worth saying. He not only accepted the doctrines of that 
faith as he believed them to be held by his own communion ; 
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lie sedulously strove to apply tho noblest moralities of it to 
• tbo affairs botli of his own nation and of the commonwealth 
of nations. It was a supreme experiment. People will 
perhaps some day wonder that many of those who derided 
the experiment and reproached its author, failed to see that 
they were making manifest in this a wholesale scepticism 
as to truths that they professed to prize, far deeper and more 
destructive than the doubts and disbeliefs of tho gentiles in 
tho outer courts. 

, The epoch, as the reader knows, was what Air. Gladstone 
called ‘ an agitated and expectant age.’ Some stages of his 
career mark stages of the first importance in tho history of 
English party, on which so much in tho working of our 
constitution hangs. His name is associated with a record 
of arduous and fruitful legislative work and administrative 
improvement, equalled by none of tho great men who have 
grasped tho holm of tho British state. Tho intensity of his 
mind, and tho length of years through which ho held pre- 
siding office, enabled him to impress for good in all tho 
departments of government his" own severo standard of 
public duty and personal exactitude. He was tho chief force, 
propelling, restraining, guiding his country at many decisive 
moments. Then how many surprises and what seeming 
paradox. Devotedly attached to tho church, ho was tho 
agent in tho overthrow of establishment in ono of tho threo 
kingdoms, and in an attempt to overthrow it in tho Princi- 
pally. Entering public life with vehement aversion to tho 
recent dislodgmcnt ot tho landed aristocracy as tho main- 
spring of parliamentary power, he lent himself to two further 
enormously extensivo changes in tho constitutional centre of 
gravity. With a lifelong beliof in parliamentary deliberation 
as tho grand security for judicious laws and national control 
over executive act, ho yet at a certain stago betook himself 
with magical result to direct and individual appeal to tho 
great masses of his countrymen, and the world beheld tho 
astonishing spectaclo of a politician with tho microscopic 
subtlety of n thirteenth contury schoolman wielding at will 
tho now democracy in what has been called * tho country of 
plain men.' A firm and trained economist, and no friend 
to socialism, yet by his legislation upon land in ItCO ami 
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1881 lie wrote tlie opening chapter in a volume on which 
many an unexpected page in the history of Property is 
destined to be inscribed. Statesmen do far less than they 
suppose, far less than is implied in their resounding fame, 
to augment the material prosjierity of nations, but in this 
province Mr. Gladstone’s name stands at the topmost height. 
Yet no ruler that ever lived felt more deeply the truth — for 
which I know no better words than Channing’s — that to 
improve man’s outward condition is not to improve man 
himself: this must come from each man’s endeavour within 
his own breast : without that there can bo little ground for 
social hope. Well was it said to him, ‘You have so lived 
and wrought that you have kept the soul alive in England.’ 
Not in England onty was this felt. He was sometimes 
charged with lowering the sentiment, the lofty and fortifying 
sentiment, of national pride. At least it is a ground for 
national pride that he, the son of English training, practised 
through long years in the habit and tradition of English 
'public life, standing for long years foremost in accepted 
authority and renown before the eye of England, so conquered 
imagination and attachment in other lands, that when the 
end came it was thought no extravagance for one not an 
Englishman to say, ‘ On the day that Mr. Gladstone died, the 
world has lost its greatest citizen.’ The reader who revolves 
all this will know why I began by speaking of temerity. 

That my book should be a biography without trace of 
bias, no reader will expect. There is at least no bias against 
the truth ; but indifferent neutrality in a work produced, as 
this is, in the spirit of loyal and affectionate remembrance, 
would be distasteful, discordant, and impossible. I should be 
heartily sorry if there were no signs of partiality and no 
evidence of prepossession. On the other hand there is, I 
trust, no importunate advocacy or tedious assentation. He 
was great man enough to stand in need of neither. Still 
less has it been needed, in order to exalt him, to disparage 
others with whom he came into strong collision. His own 
funeral orations from time to time on some who were in one 
degree or another his antagonists, prove that this petty and 
ungenerous method would have been to him of all men 
most repugnant. Then to pretend that for sixty years, with 
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all * the varying wenther of the mind/ he traversed in every 
zone the restless ocean of a great nation’s shifting and com- 
plex politics, without many a faulty tack and many a wrong 
reckoning, would indeed be idle. No such claim is set up 
by rational men for Pym, Cromwell, Walpole, Washington, 
or either Pitt. It is not set up for any of the three contem- 
poraries of Mr. Gladstone whoso names live with the three 
most momentous transactions of liis age — Cavour, Lincoln, 
Bismarck. To suppose, again, that in ever}' one of the many 
subjects touched by him, besides exhibiting the rango of his 
powers and the diversity of his interests, lie made a"biding 
contributions to thought and knowledge, is to ignore the 
jealous conditions under which such contributions come. 
To say so much as this is to mako but a small deduction 
from the total of a grand account. 

I have not reproduced the full toxt of Letters in the pro- 
portion customary in English biography. Tho existing mass 
of his letters is enormous. But then an enormous propor- 
tion of them touch on affairs of public business, on which 
they shed littlo now light. Even when ho writes in his 
kindest and most cordial vein to friends to whom ho is most 
warmly attached, it is usually a letter of business. Ho 
deals freely and genially with tho points in hand, and then 
without play of gossip, salutation, or compliment, lio passes 
on his way. Ho lias in his letters littlo of that spirit in 
which his talk often abounded, of disengagement, pleasant 
colloquy, happy raillery, and all tho other undefined things 
that mako tlio correspondence of so many men whoso 
business was literature, such dolightful reading for the idler 
hour of an industrious dny. It is perhaps worth adding that 
tho asterisks denoting an omitted passago hide no piquant hit, 
no personality, no indiscretion ; tho omission is in ever}' caso 
duo to consideration of space. Without theso asterisks and 
other omissions, nothing would havo been easier than to 
oxpand theso three volumes into a hundred. I think nothing 
relevant is lost. Nobody over had fower secrets, nobody ever 
lived and wrought in fuller sunlight. 
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CHILDHOOD 
( 1S09—JS21 ) 

I know not why commerce in England should not have its old 
families, rejoicing to he connected with commerce from generation 
to generation. It has been so in other countries ; I trust it will he 
so in this country. — Gladstone. 

The dawn of tlie life of the great and famous man who is our 
subject in these memoirs has been depicted with homely «. 
simplicity by his own hand. With this fragment of a record 
it is perhaps best for me to begin our journey. ‘I was 
born/ he says, ‘on December 29, 1809/ at 62 Rodney Street, 
Liverpool. ‘ I was baptized, I believe, in the parish church 
of St. Peter. My godmother was my elder sister Anne, 
then just seven years old, who died a perfect saint in the 
beginning of the year 1829. In her later years she lived in 
close relations with me, and I must have been much worse 
but for her. Of my godfathers, one was a Scotch episco- 
palian, Mr. Eraser of , whom I hardly ever saw or heard 

of; the other a presbyterian, Mr. G. Grant, a junior partner 
of my father’s/ The child was named William Ewart, after 
his father’s friend, an immigrant Scot and a merchant like 
himself, and father of a younger William Ewart, who 
became member for Liverpool, and did good public service 
in parliament. 

Before proceeding to the period of my childhood, properly 
so-called, I will here insert a few words about my family. My 
maternal grandfather was known as Provost Robertson of Dingwall, 
a man held, I believe, in the highest respect. His wife was a 

Mackenzie of [Cord]. His circumstances must have been good 

7 
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Of his three sons, one went into the army, and I recollect him as 
Captain Robertson (I hat e a seal which he gat e me, a three sided 
cairngorm Cost him 7 k guineas) The other two took mercantile 
positions When rav parents made a Scotch tour m 1820 21 with, 
I think, their four sons, the freedom of Dingwall was presented to 
us all , 1 with my father, and there was large visiting at the houses 
of the Rosa shire gentry I think the line of my grandmother was 
stouth episcopalian and Jacobite hut, coming outside the 
■western highlands, the first at least was soon rubbed down Tho 
proa ost, I think, came from a \ ounger branch of tho Robertsons 
of Struan 

On m\ father s side the matter is more complex Tho history 
< f the family has been traced at tbc desire of my eldest brother and 
my own, bj Sir W llliam Fraser, the highest In mg authority 2 He 
has carried us up to a rather remote period, I ihink before 
riizabeth, but has not 3 et been able to connect us with the earliest 
known holders of the name, w hich with the aid of charter chests 
I 10 hopes to do Some things are plain and not without interest 
Thej were a race of borderers There is still an old Gledstancs 
or Gladstone castle The) formed a family m Sweden in tho 
sci cntccnth centum The explanation of this ma} ha\ c been that, 
when the union of the crowns led to the extinction of border 
fighting the} took icruco liko Sir Dngald Dilgcttj under 
Gustatus Adolphus, and in this caso parsed from semeo to 
settlement I hate neter heard of them in Scotland until aftci 
the Restoration otherwise than as persons of familj At that 
period there are trices of their baaing been fined In public 
authority, hut not for any ordman criminal offence From this 
time forward I find no trace of their gcntilitj During the 
eighteenth century thet arc, I think, principally traced In a line 
of maltsters (no doubt a small Justness then) m Lanarkshire 
Their names are recorded on tombstones in the church} an! of 
Biggar I remember going as a child or l*o\ to ft c the represents 
tnc of that l ranch, cither in 1^20 or some 3 cars earlier, who was 
a small watchmaker m that town He was of the same gc ticrntion 
it* mt father but came, I understood, from a senior brother of tin 

* The tree*! n -wa. f nnally be * S r V> lilUro Ffiitr «I«J in 
*toirc<I on 1 im in 1^53 
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family. I do not know whether his line is extinct. There also seem 
to be some stray Gladstones who are found at Yarmouth and in 
Yorkshire. 1 

My father’s father seems from his letters to have been an 
excellent man and a wise parent : his wife a woman of energy. 
There are pictures of them at Fasque, by Eaeburn. He was a 
merchant, in Scotch phrase j that is to say, a shopkeeper dealing in 
corn and stores, and my father as a lad served in his shop. But 
he also sent a ship or ships to the Baltic ; and I believe that my 
father, whose energy soon began to outtop that of all the very 
large family, went in one of these ships at a very early age as a 
supercargo, an appointment then, I think, common. But he soon 
quitted a nest too small to hold him. He was born in December 
1764 : and I have (at Ha warden) a reprint of the Liverpool Directory 
for 178 — , in which his name appears as a partner in the firm of 
Messrs. Corrie, corn merchants. 

Here his force soon began to be felt as a prominent and then a 
foremost member of the community. A liberal in the early period 
of the century, he drew to Mr. Canning, and brought that states- 
man as candidate to Liverpool in 1812, by personally offering to 
guarantee his expenses at a time when, though prosperous, he 
could hardly have been a rich man. His services to the town were 


1 Researches into the ancestry of 
the Gladstone family have been made 
by Sir William Eraser, Professor 
John Veitch, and Mrs. Oliver of 
Thornwood. Besides his special 
investigation of the genealogy of the 
'family, Sir W. Eraser devoted some 
pages in the Douglas Book to the 
Gledstanes of Gledstanes. The sur- 
name of Gledstanes occurs at a very 
early period in the records of Scot- 
land. Families of that name acquired 
considerable landed estates in the 
counties of Lanark, Peebles, Rox- 
burgh, and Dumfries. The old castle 
of Gledstanes, now in ruins, was the 
principal mansion of the family. The 
first of the name who has been found 
on record is Herbert de Gledstanes, 
who swore fealty to Edward I. in 
1296 for lands in the county of Lan- 
ark. The Gledstanes long held the 
office of bailie under the Earls of 
Douglas, and the connection between 
the two families seems to have lasted 


until the fall of the Douglas family. 
The Gledstanes still continued to 
figure for many generations on the 
border. About the middle of the 
eighteenth century two branches of 
the family — the Gledstanes of Cock- 
law and of Craigs — failed in the direct 
male line. Mr. Gladstone was de- 
scended from a third branch, the 
Gledstanes of Arthurshiel in Lanark- 
shire. The first of this line who has 
been traced is William Gledstanes, 
who in the year 1551 was laird of 
Arthurshiel. His lineal descendants 
continued as owners of that property 
till William Gledstanes disposed of 
it and went to live in the town of 
Biggar about the year 1679. This 
William Gledstanes was Mr. Glad- 
stone’s great-great-grandfather. The 
connection between these three 
branches and Herbert de Gledstanes 
of 1296 has not been ascertained, but 
he was probably the common ancestor 
of them all. 
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testified by gifts of plate, now m the possession of the elder lines 
✓ of his descendants, and by a remarkable subscription of six 
thousand pounds raised to enable him to contest the borough of 
Lancaster, for which he sat in the parliament of 1818 

At his demise, m December 1851, the value of his estate was, I 
think, near -£600,000 My father was a successful merchant, but 
considering his long life and means of accumulation, the result 
represents a success secondary m comparison with that of others 
avhom m native talent and energy he much surpassed It was a 
large and strong nature, simple though hasty, profoundly 
affectionate and capable of the highest devotion in the lines of 
duty and of lov e. I think that his intellect was a littlo intemperate, 
though not his character In his old age, spent mainly m retire 
xnent, ho was our constant [centre of] social and domestic life 
My mother, a beautiful and admirable woman, failed in health and 
left him a widower in 1835, when she was G2 

He then turns to the records of bis own childhood, a 
period that ho regarded as closing in September 1821, when 
he was sent to Eton Ho begins with ono or two juvenile 
performances in no way differing from those of any other 
infant — nauta projectus humi the inannor flung by force 
of tho waves naked and helpless ashore Ho believes that 
ho was strong and healthy, and came well through his 
childish ailments 

My next recollection belongs to tho ponod of Mr Canning’s 
first election for Liv erpool, in the month of October of the year 
1812 Much entertaining went on in my father’s house, where 
Mr Canning himself was a guest , and on a day of a great dinner 
I was taken down to tho dining room I was sot upon one of tho 
chairs, standing, and directed to say to tho company ‘Ladies and 
gentlemen ’ 

I ha\c, thirdly, a group of recollections which refer to Scotland 
Thither in\ father and mother took me on a journey which they 
made, I think, in a post-chaise to Edinburgh and Glasgow as its 
principal points \.t Edinburgh our sojourn was m the Koval 
Hotel, Princes Street I well remember the rattling of tho 
windows when the castle guns wen. fired on some great occasion, 
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probably the abdication of Napoleon, for tlie date of the journey 
was, I think, the spring of 1814. 

In this journey the situation of Sanquhar, in a. close Dumfries- 
shire valley, impressed itself on my recollection! I never saw 
Sanquhar again until in the autumn of 1 863 (as I believe). As I was 
whirled along the Glasgow and South-Western railway I witnessed 
just beneath me lines of building in just such a valley, and said 
that must be Sanquhar, which it was. My local memory has 
always been good and very impressible by scenery. I seem to 
myself never to have forgotten a scene. 

I have one other early recollection to record. It must, I think, 
have been in the year 1815 that my father and mother took me 
with them on either one or two more journeys. The objective 
points were Cambridge and London respectively. My father 
had built, under the very niggard and discouraging laws which 
repressed rather than encouraged the erection of new churches at 
that period, the church of St. Thomas at Seaforth, and he wanted 
a clergyman for it. 1 Guided in these matters very much by the 
deeply religious temper of my mother, he went with her to 
Cambridge to obtain a recommendation of a suitable person 
from Mr. Simeon, whom I saw at the time. 2 I remember his 
appearance distinctly. He was a venerable man, and although 
only a fellow of a college, was more ecclesiastically got up than 
many a dean, or even here and there, perhaps, a bishop of 4he 
present less costumed if more ritualistic period. Mr. Simeon, 

I believe, recommended Mr. Jones, an excellent specimen of the 
excellent evangelical school of those days. We went to Leicester 
to hear him preach in a large church, and his text was £ Gh'oio 
in grace. 3 He became eventually archdeacon of Liverpool, and 
died in great honour a few years ago at much past 90. On 
the strength of this visit to Cambridge I lately boasted, there, 
even during the lifetime of the aged Provost Okes, that I had 
been in the university before any one of them. 

I think it was at this time that in London we were domiciled in 

1 John Gladstone built St. Thomas’s 2 Charles Simeon (1759-1SS6) who 

Church, Seaforth, 1814-15 ; St. An- played as conspicuous a part in low 
drew’s, Liverpool, about 1816 ; the church thought as Newman after- 
church at Leith ; the Episcopal wards in high, 
chapel at Fasque built and endowed 
about 1847. 
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Russell Square, m the house of a brother of my mother, Mr Colin 
Robertson , and I was vexed and put about by being forbidden to 
run freely at my own w ill into and about the streets, as I had done 
m Li\ erpool But the mam ev ent was this we went to a great 
service of public thanksgiving at Saint Pauls, and sat in a small 
gallery annexed to the choir, just over the place where vv as the 
Regent, and looking down upon him from behind I recollect 
nothing more of the service, nor was I ever present at any public 
thanksgiving after this in Saint Pauls, until the sen ice held in 
that cathedral, under my advice as the pnmo minister, after the 
highly dangerous illness of the Pnnce of Wales 

Before quitting the subject of early recollections I must name 
one which in\ol\cs another person of some note My mother took 
me m 181 — to Barley Wood Cottage, near Bristol Here lived 
Miss Hannah More, with some of her coeval sisters I am sure 
they loved my mother, who was loveworthy indeed And I 
cannot help here donating for a moment into the later portion 
of the story to record that in 1833 I had the honour of break 
fasting with Mr Wilberforce a fen davs beforo Ins death, 1 
and n hen I entered the house, immediately after the salutation, 
he said to me in his sihery tones, ‘How is your sweet 
mother 1 He had been a guest in my fathers house some 
twelve years before During the iftcrnoon nsit at Bariev 
W ood, Mm Hannah More took mo aside and presented to mo 
a httlo 1 ook It vv as a copv of her Sacred Drama*, and it now 
remains in my possession, nith my name written in it bv her 
She aery graciouslv accompanied it nith a little speech, of which 
I cannot recollect the conclusion (or apodosis), but it began, 
•As you ha\o just come into tbo norld, and I am just going 
out of it, I therefore, etc 

I wish that in reviewing my childhood I could regard it ns 
presenting those features of innocence and beauty which I have 
often «ecn elsewhere, and indeed, thanks be to Ood, within the 
limits of mv own homo The le«t I can sav for it is that I do not 
think it «a? a v icrotis childhood I do not think, trying to look 
at the past impartnllv that I had a strong natural propensity then 
developed to what are termed the mortal sms But truth obliges 


1 See below jj 105 7 
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me to record this against myself. I have no recollection of 
being a loving or a winning child ; or an earnest or diligent or - 
knowledge-loving child. God forgive' me. And what pains and 
shames me most of all is to remember that at most and at best I 
was, like the sailor in Juvenal, 

digitis a mode remolus, 

Quatuor aut seplem : 1 

the plank between me and all the sins was so very thin. I do not 
indeed intend in these notes to give a history of the inner life, 
which I think has been with me extraordinarily dubious, vacillating, 
and above all complex. I reserve them, perhaps, for a more 
private and personal document ; and I may in this way relieve 
myself from some at least of the risks of falling into an odious 
Pharisaism. I cannot in truth have been an interesting child, 
and the only presumption the other way which I can gather 
from my review is that there was probably something in me 

worth the seeing, or my father and mother would not so much 

* 

have singled me out to be taken with them on their journeys. 

I was not a devotional child. I have no recollection of early 
love for the House of God and for divine service : though after my 
father built the church at Seaforth in 1815, I remember cherish- 
ing a hope that he would bequeath it to me, and that I might live 
in it. I have a very early recollection of hearing preaching in St. 
George’s, Liverpool, but it is this : that I turned quickly to my 
mother and' said, £ When will he have done 1 ’ The Pilgrim’s 
Progress undoubtedly took a great and fascinating hold upon me, 
so that anything which I wrote was insensibly moulded in its 
style ■ but it was by the force of the allegory addressing itself to 
the fancy, and was very like 'a strong impression received from 
the Arabian Nights, and from another work called Tales of the 
Genii, I think it was about the same time that Miss Porter’s 
Scottish Chiefs, and especially the life and death of Wallace, used 
to make me weep profusely. This would be when I was about ten 
years old. At a much earlier period, say six or seven, I remember 
playing earnestly, but it was for no higher object than to be, 
spared from the loss of a tooth. Here, however, it may be 
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mentioned in mitigation that the local dentist of those days, in 

our case a certain Dr P of Street, Liverpool, was a hind of 

savage at his work (possiblj a verj good natured man too), with 
no ideas except to smash and crash My religious recollections, 
then, are a sad blank IS either was I a popular bo} , though not 
egregiously otherwise If I was not a bad boy, I think that I was 
a boy with a great absence of goodness I was a child of slow, in 
some points I think of singularly slow, development There was 
more in me perhaps than m the average boy, but it required 
greatly more tunc to set itself in order and just so in adult, 
and in middle and later life, I acquired a cry tardily an} know 
ledge of the world, and that simultaneous conspectus of the 
relations of persons and things which is ncccssaiy for the proper 
performance of duties m the world 

I may mention another matter in extenuation I received, 
unless m> memory decen es me very little benefit from teaching 
M} father was too much occupied my mother’s health was broken 
Wc the four brothers, had no quarrelling among ourselves but 
neither can I recollect any influence flowing down at this tune 
upon me, the junior Ono odd incident seems to show that I w as 
meek, which I should not have supposed, not less than thrift} and 
penurious, a leaning which lay deep, I think, in my nature, and 
which has required effort and battle to control it It was this 
By some process not easy to explain I had, when I was probaHrj 
seven or eight, and ni} elder brothers from ten or eleven to four 
teen or thereabouts, accumulated no less than tw ent} shillings jn 
silitr My brothers judged it right to appropriate this fund, and 
I do not recollect tither annovanco or resistance or complaint 
But I recollect that they cmplojcd the principal part of it in the 
purchase of four knives, and that the} broke the points from the 
tops of the blade 1 * of mv knife, lest I should cut mv fingers 

"Where was the official or appointed teacher all tins timet Ho 
was tho Rev Mr I awson of Cambridge, who had I suppose, Wen 
passed In Mr Jbunern and become private tutor m my fathc*’* 
hou*c. But as he was to be incumbtnt of the church the bishop 
required a j>ar«oi3gc and that he should It' c m iu Out of this 
grew a \ery snail school of about twelve bojs, to which I went, 
with some senior Irothcr or brothers remaining for a while 
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letters under old fashioned formalities of phrase 3 ot beat 
with a marked and living pulse of genuine interest, solicitude, 
sympathy, unselfishness and union 

hi 

As always, he sought refreshment from turmoil that was 
onl) moderately congenial to him, in reading and writing 
Among much else ho learns Shelley bj heart, but lus devotion 
to Wordsworth is unshaken ‘One remarkablo similarity 
prevails between Wordsworth and Shellc) , the quality of 
combining and connecting everywhere external nature with 
internal and unseen mind But how different aro the) m 
applications It frets and irritates the one, it is tho key to 
the peacefulness of the other ' Two books of Paradise Re~ 
gained lie finds ‘ ver} objectionable on rehgious grounds/ — « 
the books presumablj whero Milton lias been convicted of 
Arian heresy Ho still has energj enough left for xnoro 
mundane things, to write a succession of articles for tho 
Liverpool Standard and ho finds tnno to record his jo) 
(December 7) over ‘ five Eton first classes ’ at Oxford Then, 
b) and b), tho olcction accounts como in. Tlio arrangoment 
had been made that tho oxpcnscs were not to exceed a thou- 
sand pounds, of which tho diiko was to contribute one half, 
and John Gladstone tho other half It now appeared that 
twico as much would not suffice Tho now member flung 
Imnsclf with all Ins soul into a struggle with lus committee 
against tho practico of opening public houses and the exor- 
bitant demands that came of it Open houses ho protested 
meant profligato expenditure and org mired drunkenness, 
the) wore not a pecuniar) question, but a question of right 
and wrong In tho afternoon of tho second da\ of polling 
lus agent had said to hurt, speaking about spoor'd constables, 
that lie scarce!) knew how the} could ho got if wanted for 
ho thought ncarh oserj man in tho town was drunk It 
was in vam that tho committee assured him of tho dis 
couragmg truth that a certain projwrtion of tho actors could 
not bo got to tho poll without a 1 txakfost, and an olwner 
from another planet might perhaps have asked himself 
whether all this was fro rctuarkal !e an improvement on the 
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‘ I think the paper/ he said, ‘ if it proves anything proves (1) 
That generals and not ministers are the proper judges of 
those weights in the political scales which express the likeli- 
hood of war and peace; (2) That there is very little differ- 
ence between absolute neutrality and actual war. I advise 
that Granville should see it.’ 

On July 25 the Times divulged the text of a projected 
agreement in 1869 (it was in truth 1867) between the French 
and Prussian governments in five articles, including one that 
the incorporation of Belgium by France would not be objected 
to by Prussia. The public was shocked and startled, and 
many were inclined to put down the document for a forgery 
and a hoax. As a matter of fact, in substance it was neither. 
The Prussian ambassador a few days before had informed 
Mr. Gladstone and Lord Granville personally and in strict 
secrecy, that the draft of such a project existed in the hand- 
writing of M. Benedetti. This private communication was 
taken by Mr. Gladstone to have been made with the object 
of prompting him to be the agent in producing the evil news 
to the world, and thus to prejudice France in the judgment 
of Europe. He thought that no part of his duty, and took 
time to consider it, in the expectation that it was pretty sure 
to find its way into print by some other means, as indeed 
soon happened. ‘For the sake of peace/ Bismarck explained 
to Lord Granville (July 28, 1S70), ‘ I kept the secret, and 
treated the propositions in a dilatory manner.’ When the 
British ambassador on one occasion had tried to sound him 
on the suspected designs of France, Bismarck answered, ‘It 
is no business of mine to tell French secrets.’ 

There were members of the cabinet who doubted the 
expediency of England taking any action. The real position 
of affairs, they argued, was not altered : the draft treaty only, 
disclosed what everybody believed before, namely that France 
sought compensation for Prussian aggrandizement, as she 
had secured it for Italian aggrandizement by taking Savoy 
and Nice. That Prussia would not object, provided the com- 
pensations -were not at the expense of people who spoke 
German, had all come out at the time of the Luxemburg 
affair. If France and Prussia agreed, how could -we help 
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come, lie said, when Russia might resume aggressive schemes 
' 011 Turkey, ho believed that neutralisation would mean 
nothing but a series of pitfalls much deeper than people 
expected. 1 These pitfalls now came into full view. On the 
last day of October Prince Gortchakoff addressed a circular 
to the Powers, announcing that his imperial master could 
‘no longer consider himself bound to the terms of the 
treaty of March 1856, in so far as these limit- his rights of 
sovereignty in the Black Sea.’ On the merits there was 
very little real dispute in Europe. As Lord Granville once 
wrote to Mr. Gladstone: ‘There was no doubt about Ger- 
many having at Paris, and subsequently, always taken the 
Russian view. France made an intimation to the same 
effect very soon after the conclusion of the treaty. And 
Austria later. .Italy did the same, but not in so decided a 
manner. ... I have frequently said in 'public that with the 
exception of ourselves and the Turks, all the co-signatories 
of the treaty of Paris had expressed views in favour of 
modifying the article, previous to Prince Gortchakoff s 
declaration.’ 2 « 

To have a good case on the merits was one thing, and to 
force it at the sword’s point was something extremely 
different. As Mr. Gladstone put it in a memorandum that 
became Lord Granville’s despatch, 'the question was not 
whether any desire expressed by Russia ought to be care- 
fully examined in a friendly spirit by the co-signatory 
powers, but whether they are to accept from her an 
announcement that by her own act, without any consent 
from them, she has released herself from a solemn covenant.’ -5 
Mr. Gladstone, not dissenting on the substance of the Russian 
claim, was outraged by the form. The only parallel he ever 
found to Gortcliakoff’s proceedings in 1S70 was a certain 
claim, of which we shall soon see something, made by 
America in 1872. ‘I have had half an idea,’ he wrote to 
Lord Granville, ‘ that it might be well I should sec Erunnow 

1 Hansard, May G, 1S5G. See also question at the outbreak of the 

May 24 , 1S55, and Ang. S, 1S55. Franco-German war. 

2 Bismarck, in his Reflection*, takes s ‘The whole pith of the despatch 
credit to himself for having come to was yours.’ — Granville to Mr. Glad* 
an understanding with Russia on this stone, Xov. IS, 1870. 
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Belgium, unless indeed Europe joined £ But. then what, chance CJ 

was (here of "Russia and Aust ria joining against, France and * 

Prussia for the sake of Belgium, in which neither of them ' 1 ' 
had any direct, interest. At. the same time ministers knew 
that the public in England expected them to do something, 
though a vote for men and money would probably suffice. 
The cabinet, however, advanced a step beyond a parliament- 
ary vote. On July RO they met and took a decision to which 
* * *■ 

Air. Gladstone then and always after attached high importance. 
England proposed a treaty to Prussia and France, providing 
that, if the armies of either violated the neutrality of Belgium, 
Great. Britain would co-operate with the other for its defence, 
but without engaging to take part in the general operations 
of the war. The treaty was to hold good for twelve months 
after the conclusion of the war. Bismarck at once came 
into tho engagement. France loitered a little, but after the 

o o 

battle of Worth made no more difiieulty, and the instrument 
was signed on August 0. 

The mind of the government was described by Air. Glad- 
stone in a letter to Bright (August I): — 

Although some members of the cabinet were inclined on the 
outbreak of this most miserable war to make military preparations, 
others, Lord Granville and I among them, by no means shared 
that disposition, nor I think was tho feeling of parliament that 
way inclined. But the publication of the treaty has altered all 
this, and has thrown upon us the necessity cither of doing some- 
thing fresh to secure Belgium, or else of saying that under no 
circumstances would we take any step to secure her from 
absorption. This publication has wholly altered the feeling of 
the House of Commons, and no government could at this moment 
venture to give utterance to such an intention about Belgium. 

But neither do we think it would be right, even if it were safe, to 
announce that we would in any ease stand by with folded arms, 
and see actions done which would amount to a total extinction of 
public right in Europe. 
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[tho Russian ambassador] oitlicr with you or alone. .All 
know the mischief done hv the Hussum idea of Lord Aber- 
deen, and I ho opposit ion are in (he habit, of studiously 
representing mo as his double, or his heir in pacific tradi- 
tions. This 1 do not conceive (o bo true, and possibly J 
might. undeceive Hnmnow a little.’ 

In this country, as soon ns the news of the circular was 
made known, the public, excitement was intense. Consols 
instantly dropped heavily. Apart from the form of the 
Hussion claim, the public, still alert upon the eastern ques- 
tion, felt, that the question was ono.n more alive. As Mr. 
Gladstone had said to Lord Granville (Oct. •!-, INTO), 1 livery- 
body at a time, like this looks out for booty: it will ho hard 
to convince, central Europe that. Turkov is not. a fair prize.’ 
From France .Lord Lyons wrote to Mr. (iladstono (Xov. LI) 
that the. Hussion declaration was looked upon with com- 
placency, because it might lead to a congress, and at. all 
events it might, by causing a stir among the neutrals, give a 
check to Prussia as well as to Hussia. 

Lord Granville wrote to Mr. Gladstone, who was at 
li .warden (Nov. 2J): — 

I am verv sorry io hear that vou arc not. well. Of course, vou 
must run no risk, but as soon ns you can you will, 1 hope, come 
up and have a cabinet. Childers lias been here. He tells me 
there is a perfect howl about ministers not meeting. He is more 
quiet in his talk than I hear some of our colleagues are. But he 
says if there is to be war, every day lost is most injurious. I have 
told him that it is impossible to say that we may not be driven 
into it by Hussia, or by other foreign powers, or by our own 
people; that we must take care of our dignity ; but if there ever 
was a cabinet which is bound not to drift into an unnecessary war, 
it is ours. 

Mr. Gladstone replied next day: — 

I will frankly own that I am much disgusted with a good deal 
of the language that I have read in the newspapers within the 
last few days about immediate war with Hussia. I try to put a 
check on myself to prevent the reaction it engenders. Your 
observation on drifting into war is most just : though I always 
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£ resort to force made Bright uneasy, and Mr. Gladstone wrote 
— > to him again (August 4) : — 

It will be a great addition to the domestic portion of the griefs 
of this most unhappy war, if it is to be the cause of a political 
severance between you and the present administration. To this 
I know you would justly reply that the claims of conviction are 
- paramount. I hope, however, that the moment has not quite 
arrived. . . . You will, I am sure, give me credit for good 
faith when I say, especially on Lord Granville’s part as on my 
own, who are most of all responsible, that we take this step in the 
interest of peace. . . . The recommendation set up in opposition 
to it generally is, that we should simply declare we will defend the 
neutrality of Belgium by arms in case it should be attacked. How 
the sole or single-handed defence of Belgium would be an enter- 
prise which we incline to think Quixotic; if these two great 
military powers combined against it — that combination is the 
only serious danger ; and this it is which by our proposed engage- 
ments we should I hope render improbable to the very last degree. 
I add for myself this confession of faith. If the Belgian people 
desire, on their own account, to join France or any other countrj r , 

I for one will be no party to taking up arms to prevent it. But 
that the Belgians, whether they would or not, should go ‘ plump’ 
down the maw of another country to satisfy dynastic greed, is 
another matter. The accomplishment of such a crime as this 
implies, would come near to an extinction of public right in 
Europe, and I do not think we could look on while the sacrifice of 
freedom and independence was in course of consummation. 

II 

By the end of the first week of August the storm of war 
had burst upon the world. ‘ On the 2nd of August, in the 
insignificant affair of Saarbriick, the Emperor of the French 
assumed a feeble offensive. On the 4th, the Prussians replied 
energetically at Wissemburg. And then what a torrent, 
what a deluge of events ! In twenty-eight days ten battles 
were fought. Three hundred thousand men were sent to the 
hospitals, to captivity, or fo the grave. The German enemy 
had penetrated into the interior of France, over a distance of a 
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thought Clarendon’s epithet in this one case inapplicable as well 
as unadvisahle. J know, however, nothing more like drifting into 
Avar than Avoid d be a resort (o any military measures Avhatcver, 
except Avith reference either to some actual fact or some avcII 
defined contingency, . . 


II 

The courses open to the British Government in the face 
of the circular Avcro these. They might silently or with a 
protest acquiesce. Or they might declare an offensive Avar 
(much deprecated by Turkey herself) against a nation that * 
had peculiar advantages for defence, and for an object that 
every other signatory power thought in itself a had object. 
Third, they might, in accordance Avith a wonderfully grand 
scheme suggested to ministers, demand from Germany, all 
flushed ns she Avns Avitli military pride, to tell us plainly 
whether she avas on our side or Russia's ; and if the German 
answer did not please us, then avo should make an offensive 
alliance with France, Austria, Italy, and Turkey, checking 
Russia in the cast and Germany in the Avest. A fourth plan 
Avas mutely to Avail, on the plea that Avhatever Russia might 
have said, nothing had been done. The fifth plan Avns a 
conference. This Avas hardly heroic enough to please every- 
body in the cabinet. At least it saved us from the insanity 
of a Avar that Avonld have intensified European confusion, 
merely to maintain restraints considered valuable by nobody. 
The expedient of a conference avas effectively set in motion 
by Bismarck, then pre-occupied in his critical Bavarian 
treaty and the siege of Paris. On November 12, Mr. Odo 
Russell left London for Versailles on a special mission to 
the Prussian king. The intrepidity of our emissary soon 
secured a remarkable success, and the episode of Bismarck’s 
intervention in the business Avas important. 

Mr. Odo Russell had three hours’ conversation Avith Count 
Bismarck on NoA r cmbcr 21. Bismarck told him that the 
Russian circular had taken him by surprise: that though 
he had always thought the treaty of 1S56 too hard upon 
Russia, he entirely disapproved both of the manner and time 
chosen for forcing on a revision of it; that lie could not 
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hundred and fifty miles of territory, and had stretched forth Cl 

everywhere as he went the strong hand of possession. The . 

Emperor was a prisoner, and had been deposed with general A<Ji 
consent ; his family wanderers, none knew where ; the embryo 
at least of a republic, born of the hour, had risen on the ruins 
of the empire, while proud and gorgeous Paris was awaiting 
with divided mind the approach of the conquering monarch 
and his countless host. ’ 1 This was Mr. Gladstone’s descrip- 
tion of a marvellous and shattering hour. 

Talleyrand was -fond in the days of 1815 at Vienna, of 
applying to any diplomatist who happened to agree with 
him the expression, ‘ a good European.’ He meant a states- 
man who was capable of conceiving the state-system of the 
western world as a whole. The events of August made the 
chief minister of Austria now exclaim, ‘ I see no longer any 
Europe.’ All the notions of alliance that had so much to 
do with the precipitation of the war were dissipated. Italy, 
so far from joining France, marched into Rome. Austria 
ostentatiously informed England that she was free from 
engagements. The Czar of Russia was nephew of the 
Prussian king and German in his leanings, but Gortchakoff, 
his minister, was jealous of Bismarck, and his sympathies 
inclined to France, and Czar and minister alike nursed 
designs in the Black Sea. With such materials as these 
Mr. Pitt himself with all his subsidies could not have con- 
structed a fighting coalition. Even the sons of stricken 
France after the destruction of the empire were a divided 
people. For side by side with national defence against the 
invader, republican and monarchic propagandism was at 
work, internecine in its temper and scattering baleful seeds 
of civil war. 

‘ MamV Mr. Gladstone wrote to Chevalier in September, 
f seem so over-sanguine as to suppose that it is in our power 
at any moment, by friendly influence of reasoning, to solve 
the problem which has brought together in the shock of 
battle the two greatest military powers of Europe. ... I do 
not see that it is an offence on our part not to interfere 
when the belligerents differ so widety when we have not the 


1 Gleanings, iv. p. 197. 
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interfere nor even answer the circular, but to prevent the 
outbreak of another war he would recommend conferences 
at Constantinople. 1 The conversation broke off at four 
o’clock in the afternoon, with this unpromising cast. At fen 
in the evening it was resumed ; it was prolonged until half 
an hour beyond midnight. ‘ I felt I knew him better,’ Mr. 
Russell in an unofficial letter tells Lord Granville (Nov. 30), 
‘ and could express more easily all that I had determined to 
say to convince him that unless he could get Russia to 
withdraw the circular, we should be compelled with or 
without allies to go to war.’ Bismarck remained long 
obstinate in his professed doubts of England going to war ; 
but he gradually admitted the truth of the consequences to 
which a pacific acceptance of ‘ the Russian kick must inevit- 
ably lead. And so he came round to the British point of 
view, and felt that in our place he could not recede.’ 

It was not hard to see Bismarck’s interests. The mischief 
to Germany of another European war before Paris had 
fallen ; the moral support to be derived by the Tours govern- 
ment from a revival of the old Anglo-French alliance; the 
chances of Beust and other persons fishing in the troubled 
waters of an extended European conflict ; the vital import- 
ance of peace to the reconstruction of Germany — these were 
the disadvantages to his own country and policy, of a war 
between England and Russia ; these worked the change in his 
mind between afternoon and midnight, and led him to support 
the cause of England and peace against Gortchakoff and his 
circular. Characteristically, at the same time he strove hard 
to drive a bargain with the English agent, and to procure 
some political advantages in exchange for his moral support. 
‘In politics,’ he said, ‘one hand should wash the other’ 

1 Bismarck’s private opinion was declaration of the kind but would 
this: — ‘Gortchakoff is not carrying quietly build men- of- war in the Black 
on in this matter areal Russian policy Sea and wait until they were ques- 
(that is, one in the true interests of tioned on the subject. Then they 
Russia), but rather a policy of violent might reply they knew nothing about 
aggression. People still believe that it, but would make inquiries and so 
Russian diplomats are particularly let the matter drag on. That might 
crafty and clever, full of artifices and continue for a long time, and finally 
stratagems, but that is not the case, people would get accustomed to it.’ — 
If the people at St. Petersburg were Busch, Bismarck: Some Secret Pages 
clever they would not make any of his History, i. pp. 312-13. 
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hope of bringing them together, and when we cannot adopt 
without reserve the language and claims of either.’ Material 
responsibility and moral responsibility both pointed to a 
rigid equity between the combatants, and to strict neutrality. 
The utmost to be done was to localise the war; and with 
this aim, the British cabinet induced Italy, Austria, Russia, 
and smaller powers to come to a common agreement 
that none of them would depart from neutrality without 
a previous understanding with the rest. This league of 
the neutrals, though negative, was at least a shadow of 
collective action, from which good might come if the 
belligerents should some day accept or invite mediation. 
To this diplomatic neutrality the only alternative Avas an 
armed neutrality, and armed neutrality has not always 
served pacific ends. 

To the German contention at one stage after the over- 
throw of the empire, that the Empress was still the only 
authority existing legally for France, Mr. Gladstone was 
energetically opposed. ‘ It embodied/ he said, ‘ the doctrine 
that no country can have a new government without the 
consent of the old one.’ ‘ Ought Ave,’ he asked Lord Gran- 
ville (Sept. 20), ‘ to Avitness in silence the promulgation of 
such a doctrine, Avhich is utterly opposed to the modern 
notions of public right, though it Avas in vogue’ fifty years 
back, and though it Avas acted on Avith most fatal conse- 
quences by the Prussians of eighty years back.’ Then as 
for mediation, AA r hether isolated or in common, he saAv no 
hope in it. He said to the Duke of Argyll (Sept. 6), 'I 
would not say a word ever so gently. I believe it Avould 
do great mischief. As at present advised, I see but tAA r o 
realty safe grounds for mediation, (1) a draAvn battle; (2) 
the request of both parties.’ Ever since 1862, and his error 
in the American war — so he noAv wrote to Lord Granville, — 

‘ in forming and expressing an opinion that the Southerners 
had virtually established their independence, I have been 
very fearful of giving opinions with regard to the proper 
course for foreign nations to pursue in junctures, of Avhich, 
after all, I think they have better means of forming a 
judgment than foreigners can possess.’ 
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(cine Hand. die a ndere. urtschen muss). In Mr. Odo Russell, 
however, he found a man who talked the language, kept the 
tone and was alive to all the arts of diplomatic business, 
and no handwashing followed. When Mr. Russell went to 
his apartment in the Place Hoche at Versailles that night, 
he must have felt that he had done a good day’s work. 

In the following year, papers were laid before Parliament, 
and attention was drawn to the language used by Mr. 
Russell to Bismarck, in the pregnant sentence about the 
cpiestion being of a nature in its present state to compel us 
with or without allies, to go to war with Russia. 1 Mr. Glad- 
stone, when directly challenged, replied (Feb. 10) that the 
agent had used this argument without specific authority or 
instruction from the government, but that the duty of 
diplomatic agents required them to express themselves in 
the mode in which they think they can best support the 
proposition of which they wish to procure acceptance. Mr. 
Odo Russell explained to Mr. Gladstone (Feb. 27) that he 
was led to use the argument about England being compelled 
to go to war with or without allies by these reasons: that 
we were bound by a definite treaty to regard any retractation 
of the stipulations of March 30, 1850, as a cause of war; 2 
that GortchakoiV’s assumption of a right to renounce provi- 
sions directly touching Russian interests seemed to carry 
with it the assumption of a right to renounce all the rest of 
the treaty; that Mr. Gladstone’s government had declared 
(Nov. 10) that it was impossible to sanction the course 
announced by GortchakofF; that, therefore, France being 
otherwise engaged, and Austria being unprepared, we might 
bo compelled by our joint and several obligations under the 
tripartite treaty, to go to war with Russia for proceedings 
that we pronounced ourselves unable to sanction; finally, 
that he had never been instructed to state to Prussia, that 
the question, was not one compelling us ever to go to war, 
notwithstanding our treaty engagements. What was Mr. 
Gladstone’s reply to this I do not find, but Lord Granville 

1 Correspondence respecting the 2 The tripartite treaty of England, 

treaty of March 30, 1850, No. 76, France, Austria, of April 15, 1S56. 
pp. 44, 45, c. 245. 
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In the middle of September Thiers, in the course of his ( 
valiant mission to European courts, reached London. 

‘ Yesterday,’ Mr. Gladstone writes (Sept. 1 4), ‘1 saw Thiers 7 
and had a long conversation with him ; he was very clear 
and touching in parts. But the purpose of his mission is 
vague. He seems come to do just what he can.’ The 
vagueness of Thiers did but mirror the distractions of 
France. Not even from his ingenious, confident, and fertile 
mind could men hope for a clue through the labyrinth of 
European confusions. Great Britain along with four other 
powers recognised the new government of the Republic in 
France at the beginning of February 1871. 

It was about this time that Mr. Gladstone took what was 
for a prime minister the rather curious step of volunteering 
an anonymous article in a review, upon these great affairs in 
which his personal responsibility was both heavy and direct. 1 * * * 
The precedent can hardly be called a good one, for as any- 
body might have known, the veil was torn aside in a few 
hours after the Edinburgh Review containing his article 
appeared. Its object, he said afterwards, was ‘ to give what I 
thought needful information on a matter of great national 
importance, which involved at the time no interest of party 
whatever. If such interests had been involved, a rule from 
which I have never as a minister diverted would have 
debarred me from writing.’ Lord Granville told him that, ' It 
seemed to be an admirable argument, the more so as it is the 
sort of thing Thiers ought to have said and did not.' The 
article made a great noise, as well it might, for it was written 
with much eloquence, truth, and power, and was calculated to 
console his countrymen for seeing a colossal European conflict 
going on, without the privilege of a share in it. One passage 
about happy England — happy especially that the wise dis- 
pensation of Providence had cud her off by the streak of silver 
sea from continental dangers — rather irritated than convinced. 
The production of such an article under such circumstances 

1 To be found in Gleanings, iv. In as in form, anonymous. 5 That was in 

republishing it, Mr. Gladstone says, 1S78. Two years later he contri- 

‘ This article is the only one ever buted an anonymous article, ‘ The 

written by me, which was meant for Conservative Collapse,’ to the Fort- 

the time to be in substance, as well nightly Review (May 1880). 
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head very sensibly written to him some weeks before (Dec. 8, 
1870):— 

I am afraid our whole success lias been owing to the belief that 
we would go to war, and to tell the truth, I think that war in some 
shape or other, sooner or later, was a possible risk after our note. 
In any case, I would reassure nobocty now. Promising peace is 
as unwise as to threaten war. A sort of instinct that the bumps 
of combativeness and destructiveness are to be found somewhere 
in your head, has helped us much during the last five months. 

Ill 

Having undertaken to propose a conference, Bismarck 
did the best he could for it. The British cabinet accepted 
on condition that the conference was not to open with any 
previous assumption of Gortchakoff's declaration, and the}r 
objected to Petersburg as the scene of operations. Mr. Glad- 
stone in some notes prepared for the meeting of his col- 
leagues (Nov. 26), was very firm on the first and main point, 
that 'Her Majesty’s government could enter into no con- 
ference which should assume any portion of the treaty to 
have been already abrogated by the discretion of a single 
Power, and it would be wholly out of place for them, under 
the present circumstances, to ask for a conference, as they 
were not the parties who desire to bring about any change 
in the treaty.’ Russia made difficulties, but Bismarck’s 
influence prevailed. The conference assembled not at 
Petersburg but in London, and subject to no previous 
assumption as to its results. 1 

The close of a negotiation is wont to drop the- curtain over 
embarrassments that everybody is glad to forget; 2 but 
the obstacles to an exact agreement were not easily over- 
come. Lord Granville told Mr. Gladstone that no fewer 
than thirteen or fourteen versions of the most important 
protocol were tried before terms were reached. In the end 
Lord Granville’s conclusion was that, as no just rights had 
been sacrificed, it was a positive advantage that Russia 
should be gratified by the removal of restraints naturally 
galling to her pride. 

1 Russell to Lord Granville, c. 245,' 2 Sorel’s Guerre Franco- AllemnnJa 

No. 78, p. 4G. ii. chap. 4. 
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was a striking illustration of Mr. Gladstone’s fervid desire — 
the desire of a true orator’s temperament — to throw his 
eager mind upon a multitude of men, to spread the light 
of his own urgent conviction, to play the part of missionary 
with a high evangel, which had been his earliest ideal forty 
years before. Everybody will agree that it was better to 
have a minister writing his own articles in a respectable 
quarterly, than doctoring other people’s articles with con- 
comitants from a reptile fund. 


ill 


t 


On the vital question of the annexation of Alsace and 
Lorraine, Mr. Gladstone’s view was easy to anticipate. He 
could not understand how the French protests turned more 
upon the inviolability of French soil, than on the attachment 
of the people of Alsace and North Lorraine to their country. 
The abstract principle he thought peculiarly awkward in a 
nation that had made recent annexations of her own. Upon 
all his correspondents at home and abroad, he urged that the 
question ought to be worked on the basis of the sentiments 
of the people concerned, and not uj>on the principle of 
inviolability. He composed an elaborate memorandum for 
the cabinet, but without effect. On the last day of Septem- 
ber, he records : — ' Sept. 30 : Cabinet 2-]--6. I failed in my two 
objects. 1. An effort to speak with the other neutral Powers 
against the transfer of Alsace and Lorraine without reference 


to the pojmlations. 2. Immediate release of Fenian prisoners/ 
To Mr. Bright, who was still prevented by illness from 
attending cabinets, and who had the second of the two 
objects much at heart, he wrote the next day: — 


I send for your private perusal the inclosed mem. which 
I proposed to the cabinet yesterday, but could not induce them to 
adopt. It presupposes the concurrence of the neutral Powers. 
They agreed in the opinions, but did not think the expression of 
them timely. My opinion certainly is that the transfer of 
territory and inhabitants by mere force calls for the reprobation 
of 'Europe, and that Europe is entitled to utter it, and can utter it 
with good effect. 
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The conference opened at the foreign office on Dec. 1 7, 
and held its final meeting on March 13. Delay was caused 
by • the difficulty of procuring the attendance of a repre- 
sentative of France. Jules Favre was appointed by the 
government at Bordeaux, but he w r as locked up in Paris, and 
he and Bismarck could not agree as to the proper form of 
safe-conduct. What was even more important, the govern- 
ing men in France could not agree upon his instructions; 
for we must remember that all this time along with the 
patriotic struggle against the Prussians, there went on an in- 
ternal struggle only a degree less ardent between republicans 
and monarchists. It was not until the final meeting of the 
conference that the Due de Broglie was - accredited as repre- 
sentative of his country. 1 At the first formal meeting a special 
protocol was signed recording it as ‘ an essential principle 
of the law of nations that no Power can liberate itself from 
the engagements of a treaty, nor modify the stfyulations 
thereof, unless with the consent of the contracting Powers 
by means of an amicable arrangement.’ 

To give a single signatory Power the right of forbidding 
a change desired by all the others, imposes a kind of per- 
petuity on treaty stipulations, that in practice neither could 
nor ought to be insisted upon. For instance it would have 
tied fast the hands of Cavour and Victor Emmanuel in the 
Italian transactions which Mr. Gladstone had followed and 
assisted with so much enthusiasm, for Austria would never 
have assented. It is, moreover, true that in the ever 
recurring eras when force, truculent and unabashed, sweeps 
aside the moral judgments of the world, the mere inscrip- 
>/tion of a pious opinion in a protocol may seem worth little 
trouble. Yet it is the influence of good opinion, tardy, 
halting, stumbling, and broken, as it must ever be, that 
upholds and quickens the growth of right. The good rules 
laid down in conferences and state-papers may look tame in 
the glare of the real world of history as it is. Still, if we may 
change the figure, they help to dilute the poisons in the air. 

1 That this failure to take ad van- 108 ; Sorel, ii. pp. 216-7. Lord Gran- 
tage of the conference was an error ville had himself pointed out how < 
on the part of France is admitted by discussion upon the terms of peac 
modern French historians. Hano- might have been raised, 
tauxi, France Contemporaine, i. p. 
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The ground taken by him in tho cabinet was as follows: — O'li 

A mailer of (his kind cannot hi* regarded a-; in principle a JT 
question between the two belligerent- only, hut involves cott- 
sider.il ions of legitimate interest lo all the 1’mvei.- i»f Kurope. It 
anpears to hear on the 1 .eigian qin-tion in part ienlar. It is also a 
prineinie Hkelv to he of great consequence in the eventual m*U le- 
nient of the Kasiern question. Ignite apart from the subject of 
mediation, it eannot he right that the neutral Power.-, should 
remain silent, while this principle of consult tug the v. islu* ; of the 
population i< trampled down, should the actual sentiment of 
Als.aee and Lorraine he siieh a*, to render that language apjilieahle, 

The mode of expressing any view of thi* matter L doubtless a 
question requiring mm li eon* id*-r.*ti«>n. 'JT»«- diei’ioti of the 

cabinet was that the time for it had not yet eome. Anv deelarat ion 
in the sense d< - .-<‘ribrd would, Mr. < Mad- tone thought, entail, in 
fairness, an obligation to tepudiut** tin* pie ent rlaim of Kronen to 
obtain peace without surrendering ‘eitlier an itieli of her territory 
or a stone of her foi tresses.* 

Mr. Bright. did not, agree with hint, hut rather favoured 
tho principle of inviolability. In November Mr. ( Mudstone 
prepared a still more elaborate memorandum in support, 
of n protest from tin* neutral Powers. The I hike of 
Argyll put wlmt. was perhaps tin;* general view when he 
wrote to Mr. Gladstone (Nov. 25. INTO), •that, lie had him- 
self never argued in favour of the German annexation 
of Alsace and Lorraine, hut, only against, our having anv 
right to oppose it otherwise than by the most friendly 
dissuasion.’ The Duke held that tho consent of popula- 
tions to live under a particular government is a right 
subject, to a great many qualifications, and it would not he 
easy to turn such a doctrine into (ho base of an oflieinl 
remonstrance. After all, lie said, the instincts of nations 
stand for something in this world. The German did not 
exceed the ancient acknowledged right of nations in 
successful wars, when ho said to Alsace and Lorraine, 
‘Conquest in a war forced upon me by the people of which 
you form a part, gives me the right to annex, if on other 
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Tn England opinion veered round alter Sedan. Tlie dis- 
appearance of the French empire had effectively dispelled 
(lie vivid suspicions of agression. The creation of the 
empire of a united Germany showed a new If u rope. The 
keen word of an English diplomatist expressed what was 
dawning in men's minds as a new misgiving. ‘Europe,’ ho 
said, ‘has lost a mistress and got, a master.’ Annexation 
wore an uglv loo];. Meetings to express sympathy with 
France in her struggle were held in London and the pro- 
vinces. Still on the whole tin' general verdict seemed to 
he decisively in favour of a resolute neutrality, for in fact, 
nohodv who knew anything of the state of Europe could 
suggest a policy of British intervention that would stand 
an hour of debate. 

One proposal favoured hy Mr. Gladstone, and also, T 
remember, commended by Mill, was the military neutralisa- 
tion of Alsace and Lorraine, and tho dismantling of the 
great border fortresses, without withdrawing the inhabi- 
tants from their French allegiance. The idea was worked 
out in a pamphlet by Count Gasparin. On this pamphlet 
Mr. Max Muller put what Mr. Gladstone called the fair 
question, whether its author was likely to persuade tho 
European powers to guarantee border neutrality. '] will 
try to give you a fair answer,’ Mr. Gladstone said (Jan. 
30, IS/]). ‘You will not think it less fair because it is 
individual and unofficial; for a man must bo a wretch 
indeed, who could speak at this most solemn juncture, 
otherwise than from the bottom of his heart. First then, 
I agree with you in disapproving the declaration, or reputed 
declaration, of Lord Derby (then Stanley) in 3 867, about the 
Luxemburg guarantee. T have in parliament and in my 
present ofiice, declined or expressly forborne to recognise 
that declaration. 1 Secondly, as to the main question. It 

1 Lord Stanley on the Luxemburg may be called upon for t heir collec- 
Guarantec, June 14, 1SG7. — The tive action. No one of those powers 

guarantee now given is collective is liable to bo called upon to act, 
only. That is an important distinc singly or separately. It is a case eo 
tion. It means this, that in the event to speak of ‘limited liability.’ Wo 
of a violation of neutrality, all the are hound in honour — you cannot put 
powers who have signed the treaty a legal construction upon it — to see 
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grounds I deem it expedient, and for strategic reasons I do 
so deem it.’ 

Mr. Gladstone, notwithstanding Ids cabinet, held to bis 
view energetically expressed as follows : — 

If the contingency happen, not very probable, of a sudden 
accommodation which shall include the throttling of Alsace and 
part of Lorraine, without any voice previously raised against it, it 
will in my opinion he a standing reproach to England. There is 
indeed the Russian plan of not recognising that in which we have 
had no part ; hut it is difficult to say what this comes to. 

On December 20 be says to Lord Granville wbat we may 
take for a last word on tins part of tlie case : — ‘ While I 
more and more feel the deep curability of France, I have 
an apprehension that this violent laceration and transfer is 
to lead us from bad to worse, and to be the beginning of a 
new series of European complications/ 

While working in the spirit of cordial and even eager 
loyalty to the prime minister, Lord Granville disagreed with 
him upon the question of diplomatic action against annexa- 
tion. Palmerston, be said to Mr. Gladstone in October, 

‘ wasted the strength derived by England in the great war 
by bis brag. I am afraid of our wasting that which we at 
present derive from moral causes, by lajdng down general 
principles when nobody will attend to them, and when in 
all probability they will be disregarded. My objection to 
doing at present what you propose is, that it is impossible 
according to my views to do so without being considered 
to throw our weight into the French scale against Germany, 
with consequent encouragement on one side and irritation 
on the other/ 

Like Thiers, Mr. Gladstone had been leaning upon the 
concurrence of the neutral Powers, and active co-operation 
at St. Petersburg. Russian objects were inconsistent with 
the alienation of Germany, and they made a fatal bar to all 
schemes for lowering the German terms. This truth of the 
situation was suddenly brought home to England in no 
palatable way. 
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is great. It is difficult. But I should not despair. I may- 
add I should desire to find it practicable; for I think it 
would be a condition fair to both parties, and one on which 
Germany would have an absolute title to insist. 'Some 
of the most excusable errors ever committed/ he said, 
in closing the letter, ' have also been the most ruinous in 
their consequences. The smallest in the forum of con- 
science, they are the greatest in the vast theatre of action. 
May your country, justly indignant and justly exultant, be 
preserved from committing one of these errors/ Three 
months later, when all was at an end, he repeated the 
same thought : — 

The most fatal and in their sequel most gigantic errors of men 
are also frequently the most excusable and the least gratuitous. 
They are committed when a strong impetus of right carries them 
up to a certain point, and a residue of that impetus, drawn from 
the contact with human passion and infirmity, pushes them be- 
yond it. They vault into the saddle ; they fall on the other 
side. The instance most commonly present to my mind is the 
error of England in entering the Revolutionary Avar in 1793. 
Slow sometimes to go in, she is slower yet to come out, and if 
she had then held her hand, the course of the revolution and 
the fate of Europe would in all likelihood have been widely 
different. There might have been no Napoleon. There might 
have been no Sedan. 

The changes in the political map effected by these dire 
months of diplomacy and war were almost comparable in 
one sense to those of the treat}'- of Munster, or the treaty of 
the Pyrenees, or the treaties of Vienna, save that those great 
instruments all left a consolidated Europe. Italy had crowned 
her work by the acquisition of Rome. Russia had wiped out 
the humiliation of 1856. Prussia, after three wars in six 
years, had conquered the primacy of a united Germany. 
Austria had fallen as Prussia rose. France had fallen, but 
she had shaken off a government that had no -root in the . 
noblest qualities of her people. 

in concert with others that these lation of neutrality. If they, situated 
arrangements are maintained. But exactly as we are, decline to join, wo 
if the other powers join with us, it are not hound single-handed to make 
is certain that thero will be no viola- up the deficiencies of the rest. 


CHAPTER VI 

THE BLACK SEA 
(1S70-1S71) 

‘ You are always talking to me of principles. As if your public law 
were anything to me ; I do not know what it means. What do you 
suppose that all your parchments and your treaties signify to me ? 5 

Alexander i. to Talleyrand. 

At the close of the Crimean war in 1S56 by the provisions CH 

of the treaty of Paris, Russia and Turkey were restrained « I 

from constructing arsenals on the coast of the Euxine, and ■ / - Et 
from maintaining ships of war on its waters. No serious 
statesman believed that the restriction would last, any more 
than Napoleon’s restraint on Prussia in l8t)8 against keep- 
ing up an army of more than forty-two thousand men could 
last. Palmerston had this neutralisation more at heart than 
anybodjr else, and Lord Granville told the House of Lords 
what durability Palmerston expected for it : — 

General Ignatieff told me that he remarked to Lord Palmerston, 

‘ These are stipulations which you cannot expect will last long,’ and 
Lord Palmerston replied, ‘They will last ten years.’ A learned 
civilian, a great friend of mine, told me he heard Lord Palmerston 
talk on the subject, and say, ‘Well, at all events they will last my 
life.’ A noble peer, a colleague of mine, an intimate friend of 
Lord Palmerston, says Lord Palmerston told him they would last 
seven years. 1 

In 1856 Mr. Gladstone declared his opinion, afterwards 
often repeated, that the neutralisation of the Black Sea, 
popular as it might he in England at the moment, was far 
from being a satisfactory arrangement. 2 Were the time to 

1 House of Lords, Feb. 14,1S71. impossible. 5 ‘The most inept eon- 

2 The stipulations ‘were politically elusions of the peace of Paris. 5 — Bis- 
absurd, and therefore in the long run marck, Reflections, ii. p, 114. 
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{IS70-1S'??) 

\Vr. have* not brcn nn bill* govromirnt. Wo have bad nn active 
life, and that is ntibitnntinlly one of the condition!! of n bnppy life. 

... I nm tlmnlcfnl to have boon tbo leader of tho liberal party nt 
a period of tho history of this country, avben it lias boon inv privilege 
and my duty to give tho word of advance to able coadjutors anil 
trusty and gallant adherents. -—(It, . viistom:. 

Tun most marked administrative performance of Mr. Glad- 
stone's great, government, was the reform anti reorganization 
of the army. In Mr. Cardwell he was fortunate enough to 
have a public servant of tho first order; not a political 
leader nor a popular orator, hut one of the host disciples of 
Peel’s school ; sound, careful, active, firm, and with an 
enlightened and independent mind admirably fitted for the 
effective despatch of business. Before he had been a month 
at the war office, the new secretary of state submitted to 
Mr. Gladstone his ideas of a plan that would give us nn 
effective force for defence at a greatly reduced cost. The 
reorganization of tho army was ono of the results of that 
great central event, from which in every direction such 
momentous consequences flowed — tho victory of Prussian 
arms at Sadowa. Tho victory was a surprise, for even Lord 
Clyde, after a close inspection of tho Prussian army, had 
found no more to report than that it was a first-rate militia. 
Sadowa disclosed that a soldier, serving only between two 
and three years with the colours, could j^et show himself tho 
most formidable combatant in Europe. Tho principle of 
Cardwell’s plan was that short enlistment is essential to a 
healthy organization of the army, and this reform it was that 
produced an efficient reserve, the necessity for which had 
VOL. I. 3 R* 
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duke doing what ho liked with his own. Mr. Gladstone 
still stood to it that a system of entertainment that ended 
in producing a state of general intoxication, was the most 
demoralising and vicious of all forms of outlay, and the 
Newark worthies were bewildered and confounded by the 
gigantic dialectical and rhetorical resources of their incensed 
representative. The fierce battle lasted, with moments of 
mitigation, over many of the thirteen years of the connection. 
Of all the measures that Mr. Gladstone was destined in days 
to come to place iqion the statute book, none was more 
salutary than the law that purified corrupt practices at 
elections . 1 

On his birthday at the close of this eventful year, here is 
his entry in his diary : — ‘ On this day I have completed my 
twenty-third year. . . . The exertions of the year have been 
smaller than those of the last, but in some respects the 
diminution has been unavoidable. In future I hope circum- 
stances will bind me down to work with a rigour which my 
natural sluggishness will find it impossible to elude. I wish 
that I could hope my frame of mind had been in any degree 
removed from earth and brought nearer to heaven, that the 
habit of my mind had been imbued with something of that 
spirit which is not of this world. I have now familiarised 
myself with maxims' sanctioning and encouraging a degree 
of intercourse with society, perhaps attended with much risk. 
... Nor do I now think myself warranted in withdrawing 
from the practices of my fellow men except when the}' - 
really involve an encouragement of sin, in which case I do 
certainly rank races and theatres. . . ‘ Periods like these/ 

he writes to his Mend Gaskell (January 3, 1833), ‘grievous 
generally in many of their results, are by no means unfavour- 
able to the due growth and progress of individual character. 
I remember a very wise saying of Archidamus in Thucydides, 
that the being educated ev rots avayfccuordroii; brings strength 
and efficacy to the character.’ 2 

In one of his letters to his father at this exciting epoch 

1 Sir Henry James’s Act (1883). from man, except that lie turns out 

2 Thuc. i. 84, § 7. — ‘ We should best who is trained in the sharpest 
remember that man differs little school.’ 
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Mr Gladstone says, that before the sudden opening now 
made for him, what he had marked out for himself was 
‘a good many years of silent reading and inquiry.’ That 
blessed dream was over, his own temperament and outer 
ciiouiustances, both of them made its realisation impossible, 
but in a sense ho clung to it all his da} s He entered at 
Lincolns Inn (January 25), and ho dined pretty frequently 
m hall down to 1 S39, meeting many old Eton and Oxford 
acquaintances, more genuine law students than himself Ho 
kept thirteen teims but was never called to tho bar. If 
ho had intended to undergo a legal training, tho design 
was ended by Newark After residing for a short timoin 
lodgings in Jenny n Street, he took quarters at tho Albany 
(March 1833) which remained his London homo for six 
years ‘I am gotting on rapidly with my furnishing,' ho 
tells Ins father, * and I shall bo nblo, I feel confident, to do it 
nil, including plate, withm tho liberal limits which you allow 
I cannot warmly enough thank you for tho terms and footing 
on which you propose to place mo m tho chambers, but 
I roally fear that after this year my allowanco in all will bo 
greater not only than I ha\o any titlo to, but than I ought 
to accept without blushing' Ho bccatno a member of the 
Otford and Cambndgo Club the previous mouth, 1 and now 
was ‘elected without my will (hut not more than without it) 
a member of tho Carlton Club ’ II o would not go to dinner 
parties on Sundays, not c\cn with Sir Ilobcrt Pool Ho 
was closely' attontno to tho minor duties of social life, if 
duties they be, ho was a strict obsener of tho etiquettoof 
tails, md on some afternoons ho notes that ho made a dozen 
or fourteen of them lie frequented musical pirtiis whero 
his fino aoico, now reasonably well trained, made him a wd- 
como guest, and ho goes to public concerts where lie finds 
Pasta mul Sdirodtr splendid His irrepressible dcsjru to 
oxptnd himself In writing or in »q»eteh found a v nt in con- 
stant orticUs in tlio/hnvy**)/ .VonJorr/, neither hctt» r nor 
worse than the ordinary jmemha of a Wn yotmir tullfgo 

• l.) Nr It * * *1 T*nn"n If#- «*.< in t % ~ eemn l»*« 

w-,.x*k«t I r afw tn-w 1^1 1*21 «M U 

w 4 nl» lb- nut Ur 1 .Vrcl Irvc i <a Ir®'*’ the Club *t W - rtfl » Mm2. 
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£ been one of the lessons of the Crimean war. A second, but 
still a highly important element, was the reduction of the 
whole force serving in the colonies from fifty thousand men 
to less than half that number. 1 ‘ To this change,’ said 
Mr. Cardwell, ‘ opposition will be weak, for the principle of 
colonial self-reliance is very generally assented to.’ The idea, 
as Lord Wolseley says, that a standing army during peace 
should be a manufactory for making soldiers rather than 
either a costly receptacle for veterans, or a collection of 
perfectly trained fighters, ‘ had not yet taken hold of the 
military mind in England.’ 2 The details do not concern us 
here, and everybody knows the revolution effected by the 
changes during Mr, Gladstone’s great administration in the 
composition, the working, and the professional spirit of the 
army. 

Army reform first brought Mr. Gladstone into direct 
collision with reigning sentiment at court. In spite of 
Pym and Cromwell and the untoward end of Charles I. and 
Other salutary lessons of the great rebellion, ideas still 
lingered in high places that the sovereign’s hand bore the 
sword, and that the wearer of the crown through a com- 
mander-in-chief had rights of control over the army, not 
quite dependent on parliament and secretary of state. The 
Queen had doubted the policy of disestablishing the church 
in Ireland, but to disestablish the commander-in-chief came 
closer home, and was disliked as an invasion of the personal 
rights of the occupant of the throne. This view was rather 
firmly pressed, and it was the first of a series of difficulties — 
always to him extremely painful, perhaps more painful than 
any other — that Mr. Gladstone was called upon in his long- 
career to overcome. The subject was one on which the 
temper of a reforming parliament allowed no compromise, 
even if the prime minister himself had been inclined to 
yield. As it was, by firmness, patience, and that tact which 
springs not from courtiership but from right feeling, he 
succeeded, and in the June of 1870 the Queen approved an 

1 The number of men was re- was reduced from £3,388,023 to 
duced from 49,000 in 1868 to 20,941 £1,905,538. ■ 

in 1870 ; at the same time the mill- 2 Reign oi Queen Victoria, edited 
tary expenditure on the colonies by T. H. Ward (1887), i. p- 211. 
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adequate amount of violent language out of doors against the 
principle of a hereditary legislature . 1 

The results of the general election two years later as they 
affected party, are an instructive comment on all this trepida- 
tion and alarm. In one only of the three ldngdoms the 
ballot helped to make a truly vital difference ; it' dislodged 
the political power of the Irish landlord. In England its 
influence made for purity, freedom, and decency, hut it 
developed no new sources of liberal strength. On this 
aspect of things the first parliamentary precursor of the 
ballot made remarks that are worth a few lines of digression. 
‘ You will feel great satisfaction/ his wife said to Grote one 
morning at their breakfast, 'at seeing your once favourite 
measure triumph over all obstacles.’ ‘ Since the wide expan- 
sion of the voting element/ the historian replied, ‘ I confess 
that the value of the ballot has sunk in my estimation. I 
don’t, in fact, think the elections will be affected by it one 
way or another, as far as party interests are concerned.’ 

* Still/ his interlocutor persisted, ‘ you will at all events get 
at the genuine preference of the constituency.’ ‘No doubt; 
but then, again, I have come to perceive that the choice 
between one man and another among the English people, 
signifies less than I used formerly to think it did. The 
English mind is much of one pattern, take whatsoever class 
you will. The same favourite prejudices, amiable and 
otherwise; the same antipathies, coupled with ill-regulated 
though benevolent efforts to eradicate human evils, are well- 
nisrli universal. A House of Commons cannot afford to be 
above its own constituencies in intelligence, knowledge, or 
patriotism .’ 2 In all this the element of truth is profound 
enough. In every change of political machinery the re- 
former promises and expects a new heaven and a new earth ; 
then standing forces of national tradition, character, and 
institution assert their strength, our millennium lags, and 
the chilled enthusiast sighs. He is unreasonable, as arc all 
those who expect more from life and the world than life and 


1 Tile first parliamentary election 

by ballot in England was the return 
of Mr. Childers at Pontefract (Aug. 


lo, 1S72) on his acceptance of the 
duchy. 

2 Life of Grote, pp. 312, 313. 
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order in council tliat put an end to the dual control of the 
army, defined the position of the commander-in-chief, and 
removed him corporeally from the horse guards to the war 
office in Pall Mall . 1 This, however, by no means brought all 
the military difficulties to an end. 

One particular incident has a conspicuous place on 
the political side of Mr. Gladstone’s life. Among the 
elements in the scheme was the abolition of the practice of 
acquiring military rank by money purchase. Public opinion 
had been mainly roused by Mr. Trevetyan, who now first 
made his mark in that assembly where he was destined to do 
admirable work and achieve high eminence and popularity. 
An Act of George in. abolished selling of offices in other 
departments, but gave to the crown the discretion of retain- 
ing the practice in the army, if so it should seem fit. This 
discretion had been exercised by the issue of a warrant 
sanctioning and regulating that" practice; commissions in 
the army were bought and sold for large sums of money, far 
in excess of the sums fixed by the royal warrant; and vested 
interests on a large scale grew up in consequence. The sub- 
stitution, instead of this abusive s} r stem, of promotion by 
selection, was one of the first steps in arm } 7 reform. No 
effective reorganization was possible without it. As Mr. 
Gladstone put it, the nation must buj 7 back its own army 
from its own officers. No other proceeding in the career of 
the ministry aroused a more determined and violent oppo- 
sition. It offended a powerful profession with a host of 
parliamentary friends ; the officers disliked liberal politics, 
they rather disdained a civilian master, and they fought with 
the vigour peculiar to irritated caste. 

The first question before parliament depended upon the 
Commons voting the money to compensate officers who had 
acquired vested interests. If that was secure, there was 
nothing to hinder the crown, in the discretion committed 
to it by the statute, from cancelling the old warrant. Instead 
of this, ministers determined to abolish purchase by bill. 
Obstruction was long and sustained. The principle of the 
bill was debated and re-debated on every amendment in 



1 Hansard, Feb. 21 and March 23, 1871. 
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tlie world have to give. Yet here at least tho reformer hns 
not failed. The ellicacy of secret voting is negative if wo 
will, hut it averts obvious mischiefs alike from old privi- 
leged orders in states and churches and from now. 


ill 

In finance the country looked for wonders. Ministers 
were called tho cabinet of financiers. Tho cabinet did, in 
fact, contain as many as fivo men who wero at ono time or 
another chancellors of tho exchequer, and its chief was 
recognised through Europe as tho most successful financier 
of the age. No trailing cloud of glory, as in 1853 or 1800, 
attended the great ministry, but sound and substantial 
results were achieved, testifying to a thrifty and skilful 
management, such as might have satisfied the ambition of 
a generation of chancellors. Tho head of the new govern- 
ment promised retrenchment as soon as the government 
was formed. lie told his constituents at Greenwich (Dec. 
21, 1868) that he was himself responsible for having taken 
the earliest opportunity of directing the public mind to the 
subject of expenditure at an opening stage of the late elec- 
tion; for f although there may be times when the public 
mind may become comparatively relaxed in regard to t be 
general principles of economy and thrift, it is the special 
duty of public men to watch the very beginnings of evil in 
that department. It is a very easy thing to notice these 
mischiefs when they have grown to a gigantic size; but if 
commonly happens that when financial error has arisen to 
those dimensions, the case has become too aggravated for a 
remedy.’ He reminded them of the addition that had been 
made to the standing charges of the country in the ordinary 
and steadily recurring annual estimates presented to parlia- 
ment. He said that he knew no reason why three millions 
should have been added during the two years of tory govern- 
ment to the cost of our establishments :• — 


It is one thing. I an very wed aware, to put on three millions; 
it is another thing to take then on TThen yon put three millions 
on to the public expenditure, you create a number of new rela* : 
a rum oer of ustt ozzczs* s ox ciz.lz2c.jZ* ** 


& 



996 


‘day’s work of a giant’ 


: committee, and Mr. Gladstone reported that ‘during his 
— ' whole parliamentary life, he had been accustomed to sco 
class interests of all kinds put themselves on their defence 
under the supposition of being assailed, yet ho had never 
seen a case where the modes of operation adopted by the 
professing champions were calculated to leave such a painful 
impression on the mind.’ Credible whispers were heard of 
the open hostility of high military personages. In one of 
the debates of this time upon the army (Mar. 23, 1S71), 
speakers freely implied that the influence of what was called 
the horse guards was actively adverse to reform. Mr. Glad- 
stone, taking this point, laid it down that ‘military authorities 
without impairing in the slightest degree the general inde- 
pendence of their political opinions, should bo in full 
harmony with the executive as to the military plans and 
measures which it might propose ; and that only on this 
principle could the satisfactory working of our institutions be 
secured.’ 

The correspondence with the Queen was copious. In one 
letter, after mentioning that parliament had been persuaded 
to extend the tenure of the commander-in-chiefs office 
beyond five years, and to allow the patronage and discipline 
of the army to be vested in him, though the secretary of 
state was responsible, Mr. Gladstone proceeds : — 

It would have been impossible to procure the acquiescence of 
parliament in these arrangements, unless they hud been accom- 
panied with the declaration of Mr. Cardwell, made in the name 
of the cabinet, and seen and approved by your Majesty, that ‘it 
is of course necessary for the commander-in-chief to ho in har- 
mony with the government of the day 1 (Feb. 21, 1871), and with 
a similar declaration of Mr. Gladstone on March 23, 1871, abo 
reported to and approved by your Majesty, that while all political 
action properly so called was entirely free, yet the military plans 
and measures of the government must always have the energetic 
co-operation of the military chiefs of the army. 

The end was of course inevitable. 1 The hill at last passed 

: the cm! of the recond voluun\ re«nrj.« !<y Mr. 0! id* tone on Uko* 

the rentier will find fom» intercMing points. 8<-e »dix. 
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expectations. And you can’t, and wliat is more, you ought not 
to, destroy all these in a moment. And, therefore, the work of 
retrenchment must be a well-considered and a gradual work. 
But I ask you to look at the names of the men who have been 
placed in charge of the great spending departments of the country. 
The study, the idea that has governed the formation of the 
present administration has been to place able and upright men 
in charge of the public purse — men of administrative experience, 
men of proved ability, men, lastly, holding their seats in the 
House of Commons, and, therefore, immediately responsible to 
the representatives of the people. It would not become me to 
promise what we can do ; but this I can tell you, that my friends 
connected with the various departments most concerned in the 
public expenditure have, even before the early moment at which 
I speak, directed their very first attention to this subject, and 
that I, for one, shall be as deeply disappointed as you can be, if 
in the estimates which it will be our duty to present in February 
you do not already perceive some results of tlieir opening labours. 

One of Mr. Gladstone’s first letters to a colleague was 
addressed to Mr. Lowe, containing such hints and instruc- 
tions upon treasury administration as a veteran pilot might 
give about lights, buoys, channels, currents, to a new captain. 

‘ No man wants so much sympathy,’ he said, ‘ as the chan- 
cellor of the exchequer, no man gets so little. Nor is there 
any position so lamentable for him as to be defeated m 
proposing some new charge on the public conceived or 
adopted by himself. He is like an ancient soldier wounded 
in the back. Whereas even defeat in resisting the raids of 
the House of Commons on the public purse is honourable, 
and always turns out well in the end.’ He sent Mr. Lowe a 
list of the subjects that he had tried in parliament without 
success, and of those that he had in his head but was not 
able to take in hand. They make a fine example of an 
active and reforming mind . 1 ‘What commonly happened, 
in cases of this kind, in my time, was as follows: — The 
opposition waited for. a development of discontent and 
resistance among some small fraction of liberal members. 

1 See Appendix. 
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the Commons, and then an exciting stage began. In the C. 
Lords it was immediately confronted by a dilatory resolution. , — 
In view of some such proceeding, Mr. Gladstone (July 35) ' 
wrote to the Queen as to tho best course to pursue, and 
here he first mentioned the step that, was to raise such 
clamour: — 

As the government judge that the illegality of over-regulation 
prices cannot continue, and as they can only he extinguished by 
putting an end to purchase, what lias been chiefly considered is 
how to proceed with the greatest certainty and the smallest shock, 
and how to secure, as far as may be for the officers all that has 
hitherto been asked on their behalf. "With this view, the govern- 
ment think the first stop would be to abolish the warrant under 
which prices of commissions arc fixed. As the resolution of tho 
House of Lords stales the unwillingness of the. House to take part 
in abolishing purchase until certain things shall have been done, 
it would not be applicable to a case in which, without its inter- 
position, purchase would have been already abolished. 

Two days later (July 17) the Lords passed what .Sir 
Roundell Palmer called 'their ill-advised resolution.’ On 
July IS tho cabinet met and resolved to recommend tho 
cancelling of tho old warrant, regulating purchase, by a new 
warrant abolishing purchase. It has been said or implied 
that this proceeding was forced imperiously upon tho Queen. 

I find no evidence of this. In the language of Lord Halifax, 
the minister in attendance, writing to Mr. Gladstone from 
Osborne (July 19,1871), the Queen * made no sort of difficulty 
in signing the warrant’ after the case had been explained. 

In the course of the day she sent to tell Lord Halifax, that 
as it was a strong exercise of her power in apparent oppo- 
sition to the House of Lords, she should like (<» have snmo 
more formal expression of the advice of the cabinet than 
was contained in an ordinary letter from (he prime minister, 
dealing with this among other matters. Ministers agreed 
that the Queen had a fair right to have their advice on such 
a point of executive action on her part, recorded in a formal 
and deliberate submission of their opinion. The advice was 
at once clothed in the definite form of a minute. 
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When this was compact in itself, or was at all stimulated ( 
l>y constituencies, they sent out habitually strong party 
whips, and either beat me, or forced mo to withdraw in * 
order to avoid beating, or exposing our men to local dis- 
advantage. This game, 1 hope, will not bo quite so easy now/ 
The iirst two of Mr. Lowe’s budgets were on the lines thus 
traced beforehand. The shilling duty on a quarter of corn 
was abolished — 'an exceeding strong case.’ as Mr. Gladstone 
called it — taxes on conveyances were adjusted, and the duty 
on lire insurance was removed. The only notable contribut ion 
to the standing problem of widening the base of taxation 
was the proposal to pul a tax on matches. 1 This was a notion 
borrowed from the United States, and much approved by 
Mr. Wells, the eminent, free-trade financier of that country. 

In England it was greeted with violent disfavour. It. was 
denounced as reactionary, as violating the iirst principles of 
fiscal administration, and as the very worst tax that had been 
proposed within recent memory, for is not a match a neces- 
sary of life, and to tax a necessary of life is to go against 
Adam Smith and the hooks. The money, it was said, ought 
to have been got either by raising the taxes on tea and sugar, 
or else by putting the shilling duty back on corn again, 
though for that matter, tea, sugar, and corn are quite as 
much necessaries of life as, say, two-thirds of the matches 
used " b'o care, however, was given to serious argument ; 
in fact, the tax was hardly argued at all. Some hundreds of 
poor women employed at a large match factory in the cast 
end of London trooped to protest at Westminster, and the 
tax was quickly dropped. It was perhaps unlucky that the 
proposal happened to be associated with Mr. Lowe, for his 
uncomplimentary criticisms on the working class four or 
five years before were neither forgotten nor forgiven. A 
Latin pun that he meant to print on the proposed halfpenny 
match stamp, ex luce lucellum, ‘a little gain out of a little 


1 Writing to Mr. Lowe on his 
budget proposals, Mr. Gladstone 
says (April 11, 1871): — ‘The lucifer 
matches I hope and think you would 
carry, but I have little information, 
and that old. I advise that on this 
Glyn be consulted as to the feeling 


in the House of Commons. I am 
sceptical as to the ultimate revenue 
of one million.’ 

2 See The M alch Tax : a Problem in 
Finance. By IV. Stanley .Tevons (Lon- 
don : Stanford, 1871). A searching 
defence of the impost. 
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C' On J uly 20 Mr. Gladstone announced to a crowded and 
— > anxious House the abolition of purchase by royal warrant. 
The government, he said, had no other object but simplicity 
and despatch, and the observance of constitutional usage. 
Amid some disorderly interruptions, Mr. Disraeli taunted 
the government with resorting to the prerogative of the 
crown to get out of a difficulty of their own devising. Some 
radicals used the same ill-omened- word. After a spell of 
obstruction on the ballot bill, the bitter discussion on pur- 
chase revived, and Mr. Disraeli said that what had occurred 
early in the evening was ‘disgraceful to the House of 
Commons,’ and denounced ‘ the shameful and avowed con- 
spiracy of the cabinet’ against the House of Lords. The 
latter expression was noticed by the chairman of committee 
and withdrawn, though Mr. Gladstone himself thought it 
the more allowable of the two. 

In a letter to his brother-in-law, Lord Lj'ttelton, Mr. Glad- 
stone vindicated this transaction as follows : — 

July 26, ’71. — I should like to assure my self that you really 
have the points of the case before you. 1. Was it not for us 
an indispensable duty to extinguish a gross, wide-spread, and 
most mischievous illegality, of which the existence had become 
certain and notorious? 2. Was it not also our duty to extinguish 
it in the best manner? 3. Was not the best manner that which, 
(a) made the extinction final ; (b) gave the best, i.e, a statutory, title 
for regulation prices ; ( c ) granted an indemnity to the officers ; (cl) 
secured for them compensation in respect of over-regulation prices? 
4. Did not the vote of the House of Lords stop us in this best 
manner of proceeding? 5. Did it absolve us from the duty of 
putting an end to the illegality ? 6. What method of putting an 

end to it remained to us, except that which we have adopted ? 

Sir Roundell Palmer wrote, ‘ I have always thought and 
said that the issuing of such a warrant was within the un- 
doubted pov r er of the crown. ... It did and does appear to 
me that the course which the government took was the least 
objectionable course that could be taken under the whole 
circumstances of the case.’ 1 I can find nothing more clearly 

1 Memorials, Personal and Political, vol. i. pp. 193, 194. 
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light, was good enough to divert a college common room, 
>but it seemed flippant to people who expected to see the 
bread taken out of their mouths. 

On the other side of the national account Mr. Gladstone 
was more successful. He fought with all his strength for a 
reduction of the public burdens, and in at least one of these 
persistent battles with colleagues of a less economising mind 
than himself, he came near to a breach within the walls of 
his cabinet. In this thankless region he was not always 
zealously seconded. On Dec. 14, 1871, he enters in his 
diary : ‘ Cabinet, 3-7. For two -and a half hours we discussed 
army estimates, mainly on reduction, and the chancellor of 
exchequer did not speak one word.’ The result is worth 
recording. When Mr. Gladstone was at the exchequer the 
charge on naval, military, and civil expenditure had been 
reduced between 1860 and 1865 from thirty-eight millions 
to thirty-one. Under the Derby-Disraeli government the 
figure rose in two or three years to thirty-four millions and 
three-quarters. By 1873 it' had been brought down again 
to little more than thirty-two millions and a quarter. 1 That 
these great reductions were effected without any sacrifice of 
the necessary strength and efficiency of the forces, may be 
inferred from the fact that for ten years under successive 
administrations the charge on navy and army underwent no 
substantial augmentation. The process had been made 
easier, or made possible, by the necessity under which the 
German war laid France, then our only rival in naval force, 
to reduce her expenditure upon new ships. The number of 
seamen was maintained, but a reduction was effected in the 
inefficient vessels in the foreign squadrons ; two costly and 
almost useless dockyards were suppressed (much to the dis- 
advantage of Mr. Gladstone’s own constituents), and great 
abuses were remedied in the dockyards that were left. In 
the army reduction was made possible without lessening 
the requisite strength, by the withdrawal of troops from 
Canada, New Zealand, and the Cape. This was due to the 
wise policy of Lord Granville and Mr. Gladstone. In spite 
of the increased cost of education, of army purchase, of the 
1 See a speech in the House of Commons by Mr. Childers, April 24 , 1873 . 
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and more forcibly said upon this case than the judgment of 
Freeman, the historian — a man who combined in so extra- 
ordinary a degree immense learning with precision in political 
thought and language, and added to both the true spirit of 
manly citizenship : — 

I must certainly protest against the word c prerogative ’ being 
used, as it has so often been of late, to describe Mr. Gladstone’s 
conduct with regard to the abolition of purchase in the army. By 
prerogative I understand a power not necessarily contrary to law, 
but in some sort beyond law — a power whose source must be 
sought for somewhere else than in the terms of an act of parlia- 
ment. But in abolishing purchase by a royal warrant Mr. Glad- 
stone acted strictly within the terms of an act of parliament, an 
act so modern as the reign of George in. He in truth followed a 
course which that act not only allowed but rather suggested. . . . 
I am not one of those who condemn Mr. Gladstone’s conduct in 
this matter; still I grant that the thing had an ill look. The 
difference I take to be this. Mr. Gladstone had two courses before 
him : he might abolish purchase by a royal warrant — that is, by 
using the discretion which parliament had given to the crown ; 
or he might bring a bill into parliament to abolish purchase. . . . 
What gave the thing an ill look was that, having chosen the 
second way and not being able to cany his point that way, he 
then fell back on the first way. I believe that it was better to 
get rid of a foul abuse in the way in which it was got rid of, than 
not to get rid of it at all, especially as the House of Commons had 
already decided against it. Still, the thing did not look well. It 
might seem that by electing to bring a bill into parliament Mr. 
Gladstone had waived his right to employ the royal power in the 
matter. ... I believe that this is one of those cases in which a 
strictly conscientious man like Mr. Gladstone does things from 
which a less conscientious man would shrink. Such a man, fully 
convinced of his own integrity, often thinks less than it would be 
wise to think of mere appearances, and so lays himself open to the 
imputation of motives poles asunder from the real ones . 1 

These last words undoubtedly explain some acts and 
tendencies that gave a handle to foes and perplexed friends. 

1 E. A. Freeman, in Pall Mall Gazelle, February 12, 1874. 
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(1S71-1872) 

For the present at least the reformation will operate against the 
reformers. Nothing is more common than for men to wish, and call 
loudly too, for a reformation, who when.it arrives do by no means 
like the severity of its aspect. Reformation is one of those pieces 
which must be put at some distance in order to please. Its greatest 
favourers love it better in the abstract than in the substance. 

Burke. 

In' July, 1871, Mr. Gladstone paid a Sunday visit to Tenny- c. 
son among the Surrey Hills. They had two interesting days, 
‘with talk ranging everywhere.’ The poet read the Holy — 
Grail, which Mr. Gladstone admired. They discussed the 
Goschen parish council plan, and other social reforms; 
Lacordaire and liberal collectivism; politics and the stormy 
times ahead. Mr. Gladstone assured them that he was a 
conservative, and feared extreme measures from the opposi- 
tion. ‘A very noble fellow,’ Tennyson called him, ‘and 
perfectly unaffected.’ 1 Mr. Gladstone, for his part, records 
in his diary that he found ‘ a characteristic and delightful 
abode. In Tennyson are singularly united true greatness, 
genuine simplicity, and some eccentricity. But the latter is 
from habit and circumstance, the former is his nature. His 
wife is excellent, and in her adaptation to him wonderful. 
His son Hallam is most attractive.’ 

After a laborious and irksome session, ‘in which we have 
sat, I believe, 150 hours after midnight,’ the House rose 
(Aug. 21). Mr. Gladstone spent some time at Whitby with 
his family, and made a speech to his eldest son’s con- 
stituents (Sept. 2) on the ballot, and protesting against 
1 Life of Tennyson, ii. p. 108. 
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Next, lot us turn to reform in a different field. All the 
highest abstract arguments wore against secret voting. To 
have a vote is to litivo power; as Burke said, ‘liberty is 
power, when men act. in bodies’; but the secret vote is 
power without responsibility. The vote is a trust for the 
commonwealth : to permit secrecy makes it look like a 
right conferred for a man’s own benefit. Yon enjoin upon 
him to give his vote on public grounds; in the same voice 
you toll him not to let the public know how he gives it. 
.Secrecy saps the citizens courage, promotes evasion, tempts 
to downright lying. Remove publicity and its cheeks, then all 
the na an motives of mankind — their malice, petty rivalries, 
pique, tin* prejudices that men would bo ashamed to put into 
words even to themselv< ‘.-~skullc to the polling booth under 
a disguising cloak. Secrecy, again, prevents the statesman 
from weighing or testing the forces in character, stability, 
persistency, of the men by whom a majority has been built 
tip, and on whose fidelity his power of action must, depend. 
This strain of argument was worked out by J. S. Mill 1 and 
others, and drew from Mr. Bright, who belonged to a different 
school of liberals, the gruff saying, that the worst of great 
thinkers is that they so often think wrung. 

Though tin* abstract reasoning might he unanswerable, the 
concrete ease the other way was irresistible. Experience 
showed that without secrecy in its exercise the suffrage was 
not free. The farmer was afraid of his landlord, and the 
labourer was afraid of the farmer: the employer could 
tighten the screw on the workman, the shopkeeper feared 
the power of his best customers, the debtor quailed before 
his creditor, the priest, wielded thunderbolts over the faithful. 
Not only was the open vote not free: it exposed its possessor 
to so much bullying, molestation, and persecution, that his 
possession came to be less of a boon than a nuisance. 

For forty years this question had been fought. Ihc ballot 
actually figured in a clause of an early draft of the Reform 
bill of 1832. Grotc, inspired by James Mill whose vigorous 

1 lit presentative Government, chap. x. 
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pleas for the ballot in his well-known article in LSoO were CI1 

the. high landmark in the controversy, bronchi- it- before. 1 

parliament in an annual motion. "When that admirable man ' JV1 
quitted parliament to finish his great history of Greece, the 
torch was still borne onwards by other hands. Ballot, was 
one of the live points of the charter. At nearly every meet- 
ing for parliamentary reform between the Crimean war and 
1 Israeli's bill of TNi7. the ballot, was made a cardinal point, 
(tenoral opinion fluctuated from time to time, and in the 
sixties journals of repute formally dismissed it as a dead 
political idea. The extension of the franchise in l,si;7 brought, 
it to life again, and Mr. Bright led the van in the election 
of LSiiS by declaring in bis address that be regarded the 
ballot as of the first importance. 1 Whether I look,’ he said, 

Mo the excessive cost of elections, or to the tumult which so 
often attends them, or to the unjust- and cruel pressure which 
is so frequently brought to bear upon the less independent- 
class of voters. 1 am persuaded that the true interest of the 
public and of freedom will ho served by the system of secret, 
and free voting.’ d.S. Mill bad argued that, tin* voter should 
name his candidate in the polling booth, just as the judge 
does his duty in a court open to the public eye. No, replied 
Bright, the jury-room is ns important as the judge’s bench, 
and yet the jury-room is treated as secret, and in some 
countries the verdict, is formally given by ballot.. Some 
scandals in the way of electoral intimidation did much to 
ripen public opinion. One parliamentary committee in ] 80S 
brought evidence of this sort to light, and another committee 
recommended secret voting as the cure. 

Among those most ardent for the change from open to 
secret voting, the prime minister was hardly to he included. 

‘I am not aware/ ho wrote to Lord Shaftesbury (Dec. ]], 
LS71), ‘ of having been at anytime a vehement, opponent of 
the ballot. 1 have not been accustomed to attach to it a 
vital importance, hut at any time, I think, within the last 
twenty or twenty-five years I should have regarded it as the 
legitimate complement of the present suffrage.’ 1 In the 
first speech lie made as prime minister at Greenwich (Dec. 

1 The reader may remember liis stripling letters.— above p. DD. 
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vindicating the ballot bill, laughing at various prescriptions 
of social quackery — until at the close of a speech nearly two 
hours long, he retired amid sustained hurricanes of earnest 
applause. Well might he speak of rather an excess of physi- 
cal effort, to say nothing of effort of mind. 

On his return to Ha warden he had a visit from Mr. Bright, 
whom he earnestly hoped to bring back into the cabinet . 1 

Nor. 13. — Uawnrclen. Two long conversations with Mr. Bright, 
who arrived at one. 14. — Some five hours in conversation with 
Mr. Bright : also I opened my proposal to him, which he took 
kindly though cautiously. My conversation with him yesterday 
evening kept me awake till four. A most rare event; hut my 
hrain assumes in the evening a feminine susceptibility, and resents 
any unusual strain, though, strange to say, it will stand a debate 
in the II. of C. 15. — Forenoon with Bright, who departed, 
having charmed everybody by his gentleness. Began the cutting 
of n large beech. 

To Lord GravvUl r. 

Nor. 15, 1S71. — Bright has been here for forty-eight hours, of 
which we passed 1 think more than a fourth in conversation on 
public affairs. Everything in and everything out of the cabinet I 
told him as far as my memory would serve, and I think we pretty 
well boxed the political compass. On the whole I remained con- 
vinced of two things: first, that his heart is still altogether with 
us; secondly, that his health, though requiring great care, is really 
equal to the moderate demands we should make upon him. The 
truth is I was quite as much knocked up with our conversation as 
he was, hut then I had the more active share. Tn the whole range 
of subjects that we travelled over, we came to no point of sharp 
difference, and I feel confident that he could work with the 
cabinet as harmoniously and effectually as before. Tn saying this 
I should add that I told him, with respect to economy, that I 
thought we should now set our faces in that direction. I told 
him that we should not expect of him ordinary night attendance 
in the House of Commons, and that his attendance in the cabinet 

1 Mr. Bright had retired from the cabinet on account of ill-health in 
December 1870. 
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21, 1868) he said that there were two subjects that could not 
be overlooked in connection with the representation of the 
people. ‘ One of them is the security afforded by the present 
system for perfect freedom in the giving of the vote, which 
vote has been not only not conferred as a favour, but im posed 
as a duty by the legislature on the members of the com- 
munity. I have at all times given my vote in favour of open 
voting, but I have done so before, and I do so now, with an 
important reservation, namely, that whether by open voting 
or b}r whatsoever means, free voting must be secured.’ 

A bill providing for vote by ballot, abolishing public 
nominations and dealing with corrupt practices in parlia- 
mentary elections was introduced by Lord Hartington in 
1870. Little progress was made with it, and it was eventually 
withdrawn. But the government were committed to the 
principle, and at the end of July Mr. Gladstone took the 
opportunity of explaining his change of opinion on this 
question, in the debate on the second reading of a Ballot bill 
brought in by a private member. Now that great numbers 
who depended for their bread upon their daily labour had 
acquired the vote, he said, their freedom was threatened 
from many quarters. The secret vote appeared to be 
required by the social conditions under which they lived, 
and therefore it had become a necessity and a duty to give 
effect to the principle. 

Yet after the cabinet had decided to make the ballot a 
ministerial measure, the head of the cabinet makes a rather 
pensive entry in his diary : — ‘ July 27, 1870. — H. of C. Spoke 
on ballot, and voted in 324-230 with mind satisfied, and as to 
feeling, a lingering reluctance.’ How far this reluctance was 
due to misgivings on the merits of the ballot, how far to 
the doubts that haunt every ministerial leader as to the 
possibilities of parliamentary time, we do not know. The 
bill, enlarged and reintroduced next year, was entrusted to 
the hands of Mr. Forster — himself, like Mr. Gladstone, a 
latish convert to the principle of secret voting — and by 
Forster’s persistent force and capacity for hard and heavy 
labour after some eighteen days in committee, it passed 
through the House of Commons. 
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After obstruction bad been at last broken down, other CH 

well-known resources of civilisation remained, and the Lords v Z. 

threw out the bill . 1 * It was novel, they said; it was danger- yE ' r 
ous, it had not been considered by the country or parliament 
(after eighteen days of committee and forty years of public 
discussion), it was incoherent and contradictory, and to enact 
vote by ballot was inevitably to overthrow the monarchy. 
Even the mightiest of American orators had said as much. 
‘Above all things , 5 Daniel Webster had adjured Lord 
Shaftesbury, ‘ resist to the very last the introduction of the 
ballot ; for as a republican, I tell you that the ballot can 
never co-exist with monarchical institutions . 5 

The rejection by the Lords stimulated popular insistence. 

At Whitb} r in the autumn (Sept. 2), Mr. Gladstone said 
the people’s bill had been passed b}- the people’s House, 
and when it was next presented at the door of the House of 
Lords, it would be with an authoritative knock. He told 
Lord Houghton that he was sorry to see the agitation appar- 
ently rising against the House of Lords, though he had a 
strong opinion about the imprudence of its conduct on the 
Army bill, and especially on the Ballot bill. ‘ There is no 
Duke of Wellington in these days. His reputation as a 
domestic statesman seems to me to rest almost entirely on his 
leadership of the peers between 1832 and 1841. 

The bill was again passed through the Commons in 1872. 

Mr. Gladstone was prepared for strong measures. The 
cabinet decided that if the House of Lords should hold to 
what the prime minister styled ‘the strange provision for 
optional secrecy, 5 the government would withdraw the bill 
and try an autumn session, and if the Lords still hardened 
their hearts, ‘there would remain nothing but the last 
alternative to consider, — these woi ds, I assume, meaning a 
dissolution. Perhaps the opposition thought that a dissolu- 
tion on the ballot might give to the ministeiial Antteus fresh 
energy This time the Lords gave way, satisfied that the 
measure had now at last been more adequately discussed,— 
the said discussion really consisting m no more than an 

i In the House of Lords only 48 peers voted for the bill 

Many of the whigs abstained. 
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politician. He was confident that whether estimated by CIL 

their numbers, their wealth, or their respectability, the con- * * 

servatives indubitably held in their hands the means and * Et - 
elements "of permanent power. He discharges a fusillade 
from Roman history against the bare idea of vote by ballot, 
quotes Cicero as its determined enemy, and ascribes to 
secret suffrage the fall of the -republic. He quotes with 
much zest a sentence from an ultra-radical journal that the 
life of the West Indian negro is happiness itself compared 
with that of the poor inmate of our spinning-mills. He 
scores a good point for the patron of Newark, by an eloquent 
article on the one man who had laboured to retrieve the 
miserable condition of the factory children, and ends with 
a taunting reminder to the reformers that this one man, 
Sadler, 1 was the nominee of a borough-monger, and that 
borough-monger the Duke of Newcastle. 

It need not be said that his church-going never flagged. 

In 1840 his friend, the elder Acland, interested himself in 
forming a small brotherhood, with rules for systematic 
exercises of devotion and works of mercy. Mr. Gladstone 
was one of the number. The names were not published, nor 
did any one but the treasurer know the amounts given. 

The pledge to personal and active benevolence seems not to 
have been strongly operative, for at the end of 1845 (Dec. 7) 

Mr. Gladstone writes to Hope in reference to Acland’s 
scheme : — ‘ The desire we then both felt passed off, as far as 
I am concerned, into a plan of asking only a donation and 
subscription. Now it is very difficult to satisfy the demands 
of duty to the poor by money alone. On the other hand, it 
is extremely hard for me — and I suppose possibly for you — 
to give them much' in the shape of time and thought, for 
both with me are already tasked up to and beyond their 
powers ... I much wish we could execute some plan which 
without demanding much time would entail the discharge of 

1 Sadler is now not much more than heat him at Leeds in 1832. But he 
' a name, except to students of the deserves our honourable recollection 
history of social reform in England, on the ground mentioned by Mr. 
known to some by a couple of articles Gladstone, as a man of indefatigable 
of Macaulay’s, written in that great and effective zeal in one of the best 
man’s least worthy and least agreeable of causes, 
style, and by the fact that Macaulay 
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some humble and humbling office . . If j ou thought with 

me — and I do not see why } ou should not, except to assume 
the rex erse is pa} mg m> self a compliment — let us go to work, 
as m tho 3 oung da} s of the college plan but with a moro 
direct and less ambitious purpose * Of this wo in a} see some- 
thing later At a great service at St Paul’s, he notes tho glory 
alike of sight and sound as ‘possessing that remarkable cri- 
terion of tho sublime, a grand result from a combination of 
simple elements’ Edward Irving did not attract; ‘a scene 
pregnant with mclanchol} instruction ’ He was immensely 
stmek by Melvili whom some of us ha\e heard pronounced 
by tho generation beforo us to bo tho most puissant of all the 
men m his calling ‘His sentiments,’ says Mr. Gladstone,. 
' are manly m tono , lie deals powerfully with all his subjects, 
his language is flowing and unbounded, lus imagery varied 
and intense!} strong Vigorous and loft} as aro his con- 
ceptions, ho is not, I think, less remarkable for soundness 
and healthiness of mind’ Such a passage shows among 
other things liow tho diarist was alrcnd} teaching himself 
to anal} so tho art of orator} I may note ono rather curious 
habit no doubt practised with a xicw to training in tho 
art of speech Besides listening to as man} sermons ns 
jiossiblo, bo w as also for a long tune fond of reading them 
aloud cspecinlh Pr Arnold’s, in rather a peculiar wa} 

' Mj plan is’ ho sa}s, to strengthen or qualify or omit 
expressions as 1 go along ’ 


rt 

In an autobiographical note written m tho late da}s of 
lus hfo when he had become tho only commoner left who 
had fiat m the old burned Home of Commons ho say* — 

I took ror * at a' tht ojv ungnf 1831 p’xnnlrd unquo-t* tonally 
unit a Urge rtock of frhoolhoy Indifidur-** Tho f rut tmto ilut 
1 tj»m< o required n * to go to the arm of the chair to fix tr o « 
thing ?« tl « Maurer* — the fir»t of term wt»> r 

fillet 1 hare lr*sn — trio wm '■*!*«,• <f a Kea'** I re 
n-rhr the ritual 1 i re l-dily < f tl e fnice of t »•! h wW h 
him'*" I'l* apt** fn an if haul 
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K wished to have three months’ tenure of the judgeship, and 
— ' that we agreed with you that this would have been only a 
sham.’ 

Cockburn, the chief justice of the Queen’s bench, opened 
fire on Mr. Gladstone (Nov. 10) in a long letter of rather 
over-heroic eloqtlence, protesting that a colourable appoint- 
ment to a judgeship for the purpose of getting round the law 
seriously compromised the dignity of the judicial office, and 
denouncing the grievous impropriety of the proceeding as a 
mere subterfuge and evasion of the statute. Mr. Gladstone 
could be extremely summary when he chose, and he replied 
in three or four lines, informing the chief justice that as the 
transaction was a joint one, and as ‘the completed part of it 
to which you have taken objection, was the official act of the 
lord chancellor/ he had transmitted the letter for his con- 
sideration. That was all he said. The chancellor for his 
part contented himself with half a dozen sentences, that his 
appointment of Collier to the puisne judgeship had been 
made with a full knowledge of Mr. Gladstone’s intention to 
recommend him for the judicial committee; that he thus 
‘ acted advisedly and with the conviction that the arrange- 
ment was justified as regards both its fitness and its legality ’; 
and that he took upon himself the responsibility of thus con- 
curring with Mr. Gladstone, and was prepared to vindicate 
the course pursued. This curt treatment of his Junius-like 
composition mortified Cockburn’s literary vanity, and no 
vanity is so easily stung as that of the amateur. 

Collier, when the storm was brewing, at once wrote to Mr. 
Gladstone (Nov. 13) proposing to retain his judgeship to the 
end of the term, then to resign it, and act gratuitously in 
the privy council. He begged that it might not be supposed 
he offered to do this merely as matter of form. ‘ Though I 
consider the objection to my appointment wholly baseless, 
still it is not jffeasant to me to hold a salaried office, my 
right to which is questioned.’ ‘ I have received your letter, 
Mr. Gladstone replied (Nov. 14), ‘which contains the offer 
that would only be made by a high-spirited man, im- 
patient of suspicion or reproval, and determined to place 
himself beyond it. ... I have not a grain of inclination 
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stone ever sat upon the green benches Ho read his blue 
ebooks did his duty by election committees and on the 
first occasion •when m consequence of staying a littlo too 
long at a dinner at the Duke of Hamilton s he missed a 
division Ins self reproach w as almost as sharp as if he had 
fallen into mortal sin This is often enough the way with 
a irtuous y oung members but Mr Gladstones 7calous ideal 
of parliamentary duty lasted and both at first and always 
he was a singular union of deep moditatne seriousness with 
untiring animation assiduity and practical energy and force 
working o\er a wide field definitely mapped 
In the assembh where he was one day to rank among 
the most powerful orators c\er inscribed upon its goldon 
roll ho first opened his lips m a few words on a Now ark 
petition (April 30) and shortly after (May 21) ho spoko 
two or three minutes on an Edinburgh petition A littlo 
later the question of slaxery w hero ho 1 now overy inch of 
the ground brought him to a serious ordeal In May, 
Stanley as colonial secret iry introduced the proposals, of the 
goicrnment for the graduxl abolition of colonial slavery 
Abolition was to bo preceded by an intermediate stago 
designated os apprenticeship to last for twcho years and 
the pi inters were to bo helped through tho difficulties of the 
transition In a loan of fifteen millions In tfio cottrso of the 
proceedings tho lntenncdiato period w is shortened from 
twelve years to seten and the loan of fifteen millions was 
transformed into a free gift of ti enta To this scheme John 
GJod stone whoso indomitable tneigy rnadolnm the leading 
sprit of tlm West Indian interest was consist* nth opposed, 
and ho naturalh became the marl of abolitionist attack 
Iho oculsi m of Mr (»1 idston •» fir-t sj ech i ls an nttacl by 
I ord Howiefi on tho manager of John Ciladstr no s ih worm 
t tates whom ho denounced ns tho murderer of slms* — 
an attack undo will out mute to the tw> fom of tin 
incriminated j roj rictor sitting »n front of bun Hi d dared 
that the 8 f n\ci on the \t «hnht<»j» fu^ar jlantat is iur« 
system Hi ali\ i » rl ed t i death m < rd r to m rta.<o 
enp Mr Ghdstowo tried m \*ift to catch the rto of th« 
Clutmnn o i Max *0 a: d tb* t eat dix 1 c widjc ] t j *jwah 
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to recede from tlie course marked out, and if you had 
proposed to abandon the appointment, I should have 
remonstrated.’ 

What Mr. Gladstone called ‘a parliamentary peppering 1 ’ 
followed in due course. It was contended that the statute 
in spirit as in letter exacted judicial experience, and that 
formal passing through a court was a breach of faith with 
parliament. As usual, lawyers of equal eminence were 
found to contend with equal confidence that a fraud had 
been put upon the law, and that no fraud had been put 
upon it; that the law required judicial status not experience, 
and on the other hand that what it required was experience 
not status. Lord Hatherley and Roundell Palmer were all 
the virtues, whether public or private, personified ; they were 
at the top of the legal ladder ; and they agreed in Palmer’s de- 
liberate judgment, that — after other judges with special fitness 
had declined the terms offered by parliament — in nominating 
the best man at the bar who was willing to take a vacant 
puisne judgeship upon the understanding that he should be 
at once transferred to the judicial committee, the govern- 
ment were innocent of any offence against either the spirit 
or substance of the law. 1 

Yet the escape was narrow. The government only missed 
censure in the Lords by a majority of one. In the Commons 
the evening was anxious. You will see,’ says Mr. Bruce 
(Feb. 20, 1872), ‘that we got but a small majority last 
night. The fact is that our victory in the Lords made men 
slack about coming to town, and Glyn got very nervous in 
the course of the evening. However, Palmer’s and Glad- 
stone’s speeches, both of which were excellent, improved the 
feeling, and many who had announced their intention to go 
away without voting, remained to support us.’ At one 
moment it even looked as if the Speaker might have to give 
a casting vote, and he had framed it on these lines : — ‘ I have 
concluded that the House while it looks upon the course 
taken by government as impolitic and injudicious, is not pre- 
pared at the present juncture to visit their conduct with 
direct parliamentary censure.’ 2 In the end, ministers had a 
1 Selborne’s Memorials , i. p. 200. 2 Brand papers. 
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exist, under the system of slavery, and that this was ‘a sub- 
stantial reason why the British legislature and public 
should set themselves in good earnest to provido for its 
extinction.’ He admitted, too, that wo had not fulfilled our 
Christian obligations by communicating the inestimable 
benefits of our religion to the slaves in our colonies, and that 
the belief among the early English planters, that if you made 
a man a Christian you could not keep him a slave, had 
led them to the monstrous conclusion that the} ought 
not to impart Christianity to their slaves Its extinction 
was a consummation devoutly to bo desired and in good 
earnest to bo forwarded, but immediate and unconditioned 
emancipation without a previous advance in cbaractor,must 
place the negro m a stato where bo would bo his own worst 
enemy, and so must crown all the wrongs already dono 
to Jinn by cutting oft tho last hope of rising to a higher 
level m social existence At somo later period of his life 
Mr Gladstone read a corrected report of his first speech, and 
found its tone much less than satisfactory ‘But of course,’ 
ho adds allowance must bo made for tho enormous and 
most blessed change of opinion since that day on tho subject 
of negro slavery I must say however, that even l>eforo this 
timo I had come to entertain little or no confidence in the 
proceedings of the resident agents in the M cst Indies.' ‘ I 
can now sco plainly enough, ho said sixty years liter, * tho 
sad defects tho red iHibcrahsm of im opinions on that 
subject, let they were not illiberal as comp trod with tho 
ideas of tho tunes and as declared in parliament m 
they obtained tho commendation of tho liberal h adir**' 

It is f nr to reim tuber th it Ihtt Fox On nville and Grey 
wlulo eigcr to bring the slavo trade to nn instant uul 
habitu dly disclaimed isatalumm any intentn n of cm an ei 
patmg tho bhcU on the sugar islands In 1S(»7 whin tho 
foul I lot of the trade was nlxdtdn d < v« n AN ill* rfortc him 
If discouraged attempts to nl^Jish slavery, though the 
noble phihnthrop st mk n advanced to tlj * full kngtli i f h h 
own prmcii W c 3 in JNH wo j?<I have n uhmg to do * th 
* jlh< r iidij) dial* unti ij vtion or grvdu d P ra< 3i has j u* 
Ins vuw un record tint tho itiowr lrit th" 
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wished to have three months’ tenure of the judgeship, and 
that we agreed with you that this would have been only a 
sham/ 

Cockburn, the chief justice of the Queen’s bench, opened 
fire on Mr. Gladstone (Nov. 10) in a long letter of rather 
over-heroic eloquence, protesting that a colourable appoint- 
ment to a judgeship for the purpose of getting round the law 
seriously compromised the dignity of the judicial office, and 
denouncing the grievous impropriety of the proceeding as ; 
mere subterfuge and evasion of the statute. Mr. Gladstoj 
could be extremely summary when he chose, and he repfi 
in three or four lines, informing the chief justice that as 
transaction was a joint one, and as ‘ the completed part 
to which you have taken objection, was the official act c 
lord chancellor,’ he had transmitted the letter for hi' 
sideration. That was all he said. The chancellor 
part contented himself with half a dozen sentences, 
appointment of Collier to the puisne judgeship 1 
made with a full knowledge of Mr. Gladstone’s ini 
recommend him for the judicial committee; thr 
‘ acted advisedly and with the conviction that t) 
ment was justified as regards both its fitness and 1 
and that he took upon himself the responsibility 
curring with Mr. Gladstone, and was prepared 
the course pursued. This curt treatment of 1 
composition mortified Cockburn’s literary 
vanity is so easily stung as that of the am at' 

Collier, when the storm was brewing, at r 
Gladstone (Nov. 13) proposing to' retain hi. c 
end of the term, then to resign it, and ; 
the privy council. He begged that it mb 
he offered to do this merely as matter < . „ 

consider the objection to my appoint! ; 
still it is not pleasant to me to hold : ■ 

right to which is questioned.’ f I ha> 

Mr. Gladstone replied (Nov. 14), ‘ w 
that would only be made by a 
patient of suspicion or reproval, 
himself beyond it. ... I have i 
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Besides his speeches he gave a full number of party votes, 
some of them interesting enough in view of the vast career 
before him I think the first of them all was in the majority 
of 42S against 40 upon O’Connell’s amendment for repeal, — 
an occasion that came vividly to his memory on the evo of 
his momentous change of policy in 1886. Ho voted for tho 
worst clauses of tho Irish Coercion bill, including tho court- 
martial clause He fought steadily against the admission 
of Jews to parliament He fought against tho admission of 
dissenters without a test to the universities, v. Inch he described 
as seminaries for tho established church He supported tho 
existing com law. He said ‘No' to tho property tax and 
‘ Ayo ’ for retaining tho house and window taxes Ho resisted 
a motion of Hume’s for the abolition of military and naval 
sinecures (February 14), and another motion of tho same 
excellent man’s for tho abolition of all flogging in tho army 
savo for mutiny and drunkenness Ho voted against tho 
publication of tho division lists He toted with ministers 
both against shorter parliaments, and (April 25) against tho 
ballot, a cardinal reform carried by his own government fort) 
y oars later. On tho other hand ho voted (July 5) w ith Lord 
Ashley against postponing liis bonoficcnt policy of factory 
legislation , but ho did not voto either way n fortnight lator 
wlion Altborp sensibly reduced tho limit of ten hours work 
in factories from tho impracticable ago of eighteen proposed 
by Ashley, to tho ago of thirteen I lo supported n bill against 
work on Sundays 


A page or two from his diary will carry us succinctly 
enough o\cr tho rest of the hr>t and second years of his 
parliamentary life 

Jidy 21, IM3, ftunhv — . • • Wrote some line* And prose 
FmMieil Strype Road Abbott and Hunn<*r aloud Tloight 
for some !» mm on my own future dr<nny, an l took a solitary walk 
to an 1 al*out Kenwurton Garden*. JJy 25 — Lead I.'.Mm is*t, 
, f l\t an 1 firm! *1 fir'ory up* rt Ju > -UV: to 

hit with vM Mr. Wi!»*rf jne. ir'ndtt -d by 1 1 »* o !!» tt 
cfirvrful an l a VautiM f rf oU * r r in «>!.* ef ire. 
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operations at Oxford; tlio Oriel men were aware of his C 
motive in seeking incorporation, and the vice-chancellor and v__ 
everybody else concerned knew all about it. Mr. Gladstone, ^ 
when squalls began to blow, wrote to Mr. Harvey (Feb. 26, 
72) that ho was advised that the presentation was perfectly 
valid. 

The attack in parliament was, as such attacks almost 
always are, much overdone. Mr. Gladstone, it appeared, was 
far worse than Oliver Cromwell and the parliament of the 
great rebellion; for though those bad men forced three pro- 
fessors upon Oxford between 16TS and 1660, still they took 
care that the intruders should all bo men trained at Oxford 
and graduates of Oxford. Who could be sure that the prime 
minister would not next appoint an ultramontane divine 
from Bologna, or a Greek from Corfu ? Such extravagances 
did as little harm as the false stories about Mr. Harvey being 
jobbed into the living because he had been at Eton with Mr. 
Gladstone and was his political supporter. As it happened 
he was a conservative, and Mr. Gladstone knew nothing of 
him except that a number of most competent persons had 
praised his learning. In spite of all this, however, and of 
the technical validity of the appointment, we may wish that 
the rector’s doubts had not been overruled. A worthy 
member regaled the IT ousc by a story of a gentleman staying 
in the mansion of a friend ; one morning he heard great noise 
and confusion in the yard; looking out he saw a kitchen- 
maid being put on a horse, and so carried round and round 
the yard. When he went downstairs ho asked what was the 
matter, and the groom said, ‘Oh, sir, ’tis only that we’re 
going to take the animal to the fair to sell, and we want to 
say he has carried a lady.’ The apologue was not delicate, 
but it conveyed a common impression. ‘ Gladstone spoke/ 
says Mr. Bruce (March 9, 1872), ‘with great vigour and 
eloquence on the Ewelme case ; but I think that, with the 
best possible intentions, he had placed himself in a wrong 
position.’ 

iv 

In 1872 the wide popularity of the government under- 
went a marked decline. The award at Geneva caused lively 
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long annual spoil for the remaining eighteen years of his 
x father's life 

On the morning of his arrival, he notes, * I rodo to the mill 
of Kmcairn to see Mackay who was shot last night Ho was 
suffering much and seemed near death Read the Holy 
Scriptures to him (Psalms 51, 69, 71, Isaiah 55, Joh 14, Col 
3) Left my prayer book.' The visit was repeated daily 
until the poor man’s death a week later Apart from such 
calls of duty, books arc his main interest. Ho is greatly 
dehgh ted with Hamilton’s Men and Manners in America. 
Alfien’s Antigone he dislikes as having the faults of both 
ancient and modem drama He grinds away through Gifford’s 
Pitt, and reads Hallam’s Middle Age * ‘ My method has 

usually been, 1, to read over regularly, 2, to glanco again 
o\er all I liavo read, and analyse’ Ho was just as little of 
tho lounger in his lighter reading Schiller’s plays ho went 
through with attention, finding it 'a good plan to read along 
with history, historical plays of tho s uno events for material 
illustration, as well as aid to tho memory.’ IIo read Scott’s 
chapters on Mary Stuart in ins history of Scotland, 'to 
enablo mo better to appreciate the admirable judgment 
of Schiller (in Mu? in Stuart) both where lie has adhered to 
history and where ho has gono beyond it’ Ifo finds fault 
with tho Tcmi*to< le of Mctastasto, as ‘ too humane.’ ‘ History 
should not bo violated without a reason It may 1 m? set aside 
to fill up pootical \ crisimihtnile If history assigns a can so 
inadequate to its effect, or an offcct inadequate to its cause, 
poetry may supply tho deficiency for tho sake of an iinpreMivo 
whole. Rut it is too much to overact a narrative and call it 
a historical play.’ Then canto a tragic stroke in rtal hie 

0 1 C, lM*t — IV-t hour ta-dtv bnuicht r»e a fJ’-U" holy 
announcement— the dtalh <f Arthur Halbe* Th»* uMhgrm* 
wa 4 deeply opji^Tiie eica to my e?}f th *t I nr urn tn 

him, for uvttlf, *nr carl ot »c*r fr »-n l, ft 'fay MIjw rte\» in-', 
one who wo*iM Itm Morr t«! h* #a ! c^r'n. a t ir I full tf 
Wanly an*! of poire*, a’Ui'lo,; of" -t tn that Jl'al *nt l*rl if 
which it t* I'etirtjM a t a dp'**. an rsaf j '* \\ l * V »U I 

hi* like t Vet tbit «l»*i— ati «)*> t «’l \ am, t ? t» - r - m » h j* 
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K majority of twenty-seven, and reached tlieir homes at three 
in- the morning with reasonably light hearts. 

ill 

The ecclesiastical case of complaint against Mr. Glad- 
stone was of a similar sort. By an act of parliament 
passed in 1871 the Queen was entitled to present to the 
rectory of Ewelme, but only a person who was a member 
of convocation of the university of Oxford. This limitation 
was inserted by way of compensation to • the university 
for the severance of the advowson of the rectory from 
a certain chair of divinity. The living fell vacant, and 
the prime minister offered it (June 15) to Jelf of Christ 
Church, a tory and an evangelical. By Jelf it was declined. 
Among other names on the list for preferment was that of 
Mr. Harvey, a learned man who had published an edition 
of Irenseus, a work on the history and theolog}’ - of the three 
creeds, articles on judaism, jansenism, and Jesuitism, and 
other productions of merit. As might perhaps have been 
surmised from the nature of his favourite pursuits, he was 
not 'a liberal in politics, and he had what was for the 
purposes of this preferment the further misfortune of being 
a Cambridge man. To him Mr. Gladstone now offered 
Ewelme, having been advised that by the process of formal 
incorporation in the Oxford convocation the requirement of 
the statute would be satisfied. Mr. Harvey accepted. He 
was told that it was necessary that he should become a 
member of convocation before he could be appointed. A 
little later (Aug. 1) he confessed to the prime minister his 
misgivings lest he should be considered as an ‘ interloper in 
succeeding to the piece of preferment that paidiament had 
appropriated to bona-fide members of the university of 
Oxford.’ These scruples were set aside, he was incorporated 
as a member of Oriel in due form, and after forty-two days 
of residence was admitted to membership of convocation, but 
whether to such plenary membership as the Ewelme statute 
was taken to require, became matter of dispute. All went 
forward, and the excellent man was presented and instituted 
to his rectory in regular course. There was no secret about 
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ficencc of his expositions must lix them uiy stron a lj m the mm 3s 
of his hearers In ordinary works great attention would be excited 
by the sery infrequent occurrence of the icry brilliant expre sions 
and illnstiations with which be cloys the palate His gems lie like 
paving stones He does indeed seem to be an admirable man 
Of Edinburgh his knowledge soon became intimate IIis 
father and mother took him to that citj, as we have seen, 
m 1814 He spent a spring there m 1828 just beforo 
going to Oxford and ho recollected to the end of Ins 
life a sermon of Dr Andrew Thomsons on the Eepont 
anco of Judas a great and stril ing subject.’ botno 
circumstanco or another bi ought him into relations with 
Chalmers that ripened into friendship Wo used to liavo 
walks together Mr Gladstono remembered, chiefly out of 
tho town by the Doan Bridge and along the Queonsferry 
road On ono of our walks together, Chalmers took mo 
down to sco ono of his districts by tho water of Icitli, and 
I remember wo wont into one or moro of tho cottages Ho 
wont in with smiling countcnanco, greeting and being grcctul 
by tho pcoplo and sat down But ho had nothing to *i\ 
Ho was etactl} hko tlio Duke of Wellington who said of 
himself tint ho had no small talk His wholo mind was 
alwajs full of somo great sulject and ho could not dcinto 
from it Ho sat smiling among tho people, but ho had no 
small talk for them and tlioyr had no hrgo talk So after 
iomo tmio wo enmo away he pit used to havo l>cen with tho 
pcoplo and they proud to ha\o IncI tho Doctor with thorn n 
I'ctr Ch'ihttcn he neter iwt a »vw? 
expressed in ndunmhlo words — 'one of nature* nohlts, Ins 
wamor grmdtur, his rich and glowing eloquence Ins 
absorbed and nUsorling earnestness abo\c all In singular 
Minpliuty and detachment Irom the world' Among other 
memories ‘Thero was a quaint old shop it tin Borin td 
winch med to intcrt-t me 'try much It was kept In i 
l*ooLsclltr, Mr Thomas NtKue I tvriciuVr 1* ngarmmd 
by a reply ho made to nu one day when I went in and askid 
for Ikjoths Rtwn of 6m <• He half turn**! h s 1 ca 1 1 ward* 

» f**r» ft <■{ at «nt*r*tr* * «** 3'r t I 1 /? w»« .1/ « , 

Mar 2, a «* l' 



CHARACTER OF GLADSTONIAN MAJORITY 1023 


capacity from supporting a government which is liberal and Cl 

conservative. ' v — 

JE 

Here is a sketch from the Aberdare papers of the temper 
and proceedings of the session : — 

April 19. — We have had a disastrous week — three defeats, of 
which much the least damaging was that on local taxation, where 
we defended the public purse against a dangerous raid. There is 
no immediate danger to be apprehended from them. But these 
defeats lower prestige, encourage the discontented and envious, 
and animate the opposition. I think that Gladstone, who behaved 
yesterday with consummate judgment and temper, is personally 
very indifferent at the result. He is vexed at the ingratitude of 
men for whom he has done such great things which would have 
been simply impossible without him, and would not be unwilling 
to leave them for a while to their own guidance, and his feeling 
is shared by many of the ministry. Our measures must for the 
most part be taken up by our successors, and we should of course 
be too happy to help them. But I don’t see the end near, 
although, of course, everybody is speculating. 

Yet business was done. Progress of a certain kind was 
made in the thorny field of the better regulation of public 
houses, but Mr. Gladstone seems never to have spoken upon 
it in parliament. The subject was in the hands of Mr. Bruce, 
the home secretary, an accomplished and amiable man of the 
purest public spirit, and he passed his bill ; but nothing did 
more to bring himself and his colleagues into stern disfavour 
among the especially pagan strata of the population. An 
entry or two from Mr. Bruce's papers will suffice to show 
Mr. Gladstone’s attitude: — 

Home Office, Dec. 9, 1869. — I am just returned from the cabinet, 
where my Licensing bill went through with flying colours. I was 
questioned a great deal as to details, but was ready, and I think 
that Gladstone was very well pleased. 

Jan. 16, 1871. — I called upon Gladstone yesterday evening. 

He was in high spirits and full of kindness. He said that he 
had told Card-well that I must be at the bottom of the abuse the 
press was pouring upon him, as I had contrived to relieve myself 
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Christian Ethics 26th, London —A busy daj, yet of little paloable 
profit Read two important Demerara papers Rode 
At the levee House 5i 11 Wished to speak, but deterred b} 
the extremely ill disposition to hear Much sickened bj their 
unfairness in the judicial character, more still at my own wretched 
feebleness and fears April 1 —Dined at Sir R Peel s Hemes, 
SirG Murray, Chantrey, etc SirK Peel >erj kind m his manner 
to us May 29 — Mignet’s Inii eduction [to * the Historj of the 
Spanish succession,’ one of the masterpieces of historical htera 
ture ] June A — Bruce to breakfast Paper Mignet and analysis 
Burke Harvey committee 1 Ancient music concert Dined at 
Lincolns Inn House 1 12 J Rode June 6 — Paradise Lost 
Began Leibnitz s Tenlamtna Theodicecc June 11 — Read Pitt’s 
speeches on the Union in January, 1799, and Grattan on Catholic 
petition m 1805 15 th — Read some passages m the latter part of 

Cormne, which always work strongly on me 18/A — Coming 
home to dine, found Remains of A II ff Yesterday a bridal at 
a friend s, to-day a sad memorial of death Tis a sad subject, a 
very sad one to me I have not seen his like The memory of 
him reposes gently in mj inmost heart, a fountain of tears which 
soften and fertilise it m the midst of pursuits whose tendency is 
to dry up the sources of emotion by the fever of excitement I 
read his memoir His father had done me much and undeserved 
kindness there 20/A — Most of ray time went in thinking con 
fused]} over the unnersitj question Ver} anxious to speak, 
tortured with nervous anticipations , could not get an opportumtj 
Certainly my inward experience on these occasions ought to make 
me humble Herbert’s maiden speech verj successful I ought 
to be thankful for m> mss, perhaps also because my mind uas so 
much oppressed that I could not, I fear, have unfolded my inward 
convictions What a world it is, and bon does it require the 
Divine power and aid to clothe in words the profound and 


J Daniel "Whittle Harvey was an 
eloquent member of parliament 
whom the benchers of Ins inn re 
fused to call to the bar on the 
ground of certain charges against his 
probity The House appointed a 
committee of which Mr Oladstono 
was a member to inquire Into tl e«e 


charges 0 Connell was chairman 
and they acquitted Hanej wit! out 
however affecting the decision of the 
benchers Jlr Oladstono was the 
only member of the committee who 
did not concur in its final judgment 
^ee his article on Dai icl 0 Connell in 
the Jfiiuteenlh Cenlury, Jan 1SS9 
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irritation. The most active nonconformists were in active 
revolt. The Licensing bills infuriated the most powerful 
of all trade interests. The Collier case and the Ewelme 
case seemed superfluous and provoking blunders. A strong 
military section thirsted for revenge on the royal warrant. 
Mr. Gosclien's threatened bill on local rating spread vague 
terrors. Individual ministers began to excite particular 
odium. 

As time went on, the essentially composite character of a 
majority that was only held together by Mr. Gladstone’s 
personality, his authority in the House, and his enormous 
strength outside, revealed itself in awkward fissures. The 
majority was described by good critics of the time as 
made up of three sections, almost well defined enough to 
deserve the name of three separate parties. First were the 
whigs, who never forgot that the prime minister had been for 
half his life a tory ; who always suspected him, and felt no 
personal attachment to him, though they valued his respect 
for property and tradition, and knew in any case that, he 
was the only possible man. Then came the middle-class 
liberals, who had held predominance since 1832, who were 
captivated by Mr. Gladstone’s genius for finance and 
business, and who revered his high moral ideals. Third, 
there was the left wing, not strong in parliament but with' 
a certain backing among the workmen, who thought their, 
leader too fond of the church, too deferential to the 
aristocracy, and not plain enough and thorough enough for 
a reforming age. The murmurs and suspicions of these 
hard and logical utilitarians of the left galled Mr. Glad-’ 
stone as ungrateful. Phillimore records of him at this 
moment : — 

Feb. 21, 1872. — Gladstone in high spirits and in rather a 
conservative mood. 29. — Gladstone sees that the time is fast 
coming when he must sever himself from his extreme supporters. 
He means to take the opportunity of retiring on the fair plea 
that he does not like to oppose those who have shown such great 
confidence in him, or to join their and his opponents. The plea 
seems good for retirement, but not for refraining in his individual 
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Robert Peel caused me much giatification by the way m 
winch he spoke to me of my speecn, and particularly the 
great warmth of his manner He told me he cheered me 
loudly and I said in return that I had heard his voice under 
mo while speaking and was much encouraged thereby ’ He 
ends the note already cited (Sept 6, 1897) on the old House 
of Commons which was burned down this year, with what 
he calls a curious incident concerning Sir Robert Peel, and 
with a sentence or two upon the government of Lord Grey — 

Cobbett raado a motion alike wordy and absurd, piaying the 
king to lemovo him [Peel] from the privy council as the author of 
the act for the ro establishment of the gold standard m 1819 The 
entire House was against him, except his colleague Fielden of 
Oldham, who made a second teller 1 After the division I think 
Lord Althoip at once io&e and moved the expunction of tho 
proceedings from the votes or journals, a severe rebuke to the 
mover Sir Robert in his speech said, ‘I am at a loss, sir, to 
concede what can be the cause of the strong hostility to me which 
the honourable gentleman exhibits I nov er conferred on him an 
obligation ’ This stroke was not original But what struck me 
at the time as singular was this, that notwithstanding the state of 
feeling which I have described, Sn R Peel was greatly excited in 
dealing with one who at the time was little more than a contemp- 
tible antagonist At that period shirt collars were made with 
‘gills’ which came up upon the cheek, and Peels gills were so 
soaked with perspiration that they actually lay down upon his 
neck-cloth 

In one of these y cars, I think 1833, a motion was mado ~by somo 
political economist for the abolition of the corn fiws I (an 
absolute and literal ignoramus) was much struck and staggered 
with it But Sir James Graham — who know more of economic 
and trade matters, I tlunk, than the rest of tho cabinet of 1841 
all put together — made a reply in the sense of protection, w bother 
high or low I cannot now say Tut I remember j crfectly well 
that tins 8] eech of his built mo up again for the moment and 
enabled me (I believe) to vote with the government 

1 Seo Cobbett a Life by Ldwartl n ingluun Bewna to ha\ e voted for the 
Sm th, li p 2S7 Attwwxl of I>»r motion 
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is still dangerous. There are occasional earthquakes, and ever 
and anon the dark rumblings of the sea. 

On midsummer day lie essayed at the Crystal Palace a 
higher flight, and first struck the imperialist note. He 
agreed that distant colonies could only have their affairs 
administered by self-government. ‘Self-government, when 
it was conceded, ought to have been conceded as part of a 
great policy of imperial consolidation. It ought to have 
been accompanied by an imperial tariff, by securities for the 
people of England, for the enjoyment of the unappropriated 
lands which belonged to the sovereign as their trustee, and 
by a military code which should have precisely defined the 
means and the responsibilities by which the colonies should 
have been defended, and by which, if necessary, this country 
should call for aid from the colonies themselves. It ought 
further to have been accompanied by the institution of some 
representative council in the metropolis which would have 
brought the colonies into constant and continuous relations 
with the home government.’ He confessed that he had 
himself at one time been so far caught by the subtle views 
of the disintegrationists, that he thought the tie was broken. 
Opinion in the country was at last rising against disintegra- 
tion. The people bad decided that the empire should not 
be destroyed. ‘ In my judgment,’ he said, ‘ no minister in 
this country will do his duty who neglects any opportunity 
of reconstructing as much as possible our colonial empire, 
and of responding to those distant sympathies which may 
become the source of incalculable strength and happiness 
to this land.’ Toryism now sought three great objects : ‘the 
maintenance of our institutions, the preservation of our em- 
pire, and the improvement of the condition of the people/ 
The time was at hand when England would have to decide 
between national and cosmopolitan principles, and the issue 
was no mean one. * You must remember,’ he concluded, 
‘ that in fighting against liberalism or the continental system, 
you are fighting against those who have the advantage of 
power — against those who have been high in .place for nearly 
half a century. You have nothing to trust to but your own 
energy and the sublime instinct of an ancient people.’ 

VOL. i. 3 T 
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THE NEW CONSEmAHSU AND OFFICF 
US31 JS4S) 

I consider the Reform bill a final and irrevocable settlement of a 
great constitutional question If h) adopting the spirit of the 
Reform bill it be meant that we are to live in a perpetual \ ortev of 
agitation , that pubbe men can onl} support themscli es in pnbbc 
estimation bj adopting e\ery popular impression of the daj.by 
promising the instant redress of anything that an^ body may call 
au abuse I will not undertake to adopt it Rut If the 

spirit of the Reform bill impbcs merely a careful ret lew of mstitu 
tions civil and ecclesiastical undertaken in a friendly temper, the 
correction of prot ed abu«ca and the redress of real grievances 
then, etc etc. Peel (Tamtcorth Address) 

The autumn of 1834 was spent at Basque An observant 
e^o followed political affairs, but hnrdty a word is said about 
tliem in the diarv A stiff battle was kept up against 
electioneering iniquities at Newark Riding boating, shoot- 
ing wero Mr Gladstone s pastimes in the da} , billiards sing- 
ing, backgammon, and a rubber m the evening Sport was 
not without compunction which might well, m an ago that 
counts itself humane, bo expected to come oftener * Had to 
kill a wounded partridge/ he records ‘and felt after it as if 
I had shot the albatross It might bo said Hits should bo 
more or less' And that was true. Ho was always a great 
walker He walked from Montrose, some thirteen or 
fourteen miles oft, in two hours and three quarters, and 
another time ho docs six miles m seventy minutes Nor does 
lie ever walk with an unobsemng mind At Loclmagar 
‘Saw Highland women from Strathspe} coming down for 
han est with heavj loads some w ith babies o\ er tlic^e wild 
rough paths through wind and storm Ah with what 
labour does a largo portion of mankind subsist while w o faro 
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iK of ifc. ‘ Some one minister/ he added, ‘ is sure to be assailed. You 
- — ' caught it in the autumn, and now poor Cardwell is having a hard 
* time of it.’ I went with him afterwards to the Chapel Boyal, 
which he never fails to attend. 

Dec. 14. — We have a cabinet to-day, when I hope to have 
my Licensing bill in its main principles definitely settled. Un- 
fortunately Gladstone cares for nothing but ‘ free trade ’ [in the 
sale of liquor], which the’ House won’t have, and I cannot get 
him really to interest himself in the subject. 

This is Speaker Brand’s account of the general position : — 

Throughout the session the opposition, ably led by Disraeli, 
were in an attitude of watchfulness. He kept his eye on the 
proceedings of the government day by day on the Alabama 
treaty. Had that treaty failed, no doubt Disraeli would have 
taken the sense of the House on the conduct of the govern- 
ment. For the larger part of the session the Alabama ques- 
tion hung like a cloud over the proceedings, but as soon as 
that was settled, the sky cleared. It has been a good working 
session. ... Of the two leading men, Gladstone and Disraeli, 
neither has a strong hold on his followers. The radicals below 
the right gangway are turbulent and disaffected, and the same 
may be said of the independent obstructives below the left gang- 
way. . . . B., E., H., L. avowedly obstruct all legislation, and thus 
bring the House into discredit. 

It was now that Mr. Disraeli discerned the first great 
opportunity approaching, and he took the field. At Man- 
chester (April 3) he drew the famous picture of the govern- 
ment, one of the few classic pieces of the oratory of the 
century : — 

Extravagance is being substituted for energy by the govern- 
ment. The unnatural stimulus is subsiding. Their paroxysms 
end in prostration. Some take refuge in melancholy, and their 
eminent chief alternates between a menace and a sigh. As I 
sit opposite the treasury bench, the ministers remind me of one 
of those marine landscapes not very unusual on the coasts of 
South America/' You behold a range of exhausted volcanoes. 
Hot a flame flickers upon a single pallid crest. But the situation 
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writes occasional verses, including the completion of 'some 
stanzas of December 1832 on "The Human Heart," but lam 
not impudent enough to call them by that name.’ 

In the midst of days well filled by warm home feeling, 
reasonable pleasure, and vigorous animation of intellect 
came tho summons to action. On November 18, a guest 
arrived with the astonishing news that ministers were 
out. The king had dismissed the Melbourne government, 
partly because he did not believe that Lord John Bussell 
could take the place of A1 thorp as leader of the Commons, 
partly because like man}' cleverer judges he was sick of them, 
and partly because, as is perhaps the case with more cabinets 
than the world supposes, the ministers were sick of one 
another, and King William knew it. Mr. Gladstone in 1875 1 
described the dismissal of the whigs in 1834 as the indiscreet 
proceeding of an honest and well-meaning man, which gave 
the conservatives a momentary tenure of office without 
power, but provoked a strong reaction in favour of the 
liberals, and greatly prolonged the predominance which 
they were on the point of losing through tho play of natural 
causes 2 Sir Robert Peel was summoned in hot hnsto from 
Rome, and after a journey of twelve days over alpine snows, 
eight nights out of the twolvo in a carriage, on December 9 
he reached London, saw the king and kissed bauds as first 
lord of tho treasury. Less than two years before, ho bad 
said, * I feel that between mo and office there is a wider gulf 
than there is perhaps botween it and any other man in 
tho House.' 

Mr. Gladstone raoanwhilo at Fnsque worked off somo of 
his natural excitement which he notes as invading even 
Sundays, by the composition of a political tract. The tract 
has disappeared down the gulf of time. December 11 
was liis father’s seventieth birthday, ‘his strength and 
onor«y wonderful* and giving prom iso of many more.' 
Within tho week the fated message from the new prime 

. 123 , indicate that Melbourne had 

■ spontaneously given the king good 
. ■ ‘ reasons for cashiering him and hfs 

colleagues. 
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had ne\er been put to my friends, and I asked whether I should 
^ con side an} part of what he had sa>d as continent upon the 
answer I might receive from them He *aid no, that he would 
willingl} take that risk At first, ho thought I had suspicions 
about the Duke of Newcastle, and assured mo that he would be 
much pleased, of which I said I felt quite persuaded This inquiry, 
however, served the double purpose of discharging my own dutj, 
and drawing out 4 something about the dissolution He said to mo, 
* You w ill address your constituents upon vacating your seat, and 
acquaint them of } our intention to solicit a renewal of their con 
fidence whenever the} are called upon to exercise their franchise, 
uhich I tell you confidentially he added, ' will ~be very soon’ I 
would have given a hundred pounds to be then and there m a 
position to express ni} hopes and fears 1 But it is, then, }on see 
certain that wo are to have it, and that they will not meet the 
present parliament Most bitter]} do I lament it 

Mr Gladstone at a later (late (July 25, 1S35) recorded that 
he had reason to believe from a conversation with a tory 
friend who was m many party secrets that tho Duke of 
Wellington set their candidates m motion all over the 
country before Sir Robert s return Active measures and of 
courso expense, had so gencrall} begun so much impatienco 
for the dissolution had been excited and the anticipations 
had been permitted for so long a time to continue and to 
spread, as to preclude tho possibiht} of dola} 1 

Tho appointment of the }oung member for Nowark was 
noted at the time as an innovation upon a semi sacred 
social usage Sir Robert Inglis said to him ' You are about 
tho }Oungest lord who was ever placed at tho treasur} on 
his own account, and not bccauso he was his fathers son' 
The prime minister, no doubt, rejoiced in finding for tho 
public servico a }oung man of this high promise, sprung 
out of the same class, and bred in tho saino academic 

i Ix>rl Palmerston double 1 (Nov moat bo injurious to tho principles 
2o jS3t) whether Teel would dls that he professes Hut! emu be 

eolie ‘I think Ins own bias will oierbomo 1 y tla violent people of 
rather be to abide by tho decision of his own party whom he will not 1 e 
thia House of Commons nod try to able to control * A shies a Lft of 
propitiate it by great professions of Patmrrslcm (1879) J- p 313 
reform The effect of a dissolution 
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recollection of this kind, I found it most difficult to Relieve with 
any reality of belief, that such a poor and insignificant creature 
as I, could really belong to. really form a port of, an assembly 
which, notwithstanding the prosaic character of its entire visible 
equipment, I felt to be so august. What 1 may term its corporeal 
conveniences were. I may observe in passing, marvellously small. 
I do not. think that in any part- of the building it. a Horded the 
means of so much as washing the hands. The residences of mem- 
bers were at that time less distant: but they were principally 
reached on foot. When a large House broke up after a consider- 
able division, a copious dark stream found its way up Parliament 
Street, Whitehall and Charing Cross, 

I remember that there occurred some case, in which a constituent 
(probably a maltster) at Newark sent me a communication which 
made oral communication with the treasury, or with the chancellor 
of the exchequer (then Lord Althorp), convenient. As to the 
moans of bringing this about, I was puzzled and abashed. Some 
experienced friend on the opposition bench, probably Mr. Gottl- 
burn, said to me, There is Lord Althorp sitting alone on the 
treasury bench, go to him and tell him your business. With 
such encouragement I did it. Lord Althorp received me in the 
kindest manner possible, alike to my pleasure and my surprise. 

The exact composition of the first reformed House of 
Commons was usually analysed as lories 144; reformers 395; 
English and Scotch radicals 70: Irish repealers 43. Mr. 
Gladstone was for counting the decided conservatives as 
160 and reckoning as a separate group a small party who 
had once been tories and now ranked between conservative 
opposition and whig ministers. The Irish representatives 
he divided between 28 tories, and a body of 50 who were 
made up of ministerialists, conditional repealers, and tithe 
extinguishers. He heard Joseph Hume, the most effective 
of the leading radicals, get the first word in the reformed 
parliament, speaking for an hour and perhaps justifying 
. O’Connell’s witty saying that Iiume would have been an 
excellent speaker, if only he would finish a sentence before 
beginning the next hut one after it. 

No more diligent member of parliament than Mr. Glad- 
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Arrived m London (Jan 8) before 8 pm Good travelling ’ 
On reckoning up Ins movements be finds that, though not 
at all fond of travelling for the sake of going from place to 
place, ho has had in 1834 quite 2400 miles of it 

Before the dissolution. Sir H Hardinge had told kun 
that the conservatives would not be over 340 nor under 
300, but by the middle of the month things looked less 
prosperous The reaction against the nhigs had not yet 
reached full flood, the royal dismissal of the administration 
was unpopular, moderate people more especially in Scotland 
could not stand a government where the Luke of Welling- 
ton, the symbol of a benighted and stubborn toryism, was 
seen over Peels shoulder ‘At present/ Mi Gladstone 
writes, ‘the case is, even m my view, hopeful, m that 
of most heie it is more And certainly to have this veiy 
privilege of entertaining a deliberate and reasonable hope, 
to think that notwithstanding the ten pound clause, a 
moderate parliament may bo returned , in fine, to believe 
that we have now some prospect of surviving the Reform 
bill without a bloody revolution, is to me as surprising as 
delightful , it seems to mo the greatest and most provi 
dential meicy with which a nation was ever visited 
To da} I ’am going to dine with the lord chancellor 
[Lyndhurst] having received a card to that effect last 
night ’ 

It was at this dinner that Mr Gladstone had his first 
opportunit} of making a remarkable acquaintance In Ins 
diary he mentions as present three of tho judges, the flower 
of the bench, as he supposes, but he says not a word of 
tho man of tho strangest destiny there, the author of 
Vivian Grey Disraeli himself, m a letter to Jus sister, 
names ‘young Gladstone/ and others, but condemns the 
feast as rather dull, and declares that a swan very white 
and tender, and stuffed with truffles, was tho best company 
at tho table What Mr Gladstone carried away in his 
memory was a sago lesson of Lyndhurst's, by which tho 
two men of genius at his tablo were in timo to show them- 
selves extremely competent to profit — •' Xcver defend your- 
self beforo a popular assemblage except with and by ro- 
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but saw no good opportunity. ‘ The emotions through which Cl 

one passes, at least through which I pass, in anticipating. 

such an effort as this, are painful and humiliating. The 
utter prostration and depression of spirit ; the deep sincerity, 
the burdensome and overpowering reality of the feeling of 
mere feebleness and incapacity, felt in the inmost heart, 
yet not to find relief by expression, because the expression 
of such things goes for affectation, — these things I am unequal 
to describe, yet I have experienced them now.’ On June 3, 
the chance came. Here is his story of the day : ‘ Began le 
miei JPrigioni. West India meeting of members at one 
at Lord Sandon’s. Resolutions discussed and agreed upon ; 

. . . dined early. Re-arranged my notes for the debate. 
Rode. House 5 to 1. Spoke my first time, for 50 minutes. 

My leading desire was to benefit the cause of .those who are 
now so sorely beset. The House heard me very kindly, 
and my friends were satisfied. Tea afterwards at the 
Carlton.’ The speech was an uncommon success. Stanley, 
the minister mainly concerned, congratulated him with more 
than those conventional compliments which the good nature 
of the House of Commons expects to be paid to any decent 
beginner. ‘I never listened to any speech with greater 
pleasure ; ’ said Stanley, himself the prince of debaters and 
then in the most brilliant part of his career, ‘ the member for 
Newark argued his case with a temper, an ability, and a 
fairness which may well be cited- as a 'good model to many 
older members of this House.’ His own leader, though he 
spoke later, said nothing in his speech about the new recruit, 
but two days after Mr. Gladstone mentioned that Sir R. 

Peel came up to him and praised Monday night’s affair. 
King William wrote to A1 thorp: 'he rejoices that a young 
member has come forward in so promising a manner, as 
Miscount Althorp states Mr. W. E. Gladstone to have done.’ 1 

Apart from its special vindication in close detail of the 
state of things at Vreedenhoop .as being no worse than 
others, the points of the speech on this great issue of the 
time were familiar ones. He confessed with shame and 
pain that cases of -cruelty had existed, and would always 
1 Memoir of Althorp, p. 471. 
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l From Sir Robert the new under-secretary made his way, 
in fear and trembling, to his new chief, Lord Aberdeen. 

Distinction of itself naturally and properly rather alarms the 
young. I had heard of his high character ; but I had also heard 
of him as a man of cold manners, and close and even haughty 
reserve. It was dark when I entered his room, so that I saw his 
figure rather than his countenance. I do not recollect the matter 
of the conversation, but I well remember that, before I had been 
three minutes with him, all my apprehensions had melted away 
like snow in the sun. I came away from that interview conscious 
indeed of his dignity, but of a dignity so tempered by a peculiar 
purity and gentleness, and so associated with impressions of his 
kindness and even friendship, that I believe I thought more about 
the wonder of his being at that time so misunderstood by the 
outer world, than about the new duties and responsibilities of my 
office . 1 

Time only deepened Jheso impressions. It is not hard 
for a great party chief to win the affection and regard of 
his junior colleague, and where good fortuno has brought 
together a congenial pair, no friendship outside the home 
can be more valuable, more delightful, aliko to veteran and 
to tiro. Of all the host of famous or considerable men with 
whom he was to cOmo into official and other relations, none 
over, as wo shall see, held the peculiar place in IVIr. Glad- 
stone’s esteem and reverence of the two statesmen under 
whoso auspices ho now first entered tho enchanted circle of 
public office. Tho promotion was a remarkable stride. Ho 
' was only fivc-and- twenty, his parliamentary existence had 
barely covered two years, and ho was wholly without power- 
ful family connection. ‘You are aware,’ Peel wrote to John 
Gladstone, * of tho sacrifice I havo mado of personal feeling 
to public duty, in placing your son in one* of the most 
important offices— -that of representative of tho colonial 
department in tho House of Commons, and thus relinquish- 
ing his valuable aid in my own immediate department 
Wherever ho may be placed, he is sure to distinguish 
himself .’ 2 

1 Lonl Sfaomore’a I'arl of A IrfrtUen J% iti. 

* Parker’* Ptrl, Ji p 267. 
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middle class for the abolition of slavery was virtuous, but it 
was not wise. It was an ignorant movement. The history of 
the abolition of slavery by the English and its consequences, 
would be a narrative of ignorance, injustice, blundering, waste, 
and havoc, not easily paralleled in the history of mankind.’ 1 

A week later Lord Howick proposed to move for papers 
relating to Vrcedcnhoop. Lord A1 thorp did not refuse to 
grant them, but recommended him to drop his motion, as 
Mr. Gladstone insisted on the equal necessity of a similar 
return for all neighbouring plantations. IJowick withdrew 
his motion, though ho afterwards asserted that ministers 
had declined the return, which was not true. "When Buxton 
moved to reduce the term of apprenticeship, Mr. Gladstone 
voted against him. On (he following day Stanle}*, without 
previous intimation, announced the change from twelve 
years to seven. ‘I spoke a few sentences,’ Mr. Gladstone 
enters in his diary, ‘ in much confusion : for I could not 
easily^ recover from the sensation caused by the sudden 
overthrow of ail entire and undoubting reliance.’ 

The question of electoral scandals at Liverpool, which 
naturally excited lively interest in a family with local ties 
so strong, came up in various forms during the session, 
and on one of these occasions (July 4) Air. Gladstone spoke 
upon it, ‘for twenty minutes or more, anything but satis- 
factorily to myself.’ Nor can the speech now be called 
satisfactory by any one else, except for the enunciation of 
the sound maxim that the giver of a bribe deserves punish- 
ment quite as richly as the receiver. Four days later ho 
spoke for something less than half an hour on the third 
reading of the Irish Church Reform bill. ‘I was heard,’ 
he tells his father, ‘with kindness and indulgence, but it 
is,' after all, uphill work to address an assembly so much 
estranged in feeling from one’s self.’ Peel’s speech was 
described as temporising, and the deliverance of his young 
lieutenant was temporising too, though firm on the necessary 
principle, as he called it, of which the world was before 
long to hear so much from him, that the nation should be 
mxed for the support of a national church. 

1 Lord Georye Bentinck, chapter xviii. p. 324. 
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Feb 4 or 5 — Charles Canning told me Peel had offered him the 
^ vacant lordship of the treasur) , through his mother They were, 
he said, very much gratified tv ith the manner in which it had been 
done, though the offer was declined, upon the ground stated id 
the reply, that though be did not anticipate any discrepancy m 
political sentiments to separate him from the present government, 
yet he should prefer m some senso deserv mg an official station b} 
parliamentary conduct Peels letter was written at some 
length, very friendly, without any statesmanlike reserve or 
sensitive attention to meet} of st}le In the last paragraph it 
spoke with amiable embarrassment of Mr Canning , stating that 
his ‘respect, regard, and admiration' (I think even), apparently 
interrupted bj circumstances^ continued fresh and viwd, and that 
those very circumstances made him more desirous of thus publicly 
testifying his real sentiments 

March 30 — Wished to speak on Irish church No op] oi 
t unity Wrote on it A noble minded speech from Sir J 
Graham March 31 —Spoke on the Irish church — under forty 
minutes I cannot holp here recording that this matter of speak 
ing is really my strongest religious exercise On all occasion , 
and to-day, especial!}, was forced upon mo the humiliating sen«o 
of my inability to exercise my reason m the face of the H ofC, 
and of the necessit) of my utterly failing, unless God gave mo the 
strength and language It was after all a poor perfoimance, but 
would have been poorer had He never been in id} thoughts as a 
present and powerful aid But this is what I am as }et tot ill} 
incompetent to effect — to realise, m speaking, an} thing, however 
small, which at all satisfies m> mind Debating seems to mo Jess 
difficult, though unattained But to hold in serene contemplative 
action tho mental faculties in the turbid excitement of debate, 60 
as to sec truth clearl} and set it forth such as it is, this I cannot 
attain to 

As legarda my speech m tho lush church debate, he tells 
his father (Vpnl 2), it was received by tho House, uul has 
been estimated, in a manne: extiemely gratifying to me As 
regards satisfaction to myelf m the manner of ils execution, I 
cannot saj so much Bached b} a numerous and warm hearted 
part}, an l strong in the consciousness of a good cause, I did not 
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mortality. Heard him pray with his family. Blessing and honour 03 

are upon his head. July 30. — L 1 Allemagne. Bulwer’s England. . 

Parnell. Looked at my Plato. Bode. House. July 31. — Hallam 
breakfasted with me. . . . Committee on West India bill 
finished. . . . German lesson. August 2. — Worked German several 
hours. Bead half of the Bride of Lammermoor. 11 Allemagne. 
Bode. House. August '3. — German lesson and worked alone. . . . 
Attended Mr. Wilberforce’s funeral ; it brought solemn thoughts, 
particularly about the slaves. This a burdensome question. 
[German kept up steadily for man}’' days.] August 9. — House. . . . 
voted in 48 to 87 against legal tender clause. . . . Bead Tasso. 
August 11. — St. James’s morning and afternoon. Bead Bible. 
Abbott (finished) and a sermon of Blomfield’s aloud. Wrote a 
paraphrase of part of chapter 8 of Bomans. August 15. — Com- 
mittee 1-3^. Bode. Plato. Finished Tasso, canto 1. Anti- 
slavery observations on hill. German vocabulary and exercise. 
August lb. — 2|-3| Committee finished. German lesson. Finished 
Plato, Bepublic, bk. v. Preparing to pack. August 17. — Started 
for Aberdeen on board Queen of Scotland at 12. August 18 th. — Bose 
to breakfast but uneasily. Attempted reading, and read most of 
Baxter’s narrative. Not too unwell to reflect. August 19 th. — 
Bemained in bed. Bead Goethe and translated a few lines. Also 
Beauties of ShaJcespere. In the evening it blew : very ill though in 
bed. Could hot help admiring the crests of the waves even as I 
stood at cabin window. August 20. — Arrived 8|- A.M. — 564 hours. 

His father met him, and in the evening he and his brother 
found themselves at the new paternal seat. In 1829 John 
Gladstone, after much negotiation, had bought the estate of 
Fasque in „ Kincardineshire for £80,000, to which and to 
other Scotch affairs he devoted his special and personal 
attention pretty exclusively. The home at Seaforth was 
broken up, though relatives remained there or in the 
neighbourhood. For some time he had a house in Edin- 
burgh for private residence — the centre house in Atholl 
Crescent. They used for three or four years to come in 
from Kincardineshire, and spend the whiter months in 
Edinburgh. Fasque was his home for the rest of his days. 

This was W. E. Gladstone’s first visit, followed by at least one 
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A few days later Mr. Gladstone dined with, an official 
' party at the fallen minister's : — 

Sir R. P$el made a very nice speech on Lincoln's proposing 
and our drinking his health. The following is a slight and bad 
sketch : — ‘ I really can hardly call you gentlemen alone. I would 
rather address you as my warm and attached friends in whom I 
have the fullest confidence, and with whom it has afforded me 
the greatest satisfaction to he associated during the struggle which 
has just been brought to a close. In undertaking the govern- 
ment, from the first I have never expected to succeed ; still it 
was my conviction that good might be done, and I trust that 
good has been effected. I believe we have shown that even if a 
conservative government be not strong enough to carry on tho 
public affairs of this country, at least we are so strong that vo 
ought to be able to prevent any other government from doing 
any serious mischief to its institutions We meet now as we met 
at the beginning of the session, then perhaps in somewhat finer 
dresses, but not, I am sure, with kindlier feelings towards each 
other.’ 

Tho rest of tho session Mr. Gladstone passed in his usual 
pursuits, reading all sorts of books, from tho correspondence of 
Leibnitz with Bossuet, and Alexander Knox’s Jiemains, down 
to Rousseau’s Confessions. As to tho last of these ho scarcely 
knew whether to read on or to throw it aside, and, in fact, 
he seems only to have persevered with that strange romance 
of a wandering soul for a day or two. Besides promiscuous 
reading, ho performed some scribbling, including a sonnet, 
recorded in his diary with notes of wondering exclamation. 
His family were in London for most of May, his mother 
in had health ; no other engagement over interrupted his 
sedulous attendance on her every day, reading tho Bible 
to -her, and telling the nows alxrnt levees and drawing- 
rooms, a great dinner at Sir Robert Peels, and all the rest 
of his business and recreations. In tho House he did litllo 
between tho fall of tho ministry and tho close of tho session. 
Ho once wished to speak, but was shut out by the length of 
other speeches. ‘ So/ lie moralises, * I had two useful lessons 
instead of one. I’or the sense of helplessness which always 
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and not (in my mind) a bare or rash hope that his soul rests with 
God in Jesus Christ. ... I walked upon the hills to muse upon 
this very mournful event, which cuts me to the heart. Alas for his 
family and his intended bride. October 1th. — My usual occupations, 
but not without many thoughts upon my departed friend. Bible. 
Alfieri, JFallc.nste.in, Plato, Gifford’s Pill, Biographia Litcraria. 
Rode with my father and Helen. All objects lay deep in the soft- 
ness and solemnity of autumnal decay. Alas, my poor friend was 
cut off in the spring of his bright existence. 

December 13, Edinburgh. — Breakfast with Dr, Chalmers. His 
modesty is so extreme that it is oppressive to those who are 
in his company, especially his juniors, since it is impossible for 
them to keep their behaviour in due proportion to his. He was 
on his own subject, the Poor Laws, very eloquent, earnest and 
impressive. Perhaps he may have been hasty in applying maxims 
drawn from Scotland to a more advanced stage of society in England. 
December 17. — Robertson’s Charles V., Plato, began book 10. 
Chalmers. Singing-lesson and practice. Whist. Walked on the 
Glasgow road, first milestone to fourth and back in 70 minutes — 
the returning three miles in about 33£. Ground in some places 
rather muddy and slippery. December 26. — A feeble day. Three 
successive callers and conversation with my father occupied the 
morning. Read a good allowance of Robertson, an historian who 
leads his reader on, I think, more pleasantly than any I know. The 
style most attractive, but the mind of the writer does not set forth 
the loftiest principles. December 29th, Sunday. — Twenty-four years 
have I lived. . . . Where is the continuous work which ought to 
fill up the life of a Christian without intermission 1 . . . I havo 
been growing, that is certain ; in good or evil 1 Much fluctuation ; 
often a supposed progress, terminating in finding myself at, or 
short of, the point which I deemed I had left behind me. Business 
and political excitement a tremendous trial, not so much alleviating 
as forcibly dragging down the soul from that temper which is fit 
to inhale the air of heaven. - Jan. 8, 1834, Edinburgh. — Breakfast 
with. Dr. Chalmers. Attended his lecture 2-3. . . . More than 
ever struck with the superabundance of Dr. C.’s gorgeous language, 
which leads him into repetitions, until the stores of our tongue be 
exhausted on each particular point. Yet the variety and magni- 
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England, with, loud and long-continued cheering, to he 
invariably followed in after act and event with loud and 
long-continued groaning. 1 Four years later Mr. Gladstone 
heard words from Lord John Russell on this point, that 
began to change his mind. ‘ Often do I think,’ he wrote to 
Lord Russell in 1870, ‘of a saying of yours more than thirty 
years back which struck me ineffaceably at the time. You 
said . “ The true key to our Irish debates was this : that it 
was not properly borne in mind that as England is inhabited 
by Englishmen, and Scotland by Scotchmen, so Ireland is 
inhabited by Irishmen.” ’ 2 

1 O'Connell paid Newark a short, much as they had been before his 
visitinl83G — spoke against Mr Glad- arrival. 

stone for an hour m the open air, and 5 Walpole, Ltfe of Lord John 
then left the town, 1 oth he aud it A’tme/J, 11 . p. 455. 
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me, and remarked witli a peculiar twinkle in kis eye, “ Ay, c 

man, but ye ’re a young chiel to be askin’ after a book like v 

that.” ’ & 

, On his way south in January 1834, Mr. Gladstone stays 
with relatives at Seaforth, ‘where even the wind howling 
upon the window at night was dear and familiar ’ ; and a 
few days later finds himself once more within the ever 
congenial walls of Oxford. 

January, 19. Sunday. — Read the first lesson in morning chapel. 

A most masterly sermon of Pusey’s preached by Clarke. Lancaster 
in the afternoon on the Sacrament. Good walk. Wrote [family 
letters.] Read Whyte. Three of Girdlestone’s Sermons. Picker- 
ing on adult baptism (some clever and singularly insufficient 
reasoning). Episcopal pastoral letter for 1832. Doane’s Ordi- 
nation sermon, 1833, admirable, — Wrote some thoughts. Jan. 

20. — Sismondi’s Italian Republics. Dined at Merton, and spent all 
the evening there in interesting conversation. I was Hamilton’s 
guest [afterwards Bishop of Salisbury]. It was . delightful, it 
wrings joy even from the most unfeeling heart, to see religion 
on the increase as it is here. Jan. 23rd. — Much of to-day, 
it fell out, spent in conversation of an interesting kind, with 
Brandreth and Pearson on eternal punishment ; with Williams on 
baptism ; with Churton oh faith and religion in the university ; 
with Harrison on prophecy and the papacy. . . . Jan. 24. — 
Began Essay on Saving Faith, and wrote thereon. Jan. 29th. 

— Dined at Oriel. Conversation with Newman chiefly on church 
matters. ... I excuse some idleness to myself by the fear of 
doing some real injury to my eyes. [After a flight of three or 
four days to London, he again returns for a Sunday in Oxford.] 

Feb. 9. — Two university sermons and St. Peter’s. Round the 
meadows with Williams. Dined with him, common room. Tea 
and a pleasant conversation with Harrison. Began Chrysostom 
de Sacerdotio , and Cecil’s Friendly Visit. [Then he goes back 
to town for the rest of the session.] Feb. 12, London. — Finished 
Friendly Visit, beautiful little book. Finished Tennyson’s poems. 
Wrote a paper on -gdinr] itio-tls in poetry. Recollections of 
Robert Hall, 13th. — With Doyle, long- and solemn conversa- 
tion on the doctrine of the Trinity. . . . Began Wardlaw’s 
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hoped. To these he added as he went along the Gtnie du 
Ohrisiianisme, Bolingbroke, Bacon’s Essays, Eon Quixote, 
the Afonals of Tacitus, Le Bas’ Life of Laud ('somewhat 
too Laudish, though right an fond’; unlike Lawson’s Laud, 
'a most intemperate book, the foam swallows up all the 
facts’), Childe Harold, Jerusalem, Delivered (‘beautiful in 
its kind, but how can its author be placed in the same 
category of genius as Dante?’), Follok’s Course of Time 
(‘ much talent, little culture, insufficient power to digest and 
construct his subject or his versification; his politics radical, 
his religious sentiments generally sound, though perhaps 
hard ’). 

In the evenings he read aloud to his father the Faery 
Queen and Shakespeare. On Sundays he read Chillingworth 
and Jewel, and, above all, he dug and delved in St. Augus- 
tine. He drew a sketch of a project touching Peculiarities 
in Religion. For several days ho was writing something 
on politics. Then an outline or an essay on our colonial 
system. For he was no reader of tlio lounging, sauntering, 
passively recoptivo species; he went forward in a sedulous 
process of import and export, a mind actively at work on all 
the topics that passed beforo it. 

At the beginning of the year 383G ho was invited to pay s 
a visit to Drayton, where ho found only Lord Harrowby — 

. a link with tho great men of an earlier generation, for ho 
had acted as Pitt’s second in the duel with Tierney, and had 
been foreign secretary in Pitt’s administration of IS04; 
might have been prime minister in 1827 if ho had lilted; 
and ho headed tho Wnvercrs who secured tho passing of tho 
Reform bill by tho Lords. Other guests followed, tho host 
rather contracting in freedom of conversation as tho party 
expanded.* 

I cannot record anything continuous, Mr. Gladstone writes in 
liis memorandum of the visit, but commit to paper several opinions 
and expressions of Sir R. Pec?, which boro upon interesting and 
practical questions. That Fox was not a man of settled, reasoned, 
political principle. Lord Harrowby added that he was thrown 

1 Farter's J'tef, it. p 321. 
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mysterious thoughts on those subjects most connected with the U 

human soul — thoughts which the mind does not command as a v 

mistress, but entertains reverentially as honoured guests . . . 
content with- only a. partial comprehension, hoping to render it 
a progressive one, but how difficult to define in words a con- 
ception, many of whose parts are still in a nascent state with ■ 
no fixed outline or palpable substance. July 2. — . . . Guizot. 
Cousin.' Bossuet ( Rist. 'Univ. .). Rode. Committee and House. 
Curious detail from O’Connell of his interview with Littleton. 

1 Oth. — A.M.-7£ in an open chaise to Coggeshall and back with 
O’Connell and Sir G. Sinclair, to examine Skingley [a proceeding 
arising from the Harvey committee,] which was done with little 
success. . 

The conversation of the great Liberator was never wholly 
forgotten, and - it, was probably his earliest chance of a 
glimpse of the Irish point of view at first hand. 

July 11. — No news till the. afternoon and then heard on very 
good authority that the Grey government is definitely broken up, 
and that attempts at reconstruction have failed. Cousin, Sismondi, 
Education evidence. Letters. House. 21s/!. — To-day not for the 
first time felt a. great want of courage" to express feelings strongly 
' awakened on hearing a speech of O’Connell. To have so strong 
' -an impulse . and not obey it seems unnatural; it seems like an 
inflicted dumbness. 28 th . — Spoke 30 to 35 minutes on University 
bill, with more ease than I had hoped, having been more mindful 
or less ' unmindful of Divine aid. Divided in 75 v. 164. [To his 
father next day.] You will see by. your Post that I held forth 
last night on the Universities bill. The House I am glad to say 
heard me with the utmost kindness,. for they had been listening 
previously to an Indian discussion in which very few people took 
any interest, though indeed it was both curious and interesting. 

But the change of subject was no doubt felt , as a relief, and 
' their disposition to listen set me infinitely more at my ease than 
I should otherwise have been. 29 th. — Pleasant house dinner at 
Carlton. Lincoln got. up the party.- Sir R. Peel was in good 
spirits and very agreeable. ' 

. It was on this occasion that he wrote to his mother, — £ Sir 
.... VOL. L‘ ■ ' . r 
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exertion he mixes at 66 or 67 a constant attention to business. 
Sir E. Peel mentioned to me to-night a very remarkable example 
of his [the duke’s] perhaps excessive precision. Whenever he signs 
a draft on Coutts’s, he addresses to them at the same time a note 
apprising them that he has done so. This perfect facility of 
transition from one class of occupation to their opposites, and 
their habitual intermixture without any apparent encroachments 
on either side, is, I think, a very remarkable evidence of self- 
command, and a mental power of singular utility. Sir Eobert is 
also, I conceive, a thrifty dealer with his time, but in a man 
of his age [Peel now 48] this is less beyond expectation. 

He said good-bye on the last night with regret. In the -- 
midst of the great company he found time to read Bossuet 
on Variations, remarking rather oddly, ‘some of Bossuet’s 
theology seems to me very good.' 

On Jan. 30th is the entry of his journey from Liverpool, * I to ~ 
4 to Hawarden Castle.’ [I suppose his first visit to his future 
home.] Got to Chester (Feb. 1) five minutes after the mail had 
started. Got on by Albion. Outside all night; frost; rain; 
arrived at Albany Ilf. Feb. 4/A. — Session opens. Voted in 
243-284. A good opportunity for speaking, but in my weakness 
did not use it. Feb. Sth . — Stanley made a noble speech. 
Voted in 243 to 307 for abolition of Irish corporations. Pen- 
dulums and Nothingarians all against us. Sunday . — Wrote 

on Hypocrisy. On Worship. Attempted to explain this to 
the servants at night. Newman’s Sermons and J. Taylor. 
Trench’s Poems. March 2nd . — Bead to my deep sorrow of 
Ansticc’s death on Monday. His friends, his young widow, 
the world can spare him ill; so sajs at least tho flesh. 
Stapleton. Paradiso, vir. yiii. Calls. Bode. Wrote. Dined 
at Lord Ashburton’s. House. Statistical Society's Proceed- 
ings. Verses on Ansticc’s death. March 22nd . — Ifoiuw 
Spoke 50 minutes [on negro apprenticeship; scop. 145]; kindly 
heard, and I should thank God for being made able to speak 
even thus indifferently. 1 March 23rd. . . . Late, having been 

t ThcSlandttrri mark* it 'ns ft bril- of th<* few gem* tliat have Illuminated 
lmnt and triumphant argument — one the reformed Home of Common*/ 


A YEAR OF SPLENDID LEGISLATION 


115 


The year 1833 was, as measured by quantity and in part by 
quality, a splendid year of legislation. In 1S34 the Government v. 
and Lord Althorp far beyond all others did themselves high 
honour by the new Poor Law Act, which rescued the English 
peasantry from the total loss of their independence. Of the 658 
members of Parliament about 480 must have been their general 
supporters. Much gratitude ought to have been felt for this 
great administration. But from a variety of causes, at the close 
of the session 1834 the House of Commons had fallen into a state 
of cold indifference about it. 

He was himself destined one day to feel how soon parlia- 
mentary reaction may follow a sweeping popular triumph. 
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Wordsworth came in to breakfast the other day before his time. 
I asked him to excuse me while I had my servant to prayers; but 
he expressed a heaiiy wish to be present, which was delightful. He 
has laboured long; if for himself, yet more for men, and over all . 
I trust for God. Will he ever be the bearer of evil thoughts to' 
any mind ? Glory is gathering round his later years on earth, and 
his later works especially indicate the spiritual ripening of his 
noble soul. I beard but few of his opinions ; but these are some. 
He was charmed with Trench's poems ; liked Alford ; thought 
Shelley had the greatest native powers in poetry of all the men 
of this age. In reading Die Braut i on Korinth translated, was more 
horrified than enchained, or rather altogether the first. Won- 
dered how any one could translate it or the Faust, but spoke as 
knowing the original. Thought little of Murillo as to the mind 
of painting; said he could not have painted Paul Veronese’s 
‘ Marriage of Cana.' Considered that old age in great measure 
disqualified him by its rigid fixity of habits from judging of the 
works of young poets — I must say that ho was hero even over 
liberal in self-depreciation. He defended tbe make of the steam- 
boat as more poetical than otherwise to the eye (sec Sonnets I ). 
Thought Coleridge admired Ossian only in youth, and himself 
admired the spirit which Macphcrson 'professes to embody. 

Sergeant Talfourd dined here to meet Wordsworth yesterday. 
Wordsworth is vehement against Byron. Saw in Shclloy the 
lowest form of irreligion, but a later progress towards better 
things. Named the discrepancy between his creed and his imagina- 
tion as the marring idea of his works, in which description 
I could not concur. Spoke of the entire revolution in his own 
poetical taste. We were agreed that a man’s personal character 
ought to be tbe basis of his politics. He quoted his sonnet on the 
contested election [what sonnet is this ?], from which I ventured 
to differ as regards its assuming nutriment for the heart to be 
inherent in politics. He described to mo his views ; that the 
Reform Act had, as it were, brought out too prominently a 
particular muscle of tho national frame: the strength of the 
towns ; that the cure was to be found in a large further enfran- 

1 ‘Motion* and Mian* on Land and Sea at War.’v. 219. SteamloaU, 
Vivlneta, ami Railway*. 
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sumptuously evciy day ! 5 This was the ready susceptibility 
to humane impression in the common circumstance of life, 
the ej’e stirring the emotions of the feeling heart, that 
nourished in him the soul of true oratory, to say nothing 
of feeding the roots of statesmanship. His bookminded- 
ness is unabated.- He began with a resolution to work at 
least two hours every morning before breakfast, and the 
resolution seems to have been manfully kept, without 
prejudice to systematic reading for a good many hours of 
the day besides. For the first time, rather strange to say, 
he read St. Augustine’s Confessions , and with the delight 
that might have been expected. He finds in that famous 
composition ‘a good deal of prolix and fanciful, though 
acute speculation, but the practical parts of the book have a 
wonderful force, and inimitable sweetness and simplicity.’ 
In other departments of religion, he read Archbishop 
Leighton’s life and Hannah More’s, Arnold’s Sermons and 
Milner’s Church, History and Whe well’s Bridgewater Treatise. 
Once more he analyses the Novum Organum and the 
Advancement of Learning, and he reads or re-reads Locke’s 
Essay. He studies political science in the two great manuals 
of the old world and the new, in the Politics of Aristotle and 
the Prince of Machiavelli. He goes through three or four pla} r s 
of Schiller; also Manzoni, and Petrarch, and Dante at the 
patient rate of a couple of cantos a day ; then Boccaccio, from 
whom, after a half-dozen of the days, he willingly parts 
company, only interested in him as showing a strange state 
of manners and how religion can be dissociated from con- 
duct. In modern politics he reads the memoirs of Chatham, 
and Brougham on Colonial Policy, of which he says that 
‘eccentricity, paradox, fast and loose reasoning and (much 
more) sentiment, . appear to have entered . most deeply into 
the essence of this remarkable man when lie wrote his 
Colonial Policy, as now ; with the rarest power of expressing 
his thoughts, has he any fixed law to guide them ?’ ; On Roseoe’s 
Leo X. he remarks how interesting, and highly agreeable it is 
in style, and while disclaiming any right to judge its fidelity 
and : research, makes the odd observation that' it has in some 
degree subdued the leaven of its author’s unitarianism. He 
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19 /A. — -Began Cicero’s fuseulan Questions. . . . 25/A. -—Aug. Civ. 

.> Dei. I am now in Book xiv. Cic. Tvsc. finished. Book ii. 
Purgaiono, iii.-v. A dose of whist. Still s'now and rain. 
26/A. — Aug. Cicero. Billiards. Purgatorio, vi.-viii. Began Dry- 
den’s Fables. My eyes are not in their best plight^ and I am 
obliged to consider type 'a little. Jan. 3rd, 1837. — Breakfasted 
with Dr. Chalmers. How kind my father is in small matters as 
well a3 great — thoughtfully sending carriage. 13/A, Glasgow . — 
The pavilion astonishing, and the whole effect very grand. ^ Near 
3500. Sir R. Peel spoke 1 h. 55 m. Explicit and hold ; it was 
a very great effort. I kept within 15 min- — quito long enough. 
14/A. — 7£-5& mail to Carlisle. On all night. 15/A.— Wetherby at 
7L Leeds 10 J. Church there. Walked over to "Wakefield. Church 
there Evening at Thornes. [Milnes Gaskell’s.] 17/A. — ToNowark. 
Very good meeting. Spoke £ hour. 

In this speech, after tho regulation denunciation of the 
reckless wickedness of O’Connell, he set about demonstrating 
tho change that had taken place in tho character of public 
feeling during the last fow years. Ho pointed out that at 
the dissolution of 1831 tho conservative members of tho 
House of Commons amounted perhaps to 50. In 1835 they 
saw this small dispirited band grow into a resolute and 
formidable phalanx of 300. The cxy was: r Resol u to attach- 
ment to tho institutions of tho country/ Ono passage in 
tho speech is of interest in tho history of his attitude on 
toleration. Sir William Molcswortli had been invited to 
come forward as candidate for the representation of Leeds. 
A roport spread that Sir William was not a bcliovor in tho 
Christian articles of faith. Somebody wroto to Molcsworth, 
to know if fliis was truo. Ho answered, that tho question 
whether ho was a boliover in tho Christian religion was 
ono that no man of liberal principles ought to proposo to 
another, or could proposo without being guilty of a dereliction 
of duty. On this incident, Mr. Gladstone said that ho would 
ask, * Is it not a titno for serious reflection among moderato 
and candid* men of all parties, when such a question was 
actually thought impertinent interference? Surely they 
w$uld say with him, that men who have no belief in tho 
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minister arrived; the case is apt to quicken the pulse of ( 
even the most serene of politicians, and we may be sure 
that Mr. Gladstone with the keen vigour of five-and-twonty 1 
tingling in his veins was something more or less than serene. 

Dec. 17. — Locke, and Russell’s Modern Europe in the morning. 
Went to meet the post, found a letter from Peel desiring to see 
me, dated 13th. All haste; ready by 4 — no place! Reluctantly 
deferred till the morning. Wrote to Lincoln, Sir R. Peel, etc. . . . 

A game of whist. This is a serious call. I got my father’s advice 
to take any thing with work and responsibility. IS///. — Oil' at 7.40 
by mail. I find it a privation to be unable to read in a coach. 
The mind is distracted through the senses, and rambles. Nowhere 
is it to me so incapable of continuous thought. . . . Newcastle at 
9f p.m. 19/7/. — Same again. At York at 6|- A.a r. to 7. Ran to 
peep at the minster and bore away a faint twilight image of its 
grandeur. 20th. — Arrived safe, thank God, and well at the Bull 
and Mouth 5f A.M. Albany soon. To bed for 2£ hours. Went 
to Peel about eleven. 

He writes to his father the same day — 

interview with him was not more than six or eight minutes, 
but he Avas extremely kind. He told me his letter to me Avas among 
his first ; that he Avas prompted only by his own feelings toAwards 
me and some more of that kind ; that I might have a seat either at 
the admiralty or treasury boards, but the latter Avas that AA r hich 
he intended for me ; that I should then be in immediate and con- 
fidential communication Avith himself; and should thereby have 
more insight into the general concerns of gOA r ernment ; that there 
was a person very anxious for the seat at the treasury, Avho Avould 
go to the admiralty if- 1 did not; but that he meant to go upon 
the principle of putting eA r ery one to the post for Avhich he thought 
them most fit, so far as he could, and therefore preferred the 
arrangement he had named. As he distinctly preferred the treasury 
for me, and assigned such reasons for the jweference, it a])peared 
to me that the question Avas quite settled, and I immediately closed 
AA’ith his offer. I expressed my gratitude for the opinions of me which 
lie had expressed ; and said I thought it my duty to mention that - 
the question of my re-election at NeAvark upon a single A'acancj’ 
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SI lasted till near 12 Music excellent. Spoke 11 hours, I am told, 
,])rohpudor f 1 

Back at Fasque, only a day too late for the Twelfth, 
he found the sport bad and he shot badly, but ho enjoyed 
the healthful walks on the hill His employments ere 
curiously mixed * Sept Sth — In the bog for snipe with Sir 
J Mackenzie Bead Timccus Began Byrons Life My 
eyes refused progress Yerses 15f/t — Snipe shooting with 

F in the bog Began Cntias 22 nd — JECaddo Otter hunt 

mg, *cns csito Finished Plato’s Laus Hunting too in the 
library * The mental dispersion of country house visiting 
never affects either multifarious reading or multifarious 
writing Spanish grammar. Bon Quixote m the original, 
Crabbe Don Juan , alternate with Augustine dcpcccatorum 
remissionc or de utilitate Cicdendi ('beautiful and useful’). 
He works at an essay of his own upon Justification, at 
adversaria on Aristotle s Ethic*, at another essay upon 

1 In tins speech he dealt with an knows the characterof Lord Jkthnrst 
attack made upon lnm by his oppo — \oU any roan who knows the char 
nent Ponlctt Thomson afterwards acter of Mr Stei hen the tinder 
Lord. Sydenham on the question of secretary for the colon it # — the chosen 
nogro-su\ cry — assistant of tho nolle lord in that 

I hate liad some obloquy cast ministry of which he was no mum 
upon roe by Mr Thomson in refer portant. member — mil any man ray 
ei ce to the part which I took in tho that "Mr Stephen \\ ho was all along 
' ‘ the advocate of the elaves with hia 

liberal and enlightened views ever 
ciscd an influence le«s than nn ler 
Lord Stanley? Does Mr Jhomson 
“it i<? that of negro sbnen Ho presume to state that Lord Aberdeen 
shoal 1 In roe in opposition to Lord was guilts of neglect to tl o slaves* 
Stanlea , and did lord Stanley com V ben I a 1 1 that tho question under 
plain* It js well known that he went a considerable discussion last 
tiled that tho only two speeches year, m tho House of Cnirawi» 
which Were decid Mly hostile to that when nil parties and all interests 
measure w cro delis cred l y two gentle- were fairly rej resented an 1 the best 
men who hold otTee under ler jna d (position was earned to assist tho 
jestv a i resent govcmn ent whilst proper working of tl e measure an l 
on tho contrary* hit lo-dslup was to alter sonic parts tliat were con 
please*! to express candidly his high si lered injurious to the slave# and 
approbation of rov sentiments, and 

my in Imlual exertions for the settle ’ * 

ment of that matter Docs Mr Thom 

son mean to pay tliat the great con i 

senratiae body m parhftm nt ha# ■ ■ 

offered opposition to tliat measure* ‘ 

Who, I would ask, con lucted tho * ' 

coroespondenco of tl o government ■ • 

o^cc w ith reference to tliat imp* ft- ■ 
tart question* Will any man srlo 
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traditions as bis own. 1 Tbe youthful minister’s path was 
happily smoothed at Newark. This time blues and reds 
called a grand truce, divided the honours, and returned 
Mr. Gladstone and Sergeant Wilde without a contest. The 
question that excited most interest in the canvass was the 
new poor law. Mr. Gladstone gave the fallen ministers full 
credit for their measure. Most of their bills, he said, were 
projected from a mere craving for popularity, but in the 
case of the poor law they acted in defiance of the public 
press and many of their own friends. On the other hand, 
he defended the new government as the government of a 
truly reforming party, pointing to the commercial changes 
made by Lord Liverpool’s administration, to the corpora- 
tion and test Acts, and to catholic emancipation. Who 
could deny that these were changes of magnitude settled 
in peaceful times by a parliament unreformed ? Who could 
deny that Sir Eobert Peel had long been a practical re- 
former of the law, and that the Duke of Wellington had 
carried out great retrenchments ? Let them then rally round 
throne and altar, and resist the wild measures of the destruc- 
tives. The red hero was drawn through the town by six 
greys, -with postillions in silk jackets, amid the music of 
hands, the clash of hells, and the cheers of the crowd. When 
the red procession met the blue, mutual congratulations 
took the place of the old insult and defiance, and at five 
o’clock each party sat down to its own feast. The reds 
drank toasts of a spirited, loyal and constitutional char- 
acter, many admirable speeches were made which the 
chronicler regrets that his limits will not allow him to 
report, — regrets unshared by us — and soon after eleven Mr. 
Gladstone escaped. After a day at Clumber, he was 
speedily on his way to Londdn. ‘Off at 10^ P.M. Missed 
the High Flyer at Tuxford, broke down in my chaise on the 
way to Newark; no injury, thanks to God. Eemained 21- 
hours alone; overtaken by the Wellington at 31 a.m. 

1 Greville, on the other hand, board of control, instead of making 
grumbled at Peel, for taking high him a lord of the treasury, and send- 
birth and connections as substitutes ing ‘ Gladstone, who is a very clever 
for other qualities, because he made man ’ to the other and more re- 
Sidney Herbert secretary at the sponsible post. 
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within the tory ranks. 1 It was at a meeting held at Peel’s 
on December 6, 1837, that Lord Stanley for the first time 
appeared among the conservative members. 

The distractions produced in Canada by mismanagement 
and misapprehension in Downing Street had already given 
trouble during the very short time when Mr. Gladstone was 
under-secretary at the colonial office; but they now broke 
into the flame of open revolt. The perversity of a foolish king 
and weakness and disunion among his whig ministers had 
brought about a catastrophe. At the beginning of the 
session (183S) the government introduced a bill suspending' 
the constitution and conferring various absolute powers on 
Lord Durham as governor general and high commissioner. 
It was in connection with this proposal that Mr. Gladstone 
seems to have been first takon into the confidential consul- 
tations of the leaders of his party 

The sago marshalling and manoeuvring of the parlia- 
mentary squads was embarrassed by a move' from Sir 
William Molesworth, of whom we have just boon hearing, 
the editor of Hobbes, and one of the group nicknamed philo- 
sophic radicals with whom Mr Gladstone at this stage 
seldom or never agreed ' Tho new school of morals/ he 
called them, ‘which taught that success was tho only 
criterion of merit/ — a delineation for which he w ould have 
been severely handled by Bontham or James Mill Moles- 
wortb gave notico of a vote of censure on Lord Glenelg, 
tho colonial minister, that is, he selected a single member 
of the cabinet for condemnation, on tho ground of acts for 
which nil tho other ministers were collectively just as 
responsible. For this discrimination tho only precedent 
seems to be FoVs motion against Lord Sandwich in 177P 
Mr. Gladstone's memorandum 2 completes or modifies the 
account of tho dilemma of tho conservative leader, already 
known from Sir Robert Peel's papers* and tho reader will find 
it elsewhere. It was tho right of a conservative opposition 
to challenge a whig ministry; yet to fight under radical 
colours was odious and intolerable. On the other hand ho 


1 Parker’* /Ve/, jj pp. 330 S. __ 

* Parker, n. pp. 3o> 3t>j. 


* Bee Appendix. 
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fcorting the attack ; the hearers, in the pleasure which the 
assault gives them, will forget the previous charge.’ As 
Disraeli himself put it afterwards, Never complain and 
never explain . 


II . 

One afternoon, a few days later, while he was grappling 
at the treasury with a file of papers on the mysteries of 
superannuation, Mr. Gladstone was again summoned by the 
prime minister, and again (.Tan. 26) he writes to his father: — 

1 have had an important interview with Sir 11. Peel, the 
result of which is that I am to he under-secretary for the 
colonies. I will give jmu a hurried and imperfect sketch of the 
conversation. Ho began by saying he was about to make a great 
sacrifice both of his own feelings and convenience, but that what 
he had to say he hoped would be gratifjdng to me, as a mark 
of his confidence and regard. ‘I am going to propose to you, 
Gladstone, that you should be, for you know Wortley has lost his 
election, under-secretarj' of state for the colonies, and I give 
you my word that I do not know six offices which are at this 
moment of greater importance than that to which is attached 
the representation of the colonial department in the House 
of Commons, at a period when so many questions of importance 
are in agitation.’ I expressed as well as I could, and indeed it 
was but ill, my unfeigned and deep sense of his kindness, my 
hesitation to form any opinion of my own competency for the 
office, and at the same time my general desire not to shrink from 
any responsibility which he might think proper to lay upon me. 
He said, that was the right and manly view to take. . . . He 
adverted to my connection with the "West Indies as likely to give 
satisfaction to persons dependent on those colonies, and thought 
that others would not be displeased. In short, I cannot go 
through it all, but I can only say that if I had always heard of 
him that he was the warmest and freest person of all living 
in the expression of his feelings, such description would have 
been fully borne out by his demeanour to me. When I came away 
he took my hand and said, ! Well, God bless you , wherever you are.’ 
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anticipations of entiro success’ (March 22). Six days later 
^ ho was appointed a member of tho apprenticeship com- 
mittee •which at once began to investigate the complaints 
from Jamaica. Mr. Gladstone acted as the representative of 
the planters on the committee, and ho paid very close 
attention to the proceedings during two sessions. In 
the spring of 1S3S a motion was made to accelerate by 
two years the end of tho apprenticeship system on the 
slavo plantations of tho West Indies. Brougham had been 
raising a tempest of humane sentiment by rnoro than one of 
his most magnificent speeches. The leading men on both 
sides in parliament wero openly and strongly against a dis- 
turbance of tho settlement, hut tho feeling in tho constitu- 
encies was hot, and in liberal and toiy camp alike members 
in fear and trembling tried to make up their minds. Sir 
George Grey made an effective case for tho law as it stood, 
and Peel spoko on tho same side ; but it was agreed that 
Mr. Gladstone by his union of fervour, elevation, and a com- 
plcto raastciy of tho facts of tho case, went deoper than 
either. Even unwilling witnesses ‘felt bound to admit the 
great ability ho displayed.* His address was completely that 
of an advocate, and ho did not oven affect to look on both 
sides of tho question, expressing his joy that tho day had at 
length arrived when ho could meet tbo charges against the 
planters and entor upon their defence. 

March 30/A. — Spoke from 11 to 1. Received with tho greatest 
and most affecting kindness from all parties both dnnngand after. 
Through the debate I felt the most painful depression. Except 
Mr. Fluraptro and Lord John Russell, all who spoke damaged the 
question to the utmost possible degree. Prater earnest for tho 
moment was wrung from me in my necessity ; I hope it was not a 
blasphemous prayer, for support in pleading the cause of justice. . . . 

I am Jjtlf insensible even in the moment of delight to such pleasure* 
as this kind of occasion affords. Rut this is a dangerous state; 
indifference to the world is not love of God. . . . 

In writing to him upon this speech, Mr. Stephen, his former 
oily at tho colonial office, addressed an admonition, which is 
worth recalling both for its own sake and bccauso it hits by 
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Hr. Gladstone’s first spell of office was little more than v 
momentary. The liberal majority, ns has so often happened, 
was composite, but Peel can hardly have supposed that the 
sections of which it. was made up would fail to coalesce, and 
coalesce pretty soon, for the irresistible object, of ejecting 
ministers who were liked by none of them, and through 
whose repulse they could strike an avenging blow against 
the king. Ardent subalterns like Mr. Gladstone took more 
vehement views. The majority at once heat, the government 
(supported by the group of tStanlcyites, fifty-three strong) in 
the contest for the Speaker's chair. Other repulses followed. 
‘The division/ writes Mr. Gladstone to his father, with the 
honourable warmth of the young party man, ‘I need not say 
was a disappointment, to me: but it must have been much 
more so to those who have ever thought well of the parlia- 
ment. Our party mustered splendidly. Some few, hut, very, 
very few, of the others appear to have kept away through 
a sense of decency : they had not virtue enough to vote for 
tho man whom they knew to be incomparably the best, 
and against whom they had no charge to bring. No more 
shameful act. I think has been done by a British House of 
Commons.’ 

Not many days after fervently deprecating a general 
resignation, an ill-omened purpose of this very course 
actually flitted across the mind ‘of the young under- 
secretary himself. A scheme was on the anvil for the 
education of the blacks in the West Indies, and a sudden 
apprehension startled Mr. Gladstone, that his chief might 
devote public funds to all varieties of denominational 
religious teaching. Any plan of that kind would be 
utterly opposed to what with him, as we shall soon dis- 
cover, was then a fundamental principle of national polity. 
Happily the fatal leap was not needed, but if either small 
men like the government whips, or great men like Peel and 
Aberdeen, could have known what was passing, they would 
have shaken grave heads over this spirit of unseasonable 
scruple at the very start of the race in a brilliant man with 
all his life before him. 
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earnest he was about the negroes, by strenuously pressing his 
father to allow him to go to the West Indies and view the 
state of things there for himself. Perhaps by prudent 
instinct his fatheT disapproved, and at last spoke decidedly 
against any project of the kind. 

The question of the education of the people was rising into 
political prominence, and its close relations with the claims 
of the church sufficed to engage the active interest of so 
zealous a son of the church as Hr. Gladstone. From a very 
early stage we find him moving for returns, serving on 
education committees in parliament, corresponding ener- 
getically with Manning, Acland, and others of like mind in 
and out of parliament. Primary education is one of the 
few subjects on which the fossils of extinct opinion neither 
interest nor instruct. It is enough to mark that Mr. Glad- 
stone’s position in the forties was that of the ultra-church- 
man of the time, and such as no church-ultra now droams 
of fighting for. We find him * objecting to any infringement 
whatever of the principle on which the established church 
was founded — that of confining tho pecuniary support of 
the stato to ono particular religious denomination.’ 1 

To Dr. Hook (March 12, 1838), ho speaks of 4 a safo and 
precious interval, perhaps tho last to thoso who are desirous 
of placing tho education of tho pcoplo under tho efficient 
control of tho clorgy.’ Tho aims of himself and his allies 
wore to plant training schools in every diocese ; to connect 
theso with tho cathedrals through tho chapters ; to liccnso 
tho teachers by tho bishops after examination. 

Writing to Manning (Feb. 22, 1839), ho compares control 
by government to tho 4 little lion cub in tho Agamemnon * 
which aftor being in its primovnl season tho delight of tho 
young and amusement of tho old, gradually revealed its 
parent stock, and grow to bo a crcaturo of lingo mischief in 
tho household.* Ho describes & divergence t>f view among 


* Hansard, Juno 20, IbSO. 

5 jigam. G06-716- 

Erro *o Wlike might one 
A lion tuckllng nurse, 

Like a foster »on, 

To hi* home a future euree. 


In life*# beginning mi M 
Dear to aire And kind to chi! I, . . 
But in time he ahowed 
The taint of hi* blood. . - 
— did • ton* In T 
tiont, |> S3. 
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find it difficult to grapple with the more popular parts of the c: 

question; hut I fell miserably short of my desires in touching v 

upon the principles which the discussion involved, and I am sure ^ 
that it must he long before I am enabled in any reasonable sense 
to be a speaker according even to the -conception which I have 
formed in my own mind. 

A few days later, lie received the congratulations of a 
royal personage : — 

In the evening, dining at Lord Salisbury’s, I was introduced to 
the Duke of Cumberland, who was pleased to express himself 
favourably of my speech. He is fond of conversation, and the 
common reputation which he bears of including in his conversation 
many oaths, appears to be but too true. Yet he said he had made 
a point of sending his son to George the Fourth’s funeral, think- 
ing it an excellent advantage for a boy to receive the impression 
which such a scene was calculated to convey. The duke made many 
acute remarks, and was, I should say, most remarkably unaffected 
and kind. These are fine social qualities for a prince, though, 
of course, not the most important — ‘ My dear Sir,’ and thumps on 
the shoulder after a ten minutes’ acquaintance. He spoke broadly 
and freely — much on the disappearance of the bishops’ wigs, which 
he said had done more harm to the church than anything else ! 

On the same night the catastrophe happened. After a 
protracted and complex struggle Lord John Russell’s pro- 
posal for thq appropriation of the surplus revenues of the 
Irish church was carried against ministers. The following 
day Peel announced his resignation. 

Though his official work had been unimportant’ Mr. Glad- 
stone had left an excellent impression behind him among 
the permanent men. When he first appeared in the office, 
Henry Taylor said, ‘ I rather like Gladstone, but he is said 
to have more of the devil in him than appears.’ A few weeks 
were enough to show him that ‘ Gladstone was far the most 
considerable of the rising generation, having besides his 
abilities an excellent disposition and great strength of 
character.’ James Stephen thought well of him, but doubted 
if he had pugnacity enough for public life. 
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possesses me in prospect of a speccli is one very useful lesson ; Cl 

and being disappointed after having attained some due state v 

of excitement and anticipation is another . 5 

In June at a feast at Newark, which, terrible to relate, 
lasted from four o’clock to eleven, Mr. Gladstone gave them 
nearly an hour, not to mention divers minor speeches. His 
father 'expressed himself with beautiful and affectionate 
truth of feeling, and the party sympathised . 5 His own 
speech deserves to be noted as indicating tlio political 
geography for three or four years to come. The standing 
dish of the tory opposition of the period was highly-spiced 
reproach of the ministers for living on the support of 
O’Connell, and Newark was regaled with an ample meal. 

Mr. Gladstone would not enter into a detail of the exjdoits, 
character, political opinions of that Irish gentleman; he would 
rather say what he thought of him in his presence than in 
his absence, because ho could unfortunately say nothing of 
him but what was bad. 'This is not the first period in 
English history , 5 Mr. Gladstone noted down at that time, ‘in 
which a government has leaned on the Roman catholic 
interest in Ireland for support. Under the administration 
of Strafford and at the time of the Scotch revolt, Charles i. 
was enthusiastically supported by the recusants of the sister 
isle, and what was the effect ? The religious sympathies of 
the people were touched then and they were so now with 
the same consequence, in the gradual decline of the party 
to whom the suspicion attaches in popular fervour and 
estimation . 5 Half a century later he may have recalled this 
earl } 7 fruit of historic observation. Meanwhile, in his Newark 
speech, he denounced the government for seeking to undo 
the mischief of the Irish alliance by systematic agitation. 

But it was upon the church question, far deeper and more 
vital than municipal corporations, that the fate of the 
government should be decided. Then followed a vindi- 
cation of the church in Ireland. ‘The protestant faith is 
held good for us, and what is good for tis is also good for 
the population of Ireland! That most disastrous of all our 
false commonplaces was received at Newark, as it has been 
received so many hundreds of times ever since all over 
vol. i. Y I 
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June 13th . — Sir R. Peel dined at Mr. Dugdale's. After dinner 
-' he spoke of Milberforce ; believed him to be an -excellent man 
independently of the book, or would not have keen favourably 
impressed by the records of his being in society, and then going ■ 
home and describing as lost in sin those with whom he had been . 
enjoying himself. Upon the other hand, however, he- ivould 
have exposed himself to the opposite reproach had he been more 
secluded, morosely withdrawing himself from the range of human 
sympathies. He remembered him as an admirable speaker ; agreed . 
that the Tesults of his life were very great (and the man must be 
in part measured by them). He disapproved of taking people 
to task b} r articles in the papers, for votes against their party. 

July 18th . — I complimented the - Speaker yesterday on the time 
he had saved by putting an end to discussions upon the presenta- 
tion of petitions. He replied that there was a more important 
advantage ; that those discussions very greatly increased the 
influence of popular feeling on the deliberations of the House ; 
and that by stopping them he thought a wall was erected against 
such influence — not as strong as might be wished. Probably some 
day it might be broken down, but he had done his best to raise 
it. His maxim was to shut out as far as might be all extrinsic 
pressure, and then to do freely what was right within doors. 

This high and sound way of regarding parliament under- 
went formidable changes before the close of Mr. Gladstone’s 
career, and perhaps his career had indirectly something to 
do with them. But not, I think, with intention. In 1S38 , 

lie cited with approval an exclamation of Roebuck’s in the 
House of Commons, ‘ We, sir, are or ought to be the elite of 
the people of England for mind : we are at the head of the 
mind of the people of England.’ 

Mr. Gladstone’s position in parliament' and the public 
judgment, as the session went on, is sufficiently manifest 
from a letter addressed to him at this time by Samuel 
Wilberforce, four years his senior,, henceforth one of his 
nearest friends, and always an acute observer of social and 
political forces. ‘It would be an affectation in you, which 
you are above,’ writes the future bishop (April 20, I83S), 
‘not to know that few young men have the weight you ha-ve 
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Les homines en tout ne s’4clairent que par le tatonnement de 
1’expdrience. - Les plus grands gdnies sont eux-memes entraxn^s par 
leur si&cle. — Turgot. 

Men are only enlightened by feeling their way through experience. 

The greatest geniuses are' themselves drawn along by their age. 

In September (1835), after long suffering, His mother died 
amid tender care and mournful regrets. Her youngest son 
was a devoted nurse ; her loss struck him keenly, hut with 
a sense full of the consolations of his faith. To Gaskell he 
writes: ‘How deeply and thoroughly her character was 
imbued with love; with what strong and searching pro- 
cesses of bodily affliction she was assimilated in mind and 
heart to her Redeemer ; how above all other things she sighed 
.for the advancement of His kingdom on earth; how few 
mortals suffered more pain, or more faithfully recognised it 
as one of the instruments by which God is pleased to forward 
that restor-ing'process for which we are placed on earth.’ 

Then the world resumed its course for him, and things 
fell into their wonted ways of indefatigable study. .His 
scheme for week-days • included Blackstone, Mackintosh, 
-Aristotle’s Politics — ‘a book of immense value for all 
governors and public men’ — Dante’s Purgatorio, Spanish 
grammar, Tocqueville, Fox’s James II., by which he was 
disappointed, not seeing such an acuteness in extracting 
and exhibiting. the principles that govern from .beneath the 
actions of men and parties, nor such a grasp of generalisa- 
tion, nor such a faculty of separating minute from material 
particulars, nor such an abstraction from a debater’s modes 
of thought and forms of expression, as he should have 
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A vi'iuort and a movement certainly among the moat remarkable in 
the Clirifitendom of the laat three and tt Jialf centuries ; probably 
more remarkable than the movement associated with Iho name of 
Port It oval, for that has passed Srway and left hardly a trace 
behind ; but this baa left incfTnceablc marks upon the English 
church and nation. — Gt.AnSTONK (1891). 

It tvas the affinity of groat natures for great issues 
^ that made Mr. Gladstone from his earliest manhood 
onwards take and hold fast the affairs of the churches 
for the objects of his most absorbing interest. Ho was one 
and the same man, his genius was one. Iiis persistent 
incursions all through his long life into the multifarious 
doings, not only of his own anglican communion, but of the 
Latin church of the west, as well as of the motley Christen- 
dom of the cast, puzzled and vexed political whippers-in, 
wire-pullers, newspaper editors, leaders, colleagues; they 
were the despair of party caucuses; and they made the 
neutral man of the world smile, as eccentricities of genius 
and rather singularly chosen recreations. All this was, in 
truth, of the very essence of his character, the manifestation 
of its profound unity. 

The quarrel upon church comprehension that had per- 
plexed Elizabeth and Burleigh, had distracted the councils 
of Charles i. and of Cromwell, had bewildered William of 
Orange and Tillotson and Burnet, was once more aglow with 
its old heat. The still mightier dispute, how wide or how 
narrow is the common ground between the church of 
England and the church of Rome, broke into fierce flame. 
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into opposition and whiggism by the insult of Lord North. That 
his own doctrines, both as originally declared, and as resumed 
when finally in office, were of a highly toned spirit of government. 
That Brougham was the most powerful man he had ever known in 
the H. of C. ; that no one had ever fallen so fast and so far. That 
the political difficulties of England might be susceptible of cure, 
and were not appalling; but that the state of Ireland was to 
all appearance hopeless. That there the great difficulty lay in 
procuring the ordinary administration of justice ; that the very 
institution of juries supposed a common interest of the juror 
and the state, a condition not fulfilled in the present instance ; 
that it was quite unfit for the present state of society in Ireland. 
Lord Harrowby thought that a strong conservative government 
might still quell agitation. _ And Sir R. Peel said Stanlej r had 
told him that the whig government were on the point of suc- 
ceeding in putting a stop to the resistance to payment of tithe, 
when Lord Althorp, alarmed at the expense already incurred, 
wrote to stop its collection by the military. We should pro- 
bably live to see the independence of Poland established. 

The Duke of Wellington and others arrived later in the day. 
It was pleasing to see the deference with which he Avas received 
as he entered the library ; at the sound of his name everybody 
rose ; he is addressed by all with a respectful manner. He met 
Peel most cordially, and seized both Lady Peel’s hands. I noAv 
recollect that it' was Avith glee Sir R. Peel said to me on Monday, 
‘I am glad to say you will meet the duke here,’ Avhich had 
reference, I doubt not, partly to the anticipated pleasure of seeing 
him, partly to the dissipations of umA r orthy suspicions. He 
reported that government are still labouring at a church measure 
Avithout appropriation. Jan. 20. — The Duke of Wellington 
appears to speak little ; and never for speaking’s sake, but only 
to convey an idea, commonly worth conveying. He receives 
remarks made to him very frequently Avith no more than ‘Ha,’ 
a convenient, suspensive expression, Avhich acknoAvledges the 
arrival of the observation and no more. Of the tAvo days Avhich 
he spent here -he hunted on Thursday, shot on Friday, and 
to-day travelled to Strathfieldsay, more, I believe, than 100 miles, 
to entertain a party of friends to dinner. With this bodily 
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k reform was never heard of. 1 This dreamless composure was 
rudely broken. The repeal of the 'test and corporation 
Acts in 1828 first roused the church ; and her sons rubbed 
their eyes when they beheld parliament bringing frankly to 
an end the odious monopoly of office under the crown, all 
corporate office, all magistracy, in men willing to take the 
communion at the altar of the privileged establishment. The 
next year a deadlier blow fell after a more embittered fight 
— the admission of Roman catholics to parliament and 
place. The Reform bill of 1832 followed. Even when 
half spent, the forces that had been gathering for many 
years in the direction of parliamentary reform, and had at 
last achieved more than one immense result, rolled heavily 
forward against the church. The opening of parliament and 
of close corporations was taken to involve an opening' to 
correspond in the grandest and closest of all corporations. 
The resounding victory of the constitutional bill of 1832 
was followed by a drastic handling of the church in Ireland, 
and by a proposal to divert a surplus of its . property to 
purposes not ecclesiastical. A long and peculiarly unedify- 
ing crisis ensued. Stanley and Graham, two of the most, 
eminent members of the reforming whig cabinet, on this 
proposal at once resigned. The Grey ministry was thus 
split in 1834, and the Peel ministry ejected in 1835, on the 
ground of the absolute inviolability of the property of the 
Irish church. The tide of reaction set slowly in. - The shock 
in political party was in no long time followed by shock 
after shock in the church. As has happened on more than 
one occasion in our history, alarm for the church kindled 
the conservative temper in the nation. Or to put it in 
another way, that spontaneous attachment to the old order 
of things with all its symbols, institutes, and deep associa- 
tions, which the radical reformers had both affronted and 
ignored, made the church its rallying-point. The three 
years of tortuous proceedings on The famous Appropriation 
clause — proceedings that political philosophers declared to 
have disgraced this country in the face of Europe, and that 
_ were certainly an ignominy and a scandal in a party called 

1 Newman, Essays, ii. p. 428. 
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awalce last night till between t and 5, as usual after speaking. 
How useful to make us feel the habitual unremcmberecl bless- 
ing of sound sleep. . . . April 7th. — Gents. Lib. e. xi. . . . 
Dr. Pusey here, from 12 to 3 about church building. Rode. 

r At night 11 to 2 perusing Henry Taylor’s proofs of The 
Statesman, and writing notes on it, presumptuous enough. . . . 
Gents, xii. Re-perused Taylor's sheets. A batch of calls. .Wrote 
letters. Bossuet. Dined at Henry Taylor’s, a keen intellectual 
exercise, and thus a place of danger, especially as it is exercise 
seen. . . . 9th. — Spedding at breakfast. Gems. xiii. Finished 
Locke on Understanding. It appears to mo on the whole a much 
overrated, though, in some respects, a very useful hook. . . . 
May IGth . — Air. Wordsworth, II. Taylor and Doyle to break- 
fast." Sat till 12^. Conversation on Shelley, Trench, Tennyson; 
travelling, copyright, etc. 3 Oth. — Millies, Blakeslej', Taylor, Cole, 
to breakfast. Church meeting at Archbishop of Armagh’s. Ancient 
music rehearsal. House 6-S| and 9J-12. June 1st . — Read Words- 
worth. . . . House 5-12. Spoke about 45 minutes [on Tithes' and 
Church (Ireland) bill]. I had this pleasure in my speech, that I 
never rose more intent upon telling what I believe to be royal truth; 
though I did it very ill, and further than ever below the idea which 
I would nevertheless hold before mj r mind. 3rd . — West Indies 
Committee 1-4. Finished writing out my speech and sent it. Read 
Wordsworth. . . . Saw Sir R. Peel. Dined at Sergeant Talfourd’s 
to meet Wordsworth. . . . 5 ih. — St. James’s, Communion. Dined 
at Lincoln’s Inn. St. Sepulchre’s. Wrote. Jer. Taylor, Newman 
Began Nicole’s Prdjugds. Arnold aloud. 8 ih. — Wordsworth, since 
he has been in town, has breakfasted twice and dined once with 
me. Intercourse with him is, upon the whole, extremely pleasing. 
I was sorry to hear Sydney Smith say that he did not see very 
much in him, nor greatly admire his poems. He even adverted 
to the London Sonnet as ridiculous. Sheil thought this of the 
line : 

‘Dear God ! the very houses seem asleep.’ 

I ventured to call his attention to that which followed as carrying 
out the idea : 

‘ And all that mighty heart is lying still.’ 

Of which I may say omne tuUt punctwm. 
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and conscience free from ‘secular chains’ and ‘hireling 
- wolves.’ 

Strange social conditions were emerging on every side. 
The factory system established itself on a startling scale. 
Huge aggregates of population collected with little regard to 
antique divisions of diocese and parish. Colonies over the sea 
extended in boundaries and numbers, and churchmen were 
zealous that these infant societies should be blessed by the 
same services, rites, ecclesiastical ordering and exhortation, 
as were believed to elevate and sanctify the parent com- 
munity at home. The education of the people grew to be a 
formidable problem, the field of angry battles and campaigns 
that never end. Trade, markets, wages, hours, and all the 
gaunt and haggard economics of the labour question, added 
to the statesman’s load. Pauperism was appalling. In a 
word, the need for social regeneration both material and 
moral was in the spirit of the time. Here were the hopes, 
vague, blind, unmeasured, formless, that had inspired the 
wild clamour for the bill, the whole bill, and nothing but 
the bill. The whig patricians carried away the prizes of 
great office, though the work had been done by men of a very 
different stamp. » It was the utilitarian radicals who laid the 
foundations of social improvement in a reasoned creed. 
With admirable ability, perseverance, unselfishness, and 
public spirit, Bentham and his disciples had regenerated 
political opinion, and fought the battle against debt, pauper- 
ism, class-privilege, class-monopoly, abusive patronage, a 
monstrous criminal law, and all the host of sinister interests . 1 
As in ever}' reforming age, men approached the work from 
two sides. Evangelical religion divides with rationalism the 
glory of more than one humanitarian struggle. Brougham, 
a more potent force than wo now realise, plunged with 
the energy of a Titan into a thousand projects, all taking 
for granted that ignorance is the disease and useful know- 
ledge the universal healer, all of them secular, all dealing 
with man from the outside, none touching imagination or 
the heart, Mareh-of-mind became to many almost as weari- 
some a cry as wisdom-of-our-ancestors had been. According 
i See Sir Le«lio Stephen’s UnyUth Utilitarians, ii. p. -<2. 
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chisement, I fancy, of the country chiefly ; that you would thus 
extend the base of your pyramid and so give it strength: He 
wished the old institutions of the country preserved, and thought 
this the way to preserve them. He thought the political franchise 
upon the whole a good to the mass — regard being had to the 
state of human nature; against me. * 1 1 th. — Read Browning’s 
Paracelsus. Went to Richmond to dine with the Gaskells. A 
two hours’ walk home at night. 1 6th. — Wrote two sonnets. 
Finished “ and wrote out Braut von Korinth. Shall I ever dare 
to make out a counterpart 1 21 si. — Breakfast at Mr. Hallam’s to 

meet Mr. Wordsworth and Mr. Rogers. Wordsworth spoke 
much and justly about copyright. Conversation with Talfourd in 
the evening, partly about that subject. Began something on 
egotism. 24 th. — Breakfast with Mr. Rogers, Mr. Wordsworth only 
there. Very agreeable. Rogers _ produced an American poem, 
the death of Bozzaris, which Wordsworth proposed that I should 
read to them : of course I declined, so even did Rogers. But 
Wordsworth read it through in good taste, and doing it justice. 

Fasque in time for Aug. 12; out on the hill, but unlucky with 
a sprained ankle, and obliged to give up early. Aug. 15 th. — 
Wrote (long) to Dr. Chalmers. Orator. Sept. 20 th. — Milner, 
finished Vol. ii. Cic. Acad. Wraxall. Began Goethe’s Iphigenie. 
Wrote. Oct. 7th. — Milner. Wraxall. A dinner-party. Wrote out 
a sketch for an essay on Justification. Singing, whist, shooting. 
Copied a paper for my father. 12 th . — A day on the hill for roe. 
14 guns. [To Liverpool for public dinner at the Amphitheatre.] 
18//i. — Most kindly heard. Canning’s debut everything that could 
be, desired. I thought I spoke 35 minutes, but afterwards found it 
was 55. Read Marco Visconti. 21st. — Operative dinner at Amphi- 
theatre. Spoke perhaps- 16 or 18 minutes. 2 8th. — Haddo [Lord 
Aberdeen’s], Finished Marco Visconti, a long bout, but I could not 
let it go. Buckland’s opening chapters. On the whole satisfactory. 
30 th.— Lord Aberdeen read prayers in the evening with simple and 
earnest pathos. - Nov. 10 th. — Wilhelm Meister, Book i., and there I 
mean to leave it, unless I hear a better report of the succeeding 
one than I could make of the first. Next day, recommenced with 
great anticipations of delight the Bivina Commedia. 13th. — Finished 
Nicole Be V TJniU. August. Be Civ. [Every day at this time.] 
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other creations of the heart and brain and will of man ? 
Were its bishops mere officers, like nigh ministers of mun- 
dane state, or were they, in actual historic truth as in supposed 
theological necessity, the direct lineal successors of the' first 
apostles, endowed from the beginnings with the mystical pre- 
rogatives on which the efficacy of all sacramental- rites 
depended ? What were its relations to the councils of the 
first four centuries, what to the councils of the fifteenth' 
century and the sixteenth, what to the Fathers'? The 
Scottish presbyterians held the conception of a church as 
strongly as anybody ; 1 but England, broadly speaking, had 
never been persuaded that there could be a church without 
bishops. 

In the answers to' this group of hard questions, terrible 
divisions that had been long muffled and huddled away 
burst into view. The stupendous quarrel of the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries again broke out. To the erastian 
lawyer the church was an institution erected on principles of 
political expediency by act of parliament. * To the school of 
Whately and Arnold it was a corporation of divine origin, 
devised to strengthen men in their struggle Tor goodness 
and holiness by the association and mutual help of - fellow- 
believers. To the evangelical it was hardly more than a 
collection of congregations commended in the Bible for the 
diffusion of the knowledge and right interpretation of the 
Scriptures, the commemoration of gospel events, and the 
linking of gospel truths to a well-ordered life. To the high 
anglican as to the Roman catholic, the church was some- 
thing very different from this ; not a fabric reared by man, 
nor in truth any mechanical fabric at all, but a mystically 
appointed channel of salvation, an indispensable element- in . 
the relation between the soul of man and its creator. To be 
a member of it was not to join an external association, but 
to become an inward partaker in ineffable and mysterious 
graces to which no other access lay open. Such was the ' 
Church Catholic and Apostolic as set up from the beginning, 


. i ‘Nowhere that I know of, 5 the 
Duke of Argyll once wrote in friendly 
remonstrance "with hlr. Qladstone, 
‘is the doctrine of a separate society 


being of divine foundation,* so dog- 
matically expressed as in the Scotch 
Confession ; the 39 articles are less 
definite on the subject.' 
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divine revelation are not tlie men to govern tliis nation, 
be they whigs or radicals.’ Long, extraordinary, and not 
inglorious, was the ascent from sucli a position as this, to 
the principles so nobly vindicated in the speech on the 
Affirmation bill in 1883. 

At the end of January he is back in London, arranging 
books and' papers and making a little daylight in his chaos. 
‘ What useful advice might a man who has been buon pezzo 
in parliament give to one going into it, on this mechanical 
portion of his business.’ The entries for 1837 are none of 
them especially interesting. Every day in the midst of full 
parliamentary- work, social engagements, and public duties 
outside of the House of Commons, he was elaborating the 
treatise on ithe relations of church and state, of which we 
shall see more in our following chapter. At the beginning 
of the session he went to a dinner at Peel’s, at which Lord 
Stanley and some of his friends were present — a circumstance 
noted as a sign of the impending fusion between the whig 
seceders of 1834 and the conservative party. Sir Robert 
seems to have gone on extending his confidence in him. 

I visited Sir Robert Peel (March 4th) about the Canada question, 
and again by appointment on the 6th, with Lord Aberdeen. On 
the former day he said, ‘Is there any one else to invite V I suggested 
Lord Stanley. He said, perhaps he might be inclined to take 
a separate view. But in the interval he had apparently thought 
' otherwise. For on Monday he read to Lord Aberdeen and myself 
a letter from Stanley written with the utmost -frankness and in a 
tone of political intimacy, saying that an engagement as chairman 
of a committee at the House would prevent his meeting us. The 
business of the day was discussed in conversation, and it was 
agreed to be quite impossible to support the resolution on the 
legislative council in its existing terms, without at least a protest. 
Peel made the following remark: ‘You have got another Ireland 
growing up in every colony you possess.’ 

A week later he was shocked by the death of Lady Canning. 

‘ Breakfast -with Gaskell ’ (March 23rd), ‘ and thence to Lady 
Canning’s funeral in Westminster Abbey. We were but 
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: My dear and noble mother was a woman of warm piety but 
broken health, and I was not directly instructed by her. But I 
was brought up to believe that Doyly and Mant’s Bible (then a 
standard book of the colour ruling in the church) was heretical, 
and that every Unitarian (I suppose also every heathen) must, as 
matter of course, be lost forever. This deplorable servitude of 
mind oppressed me in a greater or less degree for a number of 
years. As late as in the year (I think) 1S3G, one of my brothers 
married a beautiful and in every way charming person, who had 
been brought up in a family of the Unitarian profession, vet under 
a mother very sincerely religious. I went through much mental 
difficulty and distress at the time, as there had been no express 
renunciation [by her] of the ancestral creed, and I absurdly busied 
myself with devising this or that religious test as what if accepted 
might suffice. 1 

So, as will be seen, the first access of churchliko ideas to my 
mind by no means sufficed to oxpol my inherited and bigoted 
misconception, though in the event they did it as I hope 
effectively. But I long retained in my recollection an observation 
made to mo in (I think) the year 1820, hv Mrs. Benjamin Gaskell 
of Thornes, near Wakefield, a seed which was destined long to 
remain in my mind without germinating. I fell into religious 
conversation with this excellent woman, the mother of my Eton 
friend Gaskell, herself an Unitarian like her husband. She said 
to me, Surely wc cannot entertain a doubt as to the future 
condition of any per son truly united to Christ by faith and 
love, whatever may be the faults of his opinions. Here she 
supplied me with the key to the whole question. At this hour I 
feel grateful to her accordingly, for the scope of her remark is 
very undo ; and it is now my rule to remember her in prayer 
before the altar. 

There was nothing at Eton to subvert this frame of mind • for 
nothing was taught us either for it or against it. . But in the 
spring and summer of 1828, I set to work on Hooker’s Ecclesiastical 
Polity , and read it straight through. Intercourse with my older 
sister Anne had increased my mental interest in religion, and she, . 
though generally of evangelical sentiments, had an opinion that 

1 A little sheaf of curious letters on this family episode survives. 
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Rationalism, and to save his eyes, spins verse enough to c 
fill a decent volume of • a. hundred and fifty pages. He 
makes a circuit. of calls upon the tenants, taking a farming -■ 
lecture from one, praying by the sick-bed of another. 

' In November he was again in London to be sworn of 
the new parliament, and at the end of the month lfe had 
-for the first time an interview on business with the Duke of 
Wellington — of interest as the collocation of two famous 
names. c The immediate subject was the Cape of Good 
/Hope.- His reception of me was plain but kind. He came 
to. the door of his room. “Will you come in? How do you 
do ? I am glad to see you.” We spoke a little of the Cape. 
He said with regard to the war— and with sufficient modesty 
: — that he was pretty well aware of the operations that had 
-taken place in it, having been at the Cape, and being in - 
some degree able to judge of those matters. He said, - 
“ L suppose it is there as -everywhere else, as we had it last 
night about Ireland and the House of Lords. They won’t 
use the law, as it is in Canada, as it is in the West Indies. 
They excite insurrection everywhere (I, however, put in an 
apology for them in the West Indies), they want to 'play the 
part of opposition ; they are not a government, for they 
don’t maintain the law.” He appointed me to return to him 
to-morrow.’ 

The.result of the general election was a slight improve- 
ment in the position of the conservatives, but they still 
; mustered no more than 315. against 342 supporters of the 
ministry, including the radical and Irish groups. If Mel- 
bourne and Russell found their team delicate to drive, Peel’s 
. difficulties were hardly, less. Few people, he wrote at. this 
moment, can judge of the difficulty there has frequently 
been in maintaining harmony between the various branches 
of the conservative party. -The great majority in the Lords 
and the minority in the Commons consisted of_very different 
\ elements, :. they includedmen like Stanley and Graham, who 
, had been authors, and advocates- of parliamentary reform, 
and men who had; denounced . reform as treason to the 
constitution and ruin to the country; .- Even the animosities . . 
ol 1829 and patholic emancipation were, only half quenched . 
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manner James Hope, whom I had known but slightly at Eton or 
Oxford, made a carefully considered change of the same kind; 
which also became the occasion of a fast friendship. Both these 
intimacies led me forward; Hope especially had influence over 
me, move than I think any other person at any period of my life. 1 

When I was preparing in 1837-8 The State in its delations with the 
Church - , he took a warm interest in the work, which, during my 
absence on the continent, he corrected for the press. His attitude 
towards the work, however, included a desire that its propositions 
should be carried further. The temper of the times among young 
educated men was working in the same direction. I had no low 
churchmen among my near friends, except Walter Earquhar. 
Anstice, a great loss, died very early in his beautiful married life. 
While I was busy about my book, Hope made known to me 
Palmer’s work on the Church, which had just appeared. I read 
it with care and great interest. It took hold upon me ; and gave 
me at once the clear, definite, and strong conception of the church 
which, through all the storm and strain of a most critical period, 
has proved for me entirely adequate to every emergency, and 
saved me from all vacillation. I did not, however, love the 
extreme rigour of the book in 'its treatment of non-episcopal 
communions. It was not very long after this, I think in 1842, 
that I reduced into form my convictions on the large and im- 
portant range of subjects which recent controversy had brought 
into prominence. I conceive that in the main Palmer completed 
for me the work which inspection of the prayer-book had begun. 

Before referring further to my ‘redaction’ of opinions, I 
desire to say that at this moment I am as closely an adherent 
to the doctrines of grace generally, and to the general sense of 
Saint Augustine, as at the date from which this narrative set out. 

I hope that my mind has dropped nothing affirmative. But I 
hope also that there has been dropped from it all the damnatory 
part of the opinions taught by the evangelical school ; not only 
as regards the Roman catholic religion, but also as to heretics 
and heathens; nonconformists and presbyterians I think that I 
always let off pretty easily. ... 

i Marrying Walter Scott’s granddaughter (1847) he was named Hope- 
Scott after 1853. 
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could not vote for Molesworth; because lie thought him un- 
just; hut lie could not vote against him, because that would 
imply confidence in the Canadian policy of ministers: A cer- 
tain conservative contingent would not acquiesce in support 
of ministers against Molesworth, or in tamo resort to the 
previous question. Again, Peel felt or feigned an apprehen- 
sion that if by aggressive action they beat the government, 
a conservative ministry must come in, and ho did not 
think that such a ministry could last. Even at this risk, it 
became clear that the only wa} r of avoiding the difficulty 
was an amendment to Moleswortli’s motion from the official 
opposition. Mr. Gladstone spoke (Mar. 7), and was described 
as making his points with admirable precision and force, 
though ‘with something of a provincial manner, like the 
.rust to a piece of powerful steel machinery that has not 
worked into polish.’ The debate, on which such mighty 
issues were thought to hang, lasted a couple of nights 
with not more than moderate spirit. At the close the 
amendment was thrown out by a majority of twenty- 
nine for ministers. The general result was to moderate 
the impatience of the Carlton Club men, who wished to 
see their party in, on the one hand; and of the radical 
men, who did not object to having the wliigs out, on the 
other. It showed that neither administration nor opposi- 
tion was in a station of supreme command. 

in 

At the end of March Mr. Gladstone produced the strongest 
impression that he had yet made in parliament, and he now 
definitely took his place in the front rank. It was on the old 
embarrassment of slavery. 'Reports from the colonies showed 
that in some at least, and more particularly in J amaica, the 
■ apprenticeship system had led to harsher treatment of the 
negroes than under slavery. As it has been well put, the 
bad planters regarded their slave-apprentices as a bad 
farmer regards a farm near the end of- an -expiring term. 
In 1836 Buxton moved for a select committee to inquire into 
the working of .the system. ' Mr. Gladstone defended it, and 
he warned parliament against ‘incautious and precipitate 
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done a little earlier for France ; they had opened, broadened, 
o deepened the issues and meanings of European historv ; 
thej' had reminded us that, history is European; that 
it is quite unintelligible if treated as merely local. He 
would say, moreover, that thought should recognise 
thought and mind always welcome mind; and the Oxford 
men had at least brought argument, learning, and even 
philosophy of a sort, to break np the narrow and frigid 
conventions of reigning system in church and college, in 
pulpits and professorial chairs. They had made the church 
ashamed of the evil of her ways, they had determined that 
spirit of improvement from within ‘which, if this sect-ridden 
country is ever re all)* to be taught, must proceed pari pom* 
with assault from without .' 1 

One of the ablest of the Oxford writers talking of the 
non-jurors, remarks how ver\ f few of the movements that arc 
attended with a certain romance, and thus bins ns for a time 
in their favour, will stand full examination ; they so often 
reveal some gross offence against common sense . 2 Want of 
common sense is not the particular impression left by the 
Tractarians, after we have put aside the plausible dialectic 
and winning periods of the leader, and proceed to look at 
the effect, not on their general honesty but on their 
intellectual integrity, of their most, peculiar situation and 
the methods which they believed that situation to impose. 
Nobody will be so presumptuous or uncharitable as to deny 
that among tho divines of the Oxford movement were m<*n 
as pure in soul, as fervid lovers of truth, as this world ever 
possessed. On the other hand it would be nothing short <<f 
a miracle in human nature, if nil that dreadful tangle of 
economies and reserves, so largely practised and f»*r a I»ng 
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anticipation what was to be one of the most admirable traits 
in the mighty parliamentarian to whom it was written. ‘ It 
seems to me,’ says Stephen, ‘ that this part of your speech 
establishes nothing more than the fact that your opponents 
are capricious in the distribution of their s} r mpathy, 
which is, after all, a reproach and nothing more. Now, 
reproach is not only not your strength, but it is the very 
thing in the disuse of which your strength consists ; and 
indulging as I do the hope that you will one day occupy one 
of the foremost stations in the House of Commons, if not 
the first of all, I cannot help wishing that you may also 
be the founder of a more magnanimous system of parlia- 
mentary tactics than has ever yet been established, in which 
recrimination will be condemned as unbefitting wise men 
and good Christians.’ In an assembly for candid delibera- 
tion modified by party spirit, this is, I fear, almost as much a 
counsel of perfection as it would have been in a school of 
Roman gladiators, but at any rate it points the better way. 
The speech itself has a close, direct, sinewy quality, a com- 
plete freedom from anything vague or involved ; and shows 
for the first time a perfect mastery of the art of handling 
detail upon detail without an instant of tediousness, and 
holding the attention of listeners sustained and unbroken. 
It was a remonstrance against false allegations of the mis- 
behaviour of the planters since the emancipating act, but 
there is not a trace of backsliding upon the great issue. 
‘We joined in passing the measure: we declared a belief 
that slavery was an evil and demoralising state, and a desire 
to be relieved from it ; we accepted a price in composition 
for the loss which was expected to accrue.’ 

Neither now nor at any time did Mr. Gladstone set too 
low a value on that great dead-lift effort, not too familiar 
in history, to heave off a burden from the conscience of the 
nation, and setback the bounds of cruel wrong upon the earth. 
On the day after this performance, the entry in his diary 
is — ‘ In the morning my father was greatly overcome, and I 
could hardly speak to him. 'Now is the time to turn this 
attack into measures of benefit for the negroes.’ More than 
once in the course of the spring he showed how much in 
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priest-craft, and mariolatiy, was wrought to madness by a 
clergyman who should describe himself, as 6 diU R. H. 
Froude, as a catholic without the popoiy, and a church of 
England man without the protestantism. The plain man 
knew that he was not himself clever enough to form any 
distinct idea of viiat such talk meant. But then his help- 
lessness only deepened his conviction that the more distinct 
his idea might become, the more intense v T ould his aversion 
be, both to the thing meant and to the surpliced conjuror 
who, as he bitterly supposed, was by sophistic tricks tr 3 T ing 
hard to take him in. 

Other portents were at the same time beginning to 
disturb the world. The finds and the theories of geologists 
made men uncomfortable, and brought down sharp 
anathemas. Wider speculations on cosmic and creative 
law r came soon after, and found their w r ay into popular 
reading. 1 In prose literature, in subtler forms than the 
verse of Shelley, new' dissolving elements appeared that 
were destined to go far. Schleiermaclier, between 1820 
and 1830, opened the sluices of the theological deep, whether 
to deluge or to irrigate. In 1830 an alarming note was 
sounded in the publication by a learned clergyman of a 
history of the Jews. We have seen (p. 56) how Mr. 
Gladstone was horrified by it. Milman’s book was the 
beginning of a new rationalism wuthin the fold. A line of , 
thought was opened that seemed to make the history of 
religious ideas more interesting than their truth. The 
special claims of an accepted creed were shaken by 
disclosing an unmistakeable family likeness to creeds 
abhorred. A belief w r as deemed to be accounted for and its 
sanctity dissolved, by referring it historically to human 
origins, and showing it to be only one branch of a 
genealogical trunk. Historic explanation became a graver 
peril than direct attack. 


IV 

The first skirmish in a dire conflict that is not even now 
over or near its end happened in 1836. Lord Melbourne re- 
1 The Vestiges of Creation appeared in 1S44. 
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them on tlie question whether the clergyman should have 
his choice as to * admitting the children of dissenters without 
at once teaching them the catechism.’ How Mr. Gladstone 
went he does not say, nor does it matter. He was not yet 
thirty. He accepted his political toryism on authority and 
in good faith, and the same was true of his views on church 
policy. He could not foresee that it was to be in his own 
day of power that the cub should come out full grown lion. 

His work did not prevent him from mixing pretty freely 
with men in society, though he seems to have thought that 
little of what passed was worth transcribing, nor in truth 
had Mr. Gladstone ever much or any of the rare talent of 
the born diarist. Here are one or two miscellanea which 
.must be made to serve : 

April 25/38. — A long sitting and conversation with Mr. Rogers 
after the Milnes’ marriage breakfast. He spoke unfavourably of 
Bulwer; well of Milnes’ verses; said his father wished them not 
to be published, because such authorship and its repute would 
clash with the parliamentary career of his son. Mr. Rogers 
thought a great author would undoubtedly stand better in 
parliament from being such ; but that otherwise the additament 
of authorship, unless on germane subjects, would be a hindrance. 
He quoted Swift on women. . . . He has a good and tender opinion 
of them ; but went nearly the length of Maurice (when mentioned 
to him) that they had not that specific faculty of understanding 
which lies beneath the reason. Peel was odd, in the contrast of a 
familiar first address, with slackness of manner afterwards. The 
Duke of Wellington took th'e greatest interest in the poor around 
him at Strathfieldsay, had all of eloquence except the words, Mr. 
Rogers quoted a saying about Brougham that he was not so much 
a master of the language as mastered by it. I doubt very much 
the truth of this. Brougham’s management of his sentences, as I 
remember the late Lady Canning observing to me, is surely most 
wonderful. He never loses tlie thread, and yet he habitually 
twists it into a thousand varieties of intricate form. He said, when 
Stanley came out in public life, and at the age of thirty, he was 
by far the cleverest young man of the day ; and at sixty he would 
be the same, still by far the cleverest young man of the day. 
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of the da}' in the twin hemispheres of theology and church 
polity. 1 ISTewman applauded the book for its magnificence 
of design, and undoubtedly it covers much ground, including 
a still rejection of Locke’s theory of toleration, and the 
assertion of the strong doctrine that the Christian prince has 
a right by temporal penalties to protect the church from the 
gathering together of the froward and the insurrection of 
wicked doers. It has at least the merit, so far from universal 
in the polemics of that day, of clear language, definite proposi- 
tions, and formal arguments capable of being met by a down- 
right yes or no. 2 The question, however, that has often 
slumbered yet never dies, of the right relations between the 
Christian prince or state and the Christian church, was 
rapidly passing away from logicians. of the cloister. 

Note io page 107. 

‘ Ilcuvarden, Chester, November 9, 1S5G. — My Loiu> Bisnor, — Your lord- 
ship will probably be surprised at, receiving a letter from me, ns a stranger. 
The simple purpose of it is to discharge a debt of tho smallest possible 
importance to you, yet. due I think from me, by expressing the regret with 
which I now look back on my concurrence in a vote of the University of 
Oxford in the year ISSG, condemnatory of some of your lordship's publi- 
cations. I did not take actual part in the vote ; but upon reference to a 
journal kept, at the time, I find that my absence was owing to an accident. 

* For a good many years past I have found myself ill able to master books 
of an abstract character, ami I am far from pretending to be competent at 
this time to form a judgment on the merits of any propositions then at issue. 

I have learned, indeed, that many things which, in the forward precipitancy 
of my youth, I should have condemned, are either in reality sound, or lie 
within the just limits of such discussion as especially befits an University. 
But that which {after a delay, due, I third?, to tire cares and pressing occupa- 
tions of political life) brought back to my mind the injustice of which I had 
unconsciously been guilty in IS.'IG, was my being called upon, as a member 
of the Council of King’s College in Loudon, to concur in a measure similar 
in principle with respect to Mr. Maurice; that is to say, in a condemnation 
couched in general terms which did not really declare the. point of imputed 
guilt, and against which perfect innocence could have no defence. I misted 
to the hestof my power, though ineffectually, the grievous wrong done to 
Mr. Maurice, ami urged that the charges should be made distinct, that all 
the best means of investigation should be brought to bear on them, ample 
opportunity given for defence, and a reference then made, if needful, to the 
Iti‘>hop in his proper capacity. But the majority of laymen in tin* Council 
were inexorable. It was only, ns 1 have said, after mature reflection that I 
came to perceive the bearing of the ea«o on that of IS.'IG, mid torrid that by 
my re -i stance l had condemned myself. I then lamented veryFincerf ly that 
1 bed nut on that occasion, now so remote, felt ami acted in A differ' rit 
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in the H. of C. and aro gaining rapidly througliont the CIO 

country. ... I want to urgo you to look calmly before > L 1 

you, . . . and act now with a view to then. There is no 
height' to which you may not fairly rise in this country. 

If it pleases God to spare us violent convulsions and the 
loss of our liberties,, you may at a future day wield the 
whole government of this land; and if this should be so, of 
what extreme moment will your past steps then be to the 
real usefulness of your high station/ 
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-ments. The rooms in Hanover Square were crowded to 
^suffocation by intense audiences mainly composed of the 
.governing class. Princes of the blood were there., high 
prelates of the church, great nobles, leading statesmen, and 
a throng of members of the House of Commons, from both 
sides of it. The orator was seated, but now and again in the 
kindling excitement of his thought, he rose unconsciously to 
his feet, and by ringing phrase or ardent gesture roused a 
whirlwind of enthusiasm such that vehement bystanders 
assure us it could not be exceeded in the history of human 
eloquence . 1 In Chalmers’ fulminating energy, the mechani- 
cal polemics of an appropriation clause in a parliamentary 
bill assume a passionate and living air. He had warned his 
northern flock, * should the disaster ever befall us, of vulgar 
and upstart politicians becoming lords of the ascendant, and 
an infidel or demi-infidel government wielding the destinies 
of this -mighty empire, and should they be willing at the 
shrines of their own wretched partizanship to make sacri- 
fice of those great and hallowed institutions which were 
consecrated by our ancestors to the maintenance of religious 
truth and religious liberty, — should in particular the mon- 
strous proposition ever be' entertained to abridge the legal 
funds for the support of protestantism, — let us hope that ' 
there is still enough, not of fiery zeal, but of calm, resolute, 
enlightened principle in the land to resent the outrage — 
enough of energy and, reaction in the revolted sense of this 
great county to meet and overbear it.’ 

The impression made by all this on Mr. Gladstone he has 
himself described in an autobiographic note of 1897 : — 

The primary idea of my early politics was the church. With 
this was connected the idea of the establishment, as being every- 
thing except essential. When therefore Dr. Chalmers came to 
London to lecture on the principle of church establishments, I 
attended as a loyal hearer. I had a profound respect for the 
lecturer, with whom I had had the honour of a good deal of 
acquaintance during winter residences in Edinburgh, and some 
correspondence by letter. I was in my earlier twenties, and he 
1 Hanna’s Life of Ckalmvs, iv. pp. 37-40. 
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in the H. of C. and are gaining rapidly throughout the 
country. ... I want to urge you to look calmly before 
3*ou, . . . and act now with a view to then. There is no 
height to which you may not fairly rise in this country. 
If it pleases God to spare us violent convulsions and the 
loss of our 'liberties, you may at a future day wield the 
whole government of this land ; and if this should be so, of 
what extreme moment will your past steps then be to the 
real usefulness of your high station.' 
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whole man upon it. But unfortunately I do not believe he has ever 
' looked in the face the real doctrine of the visible church and the 
apostolical succession, or has any idea what is the matter at issue. 

Mr. Gladstone says he could not stand the -undisputed 
currency in conservative circles of a theory like this, and felt 
that the occasion ought to be seized for further entrenching 
the existing institution, strong as it seemed in fact, by more 
systematic defences in principle and theory. He sat down 
to the literary task with uncommon vigour and persistency. 
His object was not merely to show that the state has a 
conscience, for not even the newest of new Machiavellians 
denies that a state is hound by some moral obligations 
though in history and fact it is true that 

Eaith is sick, 

And Heaven is, weary, of the hollow words 
Which States and Kingdoms utter when they talk 
Of truth and justice . 1 

But the obligation of conscience upon a 'state was not Mr. 
Gladstone’s only point. His propositions , were, that the 
state is cognisant of the difference between religious truth 
and religious error ; that the propagation of this truth 'and 
the discouragement of this error are among the ends for 
which government exists ; that the English state did recog- 
nise as a fundamental duty to give an active and exclusive 
support to a certain religion ; and finally that the* condition 
of things resulting from the discharge of this duty was well 
worth preserving against encroachment, from whatever 
quarter encroachment might threaten. 

On July 23rd, the draft of his book was at last finished, 
and he dispatched it to James Hope for free criticism, 
suggestions, and revision. The ‘ physical state of the ms., 
as Mr. Gladstone calls it, seems to have been rather indefen- 
- sible, and his excuse for writing ‘irregularly and confusedly, 
considering the pressure of other engagements’ — an excuse 
somewhat too common with him — was not quite so valid as 
- he seems to have thought it. ‘The defects,’ writes Hope, 

‘ are such as must almost necessarily occur when a great 

1 Excursion, v. 
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Then by and by these familiar contests of ancient tradition, 
thus quickened in the eternal ebb and flow of human things 
into fresh vitality, were followed by a revival, with new 
artillery and larger strategy, of a standing war that is roughly 
described as the conflict between reason and faith, between 
science and revelation. The controversy of Laudian divines 
with puritans, of Hoadly with non-jurors, of Hanoverian 
divines with deists and free-thinkers, all may seem now to 
us narrow and dry when compared with such a drama, of so 
many interesting characters, strange evolutions; and multiple 
and startling climax, as gradually unfolded itself to Mr. 
Gladstone’s ardent and impassioned gaze. 

His is not one of the cases, like Pascal, or Baxter, or 
Kutherford, or a hundred others, where a man’s theological 
history is to the world, however it may seem to himself, the 
most important .aspect of his career or character. This is 
not the place for an exploration of Mr. Gladstone’s strictly 
theological history, nor is mine the hand by which such 
exploration could be attempted. In the sphere of dogmatic 
faith, apart from ecclesiastical politics and all the war of prin- 
ciples connected with such politics, Mr. Gladstone, by the 
time when he was thirty, had become a man of settled ques- 
tions. Nor was he for his own part, with a remarkable excep- 
tion in respect of one particular doctrine towards the end of 
his life, ever ready to re-open them. What is extraordinary 
in the career of this far-shining and dominant character of his 
age, is not a development of specific opinions on dogma, or 
discipline, or ordinance, on article or sacrament, but the fact 
that with a steadfast tread he marched along the high 
anglican road to the summits of that liberalism which it 
was- the original object of the new anglicans to assault and 
overthrow. 

The years from 1831 to 1840 Mr. Gladstone marked as an 
era of a marvellous uprising of religious energy throughout 
the land ; it saved the church, he says. Not only in Oxford 
but in England he declares that party spirit within the 
church had fallen to a low ebb. Coming hurricanes were not 
■ foreseen. In Lord Liverpool’s government patronage was 
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Christmas Eve, lie says, ‘ I found Gladstone in the t hr ong, 
' and 1 accosted him, as we had met, though we had never 
been introduced to each other. -We talked and walked 
together in St. Peter’s during the best part of an afternoon. 
He is both a clever and an amiable man. . . At Rome, 
as the state of his eye-sight forbade too close resort, to 
picture galleries and museums, he listened to .countless 
sermons, all carefully recorded in his diary. Dr. Wiseman 
gave him a lesson in the missal. On his birthday he went 
with Manning to hear mass with the pope’s choir, and they 
were placed on the bench behind the cardinals/ At St. 
Peter’s he recalled that there his first conception of the 
unity of the church had come into his mind, and the 
desire for its attainment — ‘ an object in every human sense 
hopeless, but not therefore the less to be desired, for the 
horizon of human hope is not that of divine power and 
wisdom. That idea has been upon the whole, I believe, the 
ruling one of my life during the period that has since 
elapsed.’ On January 19, he bade ‘a reluctant adieu to the 
mysterious city, whither he should repair who wishes to 
renew for a time the dream of life.’ 

A few years later Mr. Gladstone noted some differences 
between English and Italian preaching that are of interest : — 

The fundamental distinction between English and Italian 
preaching is, I think, this: the mind of the English preacher, 
or reader of sermons, however impressive, is fixed mainly upon 
his composition, that of the Italian on his hearers. The Italian 
is a man applying himself by his rational and persuasive organs 
to men, in order to move them ; the former is a man applying 
himself, with his best ability in many cases, to a fixed form of 
matter, in order to make it move those whom he addresses. The 
action in the one case is warm, living, direct, immediate, from 
heart to heart ; in the other it is transfused through a medium 
comparatively torpid. The first is surely far superior to the 
second in truth and reality. The preacher bears an awful message. 
Such messengers, if sent with authority, are too much identified 
•with, and possessed by, that which they carry, to view it 
objectively during its delivery, it absorbs their very being and 
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reforming — were among the things that helped most to pre- 
pare the way for the fall of the whigs and the conservative 
triumph of 1841. Within ten years from the death of 
Canning the church transfixed the attention of the politician. 
The Duke of Wellington was hardly a wizard in political 
foresight, but he had often a good soldier’s eye for things 
that stood straight up in front of him. ‘ The real question,’ 
said the duke in 1838, * that now divides the country and 
which truly divides the House of Commons, is church or no 
church. People talk of the war in Spain, and the Canada 
question. But all that is of little moment. The real question 
is church or no church.’ 

- The position of the tory party 'as seen by its powerful 
recruit' was, when he entered public life, a state of hopeless 
defeat and discomfiture. ‘But in my imagination,’ wrote 
Mr. Gladstone, * I cast over that party a prophetic mantle 
and' assigned to it a mission distinctly religious as the 
champion in the state field of that divine truth which it was 
the office of the . Christian ministry to uphold in the church. 
Neither then did I, nor now can I, see on what ground this 
inviolability could for a moment be maintained, except the 
belief that the state had such a mission.’ He soon dis- 
covered how hard it is to adjust to the many angles of an 
English political party the seamless mantle of 'ecclesiastical 
predominance. 

The changes in the political constitution in 1828, in 1829, 
and in 1832, carried with them a deliberate recognition 
that' the church was not the nation ; that it was not 
identical with’ the parliament who spoke for the nation ; 
that it had no longer a title to compose the governing 
order; and — a more startling disclosure still to the minds 
of churchmen — that laws affecting the church would hence- 
forth be made by men of all churches and creeds, or even 
men of none. This hateful circumstance it was that inevit- 
ably began in multitudes of devout and earnest minds to 
produce a revolution in their conception of a church, and a 
resurrection in curiously altered forms of that old ideal of 
Milton’s austere and lofty school — the ideal of a purely 
spiritual association that should leave each mnn’s soul 
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^ tend to show there is considerable soreness, at which, 
God knows, I am not surprised; but I have not sought 
nor desired it.’ The Germans on the whole approved. 
Bunsen was exuberant; there was nobody, he said, with 
whom lie so loved crvfi^iXocrocfieLv /cal <rv/x<f)L\oXoyeLv ; people 
have too much to do about themselves to have time to 
seek truth on its own account; the greater, therefore, the 
merit of the writer who forces his age to decide, whether 
they will serve God or Baal. Gladstone is the first man in' 
England as to intellectual power, he cried, andlie has heard 
higher tones than any one else in this land. The Crown 
Prince of Prussia sent him civil messages, and meant to 
have the book translated. Ttogers, the poet, wrote that his 
mother was descended from stout nonconformists, that his 
father was perverted to his mother’s heresies, and that 
therefore he himself could not be zealous in the cause; 
but, however that might be, of this Mr. Gladstone 'might 
be very sure, that he would love and admire the author 
of the book as much as ever. The Duke of Newcastle 
expected much satisfaction; meanwhile declared it to be 
a national duty to provide churches "and pastors ; parlia- 
ment should vote even millions and millions ; then dissent 
would uncommonly soon disappear, and a blessing would 
fall upon the land. Dr. Arnold told his friends how much 
he admired the spirit of the book throughout, how he 
liked the substance of half of it, how erroneous he thought 
the other half. Wordsworth pronounced it worthy of all 
attention, doubted whether the author had not gone too 
far about apostolical descent; but then, like the sage that 
he was, the poet admitted that he must know a great deal 
more ecclesiastical history, be better read in the Fathers, 
and read the .book itself over again, before he could feel 
any right to criticise . 1 

1 Carlyle wrote to Emerson (Feb. has contrived to insert a piece of you 
8 IS 39) : One of the strangest things (yzVs^^Oralion it must be) m a work of 
about these New England Orations his own on Church and State, which 
(Emerson’s) is a fact I have heard, makes some figure at present ! I 
but not yet seen, that a certain know him for a solid, serious silent- 
W Gladstone, an Oxfoid crack minded man ; but now with his 
scholar tory M.P., and devout Coleridge sliovel-hattism he has con- 
- churchman of great talent and hope, trived to relate himself to you, there 
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to some eager innovators, dogma and ceremony were to go, 
the fabrics to be turned into mechanics’ institutes, the clergy 
to lecture on botan} r and statistics. The reaction against 
this dusty dominion of secularity kindled new life in rival 
schools. They insisted that if society is to be improved and 
civilisation saved, it can only be through improvement in the 
character of man, and character is moulded and inspired by 
more things than are dreamed of by societies for useful 
knowledge. The building up of the inward man in all his 
parts, faculties, and aspirations, was seen to be, what in every 
age it is, the problem of problems. This thought turned 
the eyes of many — of Mr. Gladstone first among them — 
to the church, and stirred an endeavour to make out of 
the church what Coleridge describes as the sustaining, 
correcting, befriending opposite of the world, the compensat- 
ing counterforce to the inherent and inevitable defects of the 
state as a state. Such was the new movement of the time 
between 1835 and 1845. 

‘ It is surprising/ said Proudhon, the trenchant genius of 
French socialism in 1840 and onwards, ‘how at the bottom 
of our politics we always found theology.’ It is true at any 
rate that the association of political and social change with 
theological revolution was the most remarkable of all the 
influences in the first twenty years of Mr. Gladstone’s public 
life. Then rose once more into active prominence the 
supreme debate, often cutting deep into the labours of 
the modern statesman, always near to the heart of the 
speculations of the theologian, in many fields urgent in' 
its interest alike to ecclesiastic, historian and philosopher, 
the inquiry : what is a church ? This opened the sluices and 
let out the floods. What is the church of England ? To 
ask that question was to ask a hundred others. Creeds, 
dogmas, ordinances, hierarchy, parliamentary institution, 
judicial tribunals, historical tradition, the prayer-book, the 
> Bible — all these enormous topics sacred and profane, with 
all their countless ramifications, were rapidly swept into a 
tornadp of such controversy as had not been seen in England 
since the Revolution. Was the church a purely kin nan- 
creation. changing with time and circumstance, like all 
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Author and critic exchanged magnanimous letters worthy 
of two great and honourable men. 1 blot the least wonderful 
thing about Macaulay’s review is that he should not have 
seen how many of his own most trenchant considerations told 
no more strongly against- Mr. Gladstone’s theory, than- they 
told against that whig theory of establishment which at the 
end of his article he himself tried to set up in -its place. 

Praise indeed came, and praise that no good man could 
have treated with indifference, from men like Keble, and it 
came from other quarters whence it. was perhaps not quite 
so welcome, and not much more dangerous. He heard 
(March 19) that the Duke of Sussex, at Lord Durham’s, 
had been strongly condemning the book; and by an odd 
contrast just after, as he was standing in conversation with 
George Sinclair, O’Connell with evident purpose came up 
and began to thank him for a most valuable work ; for the ' 
doctrine of the authority of the church and infallibility in - 
essentials — a great approximation to the church of Home 
— an excellent sign in one who if he lived, etc. etc. 
It did not go far enough for the Roman catholic Arch- 
bishop of Tuam ; but Dr. Murray, the Archbishop of 
Dublin, was- delighted with it; he termed it an honest book, 
while as to the charges against romanism Mr. Gladstone 
was misinformed. ‘I merely said I was very glad to 
approximate to any one on the ground of truth ; i.e. rejoiced 
when truth immediately wrought out, in whatever degree, 
its own legitimate result of unity. ‘O’Connell said he 
claimed half of me. . . . Count „ Montalembert came to me 
to-day (March- 23rd), and sat long, for the purpose of 
ingenuously and kindly impugning certain statements in 
my book, viz. (1) That the peculiar tendency -of the policy 
of romanism before the- reformation went to limit in the 
mass of men intellectual exercise upon religion. (2) That 
the doctrine of purgatory adjourned until after death, more 
or less, the idea and practice of .the practical work of 
religion. (3) That the Roman catholic church restricts the 
reading of the scriptures by the Christian people. He 

1 The letters are given in full in Gleanings, vii. p. 10G. See also Tre- 
velyan’s Macaulay, chap. viiL 
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and of this immense mystery, of this saving agency, of this 
incommensurable spiritual force, the established church of <. 
England was the local presence and the organ. 

The noble restlessness of the jrrofounder and more j;>cno- 
trating minds was not satisfied, any more than Bossuet had 
been, to think of the church as only an element in a scheme 
of individual salvation. They sought in it the comprehen- 
sive solution of all the riddles of life and time. Newman 
drew in powerful outline the sublime and sombre anarchy of 
human histoiy. 

This is the enigma, this the solution in faith and spirit, 
in which Mr. Gladstone lived and moved. In him it gave 
to the energies of life their meaning, and to duty its 
foundation. "While poetic voices and the oracles of sages — 
Goethe, Scott, Wordsworth, Shelley, Bjwon, Coleridge — were 
drawing men one way or another, or else were leaving the 
void turbid and formless, lie in the midst of doubts, 
distractions, and fears, saw a steadfast light where the 
Oxford men saw it ; in that concrete representation of the 
unseen Power that, as he believed, had made and guides and 
rules the world, in that'Ckurch Catholic and Apostolic which 
alone would have the force and the stoutness necessary to 
serve for a breakwater against the deluge. Yet to under- 
stand Mr. Gladstone’s case, we have ever to remember that 
what is called the catholic revival was not in England that 
which the catholic counter-revolution had been on the 
continent of Europe, primarily a political movement. Its 
workings were inward, in the sphere of the mind, in thought 
and faith, in idealised associations of historic grandeur . 1 

ii 

The reader has already been told how at Rome and in 
Naples in 1832, Mr. Gladstone was suddenly arrested by the 
new idea of a church, interweaving with the whole of human 
life a pervading and equalised spirit of religion? Long years 
after, in an unfinished fragment, he began to trace the 
golden thread of his religious growth : — 

My environment in my childhood was strictly evangelical. 

1 On this, see Fairbairn’s Catholicism, Roman and Anglican, pp. 114-5. 
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lost ground, and of bringing back the nation to unity in her 
- communion. A notable projection from the ivory gate, 

£ Sed falsa ad coeluni mittunt insomnia manes / 1 

From these points of view the effort seems contemptible. But I 
think that there is more to be said. The land was overspread 
with a thick curtain of prejudice. The foundations of the historic 
church of England, except in the minds of a few divines, were 
obscured. The evangelical movement, with all its virtues and 
merits, had the vice of individualising religion in a degree perhaps 
unexampled, and of rendering the language of holy scripture 
about Mount Sion and the kingdom of heaven little better than a 
jargon. . . . To meet the demands of the coming time, it was a 
matter of vital necessity to cut a way through all this darkness 
to a clearer and more solid position. Immense progress has been 
made in that direction during my lifetime, and I am inclined 
to hope that my book imparted a certain amount of stimulus to 
the public mind, and made some small contribution to the needful 
process in its earliest stage. 

s In the early pages of this very book, Mr. Gladstone says, 
that the union of church and state is to the church of 
secondary though great importance; her foundations are 
on the holy hills and her condition would be no pitiable one, 
should she once more occupy the position that she held before 
the reign of Constantine . 2 Faint echo of the unforgotten 
lines in which Dante cries out to Constantine what woes his 
fatal dower to the papacy had brought down on religion and 
mankind . 3 In these sentences lay a germ that events were 
speedily to draw towards maturity, a foreshadowing of the 
supreme principle that neither Oxford nor any other place 
had yet taught him, ‘ the value of liberty as an essential 
condition of excellence in human things.’ 

This revelation only turned his zeal for religion as the para- 
mount issue of the time and of all times into another channel. 
Feeling the overwhelming strength of the tide that was run- 
ning against his view of what he counted vital aspects of the 

1 Atncid, vi. S96. But through tlie , “ Chapter i.p. o. ^ 

ivory gate the shades send to the Inferno, xjx., U«w. 

upper air apparitions that do but 
cheat ns. 


IIIS RELIGIOUS GROWTH 


161 


tlie standard divines of the English church were of great value. 
Hooker's exposition of the case of the church of England came 
to me as a mere abstraction: but I think that I found the 
doctrino of Baptismal Regeneration, theretofore abhorred, im- 
possible to reject, and the wav was thus opened for further 
changes. 

In like manner at Oxford, I do not doubt that in 1830 and 
1S31 the study of Bishop Butler laid the ground for new modes 
of thought in religion, but his teaching in the sermons on our 
moral nature was not integrated, so to speak, until several j r ears 
later by larger perusal of the works of Saint Augustine. I may, 
however, say that I was not of a mind ill disposed to submit to 
authority. 

The Oxford Movement, properly so called, began in the year 
1S33, but it had no direct effect upon me. I did not see the 
Tracts, and to this hour I have read but few of them. Indeed, my 
first impressions and emotions in connection with it were those of 
indignation at what I thought the rash intemperate censures 
pronounced by Mr. Ilurrcll Eroudo upon the reformers. My 
chief tie with Oxford was the close friendship I had formed in 
1830 with Walter Hamilton. 1 Ilis character always loving and 
loved had, not very greatly later, become deeply devout. But I 
do not think he at this time sympathised with Newman and his 
friends; and he had the good sense, in conjunction with Mr. Deni- 
son, afterwards bishop, to oppose the censure upon Dr. Hampden, 
to which I foolishly and ignorantly gave in, without, however, 
being an active or important participator. 

But the blow struck by the prayer-book in 1832 set my mind 
in motion, and that motion was never arrested. I found food for 
the new ideas and tendencies in various quarters, not least in the 
religious writings of Alexander Knox, all of which I perused. 
Moreover, I had an inclination to ecclesiastical conformity, and 
obedience as such, which led me to concur with some zeal in the 
plans of Bishop Blomfield. In the course of two or three years, 
Manning tui'ned from a strongly evangelical attitude to one as 
strongly anglican, and about the same time, converted his 
acquaintance with me into a close friendship. In the same 

1 Afterwards Bishop of Salisbury. 
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world, who resigned himself to politics, hut whose desire had been 
' for the ministry of God. The remains of this desire operated 
unfortunately. They made me tend to glorify in an extravagant 
manner and degree not only the religious character of the state, 
which in reality stood low, but also the religious mission of the 
conservative party. There was in my eyes a certain element of 
Antichrist in the Reform Act, and that act was cordially hated, 
though the leaders soon perceived that there would be no step 
backward. It was only under the second government of Sir 
Robert Peel that I learned how impotent and barren was the 
conservative office for the church, though that government was 
formed of men able, upright, and extremely well-disposed. It was 
well for me that the unfolding destiny carried mo off in a con- 
siderable degree from political oeclesiasticism of which I should 
at that time have made a sad mess. Providence directed that my 
mind should find its food in other pastures than those in which 
my youthfulness would have loved to seek it. I went beyond the 
general views of the tory party in state churchism, ... it was 
my opinion that as to religions other than those of the state, the 
state should tolerate only and not pay. So I was against salaries 
for prison chaplains not of the church, and I applied a logic 
plaster to all difficulties. ... So that Macaulay . . , was justified 
in treating me as belonging to the ultra section of the tories, had 
he limited himself to ecclesiastical questions. 

In 1840, when he received Manning’s imprimatur for 
Church Principles, he notes how hard the time and cir- 
cumstances were in which he had to steer his little bark. 
‘But the polestar is clear. Reflection shows me that a 
political position is mainly valuable as instrumental for the 
good of the church, and under this rule every question 
becomes one of detail only.’ By 1842 reflection had taken 
him a steji further : — 

I now approach the mezzo del camming my years glide away. 

It is time to look forward to the close, and I do look forward. 
My life ... has two prospective objects, for which I hope the 
performance of my present public duties may, if not qualify, yet 
extrinsically enable me. One, the adjustment of certain relations 
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The Tractarian movement, is by this time ono of 
the most familiar chapters in our history, and it has 
had singular good fortune in being told by three 
masters of the most winning, graphic and melodious 
English prose of the century to which the tale belongs . 1 
'Whether we call it by the ill name of Oxford counter- 
reformation or the friendlier name of catholic revival, it 
remains a striking landmark in the varied motions of 
English religious thought and feeling for the three-quarters 
of a century since the still unfinished journey first began. 
In its early stages, the movement was exclusively theological. 
Philanthropic reform still remained with the evangelical 
school that so powerfully helped to sweep awa} r the slave 
trade, cleansed the prisons, and aided in humanising the 
criminal law. It was they who £ helped to form a conscience, 
if not a heart, in the callous bosom of English politics/ 
while the very foremost of the Oxford divines was scouting 
the fine talk about black men, because they ‘ concentrated 
in themselves all the whiggery, dissent, cant and abomina- 
tion that had been ranged on their side .’ 2 Nor can we 
forget that Shaftesbury, the leader in that beneficent 
crusade of human mercy and national wisdom which ended 
in the deliverance of women and children in mines and 
factories, was also a leader of the evangelical party. 

The Tractarian movement, as all know, opened, among 
other sources, in antagonism to utilitarian liberalism. Yet 
J. S. Mill, the oracle of rationalistic liberalism in Oxford 
and other places in the following generation, had always 
much to say for the Tractarians. He used to tell us 
that the Oxford theologians had done for England some- 
thing like what Guizot, Villemain, Michelet, Cousin had 

1 The Apologia of its leader; but there is a pervading sense of 
Froude, Short Studies, vol. iv. ; and soundness about it which Newman, 
Dean Church’s Oxford Movement, great as he was, never inspired.’ 
1833-45, a truly fascinating book — * See Dr. Fairbairn’s Catholicism, 

called by Mr. Gladstone a great and Homan and Anglican, p. 292. Pusey 
’noble book. ‘It has all the delicacy,’ speaks of our ‘paying twenty millions 
Me says, ‘the insight into the human for a theory about slavery, ’ (Liddon, 
mind, heart, and character, which Life of Pusey, in. p. 172). , 

-were Newman’s great endowment ; 
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reader. Tlie strain of their position in all these respects 
made Newman and his allies no exemplary school. Their 
example has been, perhaps rightly, held to account for some- 
thing that was often under the evil name of sophistry 
suspected and .disliked in Mr. Gladstone himself, in his 
speeches, his writings, and even in his public acts. 

It is true that to the impartial eye Newman is no worse than 
teachers in antagonistic sects ; he is, for instance, no subtler 
than Maurice. The theologian who strove so hard in the 
name of anglican unity to develop all the catholic elements 
and hide out of sight all the calvinistic, was not driven to any 
hardier exploits of verbal legerdemain, than -the theologian 
who strove against all reason and clear thinking to devise 
common formulae that 'should embrace both .catholic and 
calvinistic explanations together, or indeed anything else 
that anybody might choose to bring to the transfusing 
alchemy of his rather smoky crucible. ' Nor was the third, 
and at that moment the strongest^ of the church parties at 
Oxford and in the country, well able to fling stones at the 
other two. What better right, it was asked, had low 
churchmen to shut their eyes to the language of rubrics, 
creeds, and offices/than the high churchmen had to twist 
the language of the articles ? 

. The confusion was grave and it was unfathomable. 
Newman fought a skilful and persistent fight against 
liberalism, as being nothing else than the egregious doctrine 
that there is no positive truth in religion, and that one 
creed is as good as another. Dr. Arnold, on the other hand, 
denounced Newmanism as idolatry ; declared that if you let ’ 
in the little finger of tradition, you would soon have in the 
whole monster, horns and tail and all ; and even complained 
of the English divines in general, with the noble exceptions 
of Butler and Hooker, that he found in them 'a want of 
believing or disbelieving anything because it was true or 
false, as if that were a question that never occui’red to 
them . 1 The plain man, who was but a poor master either 
of theology or of the history of the church of England, but 
who loved the prayer-book and hated confession, convents, 

1 Stanley’s Life of Arnold, ii. p. 50 nl 
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Be inspired -with the belief that life is a great and noble calling ; 
not a mean and grovelling thing that we are to shuffle through as 
we can, but an elevated and lofty destiny. — Gladstone . 1 

It is the business of biography to depict a physiognomy 
and not to analyse a type. In our case there is all the 
more reason to think of this, because t}>pe hardly applies to 
a figure like Mr. Gladstone’s, without any near or distant 
parallel, and composed of so many curious dualisms ‘and 
unforeseen affinities. Truly was it said of Ednelon, that half 
of him would be a great man, and would stand out more 
clearly as a great man than does the whole, because it would 
' be simpler. So of Mr. Gladstone. We are dazzled by the 
endless versatility of his mind and interests as man of 
action, scholar, and controversial athlete ; as legislator, 
administrator, leader of the people ; as the strongest of his 
time in the main branches of executive force, strongest in 
. persuasive force : supreme in the exacting details of national 
finance ; master of the parliamentary arts yet always living 
in the noble visions of the moral and spiritual idealist. 
This opulence, vivacity, profusion, and the promise of it all 
. in these days of early prime, made an awakening impression 
even on his foremost contemporaries. The impression might 
have been easier to reproduce, if he had been less infinitely 
mobile. ‘I cannot explain my own foundation,’ Eenelon 
said ; ‘ it escapes me ; it seems to change every hour.’ How 
are we to seek an answer to the same question in the history 
of Mr. Gladstone ? 

1 Hawarden Grammar School, Sept. 19, 1877. 
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commended for the chair of divinity at Oxford Dr. Hampden, 
a divine whose clumsy handling of nice themes had brought 
him, much against his intention, under suspicion of unsound 
doctrine, and who was destined eleven years later to find 
himself the centre of a still louder uproar. Evangelicals and 
Tractarians flew to arms, and the two hosts who were soon 
to draw their swords upon one another, now for the first 
time, if not the last, swarmed forth together side by side 

- against the heretic. What was rather an affront than a 
penalty was inflicted upon Hampden by a majority of some 
five to one of the masters of arts of the university, and in 
accord with that majority, as he has just told us, though he 
did not actually vote, was Mr. Gladstone. Twenty years 
after, when he had risen to be a shining light in the world’s 
firmament, he wrote to Hampden to express regret for the 
injustice of which in this instance ‘ the forward precipitancy 
of youth’ had made him guilty: 1 The case of Hampden 
gave a sharp actuality to the question of the relations of 
church . and crown. The particular quarrel was of secondary 

' importance, but it brought home to the high churchmen 
what might be expected in weightier matters than the 
affair of Dr. Hampden from whig ministers, and confirmed 
the horrible apprehension that whig ministers might possibly 
. have to fill all the regius chairs and all the sees for a whole 
generation to come. 

Hot less important than the theology of the Oxford 

- divines in its influence on Mr. Gladstone’s line of thought 
upon things ecclesiastical was the speculation of Coleridge 
on the teaching and polity of a national church. His fertile 

- book on Chwrch and State was given to the world in 1830, 

' four years before his death, and this and the ideas proceed- 

ing from it were the mainspring, if not of the theology of the 
movement, at least of Mr. Gladstone’s first marked contri- 
bution to the stirring controversies of the time. He has 
described the profound effect upon his mind of another book, 
the Treatise on the CJmrch of Christ, by William Palmer of 
Worcester College (1838), and to the end of his life it held 
its place in his mind among the most masterly performances 

1 The letter will he found at the end of the chapter. 
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Be inspired with the belief that life is a great and noble calling ; 
not a mean and grovelling thing that we are to shuffle through as 
we can, but an elevated and lofty destiny. — Gladstone . 1 

It is tlie business of biography to depict a physiognomy 
, and not to analyse a t} r pe. In our case there is all the 
more reason to think of this, because type hardly applies to 
a figure like Mr. Gladstone’s, without any near or distant 
parallel, and composed of so many curious dualisms and 
unforeseen affinities. Truly was it said of Eenelon, that half 
of him would be a great man, and would stand out more 
clearly as a great man than does the whole, because it would 
be simpler. So of Mr. Gladstone. We are dazzled by the 
endless versatility of his mind and interests as man of 
action, scholar, and controversial athlete ; as legislator, 
administrator, leader of the people ; as the strongest of his 
time in the main branches of executive force, strongest in 
. persuasive force ; supreme in the exacting details of national 
finance ; master of the parliamentary arts yet always living 
in the noble visions of the moral and spiritual idealist.. 
This opulence, vivacity, profusion, and the promise of it all 
. in these days of early prime, made an awakening impression 
even on his foremost contemporaries. The impression might 
have been easier to reproduce, if he had been less infinitely 
mobile. ‘I cannot explain my own foundation/ Fenelon 
said ; ‘ it escapes me ; it seems to change every hour.’ How 
are we to seek an answer to the same question in the history 
of Mr. Gladstone ? 

1 Hawarden Grammar School, Sept. 19, 1877. 
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(. 1S38-1S39 ) 

The union [with the State] is to the Church of secondary though 
great importance. Her foundations are on the holy hills. Her 
charter is legibly divine. She, if she should be excluded from the 
precinot of government, may still fulfil all her functions, and carry 
them out to perfection. Her condition would be anything rather 
than pitiable, should she once more occupy the position which she 
held before the reign of Constantine. But the State, in rejecting 
her, would actively violate its most solemn duty, and would, if the 
theory of the connection be sound, entail upon itself a curse''. — 

Gladstone (1838). 

According to Mr. Gladstone, a furore for cliureli establish- c tta 

ment came down upon tlie conservative squadrons between v 

1835 and 1838. He describes it as due especially to the ^ T - 
activity of tbe presbyterian established church of Scotland 
before the disruption/ and especially to the ‘ zealous and 
truly noble propagandism of Dr. Chalmers, a man with the 
energy of a giant and the simplicity of a child.' In 1837, 

Mr. Gladstone says in one of the many fragments written 
when in his later years he mused over the past, f Ave had a 
movement for fresh parliamentary grants to build churches 
in Scotland. The leaders did not seem much to like it, but 
had to folloAV. I remember dining at Sir R. Peel’s Avith the 
Scotch deputation. It included Collins, a church bookseller 
of note, Avho told me that no sermon ought ever to fall short 
of an hour, for in less time than that it was not possible to 
explain any text of the Holy Scripture.’ 

In the spring of 183S, the mighty Chalmers Avas persuaded 
to cross the border and deliver in London half a dozen dis- 
courses to vindicate the cause of ecclesiastical establish- 
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purpose, sprang liis leading and most effective 'qualities. 
He was never very ready to talk about himself, but when 
asked what he regarded as his master secret, he always said, 
‘ Concentration ’ Slackness of mind, vacuity of mind, the 
wheels of the mind revolving without biting the rails of the 
subject, were insupportable. Such habits were of the famil y 
of faintheartedness, which he abhorred. Steady practice 
of instant, fixed, effectual attention, was the key alike to his 
rapidity of apprehension and to his powerful memory. > In 
the orator’s temperament exertion is often followed by a 
reaction that looks like indolence. This was never so with 
him. By instinct, by nature, by constitution, he was a man 
of action in all the highest senses of a phrase too narrowly 
applied and too narrowly construed. The currents of 
daimonic energy seemed never to stop, the vivid suscepti- 
bility to impressions never to grow dull. ~ He was an 
idealist, yet alwaj’s applying ideals to their purposes in act. 
Toil was his native element ; and though he found himself 
possessed of many inborn gifts, he was never visited by the 
dream so fatal to many a well-laden argosy, that genius 
alone does all. There was nobody like him when it came 
to difficult business, for bending his whole strength to it, 
like a mighty archer stringing a stiff bow. 

Sir James Graham said of him in these years that Glad- 
stone could do in four hours what it took_any other man 
sixteen to do, and he worked sixteen hours a day. When I 
'came to know him long years after, he told me that he 
thought when in office in the times that our story is now 
approaching, fourteen hours were a common tale. Nor was 
it mere mechanic industry; it was hard labour, exact, 
strenuous, engrossing, rigorous. No Hohenzollern soldier 
held with sterner regularity to the duties of his post, h eed- 
less to add that he had a fierce regard for the sanctity of 
time, although in the calling of the politician it is harder 
than in any other to be quite sure when time is well spent, 
and when wasted. His supreme economy here, like many 
other virtues, carried its own defect, and coupled with his 
constitutional eagerness and his quick susceptibility, it Ted 
at all periods of his life to some hurry. The tumult of 
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near hi? sixties [lie was 58], with a high and merited fame for C 

eloquence and character. lie subscribed his letters to me v 

‘ respectfully ! (or ‘most- respectfully ’) yours, and puzzled me 
extremely in the effort to find out what suitable mode of subscrip- 
tion to use in return. Unfortunately the basis of In's lectures 
was totally unsound. Parliament as being Christian was bound 
to know and establish the truth. But not being made of thco- 
logians, it' could not follow the truth into its minuter shadings, 
and must proceed upon broad lines. Fortunately these lines were 
ready to hand. There was a religious system which, taken in the 
rough, was truth. This was known as protestantism : and to its 
varieties it was not tho business of the legislature to have regard. 

On the other side lay a system which, taken again in the rough, 
was not truth but error. This system was known as popery. 
Parliament therefore was bound to establish and endow some kind 
of protestantism, and not to establish or endow popery. 

In a letter to Maiming (May 14, 1S3S) be puts the case 
more bluntly : — 

Such a jumble of church, un-clmrch, and anti-church principles 
as that excellent and eloquent man Dr. Chalmers lias given us 
in his recent lectures, no human being ever beard, and it can only 
be compared to the state of things — 

Ante mare et terras et quod tegit omnia coilum . 1 

He thinks that the State has not cognisance of spirituals, 
except upon a broad' simple principle like that which separates 
popery from protestantism, namely that protestantism receives 
the word of God only, popery the word of God and the word of 
man alike — it is easy, he says, such being the alternatives, to 
judge which is preferable. He flogged the apostolical succession 
grievously, seven bishops sitting below him : London, Winchester, 
Chester, Oxford, Llandaff, Gloucester, Exeter, and the Duke of 
Cambridge incessantly bobbing assent ; but for fear we should be 
annoyed he then turned round on the cathedrals plan and flogged 
it with at least equal vigour. He has a mind keenly susceptible 
of what is beautiful, great, and good ; tenacious of an idea when 
once grasped, and with a singular power of concentrating the 
1 Ovid, Met. i. 5. — Chaos, before sea and land and all-covering skies. 



188 


CHARACTERISTICS 


in quietude or movement, always a man witli a purpose and 
^ never the loiterer or lounger, never apathetic, never a sufferer 
from that worst malady of the human soul— from clieerless- 
ness and cold. 

We need not take him through a phrenological table of 
elements, powers, faculties, leanings, and propensities. Very 
early, as wo shall soon see, Mr. Gladstone gave marked 
evidence of that sovereign quality of Courage which became 
one of the most signal of all his traits. He used to say that 
he had known three men in his time possessing in a supreme 
degree the virtue of parliamentary courage — Peel, Lord John 
Russell, and Disraeli. To some other contemporaries for 
whom courage might bo claimed, he stoutly denied it. No- 
body over dreamed of denying it to him, whether parlia- 
mentary courage or any other, in either its active or its 
passive shape, either in daring or in fortitude. He had even 
the courage to be prudent, just as he knew when it was 
prudent to be bold. He applied in public things the 
Spenserian line, ‘ JJc bold, be bold, and everywhere be bold / 
but neither did he forget the iron door with its admonition, 

‘ Be not too bold ’ The great Conde, when complimented on 
his courage, always said that he took good care never to call 
upon it unless the occasion were absolutely necessary. No 
more did Mr. Gladstone go out of his way to ' summon 
courage for its own sake, but only when spurred by duty; 
then lie knew no faltering. Capable of much circumspection, 
yet soon he became known for a man of lion heart. 

Nature had bestowed on him many towering gifts. 1 
Whether Humour was among them, his friends were wont 
to dispute. That he had a gaiety and sympathetic alacrity of 
mind that was near of kin to humour, nobody who luiew 
him would deny. Of playfulness his speeches give a thousand 
proofs ; of drollery and fun he had a ready sense, though it 
was not always easy to be quite sure beforehand what sort 
of jest would hit or miss. For irony, save in its lighter 
forms as weapon in debate, he had no marked taste or turn. 
But he delighted in good comedy, and he reproached me 
severely for caring less than one ought to do for the Merry 
Wives of Windsor. Had he Imagination? In its high 
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subject is bandied piecemeal and at intervals ; and I should C 
recommend, with a view to remedying them, that you pro- v_ 
cure tbe whole to be copied out in a good legible hand with A 
blank pages, and that you read it through in this shape once 
connectedly, with a view to the whole argument, and again 
with a view to examining the structure of each part.’ 1 Hope 
took as much trouble with the argument and structure of 
the book as if he were himself its author. For many weeks 
the fervid toil went on. 

The strain on his eyesight that had embarrassed Mr. 
Gladstone for several months now made abstinence from 
incessant reading and writing necessary, and he was ordered 
to travel. He first settled with his sister at Ems (August 
15th), whither the proofs of his book with Hope’s annota- 
tions followed, nor did he finalfy get rid of the burden until 
the middle of September. The tedium of life in hotels was 
almost worse than the tedium of revising proofs, and at Milan 
and Florence he was strongly tempted to return home, as 
- the benefit was problematical; it was even doubtful whether 
pictures were any less trying to his eyes than books. He 
made the acquaintance of one celebrated writer of the time. 

‘ I went to see Manzoni,’ he says, ‘ in his house some six or 
eight miles from Milan in 1838. He was a most interesting 
man, but was regarded, as I found, among the more fashion- 
able priests in Milan as a bacchettone [hypocrite]. In his 
own way he was, I think, a liberal and a nationalist, nor was 
the alliance of such politics with strong religious convictions 
uncommon among the more eminent Italians of those days.’ - 

October found him in Sicily, 2 where he travelled with Sir 
Stephen Glynne and his two sisters, and here we shall soon 
see that with one of these sisters a momentous thing came 
to pass. It was at Catania that he first heard of the publica- 
tion of his book. A month or more was passed in Rome in 
company with Manning, and together they visited Wiseman, 
Manning’s conversion still thirteen years off. Macaulay too, 
now eight-and-thirty, was at Rome that winter. £ On 

a Memoirs of J. i? Hope - Scott, account of their ascent of Mount 
i. p. 1507 where an adequate portion Etna, nhich lias since found a place 
of tlie correspondence is to be found, m Murray’s handbook for Sicily. 

- He wrote an extremely giaplnc 
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superadded ungrudging labour. Later in life he proffered to 
J a correspondent a set of suggestions on the art of speaking: — 

1. Study plainness of language, .always preferring the simpler 
word. 2. Shortness of sentences. 3. Distinctness of articulation. 
4. Test and question, your own arguments beforehand, not wait- 
ing for critic or opponent. 5. Seek a thorough digestion of, and 
familiarity with, your subject, and rely mainly on these to prompt 
the jjroper words. G. Remember that if you are to sway an 
audience you must besides thinking out your matter, watch them 
all along. — (March 20, 1875.) 

Tlic first and second of tlieso rules hardly fit his own style. 
Yet he had seriously studied from early days the devices of a 
speaker’s training. I find copied into a little note-book many 
of the precepts and maxims of Quintilian on ’the making of 
an orator. So too from Cicero’s De Orolore, including the 
words put into the mouth of Catulus, that nobody can attain . 
the glory of eloquence without the height of zeal and toil and 
knowledge. 1 Zeal and toil and knowledge, working with an 
inborn faculty of powerful expression — here was the double - 
clue. He never forgot the Ciceronian truth that the orator is 
not made by the tongue alone, as if it were a sword sharpened 
on a whetstone or hammered on an anvil; but by having 
a mind well filled with a free supply of high and various 
matter. 2 His eloquence was ‘inextricably mixed up with 
practice.’ An old • whig listening to one of his budget 
speeches, said with a touch of bitterness, * Ah, Oxford on the 
surface, but Liverpool below.’ Ho bad combination. He 
once had a lesson from Sir Robert Peel. Mr. Gladstone, 
being about to reply in debate, turned to his chief and 
said : ‘ Shall I be short and concise? ’ ‘Ho,’ was the answer, 

‘be long and diffuse. It is all important in the House 
of Commons to state your case in many different ways, so as 
to produce an effect on men of many ways of thinking.’ 

In discussing Macaulay, Sir Francis Baring, an able and 
unbiassed judge, advised a junior (1860) about patterns for 

1 Book ii. § 89, 363. maximarum rerum et plurimarum 

2 Non enim solum acuenda nobis suavitate, copia, varietate. Cicero, 
neque procudenda lingua est, sed De Oral., iii. § 30. 

onerandum complendumque pectus ' ' 
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all its energies, they arc their message, and the}’’ see nothing 
extrinsic to themselves except those to whose hearts the} 7 desire 
to bring it. In truth, what we want is the following of nature, 
and her genial development. (March 20. Palm Sunday, ’42). 

II 

It was the end of January (1S39) before Mr. Gladstone 
arrived in London, and by that time Ids work had been out 
for six or seven weeks. 1 On his return we may be sure that 
his book and its fortunes were the young author’s most 
lively interest. Church authorities and the clergy gene- 
rally, so far as he could learn, approved, many of them very 
warmly. The Bishop of London wrote this, and the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbuiy said it. It is easy to understand 
with what interest and delight the average churchman 
'would welcome so serious a contribution to the good cause, 
so bold an effort by so skilled a hand, by lessons from 
history, by general principles of national probity and a 
national religion, and by well-digested materials gathered, 
as Hooker gathered his, ‘from the characteristic circum- 
stances of the time,’ to support the case for ecclesiastical 
privilege. Anglicans of the better sort had their intellec- 
tual self-respect restored in Mr. Gladstone’s book, by finding 
that they need no longer subsist on the dregs of Eldonian 
prejudice, but could sustain themselves in intellectual 
dignity and affluence by large thoughts and sonorous 
phrases upon the nature of human society as a grand 
whole. 2 Even unconvinced whigs who quarrelled with the 
arguments, admitted that the tories had found in the 
young member for Newark a well-read scholar, with extra- 
ordinary amplitude of mind, a man who knew what reasoning 
meant, and a man who knew how to write. 

The first chapter dealing with establishment drew forth 
premature praise from many who condemned the succeed- 
ing chapters setting out high notions as to the church. 
From both universities he had favourable accounts. ‘ From 
Scotland they are mixed; those which are most definite 

1 Of the first edition some JoOO or 2 Memoirs of J. li. Hope-Scott, i. 
1750 copies were sold. p. 172. 
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him ? ’ Lord Coleridge inquired of Mr. Gladstone whether he 
ever felt nervous in public speaking: * In opening & subject 
often,’ Mr. Gladstone answered, ‘ in reply never.’ Yet with 
this inborn readiness for combat, nobody was less addicted to 
aggression or provocation. It was with him a salutary maxim 
that, if you have unpalatable opinions to declare, you should 
not make them more unpalatable by the wiry of expressing 
them. In his earlier years he did not often speak with 
passion. ‘ This morning,’ a famous divine once said, ‘ I 
preached a sermon all flames.’ Mr. Gladstone sometimes 
made speeches of that cast, but not frequently, I think, until 
the seventies. Meanwhile he impressed the House by his 
nobility, his sincerity, his simplicity ; for there is plenty of 
evidence besides Mr. Gladstone’s case, that simplicity of 
character is no hindrance to subtlety of intellect. 

Contemporaries in these opening years describe his parlia- 
mentary manners as much in his favour. His countenance, 
they say, is mild and pleasant, and has a high intellectual 
expression. His eyes are clear and quick. His eyebrows arc 
dark and rather prominent. There is not a dandy in the 
House but envies his fine head of jet-black hair. Mr. Glad- 
stone’s gesture is varied, but not violent. When ho rises, ho 
generally puts both his hands behind his back, and having 
there suffered them to embrace each other for a short time, he 


unclasps them, and allows them to drop on either side. They 
arc not. permitted to remain long in that locality beforo you 
see them again closed together, and hanging down before 
him. 1 Other critics say that his air and voice are too abstract, 


and ‘you catch the sound as though he were communing 
with himself It is as though you saw a bright picture 
through a filmy veil. His countenance, without being 
strict! v handsome, is hicrhlv intellectual. His pale com- 
plexion, slightly tinged with olive, and dark hair, cut rattier 
close to his head, with an eye of remarkable depth, still more 
impress you with the abstracted character of his disposition. 
Tito expression of Ins fact* would be sombre wore it no? lor 
the striking eye, which ha> it remarkable fascination, HL 
triumphs as n debater are achieved too by the aid o} the 
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His political leaders had as yet not spoken a word. On CH 

February 9th, Mr. Gladstone dined at Sir Robert Peel’s. « 

‘Not a word from him, Stanley, or Graham yet, even to yET 
acknowledge my poor book; but no change in manner, 
certainly none in Peel or Graham.’ Monckton Millies had 
been to Drayton, and told how the great man there had asked 
impatiently why anybody with so fine a career before him 
should go out of his wa}*- to write books. ‘ Sir Robert Peel,’ 
says Mr. Gladstone, ' who was a religious man, was wholly 
anti-church and unclerical, and largely undogmatic. I fee 1 
that Sir R. Peel must have been quite perplexed in his 
treatment of me after the publication of the book, partly 
through his own fault, for by habit and education he was 
quite incapable' of comprehending the movement in the 
church, the strength it would reach, and the exigencies it 
would entail. Lord Derby, I think, early began to escape 
from the erastian yoke which weighed upon Peel. Lord 
Aberdeen was, I should say, - altogether enlightened in 
regard to it and had cast it off : so that he obtained from 
some the sobriquet (during his ministry) of “ the presby- 
terian Puseyite.” ’ -Even Mr. Gladstone’s best friends 
trembled for the effect of his ecclesiastical zeal upon his 
powers of political usefulness, and to the. same effect was 
the general talk of the town. - The common suspicion that 
the writer was doing the work 'of the hated Puseyites grew 
darker and spread further. Then in April came Macaulay’s 
article in the Edinburgh, setting out with his own in- 
comparable directness^ pungency, and effect, all the argu- 
ments on the side of that popular antagonism which was 
rooted far less in specific reasoning than in a general anti- 
sacerdotal instinct that lies deep in the hearts of English- ' 
men. John Sterling called the famous article the assault 
of an equipped and practised sophist against a crude young 
platonist, who happens by accident to have been taught the 
hard and broken dialect of Aristotle rather than the deep, - 
continuous, and musical flow of his true and ultimate master. 

is tlie mystery. True men of all < There is more than one reference 
creeds, it would seem, are brothers, to Emerson in Mr. Gladstone’s book, 

— Corresponclnce of Carlyle and Emer- c.g. i. pp. 25, 130. 
son, i. p. 217. 
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transactions ofiall others the most apt to produce irritation 

not an accent of impatience or dispute escapes him, though 
the guarded firmness of his language marks the steadfast 
self-control. We may say of Mr. Gladstone that nobody ever 
had less to repent of from that worst waste in human life 
that comes of unkindness. Kingsley noticed, with some 
wonder, how he never allowed the magnitude and multiplicity 
of his labours to excuse him from an} 7, of the minor charities 
and courtesies of life. 

Active hatred of cruelty, injustice, and oppression is perhaps 
the main difference between a good man and a bad one ; and 
here Mr. Gladstone was sublime. Yet though anger burned 
fiercely in him oyer wrong, nobody was more chary of passing 
moral censures. What he said of himself in 1842, when he 
was three and thirty, held good to the end : — 

Nothing grows upon me so much with lengthening life as the 
sense of the difficulties, or rather the impossibilities, with which we 
are beset whenever we attempt to take to ourselves the functions 
of the Eternal Judge (except in reference to ourselves where judg- 
ment is committed to us), and to form any accurate idea of relative 
merit and demerit, good and evil, in actions. The shades of the 
rainbow are not so nice, .and the sands of the sea-shore are not 
such a multitude, as are all the subtle, shifting, blending forms of 
thought and of circumstances that go to determine the character 
of us and of our acts. But there is One that seeth plainly and 
judgeth righteously. 

This was only one side of Mr. Gladstone’s many silences. 
To talk of the silences of the most copious and incessant 
speaker and writer of liis time may seem a paradox. Yet in 
this fluent orator, this untiring penman, this eager and most 
sociable talker at the dinner-table or on friendly walks, was a 
singular faculty of self-containment and reserve. Quick to 
notice, as he was, and acutely observant of much that might 
have been expected to escajie him, he still kept as much 
locked up within as he so liberally gave out. Bulwer By t ton 
was at one time, as is well known, addicted to the study of 
modi; aval magic, occult power, and the conjunctions of the 
heavenly bodies ; and among other figures ho o no day 
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spoke of tlie evils ; I contended we had a balance of good, ch 

and that the idea of duty in individuals was more developed v ] 

here than in pure Roman catholic countries.’ 

All was of no avail. 1 Scarcely had my work issued from 
the press,’ ““wrote Mr. Gladstone thirty years later, ‘ when I 
became aware that there was no party, no section of a party, 
no individual person probably, in the House of Commons, 
who was prepared to act upon it. I found myself the last 
man on a sinking ship.’ Exclusive support to the established 
religion of the country had been the rule ; ‘ but when I bade 
it live, it was just about to die. It was really a quickened, 
not a deadened conscience, in the country, that insisted 
on enlarging the circle of state support.’ 1 The result was 
not wholly unexpected, for in the summer of 1838 while 
actually writing the book, he records that lie * told Pusey for 
himself alone, I thought my own church and state principles 
within one stage of being hopeless as regards success in 
this generation.’ 

Another set of fragmentary notes, composed in 1894, and 
headed ‘Some of my Errors,’ contains a further passage 
that points in a significant direction : — 

Oxford had not taught me, nor had any other place or person, 
the value of liberty as an essential condition of excellence in 
human things. True, Oxford had supplied me with the means of 
applying a remedy to'this.mischief, for she had undoubtedly infused 
into my mind the love of - truth as a dominant and supreme 
motive of conduct. But this it took long to develop into its 
proper place and function. It may, perhaps, be thought that 
among these errors I ought to record the publication in 1838 of my 
first work, The State in its Relation with the Church. Undoubtedly 
that work was written in total disregard or rather ignorance of 
the conditions under which alone political action was possible in 
matters of religion. It involved me personally in a good deal of 
embarrassment. ... In the sanguine fervour of youth, having 
now learned something about the nature of the church and its 
office, and noting the many symptoms of revival and reform 
within her borders, I dreamed that she was capable of recovering 
1 Chapter of Axxtohiograpliy, 1868. — Gleanings , vii. p. 115. 
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secular tilings, lie never lost tlie breath of what was to him 
a diviner aether. Habitually he strove for the lofty uplands 
where political and moral ideas meet. Even in those days lie 
struck all who came into contact with him by a goodness and 
elevation that matched the activity and. power of liis mind. 
His political career might seem doubtful, but there was no 
doubt about the man. One of the most interesting of his 
notes about his own growth is this • — 

There was a singular slowness in the development of my mind, 
so far as regarded its opening into the ordinary aptitudes of the 
man of the Avorld. For years and years well into advanced middle 
life, I seem to have considered actions simply as they were in 
themselves, and did not take into account the way in which they 
avou Id be taken and understood by others. I "did not perceive 
that their natural or probable effect upon minds other than my 
own formed part of the considerations determining the propriety 
of each act in itself, and not unfrequently, at any rate in public 
life, supplied the decisive criterion to determine what ought and 
what ought not to be done. In truth the dominant tendencies of 
my mind were those of a recluse, and I might, in most respects 
with ease, have -accommodated myself to the education of the 
cloister. All the mental apparatus requisite to constitute the 
‘public man’ had to be purchased by a slow experience and 
inserted piecemeal into the composition of my character. 

Lord. Malmesbury describes himself in 1844 as curious to 
see Mr. Gladstone, ‘ for -he is a man much spoken of as one 
who will come to the front/ , He was greatly disappointed 
at his personal appearance, ‘ which is that of a Koman catholic 
ecclesiastic, but he is very agreeable/ 1 Few men can have 
been more perplexed, and few perhaps more perplexing, as 
the social drama of the capital was in time unfolded to his 
gaze. There he beheld the glitter of rank and station, and 
palaces, and men and women bearing famous names ; 
worlds within worlds, high diplomatic figures, the partisan 
leaders, the constant stream of agitated rumours about 
weighty affairs in England and Europe : the keen play of 
ambition, passions, interests, under easy manners and fugitive 
3 Malmesbury, Memoirs of an Ex-Minister, i. p- 155, 
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church as a national institution, lio next flew to the new task 
of working out tho doctrinal mysteries that this institution 
embodied, and with Mr. Gladstone to work out a thing in his 
own mind always meant to expound and fo enforce for tho 
minds of others. His pen was to him at once as sword and 
as buckler: and wliilo tho book on Church, a ml State, though 
exciting lively interest, was evidently destined to make no 
converts in theory and to be pretty promptly cast aside 
in practice, he soon set about a second work on Chvrch 
Principles. If is true that with the tenacious instinct of a 
born controversialist, he still gave a good deal of time to 
constructing buttresses for the weaker places that had been 
discovered by enemies or by himself in the earlier edifice, 
and in 184-1 he published a revised version of Church and 
State. 1 But ecclesiastical discussion was by then taking a 
new shape, and the fourth edition fell flat. Of Church 
Principles, we may say that it was stillborn. Lockhart said 
of it, that though a hazy writer, Gladstone showed himself a 
considerable divine, and it was a pity that he had entered 
parliament instead of taking orders. The divinity, however, 
did not attract. The public arc never very willing to listen 
to a political layman discussing the arcana of theology, and 
least of all were they inclined to listen to him about the 
new-found arcana of anglo-catholic theology. As Macaulay 
said, this time it was a theological treatise, not an essay 
upon important questions of government; and the intrepid 
reviewer rightly sought a more fitting subject for his 
magician’s gifts in the dramatists of the Restoration. 
Newman said of it, ‘ Gladstone's book is not open to the 
objections I feared; it is doctrinaire, and (I think) somewhat 
self-confident; but it will do good.’ 

hi 

A few sentences more will set before us the earliest of his 
transitions, and its gradual dates. He is writing about the 
first election at Newark : — 

It was a curious piece of experience to a youth in his twenty- 
third year, young of his age, who had seen little or nothing of the 

1 It was translated into German and published, with a preface by Tholuck, 
in 1843. 
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the imperious nature of the subjects, their weight and force, 
demanding the entire strength of a man and all his faculties, leave 
him no residue, at least for the time, to apply to self-regard • no 
more than there is for a swimmer swimming for his life. He must, 
too, in retrospect feel himself to be so very small in comparison 
with the themes and the interests of which he has to treat. It is 
a further advantage if his occupation be not mere debate, but 
debate ending in work. For in this way, whether the work be 
legislative or administrative, it is continually tested by results, 
and he is enabled to strip away his extravagant anticipations, his 
fallacious conceptions, to perceive his mistakes, and to reduce his 
estimates to the reality. No politician has any excuse for being 
vain. 

Like the stoic emperor, Mr. Gladstone had in his heart the 
feeling that the man is a runaway who deserts the exercise 
of civil reason. 


rv 

All his activities were in his own mind one. This, we can 
hardly repeat too often, is the fundamental fact of Mr. Glad- 
stone’s history. Political life was only part of his religious 
life. It was religion that prompted his literary life. It was 
religious motive that, through a thousand avenues and 
channels stirred him and guided him in his whole conception 
of active social duty, including one pitiful field of which I 
may say something later. The liberalism of the continent at 
this epoch was in its essence either hostile to Christianity or 
else it was indifferent ; and when men like Lamennais tried 
to play at the same time the double part of tribune of the 
people and catholic theocrat, they failed. The old world 
of pope and priest and socialist and red cap of liberty fought 
on as before. In England, too, the most that can be said of 
the leading breed of the political reformers of that half 
century, with one or two most notable exceptions, is that 
they were theists, and not all of them were even so much as 
theists . 1 If liberalism had continued to run in the grooves 
cut by Bentham, J ames Mill, Grote, and the rest, Mr. Glad- 

1 The noble anti-slavery movement directly connected ■with evangeli- 
must be excepted, for it was very calism. 
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of the church to the state. Not that I think the action of the CJ] 

latter can he harmonised to the laws of the former. Yfe have , 

passed the point at which that was possible. . . . Ihit it would he 
much if (lie state would honestly aim at enabling the church to 
develop her own intrinsic means. To this I look. The second is, 
unfolding the catholic system within hor in some establishment 
or machinery looking both towards the higher life, and towards 
the external warfare against ignorance and depravity. 

In the autumn of 1843, Mr. Gladstone explains to his 
father the relative positions of secular and church affairs in 
his mind, and this is only a few months after what to most 
men is the absorbing moment, of accession to cabinet, and its 
responsibilities. f I contemplate secular affairs,’ lie says, 
‘cbiefly as a means of being useful in church affairs, though 
T likewise think it right and prudent not to meddlo in 
church matters for any small reason. I am not making 
known anything new to you. . . . These were the senti- 
ments with which I entered public life, and although I do 
not at all repent of [haying entered it, and] am not disap- 
pointed in the character of the employments it affords, 
certainly tho experience of them in no way and at no time 
has weakened my original impressions.' At the end of 184-3 
he reached what looked like a final stage : — 

Of public life. I certainly must say, every year shows me more 
and more that the idea of Christian politics cannot be realised in 
the state according to its present conditions of existence. For 
purposes sufficient, I believe, but partial and finite, T am more, 
than content to be where I am. But the perfect freedom of the 
new covenant can only, it seems to me, be breathed in other air ; 
and the day may come when God may grant to me the application 
of this conviction to myself. 
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plored areas— -intellectual curiosity in a word— Oxford liad done 
none of all this for him. In every field of thought and fife he 
started from the principle of authority ; it fitted in with ins 
reverential instincts; his temperament, above all, his education. 

The lifelong enthusiasm for Dante should on no account 
in this place be left out. In Mr. Gladstone it was some- 
thing very different from casual dilettantism or the accident 
of a scholar’s taste. He was always alive to the grandeur 
of Goethes words ,- In Gctnzen, Guien, Schonen, resolut 
I zu leben, * In wholeness, goodness, beauty, strenuously to 
live.’ But it was in Dante — active politician and t hink er 
as well as poet — that he found this unity of thought and 
coherence of life, not only illuminated by a sublime 
imagination, but directly associated with theology, philo- 
sophy, politics, histoiy, sentiment, duty. Here are all the 
elements and interests that lie about the roots of the 
life of a man, and of the general civilisation of the world. 
This ever memorable picture of the mind and heart of 
Europe in the great centuries of the catholic age, — making 
heaven the home of the human soul, presenting the natural 
purposes of mankind in their universality of good and 
evil, exalted and mean, piteous and hateful, tragedy and 
farce, all commingled as a living whole; — was exactly fitted 
to the quality of a genius so rich and powerful as Mr. 
Gladstone’s in the range of its spiritual intuitions and in 
its masculine grasp of all the complex truths of mortal 
nature. So true and real a book is it, he once said, — such a 
record of practical humanity and of the discipline of the 
soul amidst its wonderful poetical intensity and imaginative 
power. In him this meant no spurious revivalism, no 
flimsy and fantastic affectation. It was the real and 
energetic discovery in the vivid conception and commanding 
structure of Dante, of a light, a refuge, and an inspiration in 
the labours of the actual world. ‘ T ou have been good 
enough,’ he once wrote to an Italian correspondent (1S83), 

* to call that supreme poet “ a solemn master ” for me. These 
are not empty words. The reading of Dante is not merely 
a pleasure, a tour de force, or a lesson ; it is a vigorous dis- 
cipline for the heart, the intellect, the whole man. In the 
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of the church to the state. Not that I think the action of the 
latter can he harmonised to the laws of the former. ~W e have 

passed the point at which that was possible. . . . But it would be 

much if the state would honestly aim at enabling .the church to 
develop her own intrinsic means. To this I look. The second is, 
unfol din g the catholic system within her in some establishment 
or machinery looking both towards the higher life, and towards 
the external warfare against ignorance and depravity. 

In tlie autumn of 1843, Mr. Gladstone explains to bis 
father the relative positions of secular and church affairs in 
his mind, and this is only a few months after what to most 
men is the absorbing moment of accession to cabinet and its 
responsibilities. ‘I contemplate secular affairs/ he says, 

* chiefly as a means of being useful in church affairs, though 
I likewise think it right and prudent not to meddle in 
church matters for' any small reason. I am not making 
known anything new to you. . . . These were the senti- 
ments with which I entered public life, and although I do 
not at all repent of [having entered it, and] am not disap- 
pointed in the character of the employments it affords, 
certainly the experience of them in no way and at no time - 
has weakened my original impressions.’ At the end of 1843 
he reached what looked like a final stasre : — 

Of public life, I certainly must say, every year shows me more 
and more that the idea of Christian politics cannot be realised in 
the state according to its present conditions of existence. For 
purposes sufficient, I believe, but partial and finite, I am more, 
than content to be where I am. But the perfect freedom of the 
new covenant can only, it seems to me, be .breathed in other air; 

and the day may come when God may grant to me the application 
of this conviction to myself. ~ ' 
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was never an c equalitarian,’ bub tbe passion for simplicity be 
' had simpbcity in life, manners, feeling, conduct, tbe rela- 
tions of men to men ; disbke of luxury and profusion and 
all tbe fabric of artificial and factitious needs. It may well 
be that be went no further for all this than tbe Sermon on 
tbe Mount, where so many secret elements of social volcano 
slumber. However we may choose to trace tbe sources and 
relations of Mr. Gladstone’s general ideas upon tbe political 
problems of bis time, what be said of himself in tbe evening 
of bis day was at least true of its dawn and noon. ‘ I am 
for old customs and traditions,’ be wrote, ‘against needless 
change. I am for tbe individual as against tbe state. ' I am 
for the family and tbe stable family as against tbe state.’ 
He must have been in eager sympathy with Wordsworth’s 
line taken from old Spenser in these very days, ‘ Perilous is 
sweeping change, all chance unsound.’ 1 Finally and above 
all, be stopd firm in ‘ tbe old Christian faith.’ Life was to 
him in all its aspects an application of Christian teaching 
and example. If we bke to put it so, be was steadfast for 
making politics more human, and no branch of civilised fife 
needs humanising more. 

Here we touch tbe question of questions. At nearly every 
page of Mr. Gladstone’s active career tbe vital problem stares 
us in tbe face, of tbe correspondence between tbe rule of 
private morals and of public. Is the rule one and tbe same 
for individual and for state ? From these early years onwards, 
Mr. Gladstone’s whole language and tbe moods that it re- 
produces, — bis vivid denunciations, bis sanguine expectations, 
bis rolling epithets, bis aspects and appeals and points of 
view, — all take for granted that right and wrong depend on 
tbe same set of maxims in public life and private. The 
puzzle will often greet us, and here it is enough to glance at 
it. In every stateman’s case it arises ; in Mr. Gladstone’s it 
is cardinal and fundamental. 

' v 

To say that be bad drawn prizes in what is called tbe 
lottery of life would not be untrue; but just as true is it 

1 ‘Blest statesman he, -whose mind’s unselfish will’ (1S3S). Knights 
Wordsivorth , viii. p. 101. 
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His physical vitality — his faculties of free energy, en- 
durance, elasticity — was a superb endowment to begin with. 
Wc may often ask for ourselves and others: How many of a 
man’s days docs he really live? However men may judge 
tho fruit it bore, Mr. Gladstone lived in vigorous activity every 
dnv through all his years. Time showed that, ho, was horn 
with a frame of steel. Though, unlike some men of heroic 
strength, — Napoleon for example — he often knew fatigue and 
weariness, yet his organs never failed to answer the call of 
an intense and persistent "Will. As wo have already seen, 
in early manhood his eyes gave him much trouble, and ho 
both learned by heart, and composed a good deal of verso by 
way of sparing them. He was a great walker, and at this 
time lie was a sportsman, ns his diary has shown. ‘My 
object in shooting, ill as 1 do it, is the invigorating and 
cheering exercise, which does so much for health (18-12).’ 
One day this year (Sept. J 3, '42) while out shoot ing, the second 
barrel of a gun went oft’ while he was reloading, shattering 
the forefinger of his left hand. The remains of tho finger 
the surgeons removed. 'I have hardly ever in my life,’ he 
says, ‘had to endure serious bodily pain, and this was short. 1 
In 1S45, he notes, *a hard day. What a mercy that my 
strength, in appearance not remarkable, so little fails me. 1 
In tho autumn of 1853 he was able to record, ‘ Eight or nine 
days of bed illness, the longest since I had the scarlet fever 
at nine or ten years old. 1 It was the same all through. His 
bodily strength was in fact to prove extraordinary, and was 
no secondaiy element in the long and strenuous course 
now opening before him. 

Not second to vigour of physical organisation — perhaps, if 
we only knew all the secrets of mind and matter, even con- 
nected with this vigour — was strength and steadfastness of 
Will Character, as has been often repeated, is completely 
fashioned will, and this superlative requirement, so indis- 
pensable for every man of action in whatever walk and on 
whatever scale, was eminently Mr. Gladstone’s. From force 
of will, with all its roots in habit, example, conviction. 
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: our business ; which continually presents occasions requiring His 
_/aid and guidance. 

7. Turning again to ordinary duty, I know no precept more 
wide or more valuable than this : cultivate self-help ; do not seek 
nor like to be dependent upon others for what you can yourself ‘ 
supply; and keep down as much as you can The standard of your 

- wants, for in this lies a great secret of manliness, true wealth, and 
happiness ; as, on the other hand, the multiplication of our wants 
makes us effeminate and slavish, as well as selfish. 

8. In regard to money as well as to time, there is a 'great 
advantage in its methodical use. Especially is it wise to dedicate 
a certain portion of our means to purposes of charity and religion, 
and this is more easily begun in youth than in after life. The 
greatest advantage of making a little fund of this kind is that 
when we are asked to give, the competition is not between self on 
the one hand and charity on the other, but between the different v 
purposes of religion and charity with one another, among which 
we ought to make the most careful choice. It is< desirable that 
the fund thus devoted should not be less than one-tenth of our 
means ; and it tends to bring a blessing on the rest. . 

9. Besides giving this, we should save something, so as to be 
before the world, i.e. to have some preparation to meet the 
accidents and unforeseen calls of life, as well as its general future. 

Fathers are generally wont to put their better mind into 
counsels to their sons.- In this instance the counsellor 
was the living pattern of his own maxims. His account- 
books show in full detail that he never at any time in his 
life devoted less than a tenth of his annual incomings to 
charitable and religious objects. The peculiarity of all this 
half-mechanic ordering of a wise and virtuous individual 
life, was that it went with a genius and power that ‘‘moulded 
a mighty State’s decrees/ and sought the widest ‘process of 
the suns/ - * 


VI 

Once more, his whole temper and spirit turned to practice. 
His thrift of time, his just and regulated thrift in money,, 
his hatred of waste, were only matched by his eager .and 
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His physical vitality — his faculties of free energy, en- 
durance, elasticity — was a superb endowment to begin with. 
We may often ask for ourselves and others : How many of a 
man’s days does he really live? However men may judge 
the fruit it bore, Mr. Gladstone lived in vigorous activity every 
day through all his years. Time showed that he was bom 
with a frame of steel. Though, unlike some men of heroic 
strength, — Napoleon for example — he often knew fatigue and 
weariness, yet his organs never failed to answer the call of 
an intense and persistent Will. As we have already seen, 
in early manhood his eyes gave him much trouble, and he 
both learned by heart and composed a good deal of verse by, 
way of sparing them. He was a great walker, and at this 
time he was a sportsman, as his diary has shown. ‘ My 
object in shooting, ill as I do it, is the invigorating and 
cheering exercise, which does so much for health (1842).’ 
One day this year (Sept. 13, ’42) while out shooting, the second 
barrel of a gun went off while he was reloading, shattering 
the forefinger of his left hand. The remains of the finger 
the surgeons removed. f I have hardly ever in my life,’ he 
says, ‘ had to endure serious bodily pain, and this was short.’ 
In 1845, he notes, ' ‘ a hard day. What a mercy that my 
'strength, in appearance not remarkable, so little fails me.’ 
In the autumn of 1853 he was able to record, * Eight or nine 
days of bed illness, the longest since I had the scarlet fever 
at nin'e or ten years old.’ It was the same all through. His 
bodily strength was in fact to prove extraordinary, and was 
no secondary element in the long and strenuous course 
now opening before him. - 

Not second to vigour of physical organisation — perhaps, if 
we only knew all the secrets of mind and matter, even con- 
nected with this vigour, — was strength and steadfastness of 
Will. -Character, as has been often repeated, is completely 
fashioned will, and this superlative requirement, so indis- 
pensable for every man of action in whatever walk and on 
whatever scale, was eminently Mr. Gladstone’s. From force 
of will, with all' its roots in habit, example, conviction. 
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minister, Mr. Stanley. I took to, colonial subjects principally, 
_^and in 1837 was commended for treating them liberally. by Lord 
Russell. Then Sir R. Peel carried me into trade, and before I had 
been six months in. office, I wanted to resign because I thought' 
his corn law reform insufficient. In ecclesiastical policy. I had ■ 
been a speculator^ but if you choose to refer to a speech of ■ 
Sheil’s in 1844 on the Dissenters’ Chapels bill, 1 you will find h im 
describing me as predestined to be a champion of religious equality. ; 
All this seems to show that I have changed under the teachings 
of experience. , - 

And much later he wrote of himself: — . ; y 

The stock in trade of ideas with which I set out on the career ., 
of parliamentary life was a small one. " I do not think 'the general ' 
tendencies of my mind were even in the time of - my youth illiberal. . 
It was a great accident that threw me into the anti-liberal atti- 
tude, but having taken it up I held to it with energy. It was the 
accident of the Reform bill of 1831. For teachers' or idols or 
both in politics I had had Mr. Burke and Mr: Canning. . L; • 
followed them in their dread of reform, and probably caricatured 
them as a raw and unskilled student caricatures his master. • This A 
" one idea on which they were anti-liberal became the masterrkey of 
the situation, and absorbed into itself- for the' time tlie whole of 4 [ 
politics. This, however, was not my only disadvantage. I had , 
been educated in an extremely narrow . churchmanship, that of . 
the evangelical party. This narrow churchmanship too readily 
embraced the idea that the extension of representative principles, . , 
which was then the essential work . of liberalism, was associated . 
with irreligion; an idea quite 'foreign to my older , sentiment 
on behalf of Roman catholic emancipation. ( Autobiographic note , 
July 22, 1894.) - ‘ ; / 

vii ' ■' i 

Notwitlistanding Lis humility, his vdllingness within a 
certain range to learn, his profound reverence for 1 what he 
took for truth, he was no more ready than many far inferior , 
men to discern a certain important rule of intellectual life 
that was expressed in a quaint figure by one of our old 

^ See below, p. 323. 
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business, he says one 3 r ear in his diary, 'follows and C] 

whirls me day and night.’ He speaks once in 1844 of 'a . 

day restless as the sea.’ There were many such. ' That J£ 
does not mean, and has nothing to do with, 'proud pre- 
cipitance of soul/ nor haste in forming pregnant resolves 
Here he was deliberate enough, and in the ordinary conduct 
of life even minor things were objects of scrutiny and calcu- 
lation, far beyond the habit of most men. For he was low- 
lander as well as' highlander. But a vast percentage of his 
letters from boyhood onwards contain apologies for haste. 
More than once when his course was nearly run, he spoke of 
his life having been passed in ' unintermittent hurry/ just as 
Mill said, he had never been in a hurry in his life until he 
entered parliament, and then he had never been out of a 
hurry. 

It was no contradiction that deep and constant in him, 
along with this vehement turn for action, was a craving for 
tranquil collection of himself that seemed almost monastic. 

To Mrs. Gladstone he wrote a couple of years after their 
marriage (Dec. 13, 1841) : — 

You interpret so indulgently what I mean about the necessity 
of quiescence at home during the parliamentary session, that I _ 
need not say much ; and yet I think my doctrine must seem so 
strange that I wish again and again to state how entirely it 
is diffei-ent from anything like disparagement, of George for 
example. It is always relief and always delight to see and to be 
with you; and you would, I am -sure, be glad to know, how near 
Mary [Lady Lyttelton] comes as compared with others to you, as 
respects what I can hardly describe in few words, my mental rest, • 

- when she is present. But there is no man however near to me, 
with whom I am fit to be habitually, when hard worked. I have 
told you how reluctant I have always found myself to detail to 
my father on coming home, when I lived with him, what had been 
going on in the House of Commons. Setting a tired mind to work 
is like making a man run up. and down stairs when his limbs are 
weary. “ , - 

If be sometimes recalls a fiery hero of the Iliad,, at other 
times he is the grave and studious benedietine, but whether 
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for sei vices rendered, without being understood to sanction 
that they have said or done, and thus becoming involved 
: in controversy or imputation about them. ( I am often 
amazed, he goes on, f at the construction put- upon my acts 
; an d words ; but experience has shown me that they are com- " 
monly put under the microscope, and then found to contain 
all manner of horrors like the animalcules in Thames water/ 
This microscope was far too valuable an instrument in the con- 
tentions of party, ever 'to be put aside; and the animalcules 
duly magnified to the frightful size required, were turned into * 
first-rate electioneering agents. Even without party micro- 
scopes, those who feel most warmly for Mr. Gladstone’s mani- 
fold services to his country, may often wish that he had ' 
inscribed in letters of gold over the door of the Temple of 
Peace, a certain sentence from the wise oracles of his favourite 
Butler. ‘ For the conclusion of this/ said the bishop, Get me 
just take notice of the danger of over-great refinements ; of 
going beside or beyond the plain, obvious first appearances 
of things, upon the subject of morals and religion .’ 1 Nor 
would he have said less of politics. It is idle to ignore in 
Mr. Gladstone’s style an over-refining in words, an excess of 
qualifying propositions, a disproportionate impressiveness in 
verbal shadings without real difference. Nothing irritated 
opponents more. They insisted on taking literary sin for 
moral obliquity, and because men could not understand, they 
assumed that he wished to mislead. Yet if we remember 
how carelessness in words, how the slovenly combination 
un der the same name of things entirely different, how the 
taking for granted as matter of positive proof what is, at the 
most only possible or barely probable — when we think of all 
the mischief and folly that has been wrought in the world by 
loose habits of mind that are almost as much the master 
vice of the head as selfishness is the master vice of the heart, 
men may forgive Mr. Gladstone for what passed as sophistry 
and subtlety, but was in truth scruple of conscience in that 
region where lack of scruple half spoils the world. 

This peculiar trait was connected with another that some- 
times amused friends, but always exasperated foes. Among 

1 First Sermon, Upon Compassion. 



MEASURE OE HIS GIFTS 


189 


literary and poetic form lie rose to few conspicuous flights — 
such, for example, as Burke’s descent of Hyder Ali upon the 
Carnatic — in vast and fantastic conceptions such as arose 
from time to time in the brain of Napoleon, he had no part 
or lot. But in force of moral and political imagination, in 
bold, excursive range, in the faculty of illuminating practical 
and objective calculations with lofty ideals of the strength 
of states, the happiness of peoples, the whole structure of 
good government, he has had no superior among the rulers 
of England. His very ardour of temperament gave him 
imagination ; he felt as if eveiybod} r who listened to him in 
a great audience was equally fired with his own energy of 
sympathy, indignation, conviction, and was transported by 
the same emotion that thrilled through himself. All this, 
however, *did not fully manifest itself at this time, nor for 
some years to come. 

Strength of will found scope for exercise where some would 
not discover the need for it. In native capacity for righteous 
Anger he abounded. The flame soon kindled, and it was no 
fire of straw; but it did not master him. Mrs. Gladstone 
once said to me (1891), that whoever writes his life must 
remember that he had two sides — one impetuous, impatient, 
irrestrainable, the other all self-control, able to dismiss all 
but the great central aim, able to put aside what is weakening 
or disturbing; that he achieved this self-mastery, and had 
succeeded in the struggle ever since he was three or four 
and twenty, first by the natural power of his character, and 
second by incessant wrestling in prayer — prayer that had 
been abundantly answered. 

Problems of compromise are of the essence of the parlia- 
mentary and cabinet system, and for some years at any rate 
he was more than a little restive when they confronted him. 
Though in the time to come he had abundant difference with 
colleagues, he had all the virtues needed for political co- 
operation, as Cobden, Bright, and Mill had them, nor did he 
ever mistake for courage or independence the unhappy 
preference for having a party or an opinion exclusively to 
one’s self. ‘ What is wanted above all things,’ he said, 'in ' 
the business of joint counsel, is the faculty of making many 
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or with what I might have known, that my hearers were all 
the time supposing me to mean. Hope-Scott once wrote 
to him (November 24, 1841): ‘We live in a time in which ' 
accurate distinctions, especially in theology, are absolutely 
unconsidered. The “common sense” or general tenor of 
questions is what alone the majority of men are guided by. ~ 
And I verily believe that semi-arian confessions or any others 
turning upon nicety of "thought and expression, would be 
for the most part • considered as fitter subjects for scholastic 
dreamers than for earnest Christians. 5 In politics at any 
rate, Bishop Butler was wiser. 

The explanation of what was assailed as inconsistency is 
perhaps a double one. In the first place he started on his 
journey with an intellectual chart of ideas and principles 
not adequate or well fitted fdr the voyage traced for him by 
the spirit of his age. If he held to the inadequate ideas with 
which Oxford and Canning and his father and even Peel 
had furnished' him, he would have been left helpless and 
useless in the days stretching before him. The second point 
is that the orator of Mr. Gladstone’s commanding school 
exists by virtue of large and intense expression; then if 
circumstances make him as vehement for one opinion to-day 
as he was vehement for what the world regards as a conflict- 
ing opinion yesterday, his intellectual self-respect naturally 
prompts him to insist that the opinions do not really clash, 
but are in fact identical. You may call this a weakness if 
you choose, and it certainly involved Mr. Gladstone in much 
unfr uitful and not very edifying exertion ; but it is at any rate - 
better than the front of brass that takes any change of 1 
opinion for matter-of-course expedient, as to which the least 
said will be soonest mended. And it is better still than the 
disastrous self-consciousness that makes a man persist in a 
foolish thing to-day, because he chanced to say or do a foolish 
thing yesterday. 


VIII 

In this period of his life, with the battle of the world still 
to come, Mr. Gladstone to whose grave temperament every- 
thing, little or great, was matter of deliberate reflection, of 



AS OK AT OH 


193 


tlie parliamentary aspirant : — ‘ Gladstone is to m3- mind a CIK 

niucli better model for speaking; I mean I10 is happier in v 

joining great eloquence and selection of -words and rhetoric, JE ' V - 
if 3-011 will, with a style not a hit above debate. It does not 
smell of the oil. Of course there has been plenty of labour, 
and that not of to-day but during a whole life/ Nothing 
could be truer. Certainly for more than the first forty years 
of his parliamentary existence, he cultivated a st3 ) ']e not above 
debate, though it was debate of incomparable force and 
brilliance. When simpletons say, as if this were to dispose 
of eveiy higher claim for him, that he worked all his wonders 
by his gifts as orator, do the3 r ever think what power 
over such an assembty as the House of Commons signifies ? 

Here — and it was not until he had been for thirty 3 T ears and 
more in parliament that he betook himself largety to the efforts 
of the platform — here he was addressing men of the world, 
some of them the flower of English education and intellectual 
accomplishment; experts in all the high practical lines of 
life, bankers, merchants, lawyers, captains of industry in every 
walk ; men trained in the wide experience and high responsi- 
bilities of public office ; lymx^ed rivals and opponents. Is 
this the scene, or were these the men, for the triumphs of the 
barren rhetorician and the sophist, whose words have no true 
relation to the facts ? Where could general mental strength 
be better tested ? As a matter of history most of those who 
have held the place of leading minister in the House of 
Commons have ’hardly been orators at all, any more than 
Washington and Jefferson were orators. Mr. Gladstone con- 
quered the house, because he was saturated with a subject 
and its arguments; because he could state and enforce his 
ease; because he plainly believed every word he said, and 
earnestly wished to press the same belief into the minds of 
his hearers ;, finally because he was from the first an eager 
and a powerful athlete. The man who listening to his adver- 
sary asks of his contention, ‘ Is this true ? ’ is a lost debater ; • 
just as a soldier would be lost who on the day of battle should 
bethink him that the enemy’s cause might after all perhaps 
-be just. The debater does not ask, ‘ Is this 'true ? 5 he asks, 

‘ What is the answer to this ? How can I most surely floor 
VOL. I. ' N 
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fully intoxicating ; it' comes like a spark to the tow .if once we 
, give it, as it were, admission within us. (1838.) , .-" : r ..;l ; . ' , y 
There are those to whom vanity brings more of pain than of 
pleasure ; there are also those whom it oftener keeps in the back- • 
ground, than thrusts forward. The same man who to-day 
volunteers for that which he is not called upon to do, may to- 
morrow flinch from his obvious , duty from one . and the same / 
cause, — vanity, or regard to the appearance he is to make, for.its 
own sake, and perhaps that vanity which shrinks is a more subtle 
and far-sighted, a more ethereal, a more profound vanity than 
•that which presumes. (-1842.) -/by;. 7 

A question of immense importance meets us in. ethical inquiries, 
as follows: is there a sense, in which it is needful, right, - and / 
praiseworthy, that man should be much habituated to look back 
upon himself and keep his eye upon himself; a self-regard, and ... 
even a self-respect, which are compatible with the self-renunciation ; 
and self-distrust which belong to Christianity 1 In the observance •. 
of a single distinction We shall find, perhaps, a secure and sufficient- 7 
answer. We are to respect our responsibilities, not ourselves. 
We are to respect, the duties of which we are capable, but not our ;/• 
capabilities simply considered. There. is to be.no complacent self- 7 
contemplation, beruminating upon self. When self is- viewed, it 
must always be in the most intimate connection with its purposes. y 
How well were it if persons would be more careful,’ or rather, - 
more conscientious, in paying compliments. How often do we ■ ' 
delude another, in subject matter small or great, into the belief 
, that he has done well what, we know he has done ill, either by 
silence, or by so giving him praise on a particular point as to imply.-' . 
approbation of the whole. Now it is undoubtedly difficult: to .. 
observe politeness, in all cases compatibly with truth / and .polite- 
ness though a minor duty is a duty still. . (1838;) '. / 

If truth permits you 'to praise, but binds you to praise with a,, • 
qualification, observe how much, more acceptably you will speak, . / 
if you put the qualification first, than if you postpone it. For. - 
example: ‘this is a good likeness; but it is a hard, painting,’. is 
surely much less pleasing, than ‘this is a. hard painting ;but it is a. 
good likeness.’ The qualification is generally taken to be more 
genuinely the sentiment of the speaker’s - mind, . than the main. 
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passions, as with Sir James Graham, or with Mr. Shell ; not C 
of prejudice and fallacy, as with Robert Peel ; not with imagi- ve- 
nation and high seductive colouring, as with Sir. Macaulay ; ‘ 
but — of pure reason. He prevails by that subdued earnest- 
ness which results from deep religious feelings, and is not 
fitted for the more usual and more storm}’- functions of a 
public speaker.’ 1 


in 

We are not to think of him as prophet, seer, poet, founder 
of a system, or great bom man of letters like Gibbon, Mac- 
aulay, Carlyle. Of these characters he was none, though he 
had warmth and height of genius to comprehend the value 
of them all, and — what was more curious — his oratory and 
his acts touched them and their work in such a way that men 
were always tempted to apply to him standards that belonged 
to them. His calling was a different one, and he was wont to 
appraise it lower. - His field lay ' in' working the institutions of 
his country.’ Whether he would have played a part as splendid 
in the position of a high ruling ecclesiastic, if the times had 
allowed such a personage, we cannot tell ; perhaps he had not 
‘ imperious immobility ’ enough. Nor whether he would have 
made a judge of the loftier order ; perhaps his mind was too 
addicted to subtle distinctions, and not likely to give a solid 
adherence to broad principles of law. A superb advocate ? 
An evangelist, as irresistible as Wesley or as Whitefield? 
What matters it ? All agree that more magnificent power of 
mind was never placed at the service of the British Senate. 

His letters to his father from 1832 onwards show all the 
interest of a keen "young member in his calling, though 'they 
contain few anecdotes, or tales, or vivid social traits. ‘ Of 
political gossip,’ he admits to his father^ 1843), ‘ you always 
find me barren enough.’ What comes out in all his letters 
to his kinsfolk is his unbounded willingness to take trouble 
in order to spare others. Even in prolonged and intricate 
money transactions, of which we shall see something later — 

5 Anatomy of Parliament, November 1S40. ‘Contemporary Orators, ’in 
Fraser's Magazine. 
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to us as an admonition from without, but as an instinct from 
within. They should not be adopted by effort or upon a process', 
of proof, but they should be simply the translation into speech 
of the habitual tone to which all tempers, affections, emotions, 
are set. In the Ghristiam mood, which ought nevet to be. inter-: 
mitted, the sense of this conviction should recur spontaneously ; 
it should be the foundation of all mental thoughts and acts, and':, 
the measure to which the whole experience of life; inward and 
outward, is referred. The final state which Aye are to contemplate 
with hope, and to seek by discipline, is that in which our will 
shall be one with the will of God ; not merely shall submit to it, 
not merely shall follow after it, but shall live and move with 
it, even as the pulse of the blood in the extremities acts, with 
the central movement of . the heart. And this is to be obtained, 
through a double process ; the first, that of checking, repressing, ■ 
quelling the inclination of the, will to act with reference to . self as 
a centre; this is to mortify it. The second, to cherish, exercise, 
and expand its new and heavenly :power of acting according, to : 
the will of God, first, perhaps, by painful effort in great feebleness 
and with many inconsistencies, but with continually augmenting . 
regularity and force, until obedience become a necessity of second . 
nature. . . . • . - . 

Resignation is too often conceived to be merely a submission not 
unattended with complaint, to what we-have no power to avoid. ' 
But it is less than the whole of a work of a Christian. Your full 
triumph as far as that particular occasion of duty is concerned, 
will be to find that you not merely repress inward tendencies to f 
murmur — but that you would not if you could alter what in any 
matter God has plainly willed. _ . { . Here is the great work of 
religion; here" is the path through which sanctity is attained, the 
highest sanctity ; 'and yet it is a. path evidently to be trace u in. the 
course of our daily duties. - ... . , . ' - . . - . . 

When we are thwarted in the exercise of some innocent, laud- , 
able, -and almost sacred affection; as in the case, though its scale.,, 
be small, out of which all of this has,, grown, Satan has us at an 
advantage, because when the obstacle occurs, we have a sentiment • 
that the feeling baffled is a right one, and in indulging a rebellious 
temper we flatter ourselves that we are merely as it were indulgent 
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amused himself by casting the, horoscope of Mr. Gladstone 
(1860). To him the astrologer’s son sent it.' Like most of 
such things, the horoscope has ono or two ingenious hits and 
a, dozen nonsensical misses. But ono curious sentence 
declares Mr. Gladstone to be ‘ at heart a solitary man! 
Hero I have often thought that the stars knew what they 
were about. 

Whether Mr.. Gladstone ever became what is called a good 
judge of men it would be hard to say. Such characters 
are not common even among parliamentary leaders. They 
do not always care to take the trouble. The name is too 
commonly reserved for those who think dubiously or down- 
right ill of their fellow - creatures. Those who are accus- 
tomed to make -most of knowing men, do their best to convince 
us that men are hardly worth lmowing. This was not 
Mr. Gladstone’s way.’ Like Lord Aberdeen, he had a marked 
habit of believing people ; it was part of his simplicity. His 
life was a curious union of ceaseless contention and inviolable 
charity — a true charity, having nothing in common with a 
lazy spirit of ‘ unconcern. He knew men well enough, at 
least, to have found out that none gains such ascendency over 
them as he who appeals to what is the 'nobler part in human 
nature. Nestors of the whigs used to wonder how so much 
imagination, invention, courage, knowledge, diligence — all 
the qualities that seem to make an orator and a statesman — 
could be neutralised by the want of a sound overruling judg- 
ment. They said that Gladstone’s .faculties were like an 
army without a general, dr a jury without guidance from the 
bench. 1 Yet when the time came, this army without a general 
won the crowning victories of the epoch, and for twenty years '' 
the chief findings of this jury without a judge proved to be 
the verdicts of the nation. 

It is not easy for those less extraordinarily constituted, to 
realise the vigour of soul that maintained an inner life in all 
its absorbing exaltation day 'after day, year, after year, decade 
after decade, amid the ever-swelling rush of urgent secular 
affairs. Immersed in active responsibility for momentous 

/ * 

1 Lord Lansdowne to Senior (1855), in Mrs. Simpson’s Many Memories, 
p. 226. 
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their own account — and all these are common passions 
enough in strong natures as well as weak — then his view of 
himself was just. I think he had none of it. Ambition in a 
better sense, the motion of a resolute and potent genius to 
use strength for the purposes of strength, to clear the path, 
dash obstacles aside, force good causes forward — such "a 
quality as that is the very law of the being of a personality 
so vigorous, intrepid, confident, and capable as his. 
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pleasant it: gross ami sordid aims, as King Hudson was soon ( 
to find out, masked by exterior refinement: so mucli kind- ^ 
ness with a free spice of criticism and (ouches of ill-nature; '' 
so much of the governing force of England still gathered into 
a few great houses, exclusive and full of pride and yet-, after 
the astounding discovery that in spite of the deluge of the 
Jlefonn bill they were still alive as the directing class, always 
so open to political genius if likely to climb, and help them 
to climb, into political power. These were the last high days 
of the undisputed sway of territorial aristocracy in England. 
The artificial scone was gay and captivating: hut much in it 
was well fitted to make serious people wonder. Queen 
Victoria was assuredly not of (ho harsh fibre of the misan- 
thropist in Moltere's fine comedy : yet she once said a strange 
and deep tiling to an archbishop. ‘As I get older/ she said, 

‘I cannot understand the world. 1 cannot, comprehend its 
littlenesses. When 1 look at the frivolities and littlenesses, 
it seems to me as if they vrrr all a little mad .' 1 

This was the stage on which Mr. Gladstone, with 'the 
dominant tendencies of a recluse ’ and a mind that might 
easily have been 'accommodated to the cloister/ came to 
play his part, — in which lie was 'by a slow experience* to 
insert piecemeal the menial apparatus proper to the character 
of the public man. Yet it was not among the booths and 
merchandise and hubbub of Vanity Fair, it was among strata 
in the community but. little recognised as yet, that be was to 
find the field and the sources of bis highest power. His view 
of the secular world was never fastidious or unmanly. Looking 
back upon his long experience of it lie wrote (1894): — 

That political life considered as a profession has great dangers 
for the inner and true, life of tho human being, is too obvious. It 
bas, however, some redeeming qualities. In the first place, I have 
never known, and can hardly conceive, a finer school of temper 
than the House of Commons. A lapse in this respect is on the 
instant an offence, a jar, a wound, to every member of the 
assembly ; and it brings its own punishment on the instant, like 
the sins of the Jews under the old dispensation. Again, I think 

1 Life of Archbishop Benson, ii. p. 11. 
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acquainted with., as we have already seen; but his mind was far 
' to ° closely filled with transcendentalisms of his own to 'offer 
much hospitality to the serene and beautiful transcendental- 
ism of Emerson. He read Oliver Twist and Nicholas NicJcleby, 
and on the latter he makes a characteristic comment — f the 
tone is very human ; it is most happy in touches of natural 
pathos. No church in the book, and the motives are not 
those of religion.’ So with Hallam’s History of ’ Literature, 
‘ Finished (Oct. 10, 1839) his theological chapter, in which 
I am sorry to find amidst such merits, what is even far, more 
grievous than his anti-church sarcasms, such notions on 
original sin as in iv. p. 161.’ He found Chillingworth’s 
Religion of Protestants ‘ a work of the most mixed merits,’ an 
ambiguous phrase which I take to mean not that its merits 
were various, but that they were much mixed with those 
demerits for which the puritan Cheynell baited the unlucky 
latitudinarian to death. About this time also he first began 
' Father Paul’s famous history of the Council of Trent,- a work 
that always stood as high in his esteem as in Macaulay’s, 
who liked Sarpi the best of all modern historians. 

To the great veteran poet of the time Mr. Gladstone’s 
fidelity was unchanging, even down to compositions that 
the ordinary Wordsworthian gives up : — „ 

» i 

Read aloud Wordsworth’s Cumberland Beggar and Peter Bell. 
The former is generally acknowledged to be a noble poem. . The 
same justice is not done to the latter; I was more than ever 
struck with the vivid power of the descriptions, the strong touches 
of feeling, the skill and order with which the plot upon Peter’s 
conscience is arranged, and the depth of interest which' is made to 
attach to the humblest .of quadrupeds. It must have cost great 
labour, and is an extraordinary poem, both as a whole and in 
detail. ' H 

Let not the scorner forget that Matthew Arnold, that admir- 
able critic and fine poet, confesses to reading P eter Bell with 
pleasure and edification. 

In the political field he moved steadily on. Sir R. Peel 
spoke to him (April 19, 1839) in the House about the 
debate and wished him to speak after Sheil, if Graham, who 
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stone would never have grown to be a liberal. He was not 
only a fervid practising Christian ; he was a Christian steeped 
in the fourth century, steeped in the thirteenth and four- 
teenth centuries. Every man of us has 'all the centuries in 
him, though their operations be latent, dim, and very various ; 
in his case the roots were as unmistakable as the leafage, the 
blossom, and the fruits. A little later than the date with 
which we are now dealing (May 9, 1854) — and here the date 
matters little, for the case was always the same — he noted 
what in hours of strain and crisis the Bible was to him : — 

On most occasions of very sharp pressure or trial, some word 

of scripture has come home to me as if borne on angels’ wings. 

Many could I recollect. The Psalms are the great storehouse. 

Perhaps I should put some down now, for the continuance of 

'memory is not to he trusted 1. In the winter of 1837, Psalm 

128. This came in a most singular manner, hut it would be a 

long story to tell. 2. In the Oxford contest of 1847 (which was 

very harrowing) the verse — ‘0 Lord God, Thou strength of my 

health, Thou-hast covered my head in the day of battle.’ 3. In 

the Gorham contest, after the judgment : c And though all this be 

come upon us, yet do we not forget Thee ; nor behave ourselves 

frowardly in Thy covenant. Our heart is not turned back ; neither 

our steps gone out of Thy way. No not when Thou hast smitten 

us into the place of dragons : and covered us with the shadow of 

death.’ 4. On Monday, April 17, 1853 [his first budget speech], 

it was : c 0 turn Thee then unto me, and have mercy upon me : 

give Thy strength unto Thy servant, and help the son of Thine 

handmaid,’ Last Sunday [Crimean war budget] it was not from 

the Psalms for the day : ‘ Thou shalt prepare a table before me 

against them that trouble me ; Thou hast anointed my head with 

oil and my cup shall be full.’ 

* 

In that stage at least he had shaken off none of the grip 
of tradition, in which his book and college training had 
placed him. His mind still had greater faith in things 
s because Aristotle or Augustine said them, than because they 
are true. 1 If the end of education be to teach independence 
of mind, the Socratic temper, the love of pushing into unex- 

1 Paruta, i. p. 64. 
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a flavour of dictatorship, ran the ministers (May 6th) within 
/ five votes of defeat on a cardinal stage. 

' I was amused/ says Mr. Gladstone, ‘ with observing 
yesterday the differences of countenance and m ann er in 
the ministers whom I met on my ride. Elli ce (their 
friend) would nojt look at me at all. Charles Wood looked 
but askance and with the hat over the brow. Grey shouted, 
“ Wish you joy ! ” Lord Ho wick gave a remarkably civil and 
smiling nod ; and Morpeth a hand salute with all his might, 
as we crossed in riding. On Monday night after the division, 
Peel said just as it was known and about to be announced, 
“Jamaica was a good horse to start/” Of his own share 
in the performance, Mr. Gladstone only says that he spoke 
a dry speech to a somewhat reluctant House. f I cannot 
work up my matter at all in such a plight. However, 
considering what it was, they behaved very well. A loud 
cheer on the announcement of the numbers from our 
people, in which I did not join/ 

To have won the race b} r so narrow a majority as five 
seemed to the whigs, wearied of their’ own impotence and 
just discredit, a good plea for getting out of office. Peel 
proceeded to begin the formation of a government, but the 
operation broke down upon an affair of the bedchamber. 
.He supposed the Queen to object to the removal of any 
of the ladies of her household; and the Queen supposed 
him to inMjst on the removal of them all. The situation 
was unedifylng and nonsensical, but the Queen was not 
yet twenty, and Lord Melbourne had for once failed to 
teach a prudent lesson. A few days saw Melbourne back in 
office, and in office he remained for two years longer. 1 * * • 

XI 

In June 1839 the understanding arrived at with Miss 
Catherine Glynne during the previous winter in Sicily, 
ripened into a definite engagement, and on the 25th of 
the following July their marriage took place amid much 

1 Por Mr. Gladstone’s later view subject, which, he says, ? ‘will pro- 

of this transaction, see Gleanings,, i. bably never see the light. 5 

p. 39. He composed a letter on the 
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school of Dante I have learned a groat part of tlmt mental 
provision (however insignijieant. it may ho) which has 
served me to make the journey of human life up to the 
term of nearly seventy-three years.' He, once asked of an 
accomplished woman possessing a scholar’s breadth of read- 
ing, what poetry she most lived with. She named Dante 
for one. ‘ But what of .Dante ? ’ ‘ The Paradise,’ she replied. 
‘Ah, that is right; he exclaimed. * that’s my test.’ In the 
Paradiso it was, that he saw in beams of crvstal radiance 
the ideal of the unity of the religious mind, the love and 
admiration for the high unseen things of which the Christian 
church was to him the sovereign embodiment. The mediaeval 
spirit, it is true, wears something of a ghostly air in the light 
of our new day. This attempt., which has been made many 
a time before, 'to unify two ages.* did not carry men far in 
the second half of the nineteenth century. Nevertheless it 
wore an idle dream to think that the dead hand .of .Dante’s 
century, and all that it represented, is no longer to lie taken 
into account by those who would be governors of men. 
Meanwhile, let us observe once more that the statesman 
who had drunk most deeply from the mcdkevnl fountains was 
yet one of the supreme leaders of his own generation in a 
notable stage of the long transition from medueval to modern. 

‘ At Oxford,’ he records, ' I read Bousscau’s Racial Contract 
which had no influence upon me, and the writings of Burke 
which had a great deal.' Yet the dav came when ho too was 
drawn .by the movement of things into the flaming circlo of 
thought, feeling, phrase, that in romance and politics and all 
the ways of life Europe for a century associated with the name 
of Rousseau. There was what men call Rousseau, in a states- 
man who could talk of men’s common ‘flesh and blood’ in 
connection with a franchise bill. Indeed one of the strangest 
things in Mr. Gladstone’s growth and career is this unconscious 
raising of a partially Rousseauile structure on the foundations 
laid by Burke, to whom Rousseau was of all writers on the 
nature of man and the ordering of states the most odious 
and contemptible. We call it strange, though such amalgams 
of contrary .ways of thinking and feeling are more com- 
mon than careless observers may suppose. Mr. .Gladstone 
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has conferred upon me through her. 5 And the blessing 
remained radiant and unclouded to the distant end. 

At the close of August., after posting across Scotland from 
Greenock by a route better known now than then to every 
tourist, the young couple made their way to Fasque, where ' 
the new bride found an auspicious approach and the kind est 
of welcomes. Her ‘ entrance into her adoptive family was 
much more formidable than'it would be to those who had been 
less loved, or less influential, or less needed and leant upon, 
in the home where she was so long a queen. 5 At Fasque 
all went as usual. Soon after his arrival, his father com- 
municated that he meant actually to 'transfer to his sons 
his Demerara properties — Robertson to have the manage- 
ment. c This increased wealth, so much beyond my needs, 
with its attendant responsibility is very burdensome, how- 
ever on his part the act be beautiful. 5 

hi 

The parliamentary session of 1840 was unimportant and 
' dreary. The government was tottering, the conservative 
leaders were in no hurry to pluck the pear before it was 
ripe, and the only men with any animating principle of active 
public policy in them were Cobden and the' League against 
the Corn Law. The attention of the House of Commons 
was mainly centred in the case of Stockdale and the publica- 
tion of debates. But Mr. Gladstone’s most earnest thoughts 
were still far away from what he found to be the. dry saw- 
dust of the daily politics, as the following lines may show- : — 

/ 

March 6th, 1840. — Manning dined with us. He kindly under- 
took to revise my manuscript on 'Church Principles. 5 

March 18th . — Yesterday I had a long conversation with James 
Hope. He came to tell me, with great generosity, that he 
would always respond to any call, according to the best of his 
power, which I might make on him for the behalf of the common 
cause — he had given up all views of advancement in his profession 
he had about £400 a year, and this, which includes his fellow- 
ship, was quite sufficient for his wants ; his time would be devoted 
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that one of those very prizes was the determined conviction 
that life is no lottery at all, but a serious business worth', 
taking infinite pains upon. To one of his sons at Oxford 
he wrote a little paper of suggestions that are the actual 
description of his own lifelong habit and unbroken 
practice. 

Strathmian, Oct. 7, 1872. — 1. To keep a short journal of principal 
employments in each day : most valuable as an account-book of 
the all-precious gift of Time. 

2. To keep also an account-book of receipt and expenditure ; 
and the least troublesome way of keeping it is to keep it with 
care. This done in early life, and carefully done, creates the 
habit of performing the great duty of keeping our expenditure 
(and therefore our desires) within our means. 

3. Read attentively (and it is pleasant reading) Taylor’s essay 
on Money, 1 which if I have not done it already, I will give 
you. It is most healthy and most useful reading. 

4. Establish a minimum number of hours in the day for study, 
say seven at present, and do not without reasonable cause let it be 
less ; noting down against yourself the days of exception. There 
should also be a minimum number for the vacations, which at 
Oxford are extremely long. 

5. There arises an important-question about Sundays. Though 
we should to the best of our power avoid secular work on Sundays, 
it does not follow that the mind should remain idle. There is an 
immense field of knowledge connected with religion, and much of 
it is of a kind that will be of use in the schools and in relation 
to your general studies. ' In these days of shallow scepticism, so 
widely spread, it is more than ever to be desired that we should 
be able to give a reason for the hope that is in us. 

6. As to duties directly religious, such as daily prayer in the' 
morning and evening, and daily reading of some portion of the 

'Holy Scripture, or as to the holy ordinances of the gospel, there 
is little need, I am confident, to advise you ; one thing, however, 

I would say, that it is not difficult, and it is most beneficial, 
to cultivate ,the habit of inwardly turning the thoughts to God, 
though but for a moment in the course or during the intervals of 
1 The first chapter in Sir Henry Taylor’s Notes from Life (1847). 
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of the moralist. We shall soon see that this transaction 
— began to make Mr. Gladstone uneasy, as was indeed to be 
expected in anybody.who held that a state should have a 
conscience. 1 On April 8, 1840, his journal says: ‘Read on 
China. House. . . . Spoke heavily; strongly against the 
trade and the war, having previously asked whether my 
speaking out on them would do harm, and having been 
authorised.’ An unguarded expression brought him into a 
debating scrape, but his speech abounded in the pure milk 
of what was to be the Gladstonian word : — 

I do not know bow it can be urged as a crime against the 
Chinese that they refused provisions to those who refused^ 
obedience to their laws whilst residing within their territory. I 
am not competent to judge how long this war may last, nor how 
protracted may be its operations, but this I can say, that a war 
more unjust in its origin, a war more calculated in its progress to 
cover this country with disgrace, I do not know and I have not read 
of. Mr. Macaulay spoke last night in eloquent terms of the British 
flag waving in glory at Canton, and of the animating effect produced! 
upon the minds of our sailors by the knowledge that in no country 
under heaven was it permitted to be insulted. But how comes 
it to pass that the sight of tha£ flag always raises the spirits 
of Englishmen ? It is because it has always been associated with 
the cause of justice, with opposition to oppression, with respect 
for national rights, with honourable commercial enterprise, but now 
under the auspices of the noble lord [Palmerston] that flag is hoisted 
to protect an infamous contraband traffic, and if it were never to 
be hoisted except as it is now hoisted on the coast of China, we 
should recoil from its sight with horror, and should never again 
feel our hearts thrill, as they now thrill, with emotion when it. 
floats magnificently and in pride upon the breeze. . . . Although 
the Chinese were undoubtedly guilty of much. absurd phraseology, 
of no little ostentatious pride, and of some excess, justice 
in 'my opinion is with them, and whilst they the pagans 
and semi-civilised barbarians have it, we the enlightened and 
civilised Christians are pursuing objects at variance both with 
justice and with religion . 2 

1 See Lord Palmerston’s speech, 2 Hansard, 3 S. vol. 53, p. S19. 

Aug. 10, 1842. 
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minute attention in affairs of public business. . He knew bow ( 
to be content with small savings of- hours and of material 
resources. He was not' downcast if progress were- slow. In 2 
watching public, opinion, in feeling the pulse of a cabinet, 
in softening the heart of a colleague, even when sides were 
gloomiest, he was almost provokingly anxious to detect signs 
of encouragement that to others were imperceptible. He 
was of, the mind -of the Roman emperor, ‘Hope not for the 
republic ' of Plato ; but be content with ever so small an 
advance; and look on even that- as a gain worth having / 1 
A commonplace, but not one of the commonplaces that are 
always laid to heart.' . - 

' If faith was one clue, then next to faith; was growth. The 
fundamentals of Christian dogma, so far as I know and am 
entitled to speak, are the only, region in which Mr. Gladstone’s - 
opinions have no history. Everywhere -else we look upon 
incessant movement ; in views about church and state, tests, 
national schools ; in questions of economic and fiscal policy ; 
in relations with party ; in the. questions of popular govern- 
ment— in every one. of these wide , spheres of public interest 
he passes . from crisis to, crisis. The dealings of church and 
. state -made the first of these marked stages in the history of 

his opinions and his life, but it- was only the beginning. 

*’ * . * 

1 was born with smaller natural endowments than you, he wrote 
to his -old friend ;Sir Francis Doyle (1880), and I had also- a 
narrower early training. , But . my life has certainly been remark- 
able for the mass of • continuous and searching experience it has 
brought me ever since I began to pass out of boyhood. I have been 
feeling my .-way • ' owing little to living teachers, but enormously 
to four dead ones 2 (over and above the four gospels). It has 
been experience which has- altered my_ politics: My toryism was 
. accepted by me on authority and in good faith ; I did my best to 
fight for it. . But if you choose to examine my parliamentary life 
you will .find that on every subject as I came to deal with it 

‘.practically,. I. had to deal with it as a liberal elected in ’32. 

I began with- slavery in. 1833, and was commended by the liberal 

Marcus Aurelius; ix. p.. 29. ~ tells Manning, ‘are doctors to the 

2 Aristotle; - Augustine, Dante, speculative man ; would they were 
Butler. ‘My four, “doctors,”’ he such to the practical too ! ’ 
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ledge, Grillion’s down to the’Very end of liis life, nearly sixty 
years ahead, had no more faithful or congenial member. 

July 1st . — Last evening at Lambeth Palace I had a good deal of 
conversation with Colonel Gurwood about the Duke of Wellington 
and about Canada. He told me an anecdote of Lord Seaton 
which throws light upon his peculiar reserve, and shows it to be 
a modesty of character, combined no doubt with military habits 
and notions. When Captain Colborne, and senior officer of his rank 
in the 21st foot, he [Lord Seaton] was military secretary to General 
Pox during the war. A majority in his regiment fell vacant, 
Gen. Pox desired him to ascertain who "was the senior captain on 
the command. ‘ Captain So-and-so of the 80th (I think).’ * Write 
to Colonel Gordon and recommend him to his royal highness for 
the vacant majority. 5 He did it. The answer came to this effect: 

1 The recommendation will not be refused, but we are surprise'd to 
see that it comes in the handwriting of Captain Colborne, the very 
man who, according to the rules of the service, ought to have this 
majority.’ General Fox had forgotten it, and Captain Colborne 
had not reminded him ! The error was corrected. He (Gurwood) 
said he had never known the Duke of Wellington speak on the 
subject of religion but once, when he quoted the story of Oliver 
Cromwell on his death-bed, and said : ‘ That state of grace, in my 
opinion, is a state or habit of doing right, of persevering in duty, 
and to fall from it is to cease from acting right. 5 He always 
attends the service at 8 A.M. in the Chapel Royal, and says it is a 
duty which ought to be done, and the earlier in the day it is dis- 
charged the better. July 24 th. Heard [James] Hope in the House 
of Lords against the Chapters bill; and he spoke with such 
eloquence, learning, lofty sentiment, clear and piercing diction, 
continuity of argument, just order, sagacious tact, and comprehen- - 
sive method, as one would say would have required the longest 
experience as well as the greatest natural gifts. Yet he never acted 
before, save as counsel for the Edinburgh and Glasgow railway. 

If hearts are to be moved, it must be bj r this speech. 1 July 27th . — 

1 ‘ It was the common talk of Ox- verdict on him in the words, “ That 
ford how the most distinguished young man’s fortune is made. — 
lawyer of the day, a literary man and Newman's Funeral Sermon on J. R. 
a critic, on hearing the speech in Hope-Scott in Sermons 'preached on 
question, pronounced his prompt Various Occasions , p. 269. 



LIMITATIONS OF INTEREST 


209 


English sages. * He is a wonderful man/ said the sage, ‘ that 
can thread a needle when he is at cudgels in a crowd ; and yet ^ 
this is as easy as to find Truth in the hurry of disputation.’ 1 
The strenuous member of parliament, the fervid minister 
fighting the clauses of his bill, the disputant in cabinet, when 
he passed from man of action to the topics of balanced 
thought, nice scrutiny, long meditation, did not always 
succeed in getting his thread into the needle’s eye. 

As to the problems of the metaphysician, Mr. Gladstone 
showed little curiosity. Nor for abstract discussion in its 
highest shape — for investigation of ultimate propositions — 
had he any of that power of subtle and ingenious reasoning 
which was often so extraordinary when he came to deal with 
the concrete, the historic, and the demonstrable. A still more 
singular limitation on the extent of his intellectual curiosity 
was hardly noticed at this early epoch. The scientific move- 
ment, which along with the growth of democracy and the 
growth of industrialism formed the three propelling forces 
of a new age, — was not yet developed in all its range. The 
astonishing discoveries in the ’realm of natural science, and 
the philosophic speculations that were built upon them, 
though quite close at hand, were still to come. Darwin’s 
Origin of Species , for example, was not given to the world 
until 1859. Mr. Gladstone watched these things vaguely 
and with misgiving ; instinct must hav.e told him that the 
advance of natural explanation, whether legitimately or not, 
would be in some degree at the expense of the supernatural. 
But from any full or serious examination of the details of the 
scientific movement he stood aside, safe and steadfast within 
the citadel of Tradition.' 

He was once asked to subscribe to a memorial of Tyndale, 
the translator of the Bible, 2 and he put his refusal upon 
grounds that show one source at least of his scruple about 
words. 'He replies that he has been driven to a determina- 
tion to renounce all subscriptions for the commemoration of , 
ancient worthies, as he finds that he cannot signify gratitude 


3 Glanville’s Vanity of Dogmatis- He refused to be on a committee for 
”*.7- a memoiial to Tliirhvall.' (1875). 

3 See Shaftesbury's Lifu, iii. p. 495. 

VOL. I. 
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^ papers. Vinegar, thank God, carries my ej'es through so much MS., 
— - and the occupation is deeply interesting, especially on Hallam’s 
account. Our labours were at one time anxious and critical, the 
two leaders being 1388 and 1390 respectively. At night, how- 
ever, all was decided. April 4th. 12.2 . — Viva voce for fourteen 
select. At 2|- Seymour was announced scholar to the boys, and 
chaired forthwith. Hallam, medallist. It v r as quite over- 
powering. 

Henry Hallam w r as the second son of the historian, the 
j unior of Arthur by some fourteen or fifteen years. Mr. Glad- 
stone more than a generation later described a touching 
supplement to his Eton story. f In 1850 Henry Hallam had 
attained an age exceeding only by some four years the limit 
of his brother’s life. During that autumn I was .travelling - 
post between Turin and Genoa, upon my road to Maples. 
A family coach met us on the road, and the glance of a 
moment at the inside showed me the familiar face of 
Mr. Hallam. I immediately stopped my carriage, descended, 
and ran after his. On overtaking it, I found the dark clouds 
accumulated on his brow, and learned -with indescribable 
pain that he was on his way home from Florence, where he 
had just lost his second and only remaining son, from an 
attack corresponding in its suddenness and its devastating 
rapidity with that which had struck dowm his eldest born . 
son seventeen years before.’ 

At Fasque, where his autumn sojourn began in September, 
he threw himself with special ardour into his design for 
a college for Scotch episcopalians, especially for the training 
of clergy. He wrote to Manning (Aug. 31, 1840): — 

Hope and I have been talking and writing upon a scheme for 
raising money to found in Scotland a college akin in structure to 
the Romish seminaries in England; that is to say, partly for 
' training the clergy, partly for affording an education to the chil- 
dren of the gentry and others who now go chiefly to presbyterian 
schools or are tended at home by presbyterian tutors. I think 
£25,000 would do it, and that it might be got. I must have my 
father’s sanction before committing myself to it. Hope’s intended 
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the papers is a letter from an illustrious man to Mr. c 

Gladstone — wickedly no better dated by tbe writer than v 

'Saturday/ and no better docketed by tbe receiver than A ' 
‘ T. B. Macaulay, March 1/ — showing that Mr. Gladstone was 
just as energetic, say in some year between 1835 and 1850, 
in defending tbe entire consistency between a certain speech 
of tbe dubious date and a speech in 1833, as be ever after- 
wards showed himself in tbe same 'too familiar process. In 
later times be described himself as a sort- of purist in what 
touches tbe consistency of statesmen. * Change of opinion/ 
be said, 'in those to whose judgment the public looks more I 
or less to assist its own, is 'an evil to the country, although 
a much smaller evil than their persistence in a course which 
they know to' be wrong. It is hot always to be blamed. > 
But it is always to be watched with vigilance ; always to be 
challenged and put upon its trial/ 1 To this challenge in 
his own ease — and no man of his day was half so often put 
upon liis trial for inconsistency — he was always most easily 
provoked to make a vehement reply. In that process 
Mr. Gladstone’s natural habit of resort to qualifying words, 
and his skill in showing that a new attitude could be re- 
conciled by strict reasoning with the logical contents of old 
dicta, gave him wonderful advantage. His adversary as he 
strode confidently along the smooth grass, suddenly found 
himself treading on a serpent ; he had overlooked a condition, 

. a proviso, a word of hypothesis or contingency, that sprang 
from its ambush and brought his triumph to naught on the 
spot. If Mr. Gladstone had only taken as much trouble that 
his hearers should understand exactly what it was that he 
meant, as he took trouble- afterwards to show that his mean- 
ing had been grossly misunderstood, all might have been 
well. As it was, he seemed to be completely satisfied if he 
could only show that two propositions, thought by plain men 
to be directly contradictory, were all the time capable on close 
construction of being presented in perfect harmony. As if 
I had a right to look only to what my words literally mean 
or may in good logic be made to mean, and had no concern 
at all with what the people meant who used the same words, 

1 Gleanings, vii. p. 100, 186S. 
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read, and I extracted from them the chief material of my speeches. 

■ I dare say it was sad stuff, furbished up at a moment’s notice. We 
carried the election. Gobden sent me a challenge to attend a 
public discussion of the subject. Whether this was quite fair, 
I am not certain, for I was young, made no pretension to be an 
expert, and had never opened my lips in parliament on the subject. 
But it afforded me an excellent opportunity to decline with modesty 
and with courtesy as well as reason. I am sorry to say that, to 
the best of my recollection, I did far otherwise, and the pith of my 
answer was made to be that I regarded the Anti-Corn Law League 
as no better than a big borough-mongering association. Such was 
my first capital offence in the matter of protection j redeemed from 
public condemnation only by obscurity. 

The letters^ are preserved, but a sentence or two from Mr. 
Gladstone’s to Cobden will be enough. ‘ The phrases which' 
you quote from a report in the Times have reference, not to 
the corn law, but to the Anti-Corn Law League and its opera- 
tions in Walsall. Complaining apparently of these, you 
desire me to meet you in discussion, not upon the League 
but upon the com law. I cannot conceive two subjects 
more distinct. I admit the question of the repeal of the 
corn laws to be a subject fairly open to discussion, although 
I have a strong opinion against it. But as to the Anti- 
Corn Law League, I do not admit that any equitable doubt 
can be entertained as to the character of its present pro- 
ceedings; and, excepting a casual familiarity of phrase, 

I adhere rigidly to the substance of the sentiments which 
I have expressed. I know not who may ( be answerable 
for these measures, nor was your name known to me, or 
in my recollection at the time when I spoke.’ Time soon 
changed all this, and showed who was teacher and who the 
learner. 

By and by the session of 1841 opened, the whigs moving 
steadily towards their fall, and Mr. Gladstone almost over- 
whelmed with floods of domestic business. He settled in the 
pleasant region which is to the metropolis what Delphi was 
to the habitable earth, and where, if we include in it Downing 
Street, he passed all the most important years of his life 
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duty and scruple, took early note of minor morals as well as C] 

major. „ , Characteristically lie found some fault with, a sermon , 

of. Dr. Wordsworth’s upon Saint Barnabas, for 

hardly pushing the argument for the connection of good manners 
with Christianity to the full extentmf which it is fairly capable. 

The whole system of legitimate courtesy, politeness, and refine- 
ment is surely nothing less than one of the genuine though minor 
and often unacknowledged' results of the gospel scheme. All the 
great moral qualities or graces, which in their large sphere 
determine the formation and habits . of the Christian soul as 
before God, do also on a smaller scale- apply to the very same 
principles in the common .intercourse of life, and pervade its 
innumerable and separately inappreciable particulars ; and the 
result of this application is that good breeding which distinguishes 
Christian civilisation. (March 31, 1844.) / 

• * ' ' * * ja ’ / ; 

- . It is not for us to .discuss whether the breeding of Plato or 
Cicero or the Arabs of Cordova was better or worse than 
the breeding of the eastern bishops at Nicsea or Ephesus. 

; Good manners, we may be sure, hardly have a single master- / 
key, unless 1 it be simplicity, or freedom from the curse of affec- / 
tation. What is certain is that nobody of his time was a finer 
example of high good manners and genuine courtesy than 
Mr. Gladstone himself. He has left a little -sheaf of random 
jottings which, without being, subtle or recondite, show how 
he looked on this side of human things. Here is an example 
. or two . 

There are a class of passages in Mr. Wilberforce’s Journals, e.g., 
some of those recording his successful speeches, which might in 
many .men be set down^to vanity, but in him are more fairly I 
should think . ascribable to , a singlemindedness which did not 
inflate. Surely with most men it is the safest rule, to make scanty } 
records of success achieved, hnd. yet- more rarely to notice praise, 
which should pass us like the breeze, enjoyed but not arrested.// 
There must indeed be some sign, a stone as it were set up, to 
. remind us that such and such were occasions for thankfulness; . 

. but should not the memorials be restricted wholly and expressly ; 
for this purpose 1 For the fumes of praise are rapidly and fear- / . 
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£ petency and for sincerity was so damaged both, in the House 
— - of Commons and the country, that their doom was certain 
The reduction of the duty on slave-grown sugar from foreign 
countries was as obnoxious to the abolitionist as it was dis- 
advantageous to the West Indian proprietors, and both. of 
these powerful sections were joined by the corn-grower, 
well aware that his turn would come next. Many 
meetings took place at Sir Robert' Peel’s upon the sugar 
resolutions, and Mr. Gladstone worked up the papers and 
figures so as to be ready to speak if necessary. At one of 
these meetings, b} 7, the way, he thought it worth while to 
write down that Peel had the tradesmen’s household books 
upon his desk — a circumstance that he mentioned also to 
the present writer, when by chance we found ourselves 
together in the same room fifty years later. 

On May 10th, his speech on the sugar duties came oft’ in 
due course. In this speech he took the sound point that the 
new arrangement must act as an encouragement to the slave 
trade, ' that monster which, while war, pestilence, and famine 
were slaying their thousands, slew from year to year with 
unceasing operation its tens of thousands.’ As he went on, 
he fell upon Macaulay for being member of a cabinet that 
was thus deserting a cause in which Macaulay’s father had 
been the unseen ally of Wilberforce, and the pillar of his 
! strength, — ‘ a man of profound benevolence, of acute under- 
* standing, of indefatigable industry, and of that self-denying 
f, temper which is content to work in secret, and to seek for 
|* its reward beyond the grave. 3 Macaulay was the last man 
[' to suffer rebuke in silence, and he made a sharp reply on 
j'l the following day, followed by a magnanimous peace-making 
behind the Speaker’s chair. 

Meanwhile the 'air was thick and loud with rumours. 
Lord Eliot told Mr. Gladstone in the middle of the debate 
that there had been a stormy cabinet that morning, and that 
ministers had at last made up their minds to follow Lord 
Spencer’s advice, to resign and not to dissolve. When the 
division on the sugar duties was taken, ministers were beaten 
(May 19) by a majority of 36, after fine performances from 
Sir Robert, and a good one from Palmerston on the other _ 
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proposition; and it carries ostensible honesty and manliness to 
propose first what is the less acceptable. (1835-6.) 

IX 

To go back to Fenelon’s question about his own founda- 
tion. ‘The great work of religion/ as Mr. Gladstone con- 
ceived it, was set out in some sentences of a letter written 
by liim to Mrs. Gladstone in 1844, five years after they were 
married. In these sentences we see that under all the 
agitated surface of a life of turmoil and contention, there 
flowed a deep composing stream of faith, obedience, and 
resignation, that gave him in face of a thousand buffets, the 
free mastery of all his resources of heart and brain : — 

To Mrs. Gladstone. 

13 G. H. Terrace, Sunday evening, Jan. 21, 1844. — Although I have 
carelessly left at the board of trade with your other letters that 
on which I wished to have said something, yet I am going to end 
this day of peace by a few words to show that what you said 
did not lightly pass away from my mind. There is a beautiful 
little sentence in the works of Charles Lamb concerning one who 
had been afflicted : ‘ he gave his heart to the Purifier, and his will 
to the Sovereign Will of the Universe.’ 1 But there is a speech 
in the third canto of the Paradiso of Dante, spoken by a certain 
Piccarda, which is a rare gem. I will only quote this one line : 

In la sua volontade e nostra pace? 

The words are few and simple, and yet they appear to me to have 
an inexpressible majesty of truth about them, to be almost as if 
they were spoken from the very mouth of God. It so happened that 
(unless my memory much deceives me) I first read that speech on 
a morn rg early in the year 1836, which was one of trial. I was 
profoundly impressed and powerfully sustained, almost absorbed, 
by these words. They cannot be too deeply graven upon the 
heart. In short, what we all want is that they should not come 

1 Rosamund Gray, cliap. xi. is in the volume of collected transla- 

- 3 Mr. Gladstone’s rendering of the tions (p. 165), under the date of 
speech of Piccarda {Paradiso, iii. 70) 1835: 

‘ In His Will is our peace. To this all things 
By Him created, or by Nature made, 

As to a central Sea, self-motion brings.’ 
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tlie history of party. Thinking quite as much of the Scotch 
college, the colonial bishoprics, and Tract Ninety, as of sugar 
duties or the corn law, Mr. Gladstone hastened to Newark. 
He was delighted with the new colleague who had been pro- 
vided for him. ‘ As a candidate/ he writes to his wife, ‘ Lord 
John Manners is excellent; his speaking is popular and 
effective, and he is a good canvasser, by virtue not I t hin k 
of effort, but of a general kindliness and warmth of disposition 
which naturally shows itself to every one. Nothing can be 
more satisfactory than to have such a partner. 5 In his address 
Mr. Gladstone only touched on the poor law and the corn 
law. On the first he would desire liberal treatment for aged, 
sick, and widowed poor, and reasonable discretion to the 
local administrators of the law. As to the second, the 
protection of native agriculture is an object of the first 
economical and national importance, and should be secured 
by a graduated scale of duties on foreign grain. ‘ Manners 
and 1/ he says, ‘ were returned as protectionists. My speeches 
were of absolute dulness, but I have no doubt they were 
sound in the sense of my leaders Peel and Graham and 
others of the party. 5 The election offered no new incidents 
One old lady reproached him for not being content with 
keeping bread and sugar from the people, but likewise by a 
new faith, the mysterious monster of Puseyism, stealing away 
from them the bread of life. He found the wesleyans shaky, 
partly because they disliked his book and were afraid.of the 
Oxford Tracts, and partly from his refusal to subscribe to 
their school. Otherwise, flags, bands, suppers, processions, 
all went on in high ceremonial order as before. Day after 
day passed with nothing worse than the threat of a blue 
candidate, but one Sunday morning (June 26) as people 
came out of church, they found an address on the walls and 
a dark rumour got afloat that the new man had brought 
heavy bags of money. P or this rumour there was no founda- 
tion, but it inspired annoying fears in the good and cheerful 
hopes in the bad. The time was in any case too short, and 
at four o’clock on June 25 the poll was found to be, Glad- 
stone 633, Manners 630, Hobhouse 391. His own election 
safely over, Mr. Gladstone turned to take part in a fierce con- 
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on behalf, not of ourselves, but of a duty which we have been Cl 

interrupted in performing'. But our duties can take care of them- v 

selves when God calls us away from any of them. . . . To be 
able to relinquish a duty upon command shows a higher grace 
than to be able to give up. a mere pleasure for a duty. . . . 

The resignation thus described with all this power and 
deep feeling is, of course, in one form of thoughts and 
words, of symbol and synthesis, or ? another, the foundation 
of all the great systems of life. A summary of Mr. Glad- 
stone’s interpretation of it is perhaps found in a few words 
used by him of Blanco White, a heterodox writer whose 
strange spiritual fortunes painfully interested and perplexed 
him. ‘He cherished,’ says Mr. Gladstone, ‘with whatever 
associations, the love ' of God, and maintained resignation to 
His will, even when it appears almost impossible to see how 
he could have, had a dogmatic belief in the existence of a 
divine will at all. There was, in short [in Blanco White], a 
disposition to resist the tyranny of self; to recognise, the 
rule of duty ; to maintain the . supremacy of the higher 
over the lower parts of our nature. ’ 1 This very disposition 
might with truth no less assured have been assigned to the 
writer himself. These three bright crystal laws of life were 
to Kim like pointer stars guiding a traveller’s eye to the 
celestial pole' by which he. steers. 

When all has been said of a man’s gifts, the critical ques- 
tion still stands over, how he regards his responsibility for 
using them. Once in a conversation with Mr. Gladstone, 
some fifty years from the. epoch of this present chapter, 
we fell upon the topic of ambition. ‘Well,’ he said, ‘I do 
not think that I can tax myself in my own life with ever 
having been much moved by ambition.’ The remark so 
. astonished me that, as he -afterwards playfully reported to a 
friend, -I almost jumped up from my- chair. We soon shall 
reach a stage in his career when both remark and surprise , 
may explain themselves. We shall see that if ambition 
' means love of power or fame for the sake of glitter, decora- 
tion, external renown, . or even dominion and authority on 
- i . .• 1 Gleanings, ii. p. 20, 1S45. - - 
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of office by a majority of 91, and Peel undertook to form a 
^ government. 

' A.%g, 31/41. — In consequence of a note received this morning 

from Sir Robert Peel I went to him at half-past eleven. The 
following is the substance of a quarter of an hour’s conversation. 
He said : ‘ In this great struggle, in which we have been and are 
to be engaged, the chief importance will attach to questions of 
finance. It would not be in my power to undertake the business 
of chancellor of the exchequer in detail ; I therefore have asked 
Groulburn to fill that office, and I shall be simply first lord. I 
think we shall be very strong in the House of Commons if as a 
part of this arrangement you will accept the post of vice-president 
of the board of trade, and conduct the business of that depart- 
ment in the House of Commons, with Lord Ripon as president. 

I consider it an office of the highest importance, and you will have 
my unbounded confidence in it.’ 1 

I said, * of the importance and responsibility of that office at the 
present time I am well aware ; but it is right that I should say 
as strongly as I can, that I really am not fit for it. I have no 
general knowledge of trade whatever ; with a few questions I am 
acquainted, but they are such as have come across me incidentally.’ ' 
He said, ‘ The satisfactory conduct of an, office of that kind must 
after all depend more upon the intrinsic qualities of the man, 
than upon the precise amount of his previous knowledge. I also 
think you will find Lord Ripon a perfect master of these subjects, 
and depend upon it with these appointments at the board of 
trade we shall Carry the whole commercial interests of the country 
with us.’ 


1 ‘At that period the board of trade 
was the department which admin- 
istered to a great extent the functions 
that have since passed principally 
into the hands of the treasury, con- 
nected with the fiscal laws of the 
country.’ — Mr. Gladstone at Leeds, 
Oct. S, 1881. In 1880, writing to Mr. 
Chamberlain, then president, he says :- 
‘ if you were to look back to the re- 
cords of your department thirty-five 
and forty years ago, you would find 


how much of the public trade business 
was transacted in it. Revenue was 
then largely involved : and hence, I 
imagine, it came about that this 
business was taken over in a great 
degree by the treasury. I myself 
have drawn up new tariffs in both, 
at the B. of T. in 1S42 and 1814-5, 
aud at the tieasury in 1853 and 1SG0. 
Why and how the old B. of T. 
functions also passed in part to the 
F. 0. I do not so well know.’ 
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( 1839 — 1841 ) 

What are great gifts but the correlative of great work? We are 
not bom for ourselves, but for our kind, for our neighbours, for our 
country : it is but selfishness, indolence, a perverse fastidiousness, 
an unmanliness, and no virtue or praise, to bury our talent in a 
napkin. — Cardinal Newman. 

Along witli his domestic and parliamentary concerns, we C 
are to recognise the ferment that was proceeding in Mr. 
Gladstone’s mind upon new veins of theology ; but it was an A 
interior working of feeling and reflection, and went forward 
without much visible relation to the outer acts and facts of his 
life during this period. As ‘to those, one entry in the diary 
(Feb, 1st, 1839) tells a sufficient tale for the next two years. 

‘I find I have, besides family and parliamentary concerns and 
those of study, ten committees on hand : Milbank, Society for 
Propagation of the Gospel, Church Building Metropolis, 
Church Commercial School, National Schools inquiry and 
correspondence, "Upper Canada, Clergy, Additional Curates’ 
Fund, Carlton Library, Oxford and Cambridge Club. These 
things distract and dissipate my mind.’ Well they might ; 
for in any man with less than Mr. Gladstone’s amazing 
faculty- of rapid and powerful concentration, such dispersion 
must have been - disastrous both to effectiveness and to 
mental progress. As it is, I find little in the way of central 
facts to remark in either mental history or public action. 

He strayed away occasionally from the Fathers and their 
pastures and dipped into the new literature of the hour, 
associated with names of dawning popularity. Carlyle he 
found hard to lay down. Some of Emerson, too, he became 

219 
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£ my mind. ‘ I cannot/ I said, ‘ reconcile it to my sense of right to 
— / exact from China, as a term of peace, compensation for the opium 
surrendered to her.’ .... He agreed that it was best to 
mention it ; observed that in consequence of the shape in which 
the Chinese affair came into the hands of the new government, 
they would not be wholly unfettered; seemed to hint that under 
any other circumstances the vice-president of board of trade need 
not so much mind what was done in the other departments, but 
remarked that at present every question of foreign relations and 
many more would be very apt to mix themselves with the depart- 
ment of trade. He thought I had better leave the question sus- 
pended. 

I hesitated a moment before coming away and said it was only 
from my anxiety to review what I had said, and to be sure that I 
had made a clean breast on the subject of my unfitness for the 
department of trade. Nothing could be more friendly and warm 
than his whole language and demeanour. It has always been my 
hope, that I might be able to avoid this class of public employ- 
ment. On this account I have not endeavoured to train myself 
for them. The place is very distasteful to me, and what is of 
more importance, I fear I may hereafter demonsti’ate the unfitness 
I have to-day only stated. However, it comes to me^ I think, as 
a matter of plain duty; it may be all the ‘better fornot being 
according to my own bent and leaning; I must forthwith go to 
work, as a reluctant schoolboy meaning well. 

Sept. 3. — This day I went to Claremont to be sworn in. When- 
the council was constructed, the Duke of Buckingham and 
Lord Liverpool were first called in to take their oaths and 
seats; then the remaining four followed,’ Lincoln, Eliot, Ernest 
Bruce and I. The Queen sat at the head of the table, composed 
but dejected — one could not but feel for her, all through the 
ceremonial. We knelt down to take the oaths of allegiance and 
supremacy and stood up to take (I think) the councillors oath, 
then kissed the Queen’s hand, then went round the table shaking 
hands with each member, beginning from Prince Albert who sat 
on the Queen’s right, and ending with Lord WharnclifFe on her 
left. We then sat at the lower end of the table, excepting Lord 
E. Bruce, who went to his place behind the Queen as vice- 
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•was to speak about 8 or 9, could bring him up. Peel ( 
showed him several points with regard to the committee 
which he thought might be urged. ‘ This is very land in 2 
him as a mark of confidence ; and assures me that if, as 
I suspect, he considers my book as likely to bring me into 
some embarrassment individually, yet he is willing to let 
me still act under him, and fight my own battles in that 
matter as. best with God’s help I may, which is thoroughly 
fair. It imposes, however, a great responsibility. I was not 
presumptuous enough to dream of following Sheil ; not that 
his speech is formidable, but the impression it leaves on the 
House is. I meant to provoke him. A mean man may fire 
at a tiger, but it requires a strong and bold, one to stand bis 
charge; and the longer I live, the more I 'feel my own 
(intrinsically) utter powerlessness in the House of Commons. 
But my principle is this — not to shrink from any such 
responsibility when laid upon me by a competent person. 
Sheil, however, did not speak, so I am reserved and may 
fulfil my own idea, please .God, to-night.’ 

"We come now to one of the memorable episodes in this 
vexed decade of our political history. The sullen demon 
of slavery died hard. The negro still wore about his neck 
galling links of the broken chain. The transitory stage of 
apprenticeship was in some respects even harsher than the 
. bondage from which it was to bring deliverance, and the old 
iniquity only worked in hew ways. The pity and energy 
of the humane at home drove a perplexed and sluggish 
government to pass an act for dealing with the abominations 
of the prisons to which the unhappy blacks were com- 
mitted in Jamaica. The assembly of that island, a planter 
oligarchy, resented the new law from the mother country as 
an invasion -of Their constitutional rights, and stubbornly 
refused in their exasperation, even after a local dissolution, 
to perform duties that were indispensable for working the 
machinery of administration. The cabinet in consequence 
asked parliament (April 9th) to suspend the constitution 
of Jamaica for a term of five years.- The tory opposition, 
led by Peel with all his force, aided by the aversion of a 
section of the liberals to a measure in which they detected 
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however taken the alarm (so -to speak) upon the invitation at that 
' and been impressed with the idea that it savoured of cabinet 
office, I considered and consulted on the Chinese question, which 
I regarded as a serious impediment to office of that description, 
and I had provisionally contemplated saying to Peel in case he 
should oiler me Ireland with the cabinet, to reply that I would 
gladly serve his government in the secretaryship, but that I 
feared his Chinese measures would hardly admit of my acting in 
the cabinet. I am very sorry now to think that I may have been 
guilty of an altogether absurd presumption, in dreaming of the 
cabinet. But it was wholly suggested by that invitation. And 
I still think that there must have been some consultation and 
decision relating to me in the interval between the meetings and 
the formation of the new ministry, which prpduced some alteration. 
... In confirmation.of the notion I have recorded above, I am 
distinct in the recollection that there was a shyness in Peel’s 
manner and a downward eye, when he opened the conversation • 
and made the offer, not usual with him in speaking to me. 

In after years, he thus described his position when he 
went to the board of trade : — _ . 

I was totally ignorant both of political economy and of the 
commerce of the country. I might have said, as I believe was 
said by a former holder of the vice-presidency, that my' mind was 
in regard to all those matters a ‘sheet of white paper,’ except that 
it was doubtless coloured by a traditional prejudice of protection, 
which had then quite recently-become a distinctive mark of con- - 
servatism. In a spirit of ignorant mortification I said to myself 
at the moment : the science of politics deals with the government 
of men, but I am set to govern packages. In my journal for Aug. 2 
I find this recorded : ‘ Since the address meetings ’ (which were 
quasi-cabinets) ‘the idea of the Irish secretaryship had nestled 
imperceptibly in my mind.' 1 

Tbe vice-presidency was the post, by the way, impudently 
‘proposed four years later by the whigs to Cobden, after he had 
taught both whigs and tories their business. Mr. Gladstone, 

' ' 1 Autobiographic note. 
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rejoicing and festivity at Hawarden. At tlie same time and Cl 

place, Mary Glynne, the younger sister, was married to - 

Lord Lyttelton. Sir Stephen Glynne, their brother, was /E 
the ninth, and as was to happen, the last baronet. Their 
mother, born Mary Neville, was the daughter of the second 
Lord Braybrooke and Mary Grenville his wife, sister of the 
first Marquis of Buckingham. Hence Lady Glynne was 
one of a historic clan, granddaughter of George Grenville, 
the minister of American taxation, and niece of William, 
Lord Grenville, head of the cabinet of All the Talents in 
1806. She was first cousin therefore of the younger Pitt, 
and the Glynnes could boast of a family connection with 
three prime ministers, or if we choose to add Lord Chatham 
who married Hester Grenville, with four. 1 ‘ I told her/ Mr. 
Gladstone recorded on this occasion of their engagement 
(June Stli)j ‘what was my original destination and desire 
in life ; in what sense and manner I remained in connection 
with politics. ... I have given her (led by her questions) 
these passages for canons of our living : — 

‘ Le fronde, onde s’infronda tutto Porto 
• ' DelP Ortolano eterno, am’ io cotanto, 

Quanto da lui a lor di bene & porto.’ 2 

And Dante again — 

‘ In la sua yolontade e nostra pace : 

Ella e quel mare, al qual tutto si muove.’ 3 

*■ 

. In few human' unions have the good hopes and fond 
wishes of a bridal; day been better fulfilled or brought 
deeper and more lasting content. Sixty long years after, 

Mr.“ Gladstone said, ‘It would not be possible to unfold in 
words the value of the gifts which the bounty of Providence 


1 Mr. Gladstone compiled' this list of the statesmen in the maternal 
ancestry of his children : — 

Right Hon. George Grenville, 

Sir W. Wyndham, 

Lord Chatham, . 

-'Mr. Pitt, .... 

’ Lord Grenville, . . 1 . 

Mr. Grenville, 

1 Paradise , xxvi. 64-6 — 

‘ Love lor each plant that in the garden grows, 

Of the Eternal Gardener, I prove. 

Proportioned to the goodness he bestows.’ — Wright. 

3 Ibid. iii. 85. See above, p. 215. 


. Great, great grandfather. 

. Great, great, great grandfather. 
. Great, great granduncle-in-law. 

. Eirst cousin thrice removed. 

. Great granduncle. 

. Great granduncle. 
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paragraph ; he had read the works from which a mischievous 
^ industry had tried to collect means of defaming their author; 
he found nothing in them in the most distant manner to 
affect political co-operation ; and he signed his name to the 
letter, ‘ with an esteem and regard, which are proof against 
evil-minded attempts to sow jealousy and discord .’ 1 

i 

1 Parker’s Peel, ii. pp. 514-17. 
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to church objects ; in the intermediate region he considered him- 
self as having the first tonsure. 

Hope ui’ged strongly the principle, ‘Let every man abide in the 
calling ’ I thought even over strongly. My belief is that he fore- 

goes the ministry from deeming himself unworthy. . . . The object 
of my letter to Hope was in part to record on paper my abhorrence 
of party in the church, whether Oxford party or any other. 

March 18 th — To-day a meeting at Peel’s on the China question ; 
considered in the view of censure upon the conduct of the 
administration, and a motion will accordingly 'be made objecting 
to the attempts to force the Chinese to modify their ' old relations 
with us, and to the leaving the superintendent without military 
force. It was decided not to move simultaneously in the Lords — 
particularly because the radicals would, if there were a double 
motion, act not on the merits but for the ministry. Otherwise, 
it seemed to be thought we should carry a motion. The Duke of 
Wellington said, ‘God ! if it is carried, they will go,’ that they were 
as near as possible to resignation on the last defeat, and would not 
stand it again. Peel said, he understood four ministers were then 
strongly for resigning. The duke also said, our footing- in China 
could not be re-established, unless under some considerable naval 
and military demonstration, now that matters had gone so far. 
He appeared pale and shaken, but spoke loud and a good deal, 
much to the point and with considerable gesticulation. The 
mind’s life I never saw more vigorous. 

The Chinese question was of the 1 simplest. ■ British 
subjects insisted on smuggling opium into China in the 
teeth of Chinese law. The British agent on the spot 
( began war against China for protecting herself against these 
malpractices. There was no pretence that China was in 
the wrong, for in fact the British government had sent out 
orders that the opium-smugglers should not be shielded"; 
but the orders arrived too late, and war having begun,' Great 
Britain felt bound to see it through, with the result that 
China was compelled to open four ports, to cede Hong 
Kong, and to pay an indemnity of six hundred thousand 
pounds. So true is it that statesmen have no concern with j 
pater nosters, the Sermon on the Mount, or the vade onecumj 
VOL. i. 
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taking the place of fantastic follies about foreign dynasties 
- and the balance of power as the true business of the British 
statesman. On the eve of entering parliament (September 17, 
1832), Mr. Gladstone recounts some articles of his creed at 
the time to his friend Gaskell, and to modern eyes a curious 
list it is. The first place is given to his views on the relative 
merits of Pedro, Miguel, Donna Maria, in respect of the 
throne of Portugal. The second goes to Poland. The 
third to the affairs of Lombardy. Free trade comes last. 
This was still the lingering fashion of the moment, and it 
died hard. 

The new ministry contained an unusual number of men 
of mark and capacity, and they were destined to form a 
striking group. At their head was a statesman whose fame 
grows more impressive with time, not the author or inspirer 
of large creative ideas, but with what is at any rate next 
best — a mind open and accessible to those ideas, and endowed 
with such gifts of skill, vigilance, caution, and courage as 
were needed for the government of a community rapidly 
passing into a new stage of its social growth. One day in 
February 1842, he sent for Mr. Gladstone on some occasion 
of business. Peel happened not to be well, and in the course 
of the conversation his doctor called. Sir James Graham 
who had come in, said to his junior in Peel’s absence with 
the physician, ‘ The pressure upon him is immense. We 
never had a minister who was so truly a first minister as he 
is. He makes himself felt in every department, and is really 
cognisant of the affairs of each. Lord Grey could not 
master such an amount of business. Canning could not 
do it. Now he is an actual minister, and is indeed capacc 
imperii / Next to Peel as parliamentary leaders stood 
Graham himself and Stanley. They had both of them sat 
in the cabinet of Lord Grey, and now found themselves the 
colleagues of the bitterest foes of Grey’s administration. As 
we have seen, Mr. Gladstone pronounces Graham to have 
known more about economic subjects than all the rest of the 
government put together. Such things had hitherto been 
left to men below the first rank in the hierarchy of public 
office, like Huskisson. Pedro and Miguel held the field. 
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May lUh . — Consulted [various persons] on opium. All but Sir ( 
R. Inglis were on grounds of' prudence against its [a motion __ 
against the compensation demanded from China] being brought y 
forward. To this majority of friendly and competent persons I 
have given way, I hope not wrongfully ; but 1 am in dread of the 
judgment of God upon England for our national iniquity towards 
China. It has been to me matter of most painful and anxious 
consideration. I yielded specifically to this j the majority of the 
persons most trustworthy feel that to make the motion would, our 
leaders being in such a position and disposition with respect to it, 
injure the cause. June 1&£ — Meeting of the Society for Suppres- 
sion of the Slave Trade. [This was the occasion of a speech from 
Prince Albeit, who presided.] Exeter Hall ciammed is really a 
grand spectacle. Samuel Wilberforce a beautiful speaker ; in some 
points resembles Macaulay. Peel excellent. June 12th . — This 
evening I voted for the Irish education grant ; on the ground that 
in its principle, according to Lord Stanley’s letter, it is identical 
practically with the English grant of ’33-8, and I might have 
added with the Kildare Place grant. To exclude doctrine from 
exposition is in my judgment as truly a mutilation of scripture, 
as to omit bodily portions of the sacred volume. 

His first child and eldest son was born (June 3), and 
Manning and Hope became his godfathers ; these two 
were Mr. Gladstone’s most intimate friends at this period. 
Social diversions were never wanting. One June after- 
noon he went down to Greenwich, * Grillion’s fish dinner to 
the Speaker. "Great merriment; and an excellent speech 
from Stanley, “ good sense and good nonsense.” A modest 
one from Morpeth. But though we dined at six, these 
expeditions do not suit me. I am ashamed of paying 
£2, 10s. for a dinner. But on this occasion the object was to 
do honour to a dignified and impartial Speaker.’ He had 
been not at all grateful, by the way, for the high honour of 
admission to Grillion’s dining club this year, — ‘ a thing quite 
alien to my temperament, which requires more soothing and 
domestic appliances after the feverish and consuming ex- 
citements of party life ; but the rules of society oblige me 
to submit,’ As it happened, so narrow is man’s foreknow- 
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L interfered only in the colonial part of it in connection with 

— > the colonies and the slave trade to Porto Rico and Brazil. We 
West Indians were now great philanthropists ! When Sir Robert 
Peel assumed the government he had become deeply committed 
to protection, which in the last two or three years had become 
the subject of a commanding controversy. I suppose that at 
Newark I followed suit, but I 'have no records. On the change 
of government Peel, with much judgment, offered me the 
vice-presidentship of the board of trade. On sound principles 
of party discipline, I took the office at once ; and having 
taken it I set to work with all my might as a worker. In a 
very short time I came to form a low estimate of the knowledge 
and information of Lord Ripon ; and of the cabinet Sir James 
Graham, I think, knew most. And now the stones of which 
my protectionism was built up- began to get uncomfortably loose. 
When we came to the question of the tariff, we were all nearly 
on a par in ignorance, and we had a very bad adviser in Macgregor, 
secretary to the board of trade. But I had the advantage of - 
being able to apply myself with an undivided attention. My 
assumption of office at the board of trade was followed by hard, 
steady, and honest work; and every day so spent beat like, a 
battering ram on the unsure fabric of my official protectionism. 
By the end of the year I was far gone in the opposite sense. I 
had to speak much on these questions in the session of 1842, but 
it was always done Avith great moderation. 

II 

Tlie case on the accession of the new ministers was difficult. 
Peel himself has drawn the picture. By incompetent finance, 
by reckless colonial expenditure, by solving political diffi- 
culties through gifts or promises of cash from the British 
treasury, by war and foreign relations hovering on the verge 
of Avar and necessitating extended preparations, the whigs 
had brought the national resources into an embarrassment 
that was extreme. The accumulated deficits of five years 
had become a heavy incubus, and the deficit of 1842-3 was 
likely to be not less than two and a half millions more. 
Commerce and manufactures were languishing. Distress 
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Again went over and got up the subject of opium compensation c 
as it respects the Chinese. I spoke thereon hours for the 
liberation of my conscience, and to afford the friends of peace A 
opposite an opportunity, of which they would not avail themselves. 

In August lie tells Mrs. Gladstone how lie lias been to 
dine with ‘ such an odd party at the Guizots’ ; Austin, radical 
lawyer; John Mill, radical reviewer; M. Gaskell, Monckton 
Milnes, Thirlwall, new Bishop of St. David’s, George Lewis, 
poor law commissioner. Not very ill mixed, however. The 
host is extremely nice.’ An odd party indeed ; it comprised 
four at least of the strongest heads in England, and two of 
the most illustrious names of all the century in Europe. 

In March (1840) Mr. Gladstone and Lord Lyttelton went 
to Eton together to fulfil the ambitious functions of examiner 
for the Newcastle scholarship. In thanking Mr. Gladstone 
for his services, Hawtrey speaks of the advantage of public 
men of his stamp undertaking such duties in the good cause 
of the established system of education, ‘ as against the 
nonsense of utilitarians and radicals.’ The questions ran in 
the familiar mould in divinity, niceties of ancient grammar, 
obscurities of classical construction, caprices of vocabulary, 
and all the other points of the old learning. The general 
merit Mr. Gladstone found ‘beyond anything possible or 
conceivable’ when he was a boy at Eton a dozen years 
before : — 

We sit with the boys (39 in number) and make about ten hours 
a day in looking over papers with great minuteness. . . . Although 
it is in quantity hard work, it is lightened by a warm interest, and 
the refreshment of early love upon a return to this sweet place. It 
is work apart from human passion, and is felt as a moral relaxation, 
though it is not one in any other sense. . . . This is a curious 
experience to me, of jaded body and mind refreshed. I propose for 
Latin theme a little sentence of Burke’s which runs to this effect, 

1 Flattery corrupts both the receiver and the giver ; and adulation is 
not of more service to the people than to kings.’ April 2nd. — ' 
The statistics become excessively interesting. Henry Hallam 
gained, and now stands second [the brother of his dead friend]. 
April 3rd. — In, 6 hours ; out, from 4 to 5 hours more upon the 
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first invasion upon the old tory com law of 1827. Peel 
’ fr° m the beginning appreciated the powers of his keen and 
zealous lieutenant, and even in the autumn of 1841 he had 
taken him into confidential counsel. 1 Besides a letter of 
observations on fhe general -scheme of commercial freedom, 
Mr. Gladstone prepared for the prime minister a special 
paper on the corn laws. 

The ordinary business of the department soon fell into my 
hands to transact with the secretaries, one of them Macgregor, a 
loose-minded free trader, and the other Lefevre, a clear and 
scientific one. In that autumn I became possessed with the desire 
to relax the corn law, which formed, I believe, the chief subject 
of my meditations. Hence followed an important consequence. 
Very slow in acquiring relative and secondary knowledge and 
honestly absorbed in my work, I simply thought on and on as to 
what was right and fair under the circumstances. 

In January 1842, as the session approached, they came 
to close quarters. The details of all the mysteries of pro- 
tectionist iniquity we may well spare ourselves. Peel, feeling 
the pulse of his agricultural folk, thought it would never 
do to give them less than a ten-shilling duty, when the 
price of wheat was at sixty-two shillings the quarter; 
while Mr. Gladstone thought a twelve-shilling duty at a 
price of sixty ' far too low a relief to the consumer. His 
eyes were beginning to be opened. 

Feb. 2. — I placed in Sir R. Peel’s hands a long paper on the 
corn law in the month of November, which, on wishing to refer 
to it, he could not find ; and he requested me to write out afresh 
my argument upon the value of a rest or dead level, and the part 
of the scale of price at which it should arrive ; this I did. 

On Monday I wrote another paper arguing for a rest between 
60/ and 70/ or thereabouts; and yesterday a third intended to 
show that the present law has been in practice fully equivalent 
to a prohibition .up to 70/. Lord Ripon then told me the cabinet 
had adopted Peel’s scale as it originally stood— and seemed to 

1 The editor of Sir Robert Peel’s chief at this interesting date. The 
papers was allowed to print three or reader will find the correspondence m 
four of Mr. Gladstone's letters to his Parker, n. pp. 49/ -51/, 519, o-0. 
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absence for the winter is a great blow. Were he to be at home I 
do not doubt that great progress might be made. In the kirlc 
toil and trouble, double, double, the fires burn and cauldrons 
bubble : and though I am not sanguine as to very speedy or 
extensive resumption by the church of her spiritual rights, she 
may have a great part to play. At present she is very weakly 
manned, arid this is the way I think to strengthen the crew. 

The scheme expanded as time went on. His father threw 
himself into it with characteristic energy and generosity, 
contributing many thousand pounds, for the sum required 
greatly exceeded the modest figure above mentioned. Mr. 
Gladstone conducted a laborious and sometimes vexatious 
correspondence in the midst of more important public 
cares. Plans were mature, and adequate funds were forth- 
coming, and in the autumn of 1842 Hope and the two 
Gladstones made what they found an agreeable tour, 
examining the various localities for a site, and finally 
deciding on a spot ‘ on a mountain-stream, ten miles from 
Perth, at the very gate of the highlands/ It was 1846 
before the college at Glenalmond was opened for its destined 
purposes. 1 We all know examples of men holding opinions 
with trenchancy, decision, and even a kind of fervour, and, 
yet with no strong desire to spread them. Mr. Gladstone 
was at all times of very different temper ; consumed with 
missionary energy and the fire of ardent propagandism. 

He laboured hard at the fourth edition of his book, 
sometimes getting eleven hours of work, ‘a good day as 
times go,’ — Montesquieu, Burke, Bacon, Clarendon, and 
others of the masters of civil and historic wisdom being 
laid under ample contribution. By Christmas he was at 
Hawarden. In J anuary he made a speech at a meeting held 
■ in Liverpool for the foundation of a church union, and a few 
days later he hurried off to "Walsall to help his brother John, 
then the tory candidate, and a curious incident happened: — 

I either provided myself, or I was furnished from headquarters, 
with a packet of pamphlets- in favour of the corn laws. These I. 

3 The reader who cares for further particulars may consult the Memoirs 
of J, J{. Hope-Scolt, i. pp. 24S, 2S1-8; and ii. p. 291. 
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I have been much struck (he wrote, Feb. 26) throughout the' 
— ' private discussions connected with the new project of a corn 
law, by the tenacity with which Sir Robert Peel, firstly by 
adhering in every point to the old arrangements where it seemed 
at all possible, and since the announcement of the plan to parlia- 
ment, by steadily resisting changes in any part of the resolutions, 
has nari’owed the ground and reduced in number the points of 
attack, and thus made his measure practicable in the face of 
popular excitement and a strong opposition. 'Until we were 
actually in the midst of the struggle, I did not appreciate the 
extraordinary sagacity of his parliamentary instinct in this 
particular. He said yesterday to Lord Rip on and to me, ‘Among 
ourselves, in this room, I have no hesitation in saying, that if I 
had not had to look to other than abstract considerations, I would 
have proposed a lower protection. But it would have done no 
good to push the matter so far as to drive Knatchbull out of the 
cabinet after the Duke of Buckingham, nor could I hope to pass 
a measure with greater reductions through the House of Lords.’ 

When Lord John Russell proposed an amendment substi- 
tuting an eight shilling duty for a sliding scale. Peel asked 
Mr. Gladstone to reply to him. ‘ This I did (Peb. 14, 1842),’ 
he says, ‘ and with my whole heart, for I did not -yet fully 
understand the vicious operation of the sliding scale on the 
corn trade, and it is hard to see how an eight-shilling duty 
could even then have been maintained.’ 

hi 

The three centres of operations were the corn bill, then 
the bill imposing the income-tax, and finally the reform of 
the duties upon seven hundred and fifty out of the twelve 
h un dred articles that' swelled the tariff. The corn bill was 
the most delicate, the tariff the most laborious, the income- 
tax the boldest, the most fraught alike with peril for the 
hour and with consequences of pith and moment for the 
future. It is hardly possible for us to realise the general 
horror in which this hated impost was then enveloped. The 
fact of Brougham procuring the destruction of all the public 
books and papers in which its odious accounts were recorded, 
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in London . 1 Though, he speaks of being overwhelmed by 
domestic business, and he was undoubtedly hard beset by 
all the demands of early housekeeping, yet he very speedily 
recovered his balance. He resisted now and always as 
jealously as he could those promiscuous claims on time and 
attention by which men of less strenuous purpose suffer the 
effectiveness of their lives to be mutilated. ‘ I well know,’ 
he writes to his young .wife who was expecting him to join 
her at Hagley, ‘ you would not have me come on any con- 
ditions with which one’s sense of duty could not be quieted, 
and would (I hope) send me back by the next train. These 
delays are to you a practical exemplification of the difficulty 
- of reconciling domestic and political engagements. The 
case is one that scarcely admits of compromise; the least 
that is required in order to the fulfilment of one’s duty 
is constant bodily presence in London until the fag-end of 
the session is fairly reached.’ 

Here are a few examples of the passing days : — 

March 12th, 1841 . — Tracts for the Times, No. 90; ominous. March 
13th . — Went to see Reform Club. Sat to Bradley 24-4. London 
Library committee. Carlton Library committee. Corrected two 
proof-sheets. Conversed an hour and a half with Mr. Richmond, 
who came to tea, chiefly on my plan for a picture-life of Christ. 
Chess with C. [his wife.] March 14 ih (Sunday ). — Communion 
(St. James’s), St. Margaret’s afternoon. Wrote on Ephes. v. 1, and 
read it aloud to servants. March 20th . — City to see Freshfield. 
Afternoon service in Saint Paul’s. What an image, what a 
crowd of images ! Amidst the unceasing din, and the tumult 
of men hurrying this way and that for gold, or pleasure, or some 
self-desire, the vast fabric thrusts itself up to heaven and firmly 
plants itself on soil begrudged to an occupant that yields no lucre. 
But the city cannot thrust forth its cathedral ; and from thence 
arises the harmonious measured voice of intercession from day to 
day. The church praying and deprecating continually for the 
living mass that are dead while they live, from out of the very 

1 His first house was 13 Carlton which was his London home until 
House Terrace, then his father gave 1S75. From 1876 to 18S0 he occu- 
him 6 Carlton Gardens. In 1S56 he pied 73 Harley Street, 
purchased 1 1 Carlton House Terrace, 
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t Mr. Gladstone was called upon to liandle a mass of ques- 
— , tions tliat were .both, of extreme complexity in them- 
selves, and also involved collision with trade interests 
always easily alarmed, irritated, and even exasperated. With 
merchants and manufacturers, importers and exporters, 
brokers and bankers, with all the serried hosts of British' 
trade, with the laws and circumstances of international com- 
merce, he was every day brought into close, detailed, and 
responsible contact : — Whether the duty on straw bonnets 
should go by weight or by number ; what was the difference 
between boot-fronts at six shillings per dozen pairs and a 15' 
per cent, duty ad valorem ; how to distinguish the regulus of _ 
tin from mere ore, and how to fix the duty on copper ore so as 
not to injure the smelter ; how to find an adjustment between 
the liquorice manufacturers' of London and the liquorice 
growers of Pontefract ; what was the special case for musca- 
tels as distinct from other raisins; whether 110 pounds of 
ship biscuits would be a fair deposit for taking out of bond 
100 pounds of wheat if not kiln-dried, or 96 pounds if kiln- 
dried ; whether there ought to be uniformity between hides 
and skins. He applies to Cornewall Lewis, then a poor-law 
commissioner, not on the astronomy of the ancients or the 
truth of early Roman history, but to find out for a certain 
series of years past the contract price of meat in workhouses. 
He listens to the grievances of the lath-renders; of the 
coopers who complain that casks will come in too cheap ; of 
the coal-whippers, and the frame- work knitters ; and he 
examines the hard predicament of the sawyers, who hold 
government answerable both for the fatal competition of 
machinery and the displacement of wood by iron. * These 
deputations/ he says, ‘ were invaluable to me, for by constant 
close questioning I learned the nature of their trades, and 
armed with this admission to their interior, made careful 
notes and became able to defend in debate the propositions 
of the tariff and to show that the respective businesses would 
be carried on and not ruined as they said. I have ever since 
said that deputations are most admirable aids for the transac- 
tion of public business, provided the receiver of them is allowed 
to fix the occasion and the stage at which they appear.’ 
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side. The cabinet, with a tenacity incredible in our own day, 
were still for holding on until their whole scheme, with the 
popular element of cheap bread in it, was fully before the 
country. Peel immediately countered them by a vote of 
want of confidence, and this was carried (June 4) by a 
majority j?f one : — 

On Saturday morning the division in the House of Commons 
presented a scene of the most extraordinary excitement. While 
we were in our lobby we were told that we were 312 and the 
government either 311 or 312. It was also known that they had 

brought down Lord who was reported to be in a state of 

total idiocy. After returning to the House I went to sit near the 
bar, where the other party were coming in. We had all been 
counted, 312, and the tellers at the government end had counted 
to 308 ; there remained behind this unfortunate man, reclining in 
a chair, evidently in total unconsciousness of what was proceeding. 
Loud cries had been raised from our own side, when it was seen 
that he was being brought up, to clear the bar that the whole 
House might witness the scene, and every one stood up in intense 
curiosity. There were now only this figure, less human even than 
an automaton, and two persons, R. Stuart, and E. Ellice pushing 
the chair in which he lay. A loud, cry of ‘Shame, Shame, 5 
burst from our side ; those opposite were silent. Those three 
were counted without passing the tellers, and the moment after 
we saw that our tellers were on the right in walking to the table, 
indicating that we had won. Fremantle gave out the numbers, 
and then the intense excitement raised by the sight we had 
witnessed found vent in our enthusiastic (quite irregular) hurrah 
with great waving of hats. Upon looking back I am sorry to think 
how much I partook in the excitement that prevailed ; but how 
could it, be otherwise in so extraordinary a case 1 I thought Lord 
John’s a great speech — it was delivered too under the pressure of 
great indisposition. He has risen with adversity. He seemed 
rather below par as a leader in 1835 when he had a clear majority, 
and the ball nearly at his foot ; in each successive year the strength 
of his government has sunk and his own has risen. 

Then came the dissolution, and an election memorable in 
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that the capacity to make such exertions is combined in his case 
^ with such purity of heart and integrity of conduct. 

More than fifty years later in offering to a severe opponent 
magnanimous congratulations in debate on his son’s success- 
ful maiden speech, Mr. Gladstone said he knew how refresh- 
ing to a father’s heart such good promise must ever be. And 
in his own instance Peel’s generous and considerate letter 
naturally drew from John Gladstone a worthy and fee lin g 
response : — 

John Gladstone to Sir B. Peel. 

June 17. — The receipt last evening of your kind letter of 
yesterday filled my eyes with tears of gratitude to Almighty 
God, for having given me a son whose conduct in the discharge of 
his public duties has received the full approbation of one, who of all 
men, is so well qualified to form a correct judgment of his merits. 
Permit me to offer you my most sincere thanks for this truly 
acceptable testimonial, which I shall carefully preserve. , William 
is the youngest of my four sons ; in the conduct of all of them, I 
have the greatest cause for thankfulness, for neither have ever 
caused me a pang. He excels his brothers in talent, but not so 
in soundness of principles, habits of usefulness, or integrity of 
purpose. My eldest, as you are aware, has again, and in a most 
satisfactory manner, got into parliament. To have the third also 
again there, whilst the services of naval men, circumstanced as he 
is, who seek unsuccessfully for employment, are not required, we 
are desirous to effect, and wait for a favourable opportunity to 
accomplish. Whenever we may succeed, I shall consider my cup 
to be filled, for the second is honourably and usefully engaged as 
a merchant in Liverpool, occupying the situation I held there for 
so many years. 

It was while they were in office that Peel wrote from 
Windsor to beg Mr. Gladstone to sit for his portrait to 
Lucas, the same artist who had already painted Graham for 
him. ‘ I shall be very glad of this addition to the gallery 
of the eminent men of my own time.’ 

It was evident that Mr. Gladstone’s admission to the 
cabinet could not be long deferred, and in the spring oT the 
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test in which Sir Stephen Glynne was candidate for the repre- C 

sentation of Flintshire, but * bribery, faggotry, abduction, > 

personation, riot, factious delays, landlord’s intimidations, A 
partiality of authorities/ carried the day, and to the bitter 
dismay of Hawarden, Sir Stephen was narrowly beaten. One 
ancient dame, overwhelmed by the defeat of the family that 
for eighty years she had idolised, cried aloud to Mrs. Gladstone, 

‘ I am a great woman for thinking of the Lord, but 0, my 
dear lady, this has put it all out of my head.’ The election 
involved him in what would now be thought -a whimsical 
correspondence .with one of the Grosvenor family, who com- 
plained of Mr. Gladstone for violating the sacred canons of 
electioneering etiquette by canvassing Lord Westminster’s 
tenants. ‘ I did think,’ says the wounded patrician, ‘ that 
interference between a landlord with whose opinions you 
were acquainted and his tenants was not justifiable according 
to those laws of delicacy and propriety which I considered 
binding in such cases.’ 

At last he was able to snatch a holiday with his wife and 
child by the seaside at Hoylake, which rather oddly struck 
him as being like Psestum without the temples. He read 
away at Gibbon and Dante until he went to Hawarden, 
partly to consider the state of its financial affairs; as to 
these something is to be said later. ‘Walked alone in 
the Hawarden grounds/ he says one day during his stay; 
‘ruminated on the last-named subject [accounts], also on 
anticipated changes [in government]. I' can digest the 
crippled religious action of the state; but I cannot be a 
party to exacting by blood opium compensation from the 
Chinese.’ Then to London (Aug. 18). He attended the 
select party meetings at Sir Robert Peel’s and Lord 
Aberdeen’s. Dining at Grillion’s he heard Stanley, speak- 
ing of the new parliament, express a high opinion of 
Roebuck as an able man and clear speaker, likely to make 
a figure / and also of Cobden as a resolute perspicacious man, 
familiar with all the turns of his subject; and when the new 
House assembled, he had made up his mind for himself that 
* Cobden will be a worrying man on corn .’ This was Cobden’s 
first entry into the House. At last the whigs were put out 
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intimated that the Duke of Wellington had surrendered his 
opinion (I think) upon the boundary question; and he referred to 
the change in his own views, and said that in future he questioned 
whether he could undertake the defence of the corn laws on 
principle. His words were addressed to a sympathising hearer. 
My speeches in the House had already excited dissatisfaction if 
not dismay. 

Then came something about the preservation of the two 
bishoprics in North Wales. 1 To Mr. Gladstone’s surprise, Peel 
reckoned this a more serious matter/ as it involved a 
practical course. After much had been said on the topic, 
Mr. Gladstone asked for a day or two to consider the ques- 
tion. ‘I have to consider with God’s help by Monday 
whether to enter the cabinet or to retire altogether: at least 
such is probably the second alternative.’ He wished to 
consult Hope and Manning, and they, upon discussion, urged 
that the point was too narrow on which to join issue with 
the government. This brought him .round. ‘ I well remem- 
ber,’ he says of this early case of compromise, ‘ that I pleaded 
against them that I should be viewed as a traitor, and they 
observed to me in reply that I must he prepared for that if 
necessary, that (and indeed I now feel) in these times the 
very wisest and most effective servants of any cause must 
necessarily fall so far short of the popular sentiment of its 
friends, as to be liable constantly to incur mistrust and even 
abuse. But patience and the power of character’ overcome 
all these difficulties. I am certain that Hope and Manning 
in 1843 were not my tempters but rather my good angels.’ 2 

Peel had been in parliament as long, and almost as long 
in office, as Mr. Gladstone had lived, hut experience of 
public life enlarges the man of high mind, and Peel, while 
perhaps he wondered at his junior’s bad sense of proportion, 

1 The question of the Welsh bishop- changed, and a hostile cry was raised 
rics was one of a certain magnitude before the death of the Bishop of St. 
in its day. The union of Bangor and Asaph, when its provisions would 

St. Asaph had been provided for by come into force. On his death in 
parliament in 1S36, with a view to 1 S4G the tvhig ministry gave way and 
form a new see at Manchester. The the sees remained separate, 
measure was passed with the general 2 Mr. Gladstone to Lord Lyttelton, 
assent of the episcopal bench and the Dec. 30, 1 S4f>. 
church at large. But sentiment soon 
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He resumed, ‘ If there be any other arrangement that you would C 
prefer, my value and “ affectionate regard ” for you would make 
me most desirous to effect it so far as the claims of others would z 
permit. To be perfectly frank and unreserved, I should tell you, 
that there are many reasons which would have made me wish to 
send you to Ireland ; but upon the whole I think that had better 
not be done. Some considerations connected with the presbyterians 
of Ireland make me prefer on the whole that we should adopt a 
different plan. 1 - x Then, if I had had the exchequer, I should have 
asked you to be financial secretary to the treasury; but under 
the circumstances I have mentioned, that would be an office of 
secondary importance and I am sure you will not estimate that I now 
'propose to you by the mere name which it bears.’ He also made an 
allusion to the admiralty of which I do not retain the exact form. 
Hut I rather interposed and said, ‘My objection on the score of 
fitness would certainly apply with even increased force to anything 
connected with the military and naval services of the country, for of 
them I know nothing. Nor have I any other object in view ; there 
is no office to which I could designate myself. I think it my duty 
to act upon your judgment as to my qualifications. If it be your 
deliberate wish to make me vice-president of the board of trade, 

I will not decline it ; I will endeavour to put myself into harness, 
and to prepare myself for the place in the best manner I can ; but - 
it really is an apprenticeship.’ He said, ‘ I hope you will be content 
to act upon the sense which others entertain of your suitableness 
for this office in particular, and I think -it will be a good arrange- 
ment both with a view to the present "conduct of business and to 
the brilliant destinies which I trust are in store for you.’ I 
answered, that I was deeply grateful for his many acts of 
confidence and kindness ; and that I would at once assent 
to the plan he had proposed, only begging him to observe 
that I had mentioned my unfitness under a very strong sense 
of duty and of the facts, and not by any means as a mere matter 
of ceremony. I then 'added that I thought I should but ill 
-respond to his confidence if I did not mention to him a subject 
connected with his policy which might raise a difficulty in 

1 I suppose this points to incom- between protestant Ulster and a 
patibility in the fevers of the hour Puseyite chief secretary. 
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grounded on reasons. ■ Therefore no case for interference. 
(The duke, however, was for - issuing a .proclamation.) 
May 20.— Second [cabinet] Repeal. Constabulary tainted.’ 
It would be safe to say of any half dozen consecutive meetings 
of the Queen’s servants, taken at random during the reign, 
that Ireland would be certain to crop up. Still, protection 
was the burning question. From one cause or another, said 
Mr. Gladstone looking back to these times, f my reputa-' 
tion among the conservatives on the question of pro-" 
tection oozed away with rapidity. It died with the year 
1842, and -early in 1843 a duke, I think the Duke of 
Richmond, speaking in the House of Lords, described some 
renegade proceeding- as a proceeding conducted under the; 
banner of the vice-president of the board of' trade:’ He 
was not always as careful as Peel, and sometimes came near . 
to a scrape. ' ' ' \ ' . 

In my speech on Lord Howick’s motion (Mar. 10, 1843) I was 
supposed to play with the question, and prepare the way .for a'; 
departure from the corn law of last year, and I am sensible that . 
I so far lost my head, as not to put well together the various; = 
and, if taken separately, conflicting considerations which affect . 
the question. ... It so happens that I spoke ..under the-influence 
of a new and most sincere conviction, having reference to the _ 
recent circumstances of commercial legislation abroad, to the. 
effect that it would not be wise to displace British labour for the 
sake of cheap corn, -without the counteracting and sustaining , . 
provisions which exchange, not distorted by tariffs all but pro- 
hibitory, would supply. . . . This, it is clear, is a slippery position 
for a man who does not think firmly in the midst of ambiguous 
and adverse cheering, and I did my work most imperfectly, but 
I do think honestly. Sir It. Peel’s manner, by negative signs, ; 
showed that he thought either my ground insecure or my expres- 
sions dangerous. ‘ 

The situation was essentially artificial. There was little 
secret of the surrender of protection, as a. principle. In 
introducing the proposals for the reform of the customs . 
tariff, Peel made the gentlemen around him shiver by openly 
declaring that on the general principle of free trade there 
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chamberlain. Then the chancellor first and next the Duke of C 

Buckingham were sworn' to their respective offices. 0. G-reville v 

forgot the duke’s privy seal and sent him off without it; the ^ 
Queen corrected him and gave it. . . . Then were read and 
approved several orders in council ; among which was one assign- 
ing a district to a church and another appointing Lord Ripon and 
me to act in matters of trade. These were read aloud -by the 
Queen in a very clear though subdued voice ; and she repeated 
‘ Approved ’ after each. Upon that relating to Lord R. and myself 
we were called up and kissed hands again. Then the Queen rose, 
as did all the members of the council, and retired bowing. We 
had luncheon in the same room half an hour later and went off. 
The Duke of Wellington went in an open carriage with a pair; all 
our other grand people with four. Peel looked shy all through. 

I visited Claremont once before, 27 years ago I think, as a child', 
to see the place, soon after the Princess Charlotte’s death. It 
corresponded pretty much with my impressions. 

He secured his re-election at Newark on September 14 
without opposition, and without trouble, beyond the pressure 
of a notion rooted in the genial mind of his constituency 
that as master of the 'mint he would have an unlimited^ 
command of public coin for all purposes whether general or 
particular. His reflections upon his ministerial position are 
of much biographic interest. He had evidently expected 
inclusion in the cabinet : — 

Sept. 16. — Upon quietly reviewing past times, and the degree of 
confidence which Sir Robert Peel had for years, habitually I may 
say, reposed in me, and especially considering its climax, in my 
being summoned to the meetings immediately preceding the debate 
on the address in August, I am inclined to think, after allowing 
for the delusions of self love, that there is not a perfect corre- 
spondence between the tenor of the past on the one hand, and my 
present appointment and the relations in which it places me to the 
administration on the other. He may have made up his mind 
at jthose meetings that I was not qualified for the consultations of 
a government, nor would there be anything strange in this, 
except the supposition that he had not seen it before. Having 
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and was evidently conscious at the close, of what no one 
^ could deny, that he had made a deep impression on the 
House.’ 


IV 

Mr. Gladstone kept pretty closely in step with his leader. 
From Sir Robert he slowly learned lessons of circumspection 
that may not seem congenial to his temperament, though - 
for that matter we should remember all through that his 
temperament was double. He was of opinion, as he told the 
House of Commons, that a sliding scale, a fixed duty, and free 
trade were all three open to serious objection. He regarded 
the defects of the existing law as greatly exaggerated, and he 
refused to admit that the defects of the law, whatever they 
might be, were fatal to every law with a sliding-scale. He 
wished to relieve the consumer, to steady the trade, to 
augment foreign commerce, and the demand for labour 
connected with commerce. On the other hand he desired 
to keep clear of the countervailing evils of disturbing either 
vast capitals invested in land, or the immense masses of, 
labour employed in agriculture. 1 He noted with some com- 
placency, that during the great controversy of 1846 and 
following years, he never saw any parliamentary speech of 
his own quoted in proof of the inconsistency of the Peelites 
Here are a couple of entries from Lord Broughton’s diary 
for 1844 : — ‘ June 17. Brougham said c Gladstone was a 
d d fellow, a prig, and did much mischief to the govern- 

ment, alluding to his speech about keeping sugar duties. 
June 27. Gladstone made a decided agricultural protection 
speech, and was lauded, therefor by Miles — so the rebels 
were returning to their allegiance.’ Gladstone’s arguments 
somebody said, were in favour of free trade, and his paren- 
theses were in favour of protection. 

Well mi ght the whole position be called as slippery 
a one as ever occurred in British politics. It was by 
the principles of free trade that Peel and his lieutenant 
justified tariff-reform ; and they indirectly sapped protection 
in general by dwelling on the mischiefs of minor forms of 

1 Hansard, February 14, 1842. 
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at least, was quick to learn the share of ‘ packages ’ in the C 
government of men. v — 

Sept. 30. — Closing the month, and a period of two years com- 
prehended within this hook, I add a few words. My position 
is changed by office. In opposition I was frequently called, or 
sometimes at least, to the confidential councils of the party on a 
variety of subjects. In office, I shall of course have to do with 
the department of trade and with little or nothing beyond. There 
is some point in the query of the Westminster Review : Whether my 
appointments are a covert satire ? But they bring great advantages ; 
much less responsibility, much less anxiety. I could not have 
made myself answerable for what I expect the cabinet will do in 
China. It must be admitted that it presents an odd appearance, 
when a person whose mind and efforts have chiefly ranged within 
the circle of subjects connected with the church, is put into office 
of the most different description. It looks as if the first object 
were to neutralise his mischievous tendencies. But I am in doubt 
whether to entertain this supposition would be really a compli- 
ment to the discernment of my superiors, or a breach of charity ; 
therefore it is best not entertained. 

Paragraphs appeared in newspapers imputing to Mr. Glad- 
stone a strong reprobation of the prime minister’s opinions 
upon church affairs, and he thought it worth while to write to 
Sir Robert a strong (and most excessively lengthy) disclaimer 
of being, among other things, an object of hope to unbend- 
ing tories as against their moderate and cautious leader. 1 
‘Should party spirit,’ he went on, ‘run very high against 
your commercial measures, I have no doubt that the venom 
of my religious opinions will be plentifully alleged to have 
infused itself into your policy even in that direction, . . C 
and more than ever will be heard of your culpability -in 
taking into office a person '©f my bigoted and extreme 
sentiments.’ Peel replied (October 19, 1841) -with kindness 
and good sense. He had not taken the trouble to read the 

1 It would appear from the manu- and unbending tories, which later 
script at the British Museum, that events made long so famous and so 
Macaulay’s sentence about Mr. Glad- tiresome, was a happy afterthought, 
stone as the rising hope of the stern written in along the margin. 
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history nearer to their own time. They knew that Lord 
- J ohn had a right to revive the unforgotten contrast between 
Peel’s rejection of so-called protestant securities in 1817 and 
1825, and the total surrender of emancipation in 1829. 
Natural forebodings darkened their souls that protectionism 
would soon share the fate of protestantism, and that capi- 
tulation to Cobden was doomed to follow the old scandal 
of capitulation to O’Connell. They felt that there was 
something mucjh. more dreadful than the mere sting of a 
parliamentary recrimination, in the contrast between the 
corn bill of 1842 and Peel’s panegyrics in ’39, ’40, and ’41 
on the very system which that bill now shattered. On the 
other side some could not forget that in 1840 the whig 
prime minister, the head of a party still even at the eleventh 
hour unregenerated by Manchester, predicted a violent 
struggle as the result of the Manchester policy, stirring 
society to its foundations, kindling bitter animosities not 
easy to quench, and creating convulsions as fierce as those 
of the Reform bill. 

A situation so precarious and so unedifying was sure to 
lead to strange results in the relations of parties and leaders. 
In July 1843 the Speaker told Hobhouse that Peel had lost 
all following and authority ; all but votes. Hobhouse meet- 
ing a tory friend told him that Sir Robert had got nothing 
but his majority. ‘ He won’t have that long,’ the tory replied. 

‘ Who will make sacrifices for such a fellow ? They call me 
a frondenr, but there are many such. Peel thinks he can 
govern by Fremantle and a little clique, but it will not do. 
The first election that comes, out he must go.’ Melbourne, 
only half in jest, was reported to talk of begging Peel to give . 
him timely notice, lest the Queen might take him by surprise. 
On one occasion Hobhouse wished a secondary minister to 
tell Sir Robert how much he admired a certain speech. c I ! 
exclaimed the minister ; ‘ he would kick me away- if I dared - 
to speak to him.’ ‘ A man,’ Hobhouse observes, f who will 
not take a civil truth from a subaltern is but a sulky fellow 
after all ; there is no true dignity or pride in such reserve. 
Oddly enough, Lord John was complaining just as loudly 
about the same time of his own want of hold upon his party. 
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peel’s government 
{ 1842 - 1844 ) 

In many of the most important rules of public policy Sir R. Peel’s 
government surpassed generally the governments which have suc- 
ceeded it, whether liberal or conservative! Among them I would 
mention purity in patronage, financial strictness, loyal adherence 
to the principle of public economy, jealous regard to the rights of 
parliament, a single eye to the public interest, strong aversion to 
extension of territorial responsibilities and a frank admission of 
the rights of foreign countries as equal to those of their own. — M e. 

. Gladstone (18S0). 1 

Of the four or five most memorable administrations of the < 
century, the great conservative government of Sir Robert 
Peel was^. undoubtedly one. It laid the groundwork of our j 
solid commercial policy, it established our railway system, 
it settled the currency, and, by no means least, it gave us a 
good national character in Europe as lover s of moderation, 
.equity, and_ peace. Little as most members of the new 
cabinet saw it, their advent definitely marked the rising 
dawn of an economic era. If you had to constitute new 
societies, Peel said to Croker, then you might on moral and 
social grounds prefer cornfields to cotton factories, and you 
might like an agricultural population better than a manu- 
facturing ; as it was, the national lot was cast, and statesmen 
were powerless to turn back the tide. The food of the people, / 
their clothing, the raw material for their industry, their ( 
education, the conditions under which women and children < 
were suffered to toil, markets for the products of loom and J- 
forge and furnace and mechanic’s shop, — these were slowly 
maldng their way into the central field of political vision, and 

1 Undated fragment of letter to the Queen. See Appendix. 
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iiig the Nottingham lace makers and the flax-sp inn ers of 
the north of Ireland, had become neutral. Only a very 
limited portion of the trade was any longer subject to 
restriction, and Mr. Gladstone, after due consultation with 
superior ministers, proposed a bill for removing the pro- 
hibition altogether. 1 He also brought in a bill (April 1844) 
for the regulation of companies. It was when he was 
president of the board of trade that the first Telegraph 
Act was passed. 1 1 was well aware/ he wrote, ‘ of the 
advantage of taking them into the hands of the government, 
but I was engaged in a plan which contemplated the 
ultimate acquisition of the railways by the public, and 
which was much opposed by the railway companies, so that 
to have attempted taking the telegraphs would have been 
hopeless. The bill was passed, but the executive machinery 
two years afterwards broke down.’ 

Questions that do not fall within the contentions of 
party usually cut a meagre figure on (he page of the 
historian, and the railway policy of this decade is one 
of those questions. It was settled without much careful 
deliberation or foresight, and may be said in the main to 
have shaped itself. At the time when Mr. Gladstone 
presided over the department of trade, - an immense 
extension of the railway system w&s seen to be certain, 
and we may now smile at what then seemed the striking 
novelty of such a prospect. Mr. Gladstone proposed a 
select committee on the subject, guided its deliberations, 
drew its reports, and framed the bill that was founded upon 
them. He dwelt upon the favour now beginning to be 
shown to the new roads by the owners of land through 
which they were to pass, so different from the stubborn 
resistance that had for long been offered; upon the 
cheapened cost of construction ; upon the growing disposition 
to employ redundant capital in making railways, instead of 
running the risks that had made foreign investment so 
disastrous. It was not long, indeed, before this very dis- 
position led to a mania that was even more widely disastrous 
'than any foreign investment had been since the days of the 

1 See Speech, Aug. 10, 1S43. 
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Mr. Gladstone’s own position is described in an auto- c: 

biographic fragment of his last years : — v_J 

M 

When I entered parliament in 1832, the great controversy 
between protection or artificial restraint and free trade, of which 
Cobden was the leading figure, - did not enter into the popular 
controversies of the day, and was still in the hands of the philo- 
sophers. My father was an active and effective local politician, 
and the protectionism which I inherited from him and from all 
my youthful associations was qualified by a thorough acceptance 
of the important preliminary measures of Mr. Huslrisson, of whom 
he was the first among the local supporters. Moreover, for the 
first six years or so of my parliamentary life free trade was in 
no way a party question, and it only became strictly such in 1841 
at, and somewhat before, the general election, when the whig 
government, in extremis, proposed a fixed duty upon corn. My 
mind was in regard to it a sheet of white paper, but I accepted 
the established conditions in the lump, and could hardly do 
otherwise. In 1833 only, the question was debated in the House 
of Commons, and the speech of the mover against the corn laws 
made me uncomfortable. But the reply of Sir James Graham 
restored my peace of mind. I followed the others with a languid 
interest. Yet I remember being struck with the essential unsound- 
ness of the argument of Mr. Villiers. It was this. Under the 
present corn law our trade, on which we depend, is doomed, for 
our manufacturers cannot possibly contend with the manufacturei’s 
, of the continent if they have to pay wages regulated by the 
protection price of food, while their rivals pay according to the 
natural or free trade price. The answer was obvious. ‘Thank 
you. We quite understand you. Your object is to get down the 
wages of your workpeople.’ It was Cobden who really set the 
argument on its legs ; and it is futile to compare any other man 
with him as the father of our system of free trade. 

I had in 1840 to dabble in this question, and on the wrong 
side of it. 1 . . . The matter passed from my mind, full of churches 
and church matters, 'in which I was now gradually acquiring 
knowledge. In 1841 the necessities of the whig government 
led to a further development of the great controversy; but I 

1 See above, p. 232. 
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When I consider hoxv munificently the colleges of Cambridge and 
Oxford are endowed, and with what pomp leligion and learning are 
there surrounded ; . . . when I remember what was the faith of 
Edward in. and of Henry vi., of Margaret of Anjou and Margaret 
of Richmond, of William of Wykeliam and William of Waynefleet, 
of Archbishop Chichele and Cardinal Wolsey ; when I remember 
what we have taken from the, Roman catholics, King’s College, 

Hew College, Christ Church, my own Trinity; and when I look 
at the miserable Dotheboys’ Hall which we have given them in 
exchange, I feel, I must own, less proud than I could wish of being 
a protestant and a Cambridge man. — Macaulay. 

In pursuit of the policy of conciliation with which he was 
now endeavouring to counter O’Connell, Peel opened to his 
colleagues in 1844 a plan for dealing with the sum annually 
voted by parliament to the seminary for the training of 
catholic clergy at Maynooth. The original grant was 
made by the Irish parliament, protestant as it was; and - 
was accepted even by anti-catholic leaders after 1800 as 
virtually a portion of the legislative union with Ireland. 
Peel’s proposal," by making an annual grant permanent, 
by tripling the amount, by incorporating the trustees, 
established a new and closer connection between the state 
and the college. It was one of the boldest things he ever did. 
What Lord Aberdeen wrote to Madame de Lieven in 1852 
was hardly a whit less true in 1845: ‘There is more intense 
bigotry in England at this moment than in any other country 
in Europe.’ Peel said to Mr. Gladstone at the beginning of 
1845 — ‘I wish to speak without any reserve, and I ought 
to tell you, I think it will very probably be fatal to the' 
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was terrible. Poor-rates were mounting, and grants-in-aid 
would extend impoverishment from the factory districts to 
the rural. ‘ Judge then/ said Peel, ‘whether we can with 
safety retrograde in manufactures.’ 1 

So grave a crisis could only be met by daring remedies. 
With the highest courage, moral courage no less than poli- 
tical, Peel resolved to ask parliament to let him raise four 
or five millions a year by income-tax, in order to lower the 
duties on the great articles of consumption, and by reforming 
the tariff both to relieve trade, and to stimulate and re- 
plenish the reciprocal flow of export and import. That he at 
this time, or perhaps in truth at any time, had acquired 
complete mastery of those deeper principles and wider 
aspects of free trade of which Adam Smith had been the great 
exponent — principles afterwards enforced by the genius of 
Cobden with such admirable skill, persistency, and patriotic 
spirit — there was nothing to show. Such a scheme had no 
originality in it. Huskisson, and men of less conspicuous 
name, had ten years earlier urged the necessity of a new 
general system of taxation, based upon remission of duty 
on raw materials and on articles of consumption, and 
upon the imposition of an income-tax. The famous report 
of the committee on import duties of 1840, often rightly 
called the charter of free trade, of which Peel, not much 
to his credit, had at this moment not read a word, 2 laid 
the foundations of the great policy of tariff reform with 
which the names of Peel and Gladstone are associated in 
history. The policy advocated in 1830 in the admirable 
treatise of Sir Henry Parnell is exactly the policy of Peel in 
1842, as he acknowledged. After all it is an idle quarrel 
between the closet strategist and the victorious commander ; 
between the man who first discerns some great truth of 
government, and the man who gets the thing, or even a 
part of the thing, actually done. 

Mr. Gladstone has left on record some particulars of his 
own share as subordinate minister not in the cabinet, in this 

1 Parker, ii. pp. 499, 529, 533. learned enough to do more justice to 

2 Ibid., p. 509. Before the end of Hume and the committee, 
the session (Aug. 10, 1S42) he had 
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: to employ me in any such communications as those -to 
— - which I have referred, I am at your disposal/ Of this -start- 
ling offer to transform himself from president of the hoard of 
trade into Vatican envoy, Mr. Gladstone left his own later* 
judgment upon record; here it is, and no more needs to be 
said upon it: — ' : ; . 

About the time of my resignation on account of the contem- 
plated increase of the grant to the College of Maynooth, I became 
possessed with the idea that there was about to be a renewal in 
some shape of our diplomatic [relations] with the see of Knme, 
and I believe that I committed the gross error of tendering myself; 
to Sir Robert Peel to fill the post of envoy. I have difficulty at 
this date (1894) in conceiving by what obliquity of Anew I could 
have come to imagine that this was a i-ational or in any way 
excusable proposal : and this, although I vaguely think my friend ; 
James Hope had some hand in it, seems to show me' now that 
there existed in my mind a strong element of fanaticism. I believe 
that I left it to Sir R. Peel to .make me any answer or none as he 
might think fit; and he with great propriety chose the latter 
alternative. . 

In the autumn of 1844, the prime minister understood that 
if he proceeded with the Maynooth increase, he would lose 
Mr. Gladstone. The loss, Peel said to Graham, was serious, 
and on every account to be regretted, but no hope of avert T 
■ ing it would justify the abandonment of* a most important 
part of their Irish policy. Meanwhile, in the midst of heavy 
labours on the tariff' in preparation for the budget, of 1845, . 
Mr. Gladstone was sharply perturbed, as some of his letters 
to Mrs. Gladstone show : — 

Whitehall, Nov. 22, ’44. — It is much beyond my expectation that . 
Newman should have taken my letter so kindly ; it seemed, tome 
so like the operation of a clumsy, bungling surgeon upon a 
sensitive part. I cannot well . comment upon his meaning, for as 
you may easily judge, what with cabinet, board, and Oak Farm, 

I have enough in my head to-day— and the subject is a fine and 
subtle one. But I may perhaps be able to think upon it to-night, 
in the meantime I think yours is a very just conjectural sketch. 

We have not got in cabinet to-day to the really pinching part of ' 
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doubt whether any alteration could be made. On his announcing 
the adoption, I said in a marked manner, C I am very sorry for iV — 
believing that it would be virtual prohibition up to 65/ or 66/ 
and often beyond, to the minimum ; and not being able, in spite 
of all the good which the government is about to do with respect 
to commerce, to make up my mind to support such a protection. 
I see, from conversations with them to-day, that Lord Rip on, 
Peel, and Graham, are all aware the protection is greater than is 
necessary. 

This mood soon carried the vice-president terribly far. 
On Feb. 5 be met most of the members of the cabinet at 
Peel’s bouse. lie argued bis point that the scale would 
operate as virtual protection up to seventy shillings, and in 
a private interview with Peel afterwards hinted at retirement. 
Peel declared himself so taken by surprise that be hardly 
knew what to say; ‘be was thunderstruck’; and be told 
bis young colleague that * the retirement of a person bolding 
bis office, on this question, immediately before bis introducing 
it, would endanger the existence of the administration, and 
that be much doubted whether in such a case he could 
bring it on.’ 

I fear Peel was much annoyed and displeased, for he would not 
give me a word of help or of favourable supposition as to my own 
motives and belief. He used nothing like an angry or unkind 
word, but the negative character of the conversation had a chilling 
effect on my mind. I came home sick at heart in the evening and 
told all to Catherine, my lips being to every one else, as I said to 
Sir R. Peel, absolutely sealed. 

1 lie might have gained me more easily, I think,’ Mr. 
Gladstone wrote years afterwards, ‘by a more open and 
supple method of expostulation. But be was not skilful, 
I think, in the management of personal or sectional dilem- 
mas, as be showed later on with respect to two important 
questions, the Factory acts and the crisis on the sugar duties 
in 1844.’ This sharp and unnecessary corner safely turned, 
Mr. Gladstone learned the lesson bow to admire a great 
master overcoming a legislator’s difficulties. 
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Jan. 9, 4d. — A nother postponement ; but our explanations were 
as satisfactory as could possibly be made under such circumstances. 
The tone and manner as kind as" at any time — nothing like 
murmur. At the same time Peel said he thought ft right to 
intimate a belief that the government might very probably be 
shipwrecked upon the Maynooth question, partly in connection 
with my retirement, but also as he intimated from the uncertainty 
whether there might not be a very strong popular feeling against 
it. He takes upon himself all responsibility for any inconvenience 
to which the government may possibly be put from the delay and 
a consequent abrupt retirement, and says 'I have given him the 
fullest and fairest notice. ... I saw Manning for-tv^o, hours this 
morning, and let the cat out of the bag to him in part. Have a 
note from Lockhart saying the Bishop of London had sent his 
chaplain to Murray to express high approval of the article oh 
Ward — and enclosing the vulgar addition of £63. * ' . 

Windsor Castle , Jan. 10. — First, owing to the Spanish ambassa- 
dor’s not appearing, Lady Lyttelton was suddenly invited, and fell 
to my lot to hand in and sit by, which was very pleasant. I am, 
as you know, a shockingly bad witness to looks, but she appeared 
to me, I confess, a little worn and aged.. She ought to have at 
least two months’ holiday every year. After dinner the Queen 
inquired as usual about you, and rather particularly with much 
interest about Lady Glynrie. I told her plainly all I could. This 
rather helped the Queen through the conversation, as it kept me 
talking, and she was evidently hard pressed at the gaps. Then 
we went to cards, and played commerce ; fortunately I was never 
the worst hand, and so was not called upon to pay, for I had locked _ 
up my purse before going to dinner ; but I found I had won 2s. 2d. 
at the end, 8d. of which was paid me by the' Prince. I mean to 
keep the 2d. piece (the 6d. I cannot identify) accordingly, unless . 

I lose it again to-night. I had rather a nice conversation with him 
about the international copyright convention with Prussia. . . . 

, ' Whitehall , Jan 11.— I came back from Windsor this morning, 
very kindly used. The Queen mentioned particularly that you 
were not asked on account of presumed inconvenience, and sent 
-me a private .print of the Prince of Wales, and on my thanking 
for it Through Lady Lyttelton, another of the Princess. Also, she 
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himself not readily to forget. The feeling of the occasion he 
^ described to Manning 

Do you know that daily intercourse and co.-operation with men 
upon matters of great anxiety and moment interweaves much of 
one s being with theirs, and parting with them, leaving them 
under the pressure of their work and setting myself free, feels, I 
think, much like dying : more like it than if I were turning my 
back altogether upon public life. I have received great kindness, ' 
and so far as personal sentiments are concerned, I believe they 
are as well among us as they can be. 

One other incident he describes to his -wife : — ■ 

Peel thought I should ask an audience of the Queen on my" 
retirement, and accordingly at the palace to-day (Feb. 3) he- 
intimated, and then the lord-in- waiting, as is the usage, formally ’ 
requested it. I saw the Queen in her private sitting-room. As' 
she did not commence speaking immediately after the first bow, I 
thought it my part to do so ; and I said, ‘ I have had the boldness 
to request an audience, madam, that Lmight say with how much 
pain it is that I find myself separated from your Majesty’s service, 
and how gratefully I feel your Majesty’s many acts of kindness.’ 
She replied that she regretted it very much, and that it was a 
great loss. I resumed that I had the greatest comfort I could 
enjoy under the circumstances in the knowledge that my feelings “ 
towards her Majesty’s person and service, and also towards Sir E. 
Peel and my late colleagues, were altogether unchanged by my . 
retirement. After a few words more she spoke of the state of the 
country and the reduced condition of Chartism, of which I said I 
believed the main feeder was want of employment. .At the pauses 
I watched her eye for the first sign to retire. But she asked 
me about you before we concluded. Then one bow at the spot 
and another at the door, which was very near, and so it was all - 
over. 

Feb. 4. — Eliminated on the dangers of my explanation right and , 
'left, and it made me unusually nervous. H. of C. 4i-9. I was 
kindly spoken of and heard, and I hope attained practically 
purposes I had in view, but I think the House felt that the last 
part by talcing away the sting reduced the matter to flatness. 
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Among the deputations of this period Mr. Gladstone always 
recalled one from Lancashire, as the occasion on which he 
first saw Mr. Bright : — 

The deputation was received not by me but by Lord Ripon, in 
the large room at the board of trade, I being present. A long 
line of fifteen or twenty gentlemen occupied benches running 
down and at the end of the room, and presented a formidable 
appearance. All that I remember, however, is the figure of a 
person in black or dark Quaker costume, seemingly the youngest 
of the band. Eagerly he sat a little forward on the bench and 
intervened in the discussion. I was greatly struck with him. He 
seemed to me rather fierce, but very strong and very earnest. I 
need hardly, say this was John Bright. A year or two after he 
made his appearance in parliament. 1 

The best testimony, to Mr. Gladstone's share in this 
arduous task is supplied in a letter written by the prime 
minister himself to John Gladstone, and that he should have 
taken the trouble to write it shows, moreover, that though 
Peel may have been a * bad horse to go up to in the stable,’ 
his reserve easily melted away in recognition of difficult duty 
well done : — 


- . Sir Robert Peel to John Gladstone. 

Whitehall; June 16, 1842. — You probably have heard that we have 
concluded the discussions (the preliminary discussions at least) on 
the subject of the tariff: I cannot resist the temptation, if it be 
only for the satisfaction of my own feelings, of congratulating you 
most warmly and sincerely, on the distinction which your son has 
acquired, by the manner in which he has conducted himself 
throughout those discussions and all others since his appointment 
to office. At no time in the annals of parliament has there been 
exhibited a more admirable combination of ability, extensive 
knowledge, temper and discretion. Your paternal feelings must 
be gratified in the highest degree by the success which has 
naturally and justly followed the intellectual exertions of your 
son, and you must be supremely happy as a father in the reflection 

1 Bright was elected for Durham in July 1S43. 

VOL. I. R 
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The point of Mr. Gladstone’s reply was in fact an extremely 
— ' simple and a highly honourable one. While carefully 
abstaining from laying down any theory of political affairs 
as under all circumstances inflexible and immutable,' yet 
he thought that one who had borne such solemn testimony 
as he had borne in his book, to a particular view of a 
great question, ought not to make himself responsible for a 
material departure from it, without at least placing himself 
openly in a position to form a judgment that should be 
beyond all mistake at once independent and unsuspected. 
That position in respect of the Maynooth policy he could 
not hold, so long as he was a member of the cabinet pro- 
posing it, and therefore he had resigned, though it was 
, understood that he would not resist the Maynooth increase 
itself. All this, I fancy, might easily have been made plain ’ 
even to those who thought his action a display of overstrained 
moral delicacy. As it was, his anxiety to explore every nook 
and cranny of his case, and to defend or discover in it 
every point that human ingenuity could devise for attack, 
led him to speak for more than an hour ; at the end of which 
even friendly and sympathetic listeners were left wholly at a 
loss for a clue to the labyrinth. c What a marvellous talent 
is this,’ Gobden exclaimed to a friend sitting near him here 
have I been sitting listening with pleasure for an hour to his 
explanation, and yet I know no more why he left the govern- 
ment than before he began.’ ‘ I could not but know,’ Mr. 
Gladstone wrote on this incident long years after, ‘that I 
should inevitably be regarded as fastidious arid fanciful, 
fitter for a dreamer or possibly a schoolman, than for the 
active purposes of public life in a busy and moving age.’ 1 

Sir Kobert Inglis begged him to lead the opposition to 
the bill. In the course of the conversation Inglis went back 

measure totally impossible — when it tion to the measure, and when my 
was proved to me that there were noble friend intimated to me that he 
objections in the highest quarters thought, if I persevered in my inten- 
wliich would not be overcome unless tion to retire, success was out of the 
I was prepared to sacrifice' much that question. It was then I did not 
was dear to me — when it was inti- hesitate to say that I would not ex- 
mated to my noble friend that there pose others to obloquy or suspicions 
was an intention on the part of the from which I myself shrunk, 
highest authorities in the church of 1 Gleanings, vii. p. 118. 

England to offer a decided opposi- 
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following year, the head of the government made him the ( 
coveted communication : — : /./ •/' / ' ./ /" • ; ’ ; o 

■ ' / . , Whitehall, May 13,1843. .,.■*• 
' My dear Gladstone,— I have proposed: to the Queen that Lord 
. Itipon should succeed /iny lamented friend and colleague, ‘Lord 
. Fitzgerald, as president of the hoard of control. I, at the same; 

, time/requested her. Majesty’s permission (and it was. most readily 
conceded) to propose to you the office of president of the board ■ ' 
of trade, with a seat in the cabinet. If it were not for the , 
occasion of the vacancy I should have had unmixed satisfaction 
. in .thus " availing myself of the earliest, opportunity that' has . 

■ occurred since the formation of the government, of giving a wider 
scope to your ability to render public service, and - of strengthen- . 

• y : . irig .that government ' by inviting, your aid as a. minister of the 
V. croWnf. ■ For myself personally, and I can answer also for every 
other member of the government, the; prospect of your accession 
to the cabinet, is very gratifying to our. feelings.— Believe me, . 
my dear Gladstone, with sincere esteem and regard, most truly 
yours, ■ .• -/'"'ri/V '■[' ; / • v Robert Peel. 

; , At two to-day ^May 13), Mr. Gladstone records, I went to Sir ; 
f R Peel’s on the subject of his letter. I began by thanking him 
}■ for the indulgent manner 1 in : which he had excused ,my errors, ... 

; and more than- appreciated any services I might have tendered, 
’arid, for the offer he had made and the manner of it. 1 said that I. •- 
. went to the board of trade without knowledge or relish, but had -/ / 
been very; happy there ;; found quite enough to occupy my mind,//, . 
. -'enough responsibility for . my own strength, and had no desire to 
r .move onwards, but should.be perfectly satisfied with any arrange- / 
merit which . he might make as to Lord Eipon’s successor. ;. He/;/: 
/ spoke most warmly of service received, said he could - not be ;//; 
?- governed by . any personal considerations, and this which lie pro- -/ 
0_ posed was obviously -the, right arrangement., I then stated the 
... substance of what I had put in my memorandum, first, on the; 

opium question, to which his answer::Was,-.that; the immediate 
•;/ power and responsibility lay with the ; East India Coriipany ; he . 

; /■ did not express agreement: with my view of/ the cultivation' 
the drug, but said it was a/im Compared with 

/ ; other, imperial interests constantly brought • under discussion;. , - 


x CHAPTER X 

TRIUMPH OF POLICY AND FALL OF THE MINISTER 

(im 

Change of opinion, in those to whose judgment the public looks 
more or less to assist its own, is an evil to the country, although a 
much smaller evil than theft persistence ifi a course which they 
know to be wrong. It is not always to be blamed. But it is always 
to be watched with vigilance ; always to be challenged and put upon' 
its trial. — Gladstone. 

f s 

Not lingering for the moment on Mr. Gladstone’s varied 
pre-occupations during 1845, and not telling over again the 
well-known story of the circumstances that led to the repeal of 
the com law, I, pass rapidly to Mr. Gladstone’s part — it was a v 
secondary part — in the closing act of the exciting political 
drama on which the curtain had risen in 1841. The end of ■ 
the session of 1845 had left the government in appearance ' 
even stronger than it was in the beginning of 1842. Two 
of the most sagacious actors knew better what this was 
worth. Disraeli was aware how the ties had been loosened 
between the minister and his supporters, and Cobden was 
aware that, in words used at the time, ‘ three weeks of rain- 
when the wheat was ripening would rain away the corn law.’ 1 . 

Everybody knows how the rain came, and alarming signs ' 
of a dreadful famine in Ireland came; how Peel advised 
his cabinet to open the ports for a limited period, but 
without promising them that if the corn duties were ever 
taken off, they could ever be put on again; how Lord John 
seized the moment, wrote an Edinburgh letter, and' declared 
for total and immediate repeal; how the minister once 

1 Perhaps I may refer to my Life publication by Mr. Bright. Chapters 
of Cobden, which had the * great xiv. and xv. 
advantage of being read before 
282 
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was tlie last man to laugh at force of sincerity and con- CJ 
science. Men of the other sort, as he knew, were always to 
be had for the asking. ‘ He spoke again of the satisfaction 
of his colleagues, and even said he did not recollect former 
instances of a single vacancy in a cabinet, on which there was 
an entire concurrence. I repeated what I had said of his and 
their most indulgent judgment and took occasion distinctly 
to apologise for my blunder, and the consequent embarrass- 
ment which I caused to him in Feb. 1842, on the corn scale.’ 1 

His parliamentary success had been extraordinary. From 
the first his gifts of reasoning and eloquence had pleased 
the House ; his union of sincerity and force had attracted it 
as sincerity and force never fail to do ; and his industry and 
acuteness, his steady growth' in political stature, substance, 
and acquisition, had gained for him the confidence of the 
austerest of leaders. He had reached a seat in the cabinet 
before he - was thirty-four, and after little more than ten 
years of parliamentary life. Canning was thirty-seven before 
he Avon the same eminence, and he had been thirteen years 
in the House; Avhile Peel had the cabinet Avithin reach 
Avhen he was four- and- thirty, and had been in the House 
almost thirteen years, of Avhich six had been passed' in the 
arduous post of Irish secretary. Mr. Gladstone had shoAvn 
that he had in him the qualities that make a minister 
and a speaker of the first class, though he had shoAvn 
also the perilous quality of a spirit of minute scruple. He 
had not yet displayed those formidable powers of conten- 
tion and attack, that Avere before long to resemble some 
tremendous projectile, describing a path the laAV of Avhose 
curves and deviations, as they Avatched its journey through 
the air in Avonder and anxiety for the shattering impact, 
men found it impossible to calculate. 

Mr. Gladstone’s brief notes of his first and second cabinets 
are Avorth transcribing : the judicious reader Avill haAm little 
difficulty in guessing the , topic for deliberation ; it figured 
in the latest of his cabinets as in the earliest, as Avell as in 
most of those that intervened. £ May 15. — My first cabinet. 

On Irish repeal meetings. No fear of breach of the peace, 

■ 1 See above, p. 253. 
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'with the most precarious prospects. Peel was most hind, nay 
-^fatherly. We held, hands instinctively, and I could- not hut 
reciprocate with emphasis his ‘ God bless you/ 

I well remember, — Mr. Gladstone wrote in a memorandum of 
Oct. 4, 1851, — Peel’s using language to me in the Duke of New- 
castle’s house on Sunday, Dee/ 21, 1845, which, as I conceive, 
distinctly intimated his belief that he would be able to carry his 
measure, and at the same time hold his party together. He spoke 
■with a kind of glee and complacency in his tone when he said, 
making up his meaning by signs, ‘I have not lived near forty 
years in public life to find myself wholly without the power of 
foreseeing the course of events in the House of Co'mmons’ — in 
reference to the very point of the success of his government. . - 

One thing is worth noting as we pass. The exact proceed- 
ings of the memorable cabinets of ^November and the open- 
ing days of December are still obscure. It has generally 
been held that Disraeli planted a rather awkward stroke . 
when he taunted Peel with His inconsistency in declaring 
that he was not the proper minister to propose repeal, and 
yet in trying to persuade his colleagues to make tlie attempt 
before' giving the whigs a chance. The following note of 
Mr. Gladstone’s (written in 1851 after reading Sir R. Peel’s 
original memoir on the Corn Act of 1846) throws some light 
on the question • — 

When Sir R. Peel invited, me to take office in December 1845 
he did not make me aware of the offer he had-made to the cabinet 
in his memorandum, P think of Dec. 2, to propose a new corn law 
with a lowered sliding duty, which should diminish annually by 
a shilling until in some eight or ten years the trade would be free.* 
No doubt he felt that after Lord John Russell had made his 
attempt to form a government, and after, By Lord Stanley’s 
resignation, he had lost the advantages of unanimity, he could not 
be justified in a proposal involving so considerable an element of 
protection. 'It has become matter of history. But as matter of 
history it is important to show how honestly and perseveringly 
he strove to hold the balance fairly between contending claims, 
and how far he was from being the mere puppet of abstract 
theories. 
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■was no difference of opinion; that all agreed in the rule C 

that we should buy in the cheapest market and sell in the «, 

dearest ; that even if the foreigner were foolish enough not to 
follow suit, it was still for the interest of this country to buy 
as cheap as we could, whether other countries will buy from 
us or no . 1 Even important cabinet colleagues found this too 
strong doctrine for them. 

c On Tuesday night/ says Mr. Gladstone, ‘ Peel opened the 
tariff anew, and laid down in a manner which drew great 
cheering from the opposition, the doctrine of purchasing in 
the cheapest market. Stanley said to me afterwards, “ Peel 
laid that down a great- deal too broadly/’ Last night he 
(Lord S.) sat down angry with himself, and turned to me 
and said, “It does not signify, I cannot speak on these 
subjects ; I quite lost my head.” I merely answered that no 
one but himself would have discovered it.’ Yet it was able 
men, apt to lose their heads in economics, whom Peel had to 
carry along with him. * On another night/ says Mr. Glad- 
stone, ‘I thought Sir ft. Peel appeared in an attitude of 
conspicuous intellectual greatness, and on comparing notes 
next day with Sir J. Graham at the palace, I found he 
was similarly impressed. Sheil delivered a very effective 
rhetorical speech. Lord Stanley had taken a few notes and 
was to follow him. Sheil Avas winding up just as the clock 
touched twelve. Lord Stanley said to Peel, “It is twelve, 
shall I follow him? I think not.” Peel said, “I do not 
think it Avill do to let this go unanswered.” He had been 
quite without the idea of speaking that night. Sheil sat 
down, and peals of cheering followed. Stanley seemed to 
hesitate n good deal, and at last said, as it were to himself, 
“No, I won’t, it’s too late.” In the meantime the adjourn- 
ment had been moved; but when PeelsaAv there was no 
one in the breach, he rose. The cheers were still, a little 
spitefully, prolonged from the other side. He had an 
immense subject, a disturbed House, a successful speech, an 
entire absence of notice to contend against ; but he began 
A\bth poAver, gathered power as he went on, handled every 
point in his usual mode of balanced thought and language, 

1 Hansard, May 10, 1842. 
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secretary of state out of parliament during the corn law 
crisis, and their petition was suddenl}- withdrawn. The 
consequence was that I remained until the resignation of 
the government in July a minister of the crown without a 
seat in parliament. This was a state of things not agree- 
able to the spirit of parliamentary government; and some 
objection was taken,' but rather slightly, in the House 
of Commons. Sir R Peel stood fire.’ There can belittle 
doubt that in our own day a cabinet minister without a 
seat in either House bf parliament would be regarded, 
in Mr. Gladstone’s words, as a public inconvenience and 
a political anomaly, too dark to be tolerated; and he 
naturally felt it his absolute duty to peep in at' every - 
chink and cranny where a seat in parliament could.be had. 
A Peelite, however, had not a good chance at a by-elec- 
tion, and Mr. Gladstone remained out of the House until 
the general election in the year following. 1 Lord Lincoln, 
also a member of the cabinet, vacated his seat, but, unlike 
his friend, found a seat in the course of the session. 

Mr. Gladstone’s brother-in-law, Lyttelton, was invited 
to represent the colonial office in the Lords, but had 
qualms of conscience about the eternal question of the 
two Welsh bishoprics. ‘ How could the government of this 
wonderful empire,’ Peel wrote -to Mr. Gladstone, ‘be ever 
constructed, if a difference on such a point were to be an 
obstruction to union ? Might not any one now say with 
perfect honour and; what is of more importance (if 'they are 
not identical), jmrfect satisfaction to his own conscience, 1 
will not so far set up my own judgment on one isolated 
measure against that of a whole administration, to such an 
extent as to preclude me from co-operation with them at a 
critical period.” This, of course, assumes general accordance 
of sentiment on the great outlines of public -policy.’ Wise 

1 Sibtliorp asked Peel in the H. but if P. would dissolve he would 
of C. when Gladstone and Lincoln welcome Gladstone to Lincoln— or 
would appear. Peel replied that if P. himself ; and added privately that 
S. would take the Chiltern Hundreds, he would give P. -or G. best bottle 
G. should stand against him. S. of wine in his cellar if he would come 
retorted that the Chiltern Hundreds to Lincoln and fight him fairly.— 
is a place under government, and he Lord Broughton’s Diaries. 
would never take place from Peel; 
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protection in particular. They assured the country gentle- Cl 
men that the sacred principle of a scale was as tenderly _Z 
cherished in the new plan as in the old ; on the other hand '^ r 
the} 7 could assure the leaguers and the doubters that the 
structure of the two scales was widely different. We cannot 
wonder that honest tories who stuck to the old doctrine, 
not always rejected even by Huskisson, that a country ought 
not to be dependent on foreign supply, were mystified and 
amazed as they listened to the two rival parties disputing to 
which of them belonged the credit of originating a policy 
'that each of them had so short a time before so scornfully 
denounced. -The only difference was the difference between 
yesterday and the day before yesterday. The whigs, with 
their fixed duty, were just as open as the conservatives with 
their sliding-scale to the taunts of the Manchester school, 
when the}’’ decorated economics by high a priori declaration 
that the free importation of 'corn was not a subject for the 
deliberations of the senate, but a natural and inalienable 
law of the Creator. Rapid was the conversion. Even Lord 
Palmerston, of all people in the world, denounced the arro- 
gance and presumptuous folly of dealers in restrictive 
duties ‘ setting up their miserable legislation instead of 
* the great standing laws of nature.’ Mr. Disraeli, still 
warmly on the side of the minister, flashed upon his 
uneasy friends around him a reminder of the true pedigree 
of the dogmas of free trade. Was it not Mr. Pitt who 
first promulgated them in 1787, who saw that the loss 
of the market of the American colonies made it neces- 
sary by lowering duties to look round for new markets 
on the continent of Europe ? And was it not Fox, Burke, 
Sheridan, and the minor whig luminaries, who opposed him, 
while not a single member of his own government in the 
House of Lords was willing or able to defend him? But 
even reminiscences of Mr. Pitt, and oracular descriptions of 
Lord Shelburne as the most remarkable man of his age, 
brought little comfort to men sincerely convinced with fear 
"and trembling that free corn would destroy rent, close their 
mansions and their parks, break up their lives, and beggar 
the country. They remembered also one or two chapters of 
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was over, that the Duke of Wellington told Lord John 
that he thought Peel was tired of party and was determined 
to destroy it. After the repeal* of the corn law was safe, 
the minister was beaten on the Irish coercion bill by 
what Wellington called a ‘ blackguard combination 5 between 
the whigs and the protectionists. He resigned, and Lord 
John Russell at the head of the whigs came in. 

‘ Until three or four days before the division ' on the 
coercion bill,’ Mr. Gladstone says in a memorandum written 
at the time, e I had not the smallest idea, beyond mere 
conjecture, of the views and intentions of Sir R. Peel with 
respect to himself or to his government. Only we had 
been governed in all questions, so far as I knew, by the 
determination to cany the corn bill and to let no collateral 
circumstance interfere with that main purpose. ... He 
sent round a memorandum some days before the division 
arguing for resignation against dissolution. There was also 
a correspondence between the Duke of Wellington and him. 
The duke argued for holding our ground and dissolving. 
But when we met in cabinet on Friday the 26th of June, not 
an opposing voice was raised. It was the shortest cabinet I 
ever knew. Peel himself uttered two or three introductory 
sentences. He then said that he was convinced that the 
formation of a conservative party was impossible while he 
continued in office. That he had made up his mind to 
resign. That* he strongly advised the resignation of the 
entire government. Some declared their assent. Hone 
objected; and when he asked whether it was unanimous, 
there was no voice in the negative.’ ‘This was simply/' 
as Mr. Gladstone added in later notes, ‘ because he had very _ 
distinctly and positively stated his own resolution to resign. 
It amounted therefore to this, — no one proposed to go on 
without him.’ One other note of Mr. Gladstone’s on this 
grave decision is worth quoting : — 

I must put into words the opinion which I silently formed in 
my room at the colonial office in June 1846, when I got the circu- 
lation box with Peel’s own memorandum not only arguing in 
favour of resignation but intimating his own intention to resign, 
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Tlie tariff operations of 1842 worked no swift social c 

miracle. General stagnation still prevailed. Capital was 

a drug in the market, but food was comparatively cheap . 1 A 
Stocks were light, and there was very little false credit. 

In spite of all these favouring conditions, Mr. Gladstone 
(March 20, 1843) had to report to his chief that ‘the 
deadness of foreign demand keeps our commerce in a 
state of prolonged paralysis.’ ' Cobden had not even yet 
convinced them that .the true way to quicken foreign demand 
was to open the ports to that foreign supply, with which 
they paid us for what they bought from us. Mr. Gladstone 
saw no further than the desire of making specific arrange- 
ment with other countries for reciprocal reductions of 
import duties. 

In one of his autobiographic notes (1897) Mr. Gladstone 
describes the short and sharp parliamentary crisis in 1844 
brought about by the question of the sugar duties, but this 
may perhaps be relegated to an appendix . 2 

Y 

From 1841 to 1844" Mr. Gladstone’s department was 
engaged in other matters lying beyond the main stream of 
effort. ‘We were anxiously and eagerly endeavouring to 
make tariff 'treaties with many foreign countries. Austria, I 
think, may have been included, but I recollect especially 
France, Prussia, Portugal, and I believe Spain. And the 
state of our tariff, even after the law of 1842, was then such 
as to supply us with plenty of material for liberal offers. 
Notwithstanding this, we failed in every case. I doubt 
whether we advanced the cause of free trade by a single inch.’ 

The question of the prohibition against the export of 
machinery came before him. The custom-house authorities 
pronounced it ineffective, and recommended its removal. 

A parliamentary committee in 1841 had reported in favour 
of entire freedom. The machine makers, of course, were 
active, and the general manufacturers off the country, except- 

1 The average price of wheat per shillings, a lower average than for 
quarter in 1841 was 64 shillings, in any year until 1S49. 

1842, 57 shillings, and in 1848, 50 - See Appendix. 
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£ and we had some conversation, first on colonial matters. Then 

— » he said, ‘Well, I think our friend Peel went rather far last night 
about Cobden, did he not ? ’ I stated to him my very deep regret 
on reading that passage (as well as what followed about the 
monopolists), and that, not for its impolicy but for its injustice. 
All that he said was true, but he did not say ’the whole truth ; 
and the effect of the whole, as a whole, was therefore untrue. 
Mr. Cobden has throughout argued the corn question on the 
principle of holding up the landlords of England to the people, as 
plunderers and as knaves for maintaining the corn law to save 
their rents, and as fools because it was not necessary for that 
purpose. This was passed by, while he was praised for sincerity, 
eloquence, indefatigable zeal. 

On Thursday the 2nd I saw Lord Aberdeen. He agreed in 
the general regret at the tone of that part of the speech. He 
said he feared it was designed with a view to its effects, for the 
purpose of making it impossible that Peel should ever again be 
placed in connection with the conservative party as a party. He 
said that Peel had absolutely made up his mind never again to lead 
it, never again to enter office ; that he had indeed made up his 
mind, at one time, to quit parliament, but that probably on the 
Queen’s account, and in deference to her wishes, he had abandoned 
this part of his intentions. But that he ,was fixed in the idea to 
maintain his independent and separate position, taking part in 
public questions as his views of public interests might from time 
to time seem to require. I represented that this for him, and in 
the House of Commons, was an intention absolutely impossible 
to fulfil ; that with his greatness he could not remain there over- 
shadowing and eclipsing all governments, and yet have to do 
with no governments ; that acts cannot for such a man be 
isolated, they must be in series, and his view of public affairs 
must coincide with one body of men rather than another, and 
that the attraction must place him in relations with them. Lord 
Aberdeen said that Earl Spencer in his later days was Sir R. Peel s 
ideal, — rare appearances for serious purposes, and without com- 
promise generally to the independence of his personal habits. I 
put it that this was possible in the House" of Lords, but only 
there. . . . On Saturday I saw him again as he came from the 
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South Sea bubble. Meanwhile, Mr. Gladstone’s Railway < 
Act of 1844, besides a number of working regulations for the 
day, laid down two principles of the widest range : reserving ^ 
to the state the full right of intervention in the concerns of 
the railway companies, and giving to the state the option to 
purchase a line at the end of a certain term at twenty-five 
years’ purchase of the divisible profits. 1 

It was during these years of labour under Peel that he first 
acquired principles of administrative and parliamentary 
practice that afterward stood him in good stead : on no 
account to try to deal with a question before it is ripe ; never 
to go the length of submitting a difference between two 
departments to the prime minister before the case is ex- 
hausted and complete; never to press a proposal forward 
beyond the particular stage at which it has arrived. Pure 
commonplaces if ,we will, but they are not all of them easy 
to learn. We cannot forget that Peel and Mr. Gladstone 
were in. the strict line of political succession. They were 
alike in social origin and academic antecedents. They started 
from the same point of view as to the great organs of national 
life, the monarchy, the territorial peerage and the commons, 
the church, the universities. They showed the same clear 
knowledge that it was not by its decorative parts, or what 
Burke styled ‘solemn plausibilities,’ that the community 
derived its strength ; but that it rested for its real founda- 
tions on its manufactures, its commerce, and its credit. 
Even in the lesser things, in reading Sir Robert Peel’s 
letters, those who in later years served under Mr. Gladstone j 
can recognise the school to which he went for the methods, \ 
the habits of mind, the practices of business, and even the : 
phrases which he employed when his own time came to - 
assume the direction of public affairs, the surmounting of 1 
administrative difficulties, the piloting of complex measures, 1 
and the handling of troublesome persons. 

1 Wordsworth wrote (Oct. 15, 1S44) The sixth line, by the way, is a 
to implore him to direct special atten- variant from the version in the books : 
tion to the desecrating project of a ‘And must he too his old delights 
railway from Iveudal to the head of disown.’ — Knight’s Wordsworth (1S96 
Windermere, and enclosed a sonnet, edition), viii. 166. 
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of the conservative body resumed. I told him, in the first place, 
_> that I felt some difficulty in answering him in my state of total 
ignorance, so far as direct communication is concerned, of Sir 
R- Peel’s knowledge and intentions; that on Tuesday I had seen 
him on colonial matters, and had talked on the probable intentions 
of the new government as to the sugar duties, but that I did not 
like to ask what he did not seem to -wish to tell, and that I did not 
obtain the smallest inkling of light as to his intentions in respect 
to that very matter now immediately pending. He observed 
it was a pity Sir R. Peel was so uncommunicative ; but that after 
having been so long connected with him, he would certainly be 
very unwilling to do anything disagreeable to him ; still, if I 
and others thought fit, he was ready to do what he could towards 
putting the party together again. I then replied that I thought, 
so far as extinguishing the animosities which had been raised in 
connection with the corn law was concerned, I could not doubt its 
propriety, that I thought we were bound to give a fair trial to 
the government, and not to assume beforehand an air of opposition, 
and that if so much of confidence is due to them, much more is 
it due towards friends from whom we have differed on the single ~ 
question of free trade, that our confidence should be reposed in 
them. That I thought, however, that in any case, before acting 
together as a party, we ought to consider well the outline of our 
further course, particularly with reference to Irish questions and 
the church there, as I was of opinion that it was very doubtful 
whether we had now a justification for opposing any change 
■with respect to it, meaning as to the property. He said with his 
accustomed facility, ' Ah yes, it will require to be considered what 
course we shall take.’ 1 

I met Lord -Aberdeen the same afternoon in Bond Street, and 
told him the substance of this conversation. He said, c It is stated 
that Lord G. Bentinck is to resign, and that they are to have 
you.’ That, I replied, was quite new to me. The (late) chancellor 
had simply said, when I - pointed out that the difficulties lay in 
the House of Commons, that it was true, and that my being there 
would make the way more open. I confess I am very doubtful 
of that, and much disposed to believe that I am regretted, as 
1 See Life of Lord Lyndhurst, by Lord Campbell, p. 163. 
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government.’ ‘ He explained that he did not know whether Cl 

the feeling among Goulburn’s constituents [the university v 

of Cambridge] might not be too strong for him ; that in - E 
Scotland, as he expected, there would be a great opposition ; 
and he seemed to think that from the church also there 
might be great resistance, and he said the proceedings 
in the diocese of Exeter showed a very sensitive state of 
the public mind.’ During the whole of 1844 the project 
simmered. At a very early moment Mr. Gladstone grew 
uneasy. He did not condemn the policy in itself, but what- 
ever else might be said, it was in direct antagonism to the 
principle elaborately expounded by him only six years before, 
as the sacred rule and obligation between a Christian state 
and Christian churches. He had marked any departure 
from that rule as a . sign of social declension, as a descent 
- from a higher state of society to a lower, as a note in the 
ebb and flow of national life. Was it not inevitable, then, 
that his official participation in the extension of the public 
endowment of Maynooth would henceforth give to every 
one the right to say of him, ‘ That man cannot be trusted ’ ? 

He was not indeed committed, by anything that he had 
written, to the extravagant position that the peace of society 
should be hazarded because it could no longer restore its 
ancient theories of religion ; but was he not right in holding 
it indispensable that any vote or further declaration from 
him on these matters should be given under circumstances 
free from all just suspicions of his disinterestedness and 
honesty ? 1 

In view of these approaching difficulties upon Maynooth, 
on July 12 he made a truly singular tender to the head of 
the government. He knew Peel to be disposed to entertain 
the question' of a renewal of the public relations with the 
papal court at Rome, first to be opened by indirect com- 
munications through the British envoy at Florence or 
Naples. ‘What I have to say,’ Mr. Gladstone now wrote 
to the prime minister, ‘ is that if you and Lord Aberdeen 
should think fit to appoint me to Florence or Naples, and 

1 The letters from Mr. Gladstone Mr. Parker, Peel, iii. pp. 160, 163, 
to Peel on this topic are given by 166. 
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£ lively and my position in some respects different. He replied, 
— ' 1 Your position is quite different. You are free to take any course 
you please with perfect honour . 5 I told him of Lord Lyndhurst’s 
visit and the purport of his conversation, of the meaning of the 
junction on the opposition bench in the Lords, and of what we had 
said of the difficulties in the Commons. He said, ‘ My resentment 
• is not against the new government, but against the seventy-three 
conservative’members of parliament who displaced the late govern- 
ment by a factious vote ; nearly all of them believed the bill to 
be necessary for Ireland ; and they knew that our removal was 
not desired by the crown, not desired by the coiintry. I find no 
fault with the new ministers, they are fairly in possession of 
power — but with those gentlemen I can never unite . 5 Later, 
however, in the evening he relented somewhat, and said he must 
admit that what they did was done under great provocation ; that 
it was no wonder they regarded themselves as betrayed ; and that 
unfortunately it had been the fate of Sir R. Peel to perform a 
similar opei’ation twice. . . . 

Graham dwelt with fondness and with pain on Lord Stanley ; 
said he had very great qualities — that his speech on the corn law, 
consisting as it did simply of old fallacies though in new dress, 
Avas a magnificent speech, one of his greatest and happiest efforts — 
that all his conduct in the public eye had been perfectly free from 
exception ; that he feared, hoAvever, he had been much in Lord Geo. 
Bentinck’s counsels, and had concurred in much more than he had 
himself done, and had aided in marking out the course taken 
in the House of Commons. He had called on Lord Stanley 
several times but had never been able to see him, he trusted 
through accident, but seemed to doubt. ' / 

On the Cobden eulogy, though he did not defend it outright by 
any means, he said, ‘ Do you think if Cobden had not existed the 
repeal of the corn laAv Avould have been carried at this moment 1 
I said very probably not, that he had added greatly to the 
force of the movement and accelerated its issue, that I admitted 
the truth of every word that Peel had uttered, but complained of 
its omissions, of its spirit toA\ 7 ards his OAvn friends, of its false 
moral effect, as Avell as -and much more than of its mere impolicy. 1 

1 Six years later {Nov. 26, 18o2), mons said of Cobden, with words of 
Mr. Gladstone in the House of Com- characteristic qualification : ‘Agree 
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the discussion, the Roman catholic religious education. That 
comes on Monday. My mind does not waver ; pray for me, v. 
that I may do right. I have an appointment with Peel to- 
morrow, and I rather think he means to say something to me on 
the question. 

Nov. 23. — You will see that whatever turns up, I am sure to be 
in the wrong. An invitation to Windsor for us came this morning, 
and I am. sorry to say one including Sunday — Nov. 30 to Dec. 2. 

I have had a long battle with Peel on the matters of my office ; not 
another, syllable. So far as it goes this tends to make me think 
he does not calculate on any change in me ; yet on the whole I 
lean the other way. Manning comes up on. Monday. 

Nov. 25. — Events travel fast and not slow. My opinion is that 
I shall be out on Friday evening. We have discussed Maynooth 
to-day. An intermediate letter which Sir James Graham has to 
write to Ireland for information causes thus much of delay. I 
have told them that if I go, I shall go on the ground of what is 
required by my personal character, and not because my mind is 
made up that the course .which they propose can be avoided, far 
less because I consider myself bound to resist it. I had the process 
of this declaration to “repeat. I think they were prepared for it, 
but they would not assume that it was to be, and rather proceeded 
as if I had never said a word- before upon the subject. It was 
painful, but not so painful as the last time, and by an effort I had 
altogether prevented my mind from brooding upon it beforehand. 
At this moment (6{) I am sure they are talking about it over the 
way. I am going to dine with Sir R. Peel. Under these circum- 
stances the Windsor visit will be strange enough ! In the mean- 
time my father writes to me most urgently, desiring me to come 
to Liverpool. I hope for some further light from him on Wednesday 
morning. . . . 

Nov. 26. — I have no more light to throw upon the matters which 
I mentioned yesterday. The dinner at Peel’s went off as well as 
could be expected ; I did not sit near him. Lord Aberdeen was 
with me to-day, and said very kindly it must be prevented. But 
I think it cannot, and friendly efforts to prolong the day only 
aggravate the pain. Manning was with me all this morning ; he 
is well, and is to come back to-morrow. 
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brought the little people through the corridor yesterday after 
luncheon, where they behaved very well, and she made them come 
and shake hands with me. The Prince of Wales has a very good 
countenance ; the baby I should call a very fine child indeed. 
The Queen said, After your own you must think them dwarfs • but 
I answered that I did not think the Princess Boyal short as com- 
pared with Willy. We had more cards last evening ; Lady — — 
made more blunders and was laughed at as usual. . . . 

Jan. 13. — I think there will certainly be at least one cabinet 
more in the end of the week. My position is what would 
^commonly be called uncomfortable. I do not know how long the 
Maynooth matter may be held *over. I may remain a couple of 
months, or only a week — may go at any time at twenty-four hours’ 
‘ notice. I think on the whole it is an even chance whether I go 
befoi'e or after the meeting of parliament, so that I am unfeignedly 
put to 'obey the precept of our Lord, ‘ Take no thought for the 
morrow ; the morrow will take thought for the things of itself.’ 
I am sorry that' a part of the inconvenience falls on your innocent 
head. I need not tell you the irksomeness of business is much 
increased, and one’s purposes unmanned by this” indefiniteness. 
Still, having very important matters in preparation, I must not 
give any signs of inattention or indifference. 

Cabinet Boom, Jan. 14. — I have no news to give you about myself, 
but continue to be quite in the dark. There is a certain Maynooth 
bill in preparation, and when that appears for decision my time 
will probably have come, but I am quite' ignorant when it will be 
forthcoming. I am to be with Peel to-morrow morning, but I 
think on board of trade business only. Graham has just told us 
that the draft of the Maynooth bill will be ready on Saturday ■ 
but it cannot, I think, be considered before the middle of next week 
at the earliest. 

Jan. 15. — The nerves are a little unruly on a day like this 
between (official) life and death ; so much of feeling mixes with 
the more abstract question, which would be easily disposed of if it 
stood alone. {Diary.) 

It was February 3 before Mr. Gladstone wrote his last note 
from his desk at the board of trade, thanking the prime 
minister for a thousand acts of kindness which he trusted 
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According to what is perhaps a questionable usage, Lord 
John Russell invited the retiring minister to explain his 
secession from office to the House. In the suspicion, dis- 
traction, tension that marked that ominous hour in the 
history of English party, people insisted that the resignation 
of the head 'of the department of trade must be due to 
divergence of judgment upon protection. The prime 
minister, while expressing in- terms of real feeling his 
admiration for Mr. Gladstone’s character and ability, and 
his high regard for his colleague’s private qualities, thought 
well to restate that the resignation came from no question 
of commercial policy. ‘ For three years,’ he went on, ‘ I have 
been closely connected with Mr. Gladstone in the introduction 
of measures relating to the financial policy of the country, 
and I feel it my duty openly to avow that it seems almost 
impossible that two public men, acting together so long, 
should have had so little divergence in their opinions upon 
such questions.’ If anybody- found fault with Mr. Gladstone 
for not resigning earlier, the prime minister was himself 
responsible : ‘ I was unwilling to lose until the latest moment 
the advantages I derived from one whom I consider capable 
of the highest and most eminent services.’ 1 


1 In the course of May, 1845, Peel 
made some remarks on resignations, 
of which Mr. Gladstone thought the 
report wortli preserving : — * I admit 
that there may be many occasions 
when it would be the duty of a pub- 
lic man to retire from office, rather 
than propose measures which are con- 
trary to the principles he has here- 
tofore supported. I think that the 
propriety of his taking that course 
will mainly depend upon the effect 
which his retirement will have upon 
the success of that public measure, 
M hich he believes to be necessary for 
the good of his country. I think it 
was perfectly honourable, perfectly 
just, in my right honourable friend 
the late president of the board of 
trade to relinquish office. The lion, 
gentleman thinks I ought to have 
pursued the same course in 1S29. 
That was precisely the course I wished 
to pursue — it was precisely the course 
which I intended to pursue. Until 
within a mouth of the period when 


I consented to bring forward the 
measure for the relief of the Roman 
catholics, I did contemplate ^retiring 
from office — not because I shrank 
from the responsibility of proposing 
that measure — not from the fear of 
being charged with inconsistency — 
not because I was not prepared to 
make the painful sacrifice of private 
friendships and political connections, 
but because I believed that my re- 
tirement from office would promote 
the success of the measure. I thought 
that I should more efficiently assist 
my noble friend in carrying that 
pleasure if I retired from office, and 
gave the measure my cordial suppoit 
in a private capacity. I changed my 
opinion when it was demonstrated to 
me that there was a necessity for 
sacrificing my own feelings by retain- 
ing office — when it was shown to me 
that, however humble my abilities, 
yet, considering the station which I 
occupied, my retiring from office 
would render the carrying of that 
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to the fatal character and consequences of the Act of 1829 ; 
and wished that his advice had then been taken, which was c_ 
that the Duke of Cumberland should be sent as lord 
lieutenant to Ireland with thirty-thousand men. * As that 
good and very kind man spoke the words,’ Mr. Gladstone 
says, ‘ my blood ran cold, and he too had helped me onwards 
in the path before me.’ William Palmer wrote that the 
grant to Maynooth was the sin of 1829 over again, and 
- would bring with- it the same destruction of the conserva- 
tive party. Lord Winchilsea, one of his patrons at Newark, 
protested against anjffhing that savoured of the national 
endowment of Romanism. Mr. Disraeli was reported as 
saying that with his resignation on Maynooth Mr. Glad- 
stone’s career was over. 

The rough verdict pronounced his act a piece of political 
prudery. One journalistic wag observed, ‘A lady’s footman 
"jumped off the Great Western train, going forty miles an 
hour, merely to pick up his hat. Pretty much like this act, 
so disproportional to the occasion, is Mr. Gladstone’s leap out 
of the ministry to follow his book.’ When the time came he 
voted for the second reading of the Maynooth bill (April 11) 
with remarkable emphasis. * I am prepared, in opposition to 
what I believe to be the prevailing opinion of the people of 
England and of Scotland, in opposition to the judgment of 
my own constituents, from whom I greatly regret to differ, 
and in opposition to my own deeply cherished predilec- 
tions, to give a deliberate and even anxious support to the 
measure.’ 

The ‘ dreamer and the schoolman ’ meanwhile had left 
' behind him a towering monument of hard and strenuous 
labour in the shape of that second and greater reform 
of the tariff, in which, besides the removal of the export 
duty on coal and less serious commodities, no fewer 
than four hundred and thirty articles were swept altogether 
away from the list of the customs officer. Glass was 
freed from an excise amounting to twice or thrice the 
value of the article, and the whole figure of remission was 
nearly three times as large as the corresponding figure in the 
, bold operations of 1842. Whether the budget of 1842 or that 
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more called liis cabinet together, invited them to support C 

him in settling the question, and' as they would not all* 

assent, resigned ; how Lord J ohn tried to form a government A ' 
and failed ; and how Sir Robert again became first minister 
of the crown, but not bringing all his colleagues back with 
him. ‘I think/ said Mr. Gladstone in later days, ‘he 
expected to carry the repeal of the corn law without break- 
ing up his party, but meant at all hazard to carry it.’ 

Peel’s conduct in 1846, Lord Aberdeen said to a friend ten 
years later, was very noble. With the exception of Graham and 
myself, his whole cabinet was against him. Lyndhurst, Goulburn, 
and Stanley were almost violent in their resistance. Still more 
opposed to him, if it were possible, was the Duke of Wellington. 

To break up the cabinet was an act of great courage. To resume 
office when Lord John had failed in constructing one, was still 
more courageous. He said to .the Queen : 1 1 am ready to kiss 
hands as your minister to-night. I believe I can collect a ministry 
which will last long enough to carry free trade, and I am ready to 
make the attempt.’ When he said this there were only two men 
on whom he could rely. One of the first to join him was Welling- 
ton. £ The Queen’s government,’ he said, ‘ must be carried on. 

We have done all that we could for the landed interest. Now we 
must do all that we can for the Queen.’ 1 

On one of the days of this startling December, Mr. 
Gladstone writes to liis father: ‘If Peel determines to 
form a government, and if he sends for me (a compound 
uncertainty), I cannot judge what to do until I know much 
more than at present of the Irish case. It is there if any- 
where that he must find his justification ; there if anywhere 
that one returned to parliament as I am, can honestly find 
reason for-departing at this time from the present corn law.’ 
Two other letters of Mr. Gladstone’s show us more fully 
why he followed Peel instead of joining the dissentients, of 
whom the most important was Lord Stanley. The first of 
these was written to his father four and a half years later : — 

6 Ccnlton Gardens, June 30, 1849. — As respects my ‘having made 

1 Lord Aberdeen to Senior Sept. ISoG. Mrs. Simpson's 3Iaiiy Memories, 
p 233. ' 
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That is to say, what he proposed to his cabinet early in C 

December was not the total and immediate repeal to which v 

he was led by events before the end of the month. A 

li 

The acceptance of office vacated the seat at Newark, and 
Mr. Gladstone declined to offer himself again as a candidate. 

He had been member for Newark for thirteen years, and 
had been five times elected. So ended his connection with 
the first of the five constituencies that in his course he repre- 
sented. ‘ I part from- my constituents/ he tells his father, 

‘ with deep regret. Though I took office under circumstances 
"'which might reasonably arouse the jealousy of my, friends, an 
agricultural constituency, the great majority of my committee 
were prepared to support me, and took action and strong 
measures in my favour.’ ‘ My deep obligation,’ he says, ‘ to 
the Duke of Newcastle for the great benefit he conferred 
upon me, not only by his unbroken support, but, far above 
all, by his original introduction of me to the constituency, 
made it my duty at once to decline some overtures made to 
me for the support of my re-election, so it only remained to 
seek a seat elsewhere.’ Some faint hopes were entertained 
by Mr. Gladstone’s friends that the duke might allow him 
to sit for the rest of the parliament, but the duke was not 
the man to make concessions to a betrayer of the territorial 
interest. Mr. Gladstone^ too, we must not forget, was still 
and for many years to come, a tory. When it was suggested 
that he might stand for North Notts, he wrote to Lord 
Lincoln : — £ It is not for one of my political opinions without 
an extreme necessity to stand upon the basis of democratic 
or popular feeling against the local proprietary : for you who 
are placed in the soil the case is very different.’ 

Soon after the session of 1846 began, it became known 
that the protectionist petition against the Peelite or 
liberal sitting member for Wigan was likely to succeed 
in unseating him. £ Proposals were made to me to succeed 
him, which were held to be eligible. I even wrote my 
address; on a certain day, I was going down by the mail 
train. But it was an object for our opponents to keep a 
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words and sound, that might prevent some of the worst CJ 

mistakes of some of the best men. 

M 

III 

This memorable session of 1846 was not a session of 
argument, but of lobby computations. The case had been 
argued to the dregs, the conclusion was fixed, and all 
interest was centred in the play of forces, the working of - 
high motives and low, the balance of parties, the secret 
ambitions and antagonism of persons. Mr. Gladstone there- 
fore was not in the shaping of the parliamentary result 
seriously missed, as he had been missed in 1845. ‘ It soon 

became evident/ says a leading whig in his journal of the 
time, 4 that Peel had very much over-rated his strength. 
Even the expectation of December that he could have 
carried with him enough of his own followers to enable 
Lord John, if that statesman had contrived to form a govern- 
ment, to pass the repeal of the corn law, was perceived to 
have been groundless, when the formidable number of the 
protectionist dissentients appeared. So many even of those 
who remained with Peel avowed that they disapproved of 
the measure, and only voted in its favour for the purpose of 
supporting Peel’s government.’ 1 The tyranny of the accom- 
plished fact obscures one’s sense of the danger that Peel’s 
high courage averted. It is not certain that Lord J ohn as 
head of a government could have carried the whole body of 
whigs for total and immediate repeal, Lord Lansdowne and 
Palmerston openly stating their preference for a fixed duty, 
..and not a few of the smaller men cursing the precipitancy 
of the Edinburgh letter. It is certain, as is intimated above, 
that Peel could not have carried over to him the whole of 
the 112 men who voted for repeal solefy because it was his 
measure. In the course of this session Sir J ohn Hobliouse 
met Mr. Disraeli at an evening party, and expressed a fear 
lest Peel having broken up one party would also be the 
means of breaking up the other. 'That, you may depend 
upon it, he will,’ replied Disraeli, 4 or an} r other party that he 
has anything to do with.’ It was not long after this, when all 

■ 1 Halifax Papers. 
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and with the Duke of Wellington’s in the opposite sense. The C 

duke, in my opinion, was right' and Peel wrong, but he had 

borne the brunt of battle already beyond the measure of human ^ 

strength, and who can wonder that his heart and soul as well as 

his physical organization needed rest 1 1 

* v 

In announcing his retirement to the House (June 29), 

Peel passed a magnanimous and magnificent eulogium 
on Cobden. 2 Strange to say, the panegyric gave much 
offence, and among others to Mr. Gladstone. The next day 
he entered in his diary : — 

Much comment is made upon Peel’s declaration about Cobden 
last night. My objection to it is that it did not do full justice. 
Por if his power of discussion has been great and his end good, 
his tone has been most harsh and his imputation of bad and vile 
motives to honourable men incessant. I do not think the thing 
was done in a manner altogether worthy of Peel’s mind. But he, 
like some smaller men, is, I think, very sensible of the sweetness 
of the cheers of opponents. 

He describes himself at the time as ‘ grieved and hurt ’ at 
these closing sentences ; and even a year later, in answer to 
some inquiry from his father, who still remained protection- 
ist, he wrote: ‘July 1, ’47. — I do not know anything about . 
Peel’s having repented of his speech about Cobden; but 
I hope that he has seen the great objection to which it 
is, as I think, fairly open.’ Some of his oavu men who 
voted for Peel declared that after this speech they bitterly 
repented. 

The suspected personal significance of the Cobden 
panegyric is described in a memorandum written by Mr. 
Gladstone a few days later (July 12) : — 

A day or two afterwards I met Lord Stanley crossing the park, 

1 Cobden also wrote to Peel strongly from pure and disinterested motives, 
urging him to hold on, and Peel re- has advocated their cause with un- 
plied with an effective defence of his tiring energy, and by appeals to reason 
own view. Lif e of Cobden, i. chap. IS. expressed by an eloquence the more 

2 ‘There is a name that ought to be to^ be admired because it was un- 
associated with the success of these affected and unadorned — the name 
measures ; it is not the name of Lord which ought to be associated with 
John Russell, neither is it my name, the success of these measures is the 
Sir, the name which ought to be, and name of Richard Cobden. Without 
"dll be, associated with these mea- scruple, Sir, I attribute the success 
sures is the name of a man who, acting of these measures to him.’ 
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palace. He represented that the Queen was sorely grieved at this 
change ; which indeed I had already heard from Catherine through 
Lady Lyttelton, but this showed that it continued. And again on 
Monday we heard through Lady Lyttelton that the Queen said 
it was a comfort to think that the work of that day would soon 
be over. It appears too that she spoke of the kindness she had 
received from her late ministers • and that the Prince’s sentiments 
are quite as decided. 

On Monday we delivered up the seals at our several audiences. 
Her Majesty said simply but very kindly to me, f I am’ very 
sorry to receive them from you.’ I thanked her for my father’s 
baronetcy, and apologised for his not coming to court. She had 
her glove half off, which made me think I was to kiss hands ■ but 
she simply bowed and retired. Her eyes told tales, but she smiled 
and put .on a cheerful countenance. It was in fact the 1st of 
September 1841 over again as to feelings ; but this time with 
more mature judgment and longer experience. Lord Aberdeen 
and Sir J. Graham kissed hands, but this was by favour. 

The same night I saw Sidney Herbert at Lady Pembroke’s. He 
gave me in great part the same view of Sir R. Peel’s speech, 
himself holding the same opinion with Lord Aberdeen. But he 
thought that Peel’s natural temper, which he said is very 
violent though usually under thorough discipline, broke out and 
coloured that part of the speech, but that the end in view was- to 
cut off all possibility.of reunion. He referred to a late conversation 
with Peel, in which Peel had intimated his intention of remaining 
in parliament and acting for himself without party, to which 
Herbert replied that he knew of no minister who had done so 
except Lord Bute, a bad precedent. Peel rejoined ‘ Lord Grenville,’ 
showing that his mind had been at work upon the subject. He had 
heard him not long ago discussing his position with Lord Aberdeen 
and Sir James Graham, when he said, putting his hand up to the 
side of his head, ‘ Ah ! you do not know what I suffer here.’ 

Yesterday Lord Lyndhurst called on me. . . . He proceeded 
to ask me what I thought with respect to our political course. 
He said he conceived that the quarrel was a bygone quarrel, 
that the animosities attending it ought now to be forgotten, and 
the old relations of amity and confidence among the membei’s 
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things and persons absent often are, in comparison with the Cl 

present. At dinner I sat between Graham and Jocelyn. The v 

latter observed particularly on the absence from Sir E. Peel’s 
speech of any acknowledgment towards his supporters and, his 
colleagues. These last, however, are named. Jocelyn said the 
new government were much divided. . . . Jocelyn believes that 
Lord Palmerston will not.be very long in union with this cabinet. 

With Sir J. Graham I had much interesting conversation. I 
told him, I thought it but fair to mention to him the regret and 
blame which I found to have been elicited from all persons whom 
I saw and conversed with, by the passage relating to Cobden. He 
said he believed it was the same on all hands ; and that the new 
government in particular were most indignant at it. He feared 
that it was deliberately preconceived and for the purpose ; and 
went on to repeat what Lord Aberdeen had told me, that Sir E. 

Peel had been within an ace of quitting parliament, and was 
determined to abjure party and stand aloof for ever, and never 
resume office. I replied as before, -that in the House of Commons 
it was impossible. He went on to sketch the same kind of future 
for himself. He was weary of labour at thirteen or fourteen hours 
a day, and of the intolerable abuse to which he. was obliged to 
submit ; but his habits were formed in the House of Commons and 
for -it, and he was desirous to continue there as an independent 
gentleman, taking part from time to time in public business as he 
might find occasion, and giving his leisure to his family and to 
books. I said, ‘ Are you not building houses of cards 1 Do you 
conceive that men who have played a great part, who have swayed 
the great moving forces of the state, who have led the House of 
Commons and given the tone to public policy, can at their will 
remain there, but renounce. the consequences of their remaining, 
and refuse to fulfil what must fall to them in some contingency of 
public affaii-s 1 The country will demand that they who are the ablest 
shall not stand by inactive.’ He said Sir Eobert Peel had all but 
given up his seat. I answered that would at any rate have made 
his resolution a practicable one. 

He said, ‘ You can have no conception of what the virulence is 
against Peel and me.’ I said, No ; that from having been out of 
^parliament during these debates my sense of these things was less 
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IV 

Still more interesting is an interview with the fallen 
minister himself, written ten days after it took place : — 

July 24 — On Monday the 13th I visited Sir R. Peel, and found 
him in his dressing-room laid up with a cut in one of his feet. My 
immediate purpose was to let him know the accounts from New 
Zealand which Lord Grey had communicated to me. . . . How- 
ever /led on from subject to subject, for I thought it my duty not 
to quit town, at the, end possibly of my political connection with 
Sir R. Peel, that is if he determined to individualise himself, 
without giving the opportunity at least for free communication. 
Though he opened nothing, yet he followed unreluctantly. I said 
the government appeared to show signs of internal discord or 
weakness. He said, Yes ; related that Lord John did not mean to 
include Lord Grey, that he sent Sir G. Grey and C. Wood to 
propitiate him, that Lord Grey was not only not hostile but 
volunteered his services. At last I broke the ice and said, ‘ You 
have seen Lord Lyndhurst.’ He said, ‘Yes.’ I mentioned the 
substance of my interview with Lord Lyndhurst, and also what I 
had heard from Goulburn of his. He said, ‘ I am hors de combat. I 
said to him, ‘ Is that possible ? Whatever your present inten- 
tions may be, can it be done 1 7 He said he had been twice prime 
minister, and nothing should induce him again to take part in 
the formation of a government ; the labour and anxiety were too 
great ; and he repeated more than once emphatically with regard 
to the work of his post, ‘ No one in the least degree knows what 
it is. I have told the Queen that I part from her with the deepest 
sentiments of gratitude and attachment ; but that there is one 
thing she must not ask of me, and that is to place myself again 
in the same position. 7 Then he spoke of the immense accumula- 
tion. ‘ There is the whole correspondence with the Queen, several 
times a day, and all requiring to be in my own hand, and to be 
carefully done ; the whole correspondence with peers and members 

you may in liis general politics, or you impossible for us to deny that those 
may not; complain you may, if you benefits of which we are now acknow- 
tliink yoxi have cause, of the mode ledging the existence are, in no small 
and force with which in the freedom part at any rate, due to the labours 
of debate he commonly states his in which he has borne so prominent 
opinions in this House. But it is a share . 5 
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Four days later (October 12) the minister repeated, that 
■while elements of wide difference existed, still the appear- v. 
ancc of that day was more favourable and tended to mutual 
agreement. At this cabinet Mr. Gladstone was not present, 
having gone on an expedition to Manchester, the first of the 
many triumphal visits of his life to the great industrial 
centres of the nation. * Nothing,’ he wrote to Lord Aber- 
deen, ‘could have gone off better. Yesterday (October 11), 

I had to make a visit to the Exchange, which was crammed 
and most cordial. This morning we had first the “ inaugur- 
ation ” of the Feel statue, in tho presence of an enormous 
audience — misnamed so, inasmuch as but a portion of them 
could hear ; and then a meeting in the Town Hall, where 
there were addresses and speeches made, to which I had to 
reply. I found the feeling of the assemblage so friendly 
that I said more on the war question than I had intended, 
but I sincerely hope I did not transgress the limits you 
would think it wise for me to observe. The existence of a 
peace and a war party was evident, from alternate manifesta- 
tions, but I think the former feeling was decidedly the 
stronger, and at any rate I should say without the smallest 
doubt that the feeling of the whole meeting as a mass was 
unequivocally favourable to the course that the government 
have pursued.’ 

‘ Your Manchester speech,’ Lord Aberdeen wrote to him 
in reply, ‘has produced a great and, I hope, a very beneficial 
effect upon the public mind, and it has much promoted the 
cause of peace.’ This result was extremely doubtful. The 
language of the Manchester speech is cloud)’, but what it 
comes to is this. It recognises the duty of maintaining the 
integrity and independence of the Ottoman empire. Inde- 
pendence, however, in this case, says Mr. Gladstone, designates 
a sovereignty full of anomaly, of misery, of difficulty, and it 
has been subject every few years since we were born to 
European discussion and interference; we cannot forget 
the political solecism of Mahometans exercising despotic 
rule over twelve millions of our fellow Christians ; into the 
questions growing out of this political solecism we are not 
now entering ; what we see to-day'' is something different ; 
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IV 

On November 4, Clarendon wrote to Lord Aberdeen that 
they were now in an anomalous and painful position, and be 
bad arrived at tbe conviction that it might have been avoided 
by firm language and a more decided course five months 
ago. ‘Russia would then, as she is now, have been ready 
to come to terms, and we should Lave exercised a control 
over the Turks that is now not to be obtained.’ Nobody, 
I suppose, doubts to-day that if firmer language had been 
used in June to Sultan and Czar alike, the catastrojfhe of 
war would probably have been avoided, as Lord Clarendon 
here remorsefully reflects. However that may have been, 
this pregnant and ominous avowal disclosed the truth that 
the British cabinet were no longer their own masters ; that 
they had in a great degree, even at this early time, lost all 
that freedom of action which they constantly proclaimed 
it the rule of their policy to maintain, and which for a few 
months longer some of them at least strove very hard but 
all in vain to recover. 

The Turks were driving at war whilst we were labouring 
for peace, and both by diplomatic action and by sending the 
fleet to protect Turkish territory against Russian attack, 
we had become auxiliaries and turned the weaker of the 
two contending powers into the stronger. A few months 
afterwards Mi*. Gladstone found a classic parallel for the 
Turkish alliance. ‘When Aeneas escaped -from the flames 
of Troy he had an ally. That ally was’ his father Anchises, 
and the part which Aeneas performed in the alliance was to 
carry his ally upon his back.’ But the discovery came too 
late, nor was the Turk the only ally. Against the remon- 
strances of our ambassador the - Sultan declared war upon 
Russia, and proceeded to acts of war, well knowing that 
En gland and France in what they believed to be interests of 
their own would see him through it. If the Sultan and his 
ulemas and his pashas were one intractable factor, the 
French Emperor was another. ‘ We have just as much to 
apprehend,’ Graham wrote (Oct. 27), ‘from the active inter- 
vention of our ally as from the open hostility of our 
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government had an agent who while seeming to follow C. 
instructions in the narrow letter baffled them m then • 
spirit. In the autumn of 1853 Lord Aberdeen wrote to 
<t wt must. Tonnivnce the sanguine view I liave 


A 


Graham, ‘ X fear I must renounce the sanguine 
hitherto taken of the Eastern question; for nothing can be 
more alarming than the present prospect. I thought that 
we should have been able to conquer Stratford, but I begin 
to fear that the reverse will he the case, and that he will 
succeed in defeating us. Although at our wit’s end. Clar- 
endon and I are still labouring in the cause of peace ; but 
really to contend at once with the pride of the Emperor, 
the fanaticism of the Turks, and the dishonesty of Stratford 
is almost a hopeless attempt.’ 1 This description, when he 
saw it nearly forty years later, seems to have struck Air. 
Gladstone as harsh. Though he agreed that the passage 
could hardly be omitted, he confessed his surprise that 
Lord Aberdeen should have, applied the word dishonesty to 
Lord Stratford. He suggested the addition of a note that 
should recognise the general character of Lord Stratford, 
and should point out that prejudice and passion,-- by their 
blinding powers, often produce in the mind effects like those 
proper to dishonesty. 2 Perhaps we may find this a hard 
saying. Doubtless when he comes to praise and blame, the 
political historian must make due allowance for his actors ; 
and charity is the grandest of illuminants. Still hard ♦ -oR- 
stands first, and amiable analysis of the psyche 1 
diplomatic agent who lets loose a flood of mischi i 
kind is by no means what interests us most abc 
Why not call things by their right names ? 3 

In his private letters (November) Stratford be 11 
hibited his desire for war, and declared that f the war, 
successful; must be a very comprehensive war on the pax 
England and France.’ Well might the Queen say, to the prim 
minister that it had become a serious question whether they 
were justified in allowing Lord Stratford any longer to 
remain in a situation that enabled him to frustrate all the 
efforts of his government for peace. Yet here, as many 

^ Stanmore, Earl of Aberdeen, pp. * > To Sir A. Gordon, Ang. 31, 1892. 

See Stanmore, p. 253. 
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Erovemment had an nsrcnt who while seeming to follow Cl 
instructions in the narrow letter baffled thorn in their v — ; 
spirit. In the autumn of 1N58 Lord Aberdeen wrote to - h 
Graham, * I fear 1 must renounce the sanguine view I have 
hitherto taken of the Eastern question : for nothing can ho 
more alarming than the present prospect. 1 thought that, 
we should have been able to conquer Stratford, hut 1 begin 
to fear that the reverse will he the case, and that lie will 
succeed in defeating us. Although at our wit’s end, Clar- 
endon and I arc still labouring in the cause of peace: but. 
ready to contend at once with the pride of the Emperor, 
the fanaticism of the Turks, and the dishonest v of Stratford 
is almost a hopeless attempt,/ 1 This description, when he 
saw it nearly forty years later, seems to have struck Iflr. 
Gladstone as harsh. Though lie agreed that the passage 
could hardly be omitted, he confessed his surprise that 
Lord Aberdeen should have applied the word dishonesty to 
Lord Stratford. Ho suggested the addition of a note that, 
should recognise the general character of Lord Stratford, 
and should point out that prejudice and passion,* by their 
blinding powers, often produce in the mind effects like those 
proper to dishonesty/ Perhaps wo may find this a hard 
saying. Doubtless when he comes to praise and blame, the 
political historian must make due allowance for his actors; 
and charity is the grandest of illuminants. Still hard truth 
stands first, and amiable analysis of the psychology of a 
diplomatic agent who lets loose a flood of mischief on man- 
kind is by no means what interests us most about him. 
Why not call things by their right names ? :: 

In his private letters (November) Stratford boldl3 r ex- 
hibited his desire for war, and declared that ‘the war, to be 
successful; must he a very comprehensive war on the part of 
England and France/ Well might the Queen say, to the prime 
minister that it had become a serious question whether they 
were justified in allowing Lord Stratford any longer to 
remain in a situation that enabled him to frustrate all the 
efforts of his government for peace. Yet here, as many 

1 Stanmore, Earl of Aberdeen, pp. ' 2 To Sir A. Gordon, Aug. 31, 1892. 

270-1. 3 See Stanmore, p. 253. 
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had no secure alliance with Prussia; on the contrary, 
her German rival ' opposed her on this question, and was ^ 
incessantly canvassing the smaller states' against her in 
respect to it. The French Emperor was said to be revolving 
a plan for bribing Austria out of Northern Italy by the gift 
of Moldavia and Wallachia. ' All was intricate and tortuous. 
The view in Downing Street soon expanded to this, that 
it would be a shame to England and to France unless the 
Czar were made not only to abandon his demands, and to 
evacuate the Principalities, but also to renounce some of the 
stipulations in former treaties on which his present arrogant 
pretensions had been formed. In the future, the guarantees 
for the Christian races should be sought in a treaty not 
between Sultan and Czar, but between the Sultan and the 
five Powers. 

Men in the cabinet and men out of it, some with ardour, 
others with acquiescence, approved of war for different 
reasons, interchangeable in controversial value and cumula- 
tive in effect. Some believed, and more pretended to be- 
lieve, that Turkey abounded in the elements and energies 
of self-reform, and insisted that she should have the chance. 
Others were moved by vague general sympathy with a 
weak power assailed by a strong 'one, and that one, moreover, 
the same tyrannous strength that held an iron heel on the 
neck of prostrate Poland ; that only a few years before had 
despatched her legions to help Austria against the rising for 
freedom and national right in Hungary ; that urged intoler- 
able demands upon the Sultan for the surrender of the 
Hungarian refugees. Others again counted the power of 
Pussia already exorbitant, and saw in its extension peril to 
urope, and mischief to the interests of England. Russia on 
t ae Danube, they said, means Russia on the Indus. Russia 
onstantinople would mean a complete revolution in the 
a ance of power in the Mediterranean, and to an alarmed 
Msion, a Russia that had only crossed the Pruth was as 
menacing as. if her Cossacks were already encamped in 
permanence upon the shores of the Bosphorus. 

on g with the anxieties of the Eastern question, ministers 
ivided upon the subject of parliamentary reform. 
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had no secure alliance with. Prussia ; on the contrary, 
her German rival ' opposed her on this question, and was « 
incessantly canvassing the smaller states against her in 
respect to it. The French Emperor was said to be revolving 
a plan for bribing Austria out of Northern Italy by the gift 
of Moldavia and Wallachia. All was intricate and tortuous. 
The view in Downing Street soon expanded to this, that 
it would be a shame to England and to France unless the 
Czar were made not only to abandon his demands, and to 
evacuate the Principalities, but also to renounce some of the 
stipulations in former treaties on which his present arrogant 
pretensions had been formed. In the future, the guarantees 
for the Christian races should be sought in a treaty not 
. between Sultan and Czar, but between the Sultan and the 
five Powers. 

Men in the cabinet and men out of it, some with ardour, 
others with acquiescence, approved of war for different 
reasons, interchangeable in controversial value and cumula- 
tive in effect. Some believed, and more pretended to be- 
lieve, that Turkey abounded in the elements and energies 
of self-reform, and insisted that she should have the chance. 
Others were moved by vague general sympathy with a 
weak power assailed by a strong ’one, and that one, moreover, 
the same tyrannous strength that held an iron heel on the 
neck of prostrate Poland ; that only a few years before had 
despatched her legions to help Austria against the rising for 
> freedom and national right in Hungary : that urged intoler- 
able demands upon the Sultan for the surrender of the 
Hungarian refugees. Others again counted the power of 
Russia already exorbitant, and saw in its extension peril to 
Europe, and mischief to the interests of England. Russia on 1 
the Danube, they said, means Russia on the Indus. Russia 
at Constantinople would mean a complete revolution in the 
balance of power in the Mediterranean, and to an alarmed 
vision, a Russia that had only crossed the Pruth was as 
menacing as, if her Cossacks were already encamped in 
permanence upon the shores of the Bosphorus. 

Along with the anxieties of the Eastern question, ministers 
were divided upon the subject of parliamentary reform. 
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On the decision of Dec. 22. Sir Charles Wood says: — CH 

We had then a long discussion on the question of occupying the ' 
Black Sea. as proposed by France, and it seemed to me to be such 
a tissue of confusions that 1 advocated the simple course of doing 
so. Gladstone could not be persuaded to agree to this, in spite of 
a strong argument of Newcastle's. Gladstone’s objection being 
to our being hampered by any engagement. Ilis scheme was that 
our occupying the Black Sea was to be made dependent, in the 
first place, on the Turks having acceded to (lie Vienna proposals, 
or at any rate to their agreeing to be bound by any basis of peace 
on which the English and French governments agreed. Newcastle 
and I said we thought this would bind us much more to the Turks 
than if we occupied the Black Sea as part of our own measures, 
adopted for our own purposes, and without any engagement to 
the Turks, under which we should be if they accepted our con- 
ditions. Gladstone said he could be no party to unconditional 
occupation; so it ended in our telling France that we would 
occupy the Black Sea, that is, prevent the passage of ant’ ships 
or munitions of war by the Bussians, but that we trusted she 
would join us in enforcing the above condition on the Turks. If 
they agreed, then we were to occupy the Black Sea; if they did 
not, we were to reconsider the question, and then determine what 
to do. Clarendon saw Walewski, who was quite satisfied. 

By the middle of February war was certain. Mr. Gladstone 
wrote an account of a conversation that he had at this time 
with Lord Aberdeen : — 


Feb. 22. — Lord Aberdeen sent for me to-day and informed me 
that Lord Palmerston had been with him to say that he had made 
up his mind to vote for putting off (without entering into the 
question of its merits) the consideration of the Reform bill for the 
present year. [Conversation on Reform.] 1 

He then asked mo whether I did not think that he might 
himself withdraw from office when we came to the declaration 
of war. All along he had been acting against his feelings, but 
still defensively. He did not think that he could regard the 
offensive in the same light, and was disposed to retire. I said 

1 See Appendix. 
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'•THE .CRIMEAN WAR 


Are we to go into it ? The cabinet meets on Friday, and you 
— A — / must not be surprised at anything that may happen The 
1S53. W eather may be, smooth ; it also may be very rough! First 
the smooth weather came. ‘ October 7. We have had our 
cabinet, three hours and a half ; all there but Graham and 
Molesworth, 1 who would both have been strongly for peace. 
We shall have another to-morrow, to look over our results 
in writing. Some startling things were said and proposed, 
but I think that as far as government is concerned, jail will 
probably keep straight at this juncture, and as to Avar/ 1 hope 
Ave shall not be involved in it, even if it goes on RetAveen 
Russia and Turkey, Avhich is not quite certain. 5 Aberdeen 
himself thought the aspect of this cabinet of the 7th on the 
Avhole very good, Gladstone arguing strongly againslt a,pro- 
posal of Palmerston’s that England should enter 'into an 
engagement Avitli Turkey to furnish her Avith naval assist- 
ance. Most of the cabinet Avere for peace. Lord John Avas 
Avarlike, but subdued in tone. Palmerston urged his views 
‘ perseveringly but not disagreeably. 5 The final instruction 
was a compromise, bringing the fleet to Constantinople, but 
limiting its employment to operations of a strictly defensive 
character. This was one of those peculiar compromises that 
in their sequel contain surrender. The step soon shoAved 
how critical it was. Well indeed might Lord Aberdeen tell 
the Queen that it would obviously every day become more , 
and more difficult to draAV the line betAveen defensive and 
offensive, between an auxiliary and a principal. So much 
simpler is a distinction in Avords than in things. Still, he Avas 
able to assure her that, though grounds of difference existed, 

' the discussions of the cabinet of the 8 th were carried on 
amicably and in good humour. With straightforward com- 
mon sense the Queen pressed the prime minister for his oaati 
deliberate counsel on the spirit and ultimate tendency of 
the policy that he would recommend her to approve. In 
fact, Lord Aberdeen had no -deliberate counsel to _ proffer. 
Speedily the weather roughened. 

1 * Molesworth -in the cabinet,’ said popular he became outrageously war- 
Lord Aberdeen later, ‘ was a failure, like.’ — Mrs. Simpson’s Alany Juem- 
Until the war he was a mere cipher, ories, p. 284 ; see also Co hden s 
. AA r hen the war had broken out and was Speeches, ii. p. 28. 
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THE CRIMEAN WAR 


OOK it is the necessity for regulating the distribution of power in 
-y-1 — ' Europe ; the absorption of power by one of the great 
853 ‘ potentates of Europe, which would follow the fall of the 
Ottoman rule, would be dangerous to the peace of the 
world, and it is the duty of England, at whatever cost, to set 
itself against such a result. 

This was Mr. Gladstone’s first public entry upon one of 
the most passionate of all the objects of his concern for 
forty years to come. He hears the desolate cry, then but 
faint, for the succour of the oppressed Christians. He looks 
to European interference to terminate the hateful solecism. 
He insists the interference single-handed of the northern 
invader. It was intolerable that Russia should be allowed 
to work her will upon Turkey as an outlawed state. 1 In 
other words, the partition of Turkey was not to follow the 
partition of Poland. What we shortly call the Crimean war 
was to Mr. Gladstone the vindication of the public law of 
Europe against a wanton disturber. This was a character- 
- istic example of his insistent search for a broad sentiment 
and a comprehensive moral principle. The principle in its 
present application had not really much life in it; the 
formula was narrow, as other invasions of public law within 
the next dozen years were to show. But the clear-cut issues 
of history only disclose themselves in the long result of 
Time. It was the diplomatic labyrinth of the passing 
hour through which the statesmen of the coalition had to 
thread their way. The disastrous end was what Mr. Disraeli 
christened the coalition war. 

‘ The first year of the coalition government,’ Lord Aber- 
deen wrote to Mr. Gladstone, ‘was eminently prosperous, 
and this was chiefly owing to your own personal exertions, 
and to the boldness, ability, and success of your financial 
measures. Our second year, if not specially brilliant, might 
still have proved greatly advantageous to the country, had 
we possessed the courage to resist poj>ular clamour and to 
avoid war ; but this calamity aggravated all other causes of 
disunion and led to our dissolution.’ 2 


1 Eng. Hist. Rev. No. vi. p. 290. 


2 March 17, 1S56. 
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484 • , THE CRIMEAN WAR ' ' 

: it is tlie necessity for regulating the distribution of power in 
— ' Europe ; the absorption of power by one of ' the great 
potentates of Europe, which would follow the fall of the 
Ottoman rule, would be dangerous to the peace of the 
world, and it is the duty of England, at whatever cost, to set 
itself against such a result. 

This was Mr. Gladstone’s first public entry upon one of 
the most passionate of all the objects of his concern for 
forty years to come. He hears the desolate cry, then but 
faint, for the succour of the oppressed Christians. He looks 
to European interference to terminate the hateful solecism. 
He resists the interference single-handed of the northern 
invader. It was intolerable that Russia should be allowed 
to work her will upon Turkey as an outlawed state . 1 In 
other words, the partition of Turkey was not to follow the 
partition of Poland. What we shortly call the Crimean war 
was to Mr. Gladstone the vindication of the public law of 
Europe against a wanton disturber. This was a character- 
- istic example of his insistent search for a broad sentiment 
and a comprehensive moral principle. The principle in its 
present application had not really much life in it; the 
formula was narrow, as other invasions of public law within 
the next dozen years were to show. But the clear-cut issues 
of history only disclose themselves in the long result of 
Time. It was the diplomatic labyrinth of the passing 
hour through which the statesmen of the coalition had to 
thread their way. The disastrous end was what Mr. Disraeli 
christened the coalition war. 

‘ The first year of the coalition government,’ Lord Aber- 
deen wrote to Mr. Gladstone, ‘was eminently j)rosj>erous, 
and this was chiefly owing to your own personal exertions, 
and to the boldness, ability, and success of your financial 
measures. Our second year, if not specially brilliant, might 
still have proved greatly advantageous to the country, had 
we possessed the courage to resist popular clamour and to 
avoid war ; but this calamity aggravated all other causes of 
disunion and led to our dissolution .’ 2 


1 Eng. Hist. Rev. No. vi. p. 290. 


- March 17, 1S5G. 
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enemy/ Behind the decorous curtain of European concert 
, Napoleon ill. was busily weaving scheme after scheme of 
his own to fix his unsteady diadem upon his brow, to plant 
his dynasty among the great thrones of western Europe, 
and to pay off some old scores of personal indignity put 
upon him by the Czar. 

The Czar fell into all the mistakes that a man could. 
Emperor by divine right, he had done his best to sting the 
self-esteem of the revolutionary emperor in Paris. By his 
language to the British ambassador about dividing the 
inheritance of the sick man, he had quickened the suspicions 
of the English cabinet. It is true the sick man will die, 
said Lord John Bussell, but it may not be for twenty, fifty, 
or a hundred years to come ; when William hi. and Louis xiv. 
signed their treaty for the partition of the Spanish monarchy, 
they first made sure that the death of the king was close at 
hand. Then the choice as agent at Constantinople of the 
arrogant and unskilful Mensckikoff proved a dire mis- 
fortune. Finally, the Czar was fatally misled by his own, 
ambassador in London. Brunnow reported that all the 
English liberals and economists were convinced that the 
notion of Turkish reform was absurd ; that Aberdeen had 
told him in accents of contempt and anger, ‘I hate the 
Turks’; and that English views generahy as to Bussian 
aggression and Turkish interests had been sensibly modified. 
All this was not untrue, but it was not true enough to bear 
the inference that was drawn from it at St. Petersburg. 
The deception was disastrous, and Brunnow was never 
forgiven for it . 1 

Another obstacle to a pacific solution, perhaps most formid- 
able of them all, was Lord Stratford de Bedcliffe, the British 
ambassador at Constantinople. Animated by a vehement 
- antipathy to Bussia, possessing almost sovereign ascendency 
at the Porte, believing that the Turk might never meet a 
happier chance of having the battle out with his adversary 
once for all, and justly confident that a policy of war would 
find hearty backers in the London cabinet — in him the 

1 Set; Martens’ Iiccueil dcs Trait 6s, office, 1898, vol. xii. , containing many 
ctr., published by the Russian foreign graphic particulars of these events. 
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another time in these devious manoeuvres, that fearful 
dilemma interposed — inseparable in its man}'' forms from _ 
all collective action whether in cabinet or party; so fit to 
test to the very uttermost all the moral fortitude, all the 
wisdom of a minister, his sense of proportion, his* strength 
of will, his prudent pliancy of judgment, his power of 
balance, his sure perception of the ruling fact. The dilemma 
here is patent. To recall Lord Stratford would be to lose 
Lord Palmerston and Lord John; to lose them would be to 
break up the government; to break up the government 
would be to sunder the slender thread on which the chances 
of peace were hanging . 1 The thought, in short, of the high- 
minded Aberdeen striving against hope to play a steadfast 
and pacific part in a scene so sinister, among actors of such 
equivocal or crooked purpose, recalls nothing so much as 
the memorable picture long ago of Maria Theresa beset 
and baffled by her Kaunitzes and Thuguts, Catherines, 
Josephs, great Fredericks, Grand Turks, and wringing her 
hands over the consummation of an iniquitous policy to 
which the perversity of man and circumstance had driven 
her. 

As the proceedings in the cabinet dragged on through 
the -winter, new projects were mooted. The ground was 
, shifted to what Lord Stratford had called a comprehensive 
war upon Russia. Some of the cabinet began to aim at 
a transformation of the policy. It was suggested that the 
moment should be seized to obtain not merely the observ- 
ance by Russia of her treaty obligations to Turkey, but a 
revision and modification of the treaties in Turkish interests. 
This is the well-known way in which, ever since 1 the world 
called civilised began, the area of conflict is widened. 
If one plea is eluded or is satisfied, another is found ; and 
so the peacemakers are at each step checkmated by the 
warmakers. The Powers of central Europe were immovable, 
with motives, interests, designs, each of their own. Austria 
had reasons of irresistible force for keeping peace with 
Russia. A single victory of Russia in Austrian Poland 
would enable her to march direct upon Vienna. Austria 
1 This is clearly worked out by Lord Stanmore, p. 254, etc. 
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another time in these devious manoeuvres, that' fearful 
dilemma interposed — inseparable in its many forms from 
all collective action whether in cabinet or party; so fit to 
test to the very uttermost all the moral fortitude, all the 
wisdom of a minister, his sense of proportion, his' strength 
of will, his prudent pliancy of judgment, his power of 
balance, his sure perception of the ruling fact. The dilemma 
here is patent. To recall Lord Stratford would be to lose 
Lord Palmerston and Lord John; to lose them would be to 
break up the government; to break up the government 
would be to sunder the slender thread on which the chances 
of peace were hanging . 1 The thought, in short, of the high- 
minded Aberdeen striving against hope to play a steadfast 
and pacific part in a scene so sinister, among actors of such 
equivocal or crooked purpose, recalls nothing so much as 
the memorable picture long ago of Maria Theresa beset 
and baffled by her Kaunitzes and Thuguts, Catherines, 
Josephs, great Fredericks, Grand Turks, and wringing her 
hands over the consummation of an iniquitous policy to 
which the perversity of man and circumstance had driven 

P er ’ 

As the proceedings in the cabinet dragged on through 
the winter, new projects were mooted. The ground was 
shifted to what Lord Stratford had called a comprehensive 
war upon Russia. Some of the cabinet began to aim at 
a transformation of the policy. It was suggested that the 
moment should be seized to obtain not merely the observ- 
ance by Russia of her treaty obligations to Turkey, but a 
revision and modification of the treaties in Turkish interests. 
This is the well-known way in which, ever since the world 
called civilised began, the area of conflict is widened. 
If one plea is eluded or is satisfied, another is found ; and 
so the peacemakers are at each step checkmated by the 
warmakers. The Powers of central Europe were immovable, 
with motives, interests, designs, each of their own. Austria 
had reasons of irresistible force for keeping peace with 
Russia. A single victory of Russia in Austrian Poland 
would enable her to march direct upon Vienna. Austria 
1 This is clearly worked out by Lord Stanmore, p. 254, etc. 
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)OK Some, including the prime minister, went with Lord John 

/ Russell in desiring to push a Reform bill. Others, especially 

s53 - Palmerston, were strongly adverse. Mr. Gladstone mainly , 
followed the head of the government, but he was still a 
conservative, and still member- for a tory constituency, and 
he followed his leader rather mechanically and without 
enthusiasm. Lord Palmerston was suspected by some of 
his colleagues of raising the war-cry in hopes of drowning 
the demand for reform. In the middle of December (1853) 
he resigned upon reform, 1 but nine days later he withdrew 
his resignation and returned. In the interval news of the 
v Russian attack on the Turkish fleet at Sinope (November 30) 
had arrived — an attack justified by precedent and the rule' 
of war. But public feeling in England had risen to fever ; 
the French Emperor in exacting and peremptory language 
had declared that if England did not take joint action with 
him in the Black Sea, he would either act alone or else 
bring his fleet home. The British cabinet yielded, and 
came to the cardinal decision (Dec. 22) to enter the Black 
Sea. ‘I was rather stunned,’ Gladstone wrote to Sidney. 
Herbert next day, ‘ by yesterday’s cabinet. I have scarcely 
got my breath again. I told Lord Aberdeen that I had had 
' wishes that Palmerston were back again on account of the 
Eastern question.’ 

Here is a glimpse of this time : — 

/ * 

Nov. 23, ’53. — Cabinet. Reform discussed largely, amicably, 
and satisfactorily on the whole. Dec. 16. — Hawarden. OIF at- 
9 A.M. Astounded by a note from A. Gordon. [Palmerston had 
resigned the day before.] After dinner went to the admiralty, 
10^-1^, where Lord Aberdeen, Newcastle, Graham and I went over 
the late events and went over the course for to-morrow’s cabinet. 

Dec. 21. — Called on Lord Palmerston, and sat an hour. 22. — 
Cabinet, 2-7 A, on Eastern Question. Palmerston and reform. A , 
day of no small matter for reflection. Jan. 4, 1854. — To Windsor. 

I was the only guest,' and thus was promoted to sit by the Queen 
at dinner. She was most gracious, and above all so thoroughly 
natural. 

1 Ashley’s Life, of Palmerston, ii. p. 270. 
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CHAPTER VI 


CRISIS OP 1855 AND BREAK-UP OF THE PEELITES 

( 1S55 ) 

Party has no donht its evils ; but all the evils of party put 
together would be scarcely a grain in the balance, when compared 
with the dissolution of honourable friendships, the pursuit of selfish 
ends, the want of concert in council, the absence of a settled policy 
in foreign affairs, the corruption of certain statesmen, the caprices 
of an intriguing court, which the extinction of party connection 
has brought and would bring again upon this country. — Earl 
Russell . 1 

The administrative miscarriages of tlie war in the Crimea CHAP, 
during the winter of 1854-5 destroyed the coalition govern- v.._7JL_. 
ment. 2 When parliament assembled on January 23, 1855, Mr. • /Et - 46 - 
Roebuck on the first night of the session gave notice of a 
motion for a committee of inquiry. Lord John Russell 
attended to the formal business, and when the House was up 
went home accompanied by Sir Charles Wood. Nothing of 
consequence passed between the two colleagues, and no word 
was said to Wood in the direction of withdrawal. The same 
evening as the prime minister was sitting in his drawing- 
room, a red box was brought in to him by his son, containing 
Lord J ohn Russell's resignation. Ho was as much amazed as 
Lord Newcastle, smoking his evening pipe of tobacco in his 
coach, was amazed by the news that the battle of Marston Moor 
had begun. Nothing has come to light since to set aside the 
severe judgment pronounced upon this proceeding by the 
universal opinion of contemporaries, including Lord John’s 
own closest political allies. That a minister should run 
away from a hostile motion upon affairs for which responsi- 

1 On Bute’s plan of superseding party by prerogative, in the intro 
duction to vol. iii. of the Bedford Correspondence. 

2 See Appendix. 
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Russell might deem honourable. On pressure from the CHAP. 

^ # yj 

Queen, the whigs in the government, Lord John notwith- v 
standing, agreed to stand fire. Mr. Gladstone proceeds : — /Et - 46 - 

Lord John’s explanation, which was very untrue in its general 
effect, though I believe kindly conceived in feeling as well as 
tempered with some grains of policy 7- and a contemplation of 
another possible premiership, carried the House with him, as 
Herbert observed while he was speaking. Palmerston’s reply 
to him was wretched. It produced in the House (that is, in so 
much of the House as would otherwise have been favourable), 
a flatness and deadness of spirit towards the government which 
was indescribable ; and Charles Wood with a marked expression 
of face said while it was going on, 1 And this is to be our leader ! ’ 

I was myself so painfull } 7 full of the scene, that when Palmerston 
himself sat down I was on the very point of saying to him uncon- 
sciously, 1 Can anything more be said ? ’ But no one would rise in 
the adverse sense, and therefore there was no opening for a minister, 
Palmerston [now become leader in the Commons] had written to ask 
me to follow Lord John on account of his being a party. But it 
was justly thought in the cabinet that there were good reasons 
against my taking this part upon me, and so the arrangement 
was changed. 

Roebuck brought forward his motion. Mr. Gladstone 
resisted it on behalf of the government with immense argu- 
mentative force, and he put the point against Lord John 
which explains the word ‘ untrue ’ in the passage just quoted, 
namely, that though he desired in November the substitu- 
tion of Palmerston for Newcastle as war minister, he had 
given it up in December, and yet this vital fact was omitted . 1 
It was not for the government, he said, either to attempt to 
make terms with the House by reconstruction of a cabinet, 
or to shrink from any judgment of the House upon their 
acts. If they had so shrunk, he exclaimed, this is the sort 
of epitaph that he would expect to have written over their 
remains : — ■ Here lie the dishonoured ashes of a ministry that 
found England in peace and left it in war, that was content 

1 ‘ This mppressio veri is shocking, and one of the very -worst things he 
ever did. ’ — Grcvillc, in. i. p. 232. 
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especially as to the cases ot three persons: Lord John CHAP. 
Russell, Duke of Newcastle, and Lord Raglan.’ Ministers > V1 ‘ 
were beaten (January 29) by 325 to 14S, and they resigned. /Et ‘ 4G ' 

Jan. 30, 1855. — Cabinet 1-2. We exchanged friendly adieus. 

Dined with the Herberts. This was a day of personal light- 
heartedness, but the problem for the nation is no small one. 

The Queen sent for Lord Derby, and he made an attempt 
to form a government. Without aid from the conservative 
wing of the fallen ministry there was no hope, and his first 
step (Jan. 31) was to call on Lord Palmerston, with an 
earnest request for his support, and with a hope that he 
would persuade Mr. Gladstone and Sidney Herbert to rejoin 
their old political connection ; with the intonation moreover 
that Mr. Disraeli, with a self-abnegation that did him the 
highest credit, was willing to waive in Lord Palmerston’s 
favour his own claim to the leadership of the House of Com- 
mons. Palmerston was to be president of the council, and 
Ellenborough minister of war. In this conversation Lord 
Palmerston made no objection on an} r political grounds, or 
on account of any contemplated measures ; he found no fault 
with the position intended for himself, or for others with 
whom he would be associated. Lord Derby supposed that 
all would depend on the concurrence of Mr. Gladstone and 
Herbert. He left Cambridge House at half-past two in the 
afternoon, and at half-past nine in the evening he received a 
note from Lord Palmerston declining. Three hours later he 
heard from Mr. Gladstone, who declined also. The pro- 
ceedings of this eventful day, between two in the afternoon 
and midnight, whatever may have been the play of motive 
and calculation in the innermost minds of all or any of the 
actors, were practically to go a long way, though by no means 
the whole way, as we shall see, towards making Mr, Glad- 
stone’s severance from the conservative party definitive. 

Jan. 31. — Lord Palmerston came to see me between three and 
four, with a proposal from Lord Derbj’ - that he and I, with 
S. Herbert should take office under him ; Palmerston to be presi- 
dent of the council and lead the House of Commons. Not finding 
me when he called before, he had gone to S. Herbert, who seemed 
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•service in liis administration. He then left. It ivas perhaps 6.30. CHAP. 

x VI 

Herbert and I sat down to write, but thought it well to send off . 
nothing till after dinner, and we went to Grillion’s where wo had 4C< 
a small but merry part}'. Herbert even beyond himself amusing. 

At night we went to Lord Aberdeen’s and Graham’s, and so my 
letter came through some slight emendations to the form in 
which it went. 1 I had doubts in my mind whether Derby 
had even intended to proposo to Herbert and me except in con- 
junction with Palmerston, though I had no doubt that without 
Palmerston it would not do ; and I framed my letter so as not to 
assume that I had an independent proposal, but to make my 
refusal a part of his. 

Feb. 2. — I yesterday also called on Lord Palmerston and read 
him my letter to Lord Derby. He said : * Nothing can be better.’ 

Lord Derby knew that, though he had the eountiy 
gentlemen behind him, his own political friends, with the 
notable and only half-welcome exception of Mr. Disraeli, 
were too far below mediocrity in either capacity or experi- 
ence to face so angry and dangerous a crisis. Accordingly 
he gave up the task. Many years after, Mr. Gladstone 
recorded his opinion that here Lord Derby missed his one 
real chance of playing a high historic part. ' To a Derby 
government,’ he said, * now that the party had been drubbed 
out of protection, I did not in jirinciple object; for old ties 
were with me more operatively strong than new opinions, and 
I think that Lord Derby’s error in not forming an adminis- 
tration was palpable and even gross. Such, it has appeared, 
was the opinion of Disraeli. 2 Lord Derby had many fine 
qualities; but strong parliamentary courage was not among 
them. When Lord Palmerston (probably with a sagacious 
discernment of the immediate future) declined, he made 
no separate offer to the Peelites. Had Lord Derby gone on, 
he would have been supported by the country, then absorbed 
in the consideration of the war. None of the three occa- 

1 At Lord Aberdeen’s the question pression there was that Mr. Glad- 
• seems to have been discussed on the stone had been not wholly disinclined 
assumption that the offer to Mr. to consider the offer. 

Gladstone and Herbert was meant 2 Malmesbury’s Memoirs of an Ex- 
to be independent of Palmerston’s Minister, i. pp. 8, 37. 
acceptance or refusal, and the im- 
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the substitution of Palmerston for Lord Aberdeen would produce CHAP, 
on foreign Powers at this critical moment, but dwelt chiefly on v. 
the impossibility of his having a majority. In this Lord La ns- 46, 
downe seemed to agree. 

Lastly, I said that if Lord Lansdownc himself could venture to 
risk his health and strength by taking the government, this wotdd 
be the best arrangement. M} r opinion was that at this crisis Derby, 
if he could have formed an administration, would have had advan- 
tages with regard to the absorbing questions of the war and of a 
peace to follow it, such as no other combination could possess. 

Failing this, I wished for a homogeneous whig government. The 
best form of it would be under him. lie said lie might daro 
it provisionally, -if he coidcl see his way to a permanent arrange- 
ment at the end of a short term ; but he could see nothing of the 
sort at present. 

An autobiographic note of 1 SOY gi res a further detail of moment '. — 

He asked whether I would continue to hold my office as chan- 
cellor of the exchequer in the event of his persevering. He said 
that if I gave an affirmative reply he would persevere with the 
commission, and I think intimated that except on this condition 
he would not. I said that the working of the coalition since its 
formation in December 1852 had been to me entirely satisfactory, 
but that I was not prepared to co-operate in its continuation 
under any other head than Lord Aberdeen. I think that though 
perfectly satisfied to lie in a Peelite government which had wings or 
radicals in it, I was not ready to be in a whig government which 
had Peelites in it. It took a long time, with my slow-moving 
and tenacious character, for the Ethiopian to change his skin. 

In the paper that I have already mentioned, as recording 
what, when all was near an end, he took to be some of the 
errors of his life, Mr. Gladstone names as one of those errors 
this refusal in 1855 to join Lord Lansdowne. ‘ I can hardly 
suppose,’ he says, more than forty years after that time, ' that 
the eventual failure of the Queen’s overture to Lord Lans- 
downe was due to my refusal; but that refusal undoubtedly 
constituted one of his difficulties and helped to bring about 
the result. I have always looked back upon it with pain as 
a serious and even gross error of judgment. It was, I think N 
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but ratber different forms of tlic same principles connected with CHAP, 
different habits and temperaments, lie said that Lord Palmerston ■. 
liad agreed to lead the House of Commons for him, he going as y ^ T- 
first minister to the Lords; but he did not mention any other 
alteration. Upon the whole his tone was low and doubtful. He 
asked whether my answer was to be considered as given, or 
whether I would take time. But I said as there was no probability 
that my ideas would be modified by reflection, it would not be 
fair to him to ask any delay. 

With the single exception of Lord Palmerston, none of 
liis colleagues would have anything to do with Lord John, 
some even declining to go to see him. Wood came to Mr. 
Gladstone, evidently in the sense of the Palmerston premier- 
ship. He declared that Aberdeen was impossible, to which, 
sa} r s Mr. Gladstone, ' I greatly demurred.’ 

IV 

Thus the two regular party leaders had failed ; Lord Aber- 
deen, the coalition leader, was almost universally known to be 
out of the question ; the public was loudly clamouring for 
Lord Palmerston. A Palmerston ministry was now seen to 
be inevitable. Were the Peelites, then, having refused 
Lord Derby, having refused Lord John, having told Lord 
Lansdowne that lie had better form a system of homogeneous 
wkigs, now finally to refuse Lord Palmerston, on no better 
ground than that they could not have Lord Aberdeen, whom 
nobody save themselves would consent on any terms to have ? 

To propound such a question was to answer it. Lord Aber- 
deen himself, with admirable freedom from egotism, pressed 
the point that in addition to the argument of public 
necessity, they owed much to their late whig colleagues, 

‘ who behaved so nobly and so generously towards us after 
Lord J ohn’s resignation. 5 

‘ I have heard club talk and society talk,’ wrote an adherent 
to Mr. Gladstone late one night (February 4), ‘and I am sure 
that in the main any government containing good names in 
the cabinet, provided Lord John is not in it, will obtain general 
support. Lord Clarendon is universally, or nearly so, looked 
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of stability; and joining Lord Palmerston’s cabinet would bo a new CHAP 
coalition. He said be rather applied that phrase to a junction with > 

Derby. I quite agreed we could not join Derby except under 
conditions which might not be realised ; but if wc did it, it would 
be a reunion, not a coalition. In coalition the separate existence 
is retained. I referred to the great instances of change of party 
‘in our time; Palmerston himself, and Stanley with Graham. But 
these took place when parties were divided by great questions of 
principle ; there were none such now, and no one could say that 
the two sides of the House were divided by anything' more than 
this, .that one was rather more stationary, the Other mor6 mov- 
able.’. He said, ‘True, the differenees..are on the back benches.’ 

I said I had now for two years been holding my mind in 
suspense upon the question I used to debate with Newcastle, who 
used to argue that wc should grow into the natural leaders of the 
liberal party. I said, it is now plain this will not be ; wc get on 
very well with the independent liberals, but the whigs stand as 
an opaque' body between us and them, and moreover, there they 
will stand and ought to stand. • 

Lord Palmerston came a little after two, and remained perhaps 
an hour. Lord Lansdowu'e had promised to join him if he formed 
an administration on a basis sufficiently broad. He wished me to 
retain my office; and dwelt on the satisfactory nature of my 
relations with the liberal party. He argued that Lord Aberdeen 
was excluded by the vote on Monday night; and that there was 
now no other government in view. My argument was adverse, 
though without going to a positive conclusion. I referred to my 
conversation of Wednesday, Jan. 31, .in favour of a homogeneous 
government at this juncture. 

At half-past eleven I went to Lord Aberdeen’s and stayed about 
an hour. His being in the Palmerston cabinet which had been 
proposed, was, he said out of the question; but his- velleities 
seemed to lean rather' to our joining, which surprised me. He 
was afraid of the position Ave should occupy.' in the public eye' if 
we declined. ..." ' - • ; ' - ' .• 

Feb. 5.'— -The most irksome and painful of 'the 'days; begin- 
ning with many 'hoars of anxious consultation to the -best of 
our power, and ending amidst a storm of disapproval almost 
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!54. The year closed with an incident that created a con- 
siderable stir, and might by misadventure have become 
memorable. What has been truly called a warm and pro- 
longed dispute 1 arose out of Mr. Gladstone’s removal of a 
certain official from his post in the department of woods and 
forests. As Lord Aberdeen told the Queen that he could 
not easily make the case intelligible, it is not likely that I 
should succeed any better, and we may as well leave the 
thick dust undisturbed. Enough to say that Lord John 
Bussell thought the dismissal harsh; that Mr. Gladstone 
stood his ground against either the reversal of what he had 
done, or any proceedings in parliament that might look like 
contrition, but was willing to submit the points to the 
decision of colleagues; that Lord John would submit no 
point to colleagues ‘affecting his personal honour’ — to such 
degrees of heat can the quicksilver mount even in a cabinet 
thermometer. If such quarrels of the great are painful, 
there is some compensation in the firmness, patience, and 
benignity with which a man like Lord Aberdeen strove to 
appease them. Some of his colleagues actually thought that 
Lord John would make this paltry affair a plea for resigning, 
while others suspected that he might find a better excuse 
in the revival of convocation. As it happened, a graver 
occasion offered itself. 


1 Walpole’s Russell, ii. p. 243 n. 
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522 CRISIS OR 1855 AND BREAK-UP OF THE PEELITES 

00K bility was collective, and this without a word of consultation 
— / with a single colleague, is a transaction happily without 
855 ‘ a precedent in the history of modem English cabinets. 1 It 
opened an intricate and unexpected chapter of affairs. 

The ministerial crisis of 1855 was unusually prolonged; it 
was interesting as a drama of character and motive; it 
marked a decisive stage in the evolution of party, and it was 
one of the turning points in the career of the subject of this 
biography. Fortunately for us, Mr. Gladstone has told in 
his own way the whole story of what he calls this 'sharp 
and difficult passage in public affairs/ and he might have 
added that it was a sharp passage in his own life. His 
narrative, with the omission of some details now dead and 
indifferent, and of a certain number of repetitions, is the 
basis of this chapter. 


, i 

On the day following Lord John’s letter the cabinet met, 
and the prime minister told them that at first he thought 
it meant the break-up of the government, but on further 
consideration he thought they should hold on, if it could 
be done with honour and utility. Newcastle suggested his 
own resignation, and the substitution of Lord Palmerston 
in his place. Palmerston agreed that the country, rightly 
or wrongly, wished to see him at the war office, but he 
was ready to do whatever his colleagues thought best. 
The whigs thought resignation necessary. Mr. Gladstone 
thought otherwise, and scouted the suggestion that as 
Newcastle was willing to resign, Lord John might come 
back. Lord John himself actually sent a sort of message to 
know whether he should attend the cabinet. In the end 
Lord Aberdeen carried all their resignations to the Queen- 
These she declined to accept, and she ‘urged with the 
greatest eagerness that the decision should be reconsidered. 

It is hard at this distance of time to understand how any 
cabinet under national circumstances of such gravity could 
have thought of the ignominy of taking to flight from a 
motion of censure, whatever a single colleague like Lord John 

i Sec Chap. x. of Lord Stanmorc’s Bari of Aberdeen . 


gq 'yC.iBssooon Ajoqnqosq'c uogq puq qx .xoj 'qsnf svay niSx.io sqx 
m j'bax eqq quqj ppq qiqs ajj •sqtreqxq'equi oqq jo eo-eocl jo 
' uiopssjj ‘ssoniddxjq ‘SnTeqqpAV aqq oq oonajajaj ui j 9A9U qxxq 
'nnuazns stx sqqSu .xaq jo noxqxqoiA v sv jo ‘./Caqinj, oq xvq£ 
v spnnod pxnjsnoqq Xqjoj jo quonxiOcd 9qq jo uoxqsanb ■« sxj 
X pjiqua ‘qquoxu jgqjx; qqnoin pixu ^up joqjx? X^p ‘possnosip uooq 
puq saiqipdioupij aqq jo noiqudxxooo exjq Avoq noiqoaya.i .8111 
-qexnbsip aqq oq aqoAvxj ejj 'api joj qynn saojoj pm; suijoj qno 
-xijoav pxre paqxmbiqu'tf .xapxm paqsiuo 9J9AV jCoqjnj, undoing; 
ux squanrap sixo.ioSta pxru jtijqqnoi! aqq qxxqq c . qxdojoap ojoav 
ajtdraanucnoqqQ ai[q nx suoiqnqiqsni m 3 qaxnoq' 0 j\[ qvqq posxpoj 
ojj 'sqoty Saipx;9[ gqq oqiit qq.§rsnr .xeiuq v panreS noiqinqni 
pxdtJJ Xq eq 'no qnaAv axuxq sy - mxq oq oraoi[ qqSnojq 
s8xnqq oxrepnmn jo AViq pjqq; sxxjq puq avoxx oxioqspxqp) vrpj 

•ureqo 

Gjqujoxent uxj oq paxioqsxq si oq qr?qq spnq jaqsiuiin aqq \ saxqis 
-S909U jnjaquq pm; Suqqavqs oqnx ayoj.8 jo 'sqxoqojd pAoxx 
dopA9p s[0ixl>9s n99S9Jojnn f sqxi9A0 iCq poioqsxmi st Xoxpyj 
•gxxjq 9q oq siqq paAoxd /joqsixf sui[ 90 ms samxq pnesnoqq 
y qojquoo oxx 9Auq sqnvqx?quxoo oqq qoujAv J9AO ‘9ont;qo 
jo J9qqx;xxi 9J9ux xraqq ojoui gqqqq eq oq soraoo paqoxsaqojd 
9q qx jx pm? ‘saoiqxqnop;o px: sayap .way qxnjq ‘soSvd pq.xourait 
9 tubs 9qq xxx peqxjgdaj ugqjo puB ‘BqjBdg qx? sXoAixa xxBiiiaqqy . gggI 
9qq jo qqnoui 9qq oqnx o8b. saunqiiao 8noj sapipifonqj, ifq ' — ^ — > 
qnd xioss9[ 9qq xriuaj oq ay op /jqtoniAxxi ojb NaKSaiYXg 3003 

•auuuu.iS 

-o.id 05 «u;p.iooov oS ox pj.toay. oqx 11^ xii Suup qsxq oijq bi 
'ZZ-l 'I 'omijj — ’pdnX svoxUd pj sorf3\pM. d-nL vj.sn.yti 

1 9SSI-9SSJ ) 

NOTJiVTOSI TLYOIinOd 


IIA UaJLdYHO 



524 CRISIS OF 1855 AND BREAK-UP OF THE PEELITES 

: to enjoy tlie emoluments of office and to wield the sceptre 
of power, so long as no man had the courage to question 
their existence: they saw the storm gathering over the 
country; they heard the agonising accounts that were 
almost daily received of the sick and wounded in the 
East. These things did not move them, but so soon as a 
member of opposition raised his hand to point the thunder- 
bolt, they became conscience-stricken into a sense of guilt, 
and hoping to escape punishment, they ran away from 
duty/ Such would be their epitaph. Of the proposed 
inquiry itself, — an inquiry into the conduct of generals 
and troops actually in the field, and fighting by the side 
of, and in concert with, foreign allies, he observed — 'Your 
inquiry will never take place as a real inquiry ; or, if 
it did, it would lead to nothing but confusion and dis- 
turbance, increased disasters, shame at home and weakness 
abroad; it would convey no consolation to those whom 
you seek to aid, but it would carry malignant joy to 
the hearts of the enemies of England ; and, for my part, I 
shall ever rejoice, if this motion is carried to-night, that my 
own last words as a member of the cabinet of tho Earl of 
Aberdeen have been words of solemn and earnest protest 
against a jwoceeding which has no foundation either in the 
constitution or in the practice of preceding parliaments; 
•which is useless and mischievous for the purpose which it 
appears to contemplate; and which, in my judgment, is full 
of danger to the power, dignity and usefulness of the 
Commons of England.’ A journalistic observer, while 
deploring the speaker’s adherence to ' the dark dogmatisms 
of medieval religionists/ admits that he had never heard so 
fine a speech. The language, ho says, was devoid of redund- 
ance. The attitude was calm. Mr. Gladstone seemed to 
feel that he rested upon tho magnitude of tho argument, 
and had no need of tho assistance of bodily vehemence of 
manner. His voice was clear, distinct, and flexible, without 
monotony. It was minute dissection without bitterness or ill- 
humoured innuendo. Ho sat down amid immense applauso 
from hearers admiring but unconvinced. Mr. Gladstone 
himself records of this speech: ‘Hard and heavy work, 
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to be disinclined. I inquired (1) whether Derby mentioned 
Graham 1 (2) Whether he had told Lord Palmerston if his per- 

severing with the commission he had received would depend on 
the answer to this proposal. (3) How he was himself inclined. 
He answered the two first questions in the negative, and said as 
to the third, though not keenly, that he felt disinclined, but that 
if he refused it would be attributed to his contemplating another 
result, which other result he considered would be agreeable to 
the country. I then argued strongly with him that though he 
might form a government, and though if he formed it, he would 
certainly start it amidst immense clapping of hands, yet he could 
not have any reasonable prospect of stable parliamentary support ; 
on the one hand would stand Derby with his phalanx, on the 
other Lord J. Russell, of necessity a centre and nucleus of dis- 
content, and between these two there would and could he no 
room for a parliamentary majority such as would uphold his 
government. He argued only rather faintly the other way, and 
seemed rather to come to my way of thinking. 

I said that even if the proposition were entertained, there 
would be much to consider; that I thought it clear, whatever 
else was doubtful, that we could not join without him, for in 
his absence the wound would not heal kindly again, that I could 
not act without Lord Aberdeen’s approval, nor should I willingly 
separate myself from Graham ; that if we joined, we must join in 
force. But I was disposed to wish that if all details could be 
arranged, we- should join in that manner rather than that Derby 
should give up the commission, though I thought the best thing 
of all would be Derby forming a ministry of his own men, provided 
only he could get a good or fair foreign secretary instead of 
Clarendon, who in any case would be an immense loss. . . . 

I went off to speak to Lord Aberdeen, and Palmerston went to 
speak to Clarendon, with respect to whom he had told Derby 
that he could hardly enter any government which had not 
Clarendon at the foreign office. “When we reassembled, I asked 
Lord Palmerston whether he had made up his mind for himself 
independently of us, inasmuch as I thought that if he had, that 
was enough to close the whole question 1 He ansu^ered, Yes ; that 
he should tell Derby he did not think he could render him useful 
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v sions wlien lie took office offered him so fine an opportunity 
as this; but he missed it.’ 

On the previous day, Mr. Gladstone records ' Saw Mr. 
Disraeli in the House of Lords and put out my hand, which 
was very kindly accepted.' To nobody was the hour fraught 
with more bitter mortification than to Mr. Disraeli, who 
beheld a golden chance of bringing a consolidated party 
into the possession of real power flung away. 

ii 

Next, at the Queen’s request, soundings in the whig and 
Peelite waters were undertaken by Lord Lansdowne, and he 
sent for Mr. Gladstone, with a result that to the latter was 
ever after matter of regret. 

Feb. 2. — In consequence of a communication from Lord Lans- 
downe, I went to him in the forenoon and found him just 
returned from Windsor. He trusted I should not mind speaking 
freely to him, and I engaged to do it, only premising that in so 
crude and dark a state of facts, it was impossible to go beyond 
first impressions. Wo then conversed on various combinations, 
as (1) Lord J. Bussell, premier, (2) Lord Palmerston, (3) Lord 
Clarendon, (4) Lord Lansdowne himself. Of the first I doubted 
whether, in the present state of feeling, he could get a ministry on 
its legs. In answer to a question from him, I added that I thought, 
viewing my relations to Lord Aberdeen and to Newcastle, and his to 
them also, the public feeling would be offended, and it would not be 
for the public interest, if I were to form part of his government (i.e. 
Bussell’s). Of the second I said that it appeared to me Lord 
Palmerston could not obtain a party majority. Aloof from him 
would stand on the one hand Derby and his party, on the other 
Lord J. Russell, who I took it for granted would never serve under 
him. Whatever the impression made by Russell’s recent conduct, 
yet his high personal character and station, forty years career, one- 
half of it in the leadership of his party, and the close connection 
of his name with all the great legislative changes of the period, 
must ever render him a power in the state, and render it im- 
possible for a government depending on the liberal party to live 
independently of him. I also hinted at injurious effects which 



/jimmSucs otp /pio suai jiva mtotn«o o?p qnrp pinoononi 
or; poAonl jpjuo nuodoamj Smpuuqs oip jo uopuoipuiA oq£ 
-nStsu joii SututnSoq t? joa on swv ojorp nomimop mnptnoipqt 
jo iinojoj pasjumjd /pnopipioo oip jo '°-l oiris J° Atopvqs 
mp oi noofqtis joq jo suoqpm .vis joao opu ifsiqinj, poonpoJ 
snot jo ojdrtoo i! ut quip imoj v in posnu si?a\. sopqudionup 
m?iqnm:(x oip jo nopsonb oip spup jo ssojSuoq oqq qu tioao 
imp pouuijuoo ijj os suai /oqjnj, jo AquSoqm otjx ‘poqpojd 
oi[.\v /pu qouojq -”10 suai qj -sqsojoqm pnjoquui sqi jo /nu 
qo ipSnojqs oip jou '/oumojdip sqi jo JOAiod oqq Jon ‘suuu 
sqt jo /jop® oip oouuquo Aton qon pip oopoqv^qu /joqoTA qsuj 
sqi uoai piiq quqq noiquu oqj, *ss/qu oqq oqui Simp uooq pup 
ojnsuojq ssopanoQ ’poqsuod puq no ax puusnoqq pojpnnq 
oojijx ’sioquAt sqi uiojj popnpxo noiqun /joao jo sdiqs 
-iuaa pt? pm? ‘posqujqnoa suav uog qoupj oqq quqq ‘/joqsiq 
s,oaoqspi?|Q Mj\r m qnopioui ojnqnj u oq avqia a? qqm ‘jopuo.i oqq 
paraioj /|ao pooa j qoiqAi oq si? ‘(9091 '08 qojupj) s I Jtr cI 
jo /quojj, oqq in ‘sopjnoijqp opuntophp pm? sqooqo /uuin 
joqjt? 'Saipuo ‘spiUAUoqju noos /|qujojoq ponodo ojoai oouod 
joj saoiquiqoSoj^ -s/up Zqjtj pin? pojpnnq oojqq jo oSois 
a? Joqju 'poj qodoqsuqog qsuoo qsfO M oqi no suai oq opqAV 
•qjoyo jo oSuuqo suai Aionq joao eq qsoj /juo oqx pqSqop 
pui? /qissooou qqoq suai .ioavoJ jo qqjoj Sniqqnd oqq qoiqAi oq 
qnotnujodmoq u jo oiquaro|qni 9 /|no suai siqx ‘pnp ppioo 
oq quqq spiq pm? sjpqq qsodooqs oqq qsuojq /pnojoSiA pm? 
‘pnuq ni jpqs qq.ioj opuqs ppioAi oq — qjoAi snox.ios jo pods 
/pup oqq oqupqmn jo quojq oq poAioqu joao suai Suiqqou pnu 
— joao suai jnoqu| S'Smuxom oqq noqAi qnq ‘ojoqs oqq aodn 
popojqs jo poSunoj joaoh oq quqq poAjosqo nojppqo sijj 
mom jo sjuo / oAiq joj sqmsjnd siq jo oqinpop qsoxn oqq 
omuooq quqq ojnqujoqq jo oooid Snppjqs u 'jotnojj no qooq 
siq jo noiqotipojd oiqumoqs/s oqq m somiq oqq jo /qisnoqm 
oqq mojj joqpqs u pnnoj Avon ojq 'sn oAoqu qnorauaijq 
snoiouds oqq mojj ( aoom pnu tins jo‘ sqm pnu sjuqs, quo 
qo|q oq 'strodduq somiqomos sojnqun JOAtojjun ni su 'pojopns 
jOAon ojoav pnu 'sSnrqq joqqo qqiAv ooujd Jioqq qooq /oqq 
qnq fojq jo qjud snoijos /joa u 'oq oq qqSno /oqq quqAt ojoav 
sqsojoqm luoiqqop 'oSjomqns JOAon nuo soiqqod jo snoiquqiSu r 
oip raoqAi noni oqq jo ono suai onoqspujr) /qqdop /in jo 

OSS 


*9581 

*AI 

sooa 


KOIZY'lOSI TYOIhl'IO d 



530; crisis ox? isbs and break-up. or the perlites 

K injurious to the public, if it contributed to the substitution as 
— , prime minister of - Lord Palmerston for Lord Lansdowne,— a 
’• personage of greater dignity, and I think a higher level of 
political principle. There was no defect in Lord Lansdowne 
sufficient to warrant my refusal. He would not have been 
a strong or very active prime minister; but the question of 
the day was the conduct of the war, and I had no right 
to take exception to him as a head in connection with this 
subject. His attitude in domestic policy was the same 
as Palmerston’s, but I think he had a more unprejudiced 
and liberal mind, though less of motive force in certain 
directions/ 

iii 

The next day Mr. Gladstone called on Lord Aberdeen, who 
for the first time let drop a sort of opinion as to their duties 
in the crisis on one point; hithertofore he had restrained 
himself. lie said, ‘ Certainly the most natural thing under 
the circumstances, if it could have been brought about in 
a satisfactory form, would have been that you should have 
joined Derby/ On returning home, Mr. Gladstone received 
an important visitor and a fruitless visit. 

At half-past two to-day Lord John Russell was announced ; and 
sat till three — his hat shaking in his hand. A communication had 
reached him late last night from the Queen, charging him with 
the formation of a government, and he had thought it his duty to 
make the endeavour. I repeated to him what I had urged on 
Lord Lansdowne, that a coalition with advantages has also weak- 
nesses of its own, that the late coalition was I thought fully justified 
by the circumstances under which it took place, but at this juncture 
it had broken down. This being so, I thought what is called a 
homogeneous government would be best for the public, and most 
likely to command approval ; that Derby if he could get a good 
foreign minister would have had immense advantages with respect 
to the great questions of war and peace. Lord John agreed as 
to Derby ; thought that every one must have supported him, and 
that he ought to have persevered. 

I held to my point, adding that I did not think Lord 
Aberdeen. and Lord Palmerston represented opposite principles, 
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532 CRISIS OF i855 AND BReA3£-TJP OF THE PEELITES 

K on as essential. Next to him, I think yon are considered of 

- vital importance in your present office. After all, rightly or 

wrongly, Lord Palmerston is master of the situation in the 
country ; . he is looked upon as the man. If the country sees 
you and Sidney Herbert holding aloof from him, it will be 
said the Peelites are selfish intriguers.’ The same evening, 
another correspondent said to Mr. Gladstone: ‘Two or 
three people have come in since eleven o’clock with the 
news of Brooks’s and the Beform. Exultation prevails 
there, and the certainty of Palmerston’s success to-morrow. 
There is a sort of rumour prevalent that Lord Palmerston 
may seek Lord J. Russell’s aid. . . . This would, of course, 
negative all idea of your joining in- the concern. Otherwise 
a refusal would be set down as sheer impracticability, or else 
the selfish ambition of a clique which could not stand alone, 
and should no longer attempt to do so. If the refusal to 
join Palmerston is to be a going over to the other side, and 
a definite junction within a brief space, that is clear and 
intelligible. But a refusal to join Lord Palmerston and yet 
holding out to him a promise of support, is a half-measure 
which no one will understand, and which, I own, I cannot 
see the grounds to defend.’ 

We shall now find how after long and strenuous dubitation, 
the Peelite leaders refused to join on the fifth of February, and 
then on the sixth they joined. Unpromising from the very 
first cabinet, the junction was destined to a swift and sudden 
end. Here is the story told by one of the two leading actors. 

Sunday, Feb. 4. — Herbert came to me soon after I left him, and 
told me Palmerston had at last got the commission. He con- 
sidered that this disposed of Lord Lansdowne; and seemed himself 
to be disposed to join. He said we must take care what we were 
about, and that we should be looked upon by the country as too nice 
if we declined to join Palmerston ; who he believed (and in this I 
inclined to agree), would probably form a government. He argued 
that Lord Aberdeen was out of the question ; that the vote of 
Monday night was against him that the country would not stand 
him. 

No new coalition ought to be formed, I said, without a prospect 
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534 CRISIS OF 1855 AND BREAK-UP OF THE PEELITES 

OOK unanimous, not only from the generality, but from our own 
> immediate political friends. 

’ At 10.30 I went to Sir James Graham, who is still in bed, and 
told him the point to which by hard struggles I had come. The 
case with me was briefly this. I was ready to make the sacrifice 
of personal feeling ; ready to see him (Lord Aberdeen) expelled 
from the premiership by a censure equally applicable to myself, 
and yet to remain in my office ; ready to overlook not merely the 
inferior fitness, but the real and manifest unfitness, of Palmerston for 
that office ; ready to enter upon a new venture with him, although 
in my opinion without any reasonable prospect of parliamentary 
support, such as is absolutely necessary for the credit and stability 
of a government — upon the one sole and all-embracing ground 
that the prosecution of the war with vigour, and the prosecution 
of it to and for peace, was now the question of the day to which 
every other must give way. But then it was absolutely necessary 
that if we joined a cabinet after our overlooking all this and 
more, it should be a cabinet in which confidence should be placed 
with reference to war and peace. Was the Aberdeen cabinet 
without Lord Aberdeen one in which I could place confidence? 

I answer, No. He was vital to it; his love of'peace was necessary 
to its right and steady pursuit of that great end; if, then, he 
could belong to a Palmerston cabinet, I might; but without him 
I could not. 

In all this, Sir J. Graham concurred. Herbert came full of 
doubts and fears, but on the whole adopted the same conclusion. 
Lord Aberdeen sent to say he would not come, but I wrote to beg 
him, and he appeared. On hearing how we stood, he said his 
remaining in the cabinet was quite out of the question; and that 
he had told Palmerston so yesterday when he glanced at it. But 
he thought we should incur great blame if we did not ; which, 
indeed, was plainly beyond all dispute. 

At length, when I had written and read aloud the rough draft 
of an answer, Lord Aberdeen said he must strongly advise our 
joining. I said to him, ‘Lord Aberdeen, when we have joined 
the Palmerston cabinet, you standing aloof from it, will you rise 
in your place in the House of Lords and say that you give that 
cabinet your confidence with regard to the question of war and 
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and willingly threw all the responsibility for affairs on the CHAP. 
British government. The official class, more numerous in . . 
proportion to population than in any country in Europe, iE ' r - 49, 
scrambled for the petty salaries of paltry posts allotted by 
popular election. Since 1849 they had increased by twenty- 
five per cent., and were now one in a hundred of the inhabit- 
ants. The clergy in a passive way took part with the dem- 
agogues. Men of ability and sense were not wanting, but 
being unorganized, discouraged, and saturated with distrust, 
they made no effort to stem the jobbery, corruption, waste, 
going on around them. Roads, piers, aqueducts, and other 
monuments of the British protectorate reared before 1849, 
were falling to pieces. Taxes were indifferently collected. 
Transgressors of local -law went unpunished. In ten years 
the deficit in the revenue had amounted to nearly £100,000, 
or two-thirds of a year’s income. The cultivators of the soil 
figured in official reports as naturally well affected, and only 
wishing to grow their currants and their olives in peace and 
quietness. But they were extremely poor, and they were 
ignorant and superstitious, and being all these things it was 
inevitable that they should nurse discontent with their govern- 
ment. Whoever wanted their votes knew that the way to 
get them was to denounce the Englishman as erepoSo^o? teal 
gevos, heretic, alien and tyrant. There was a senate of six 
members, chosen by the high commissioner from the as- 
sembly. The forty-two members of the assembly met below 
galleries that held a thousand persons, and nothing made 
their seats and salaries so safe as round declamations from 
the floor to the audience above, on the greatness of the 
Hellenic race and the need for union with the Greek kingdom. 

The municipal officer in charge of education used to set as 
a copy for the children, a prayer that panhellenic concord 
might drive the Turks out of Greece and the English out 
of the seven islands. 

Cephalonia exceeded the rest of the group both in popula- 
tion and in vehemence of character, while Zante came first 
of all in the industry and liveliness of its people. 1 These 

1 See Sir C. Napier’s The Colonies : treating of their value generally and 
of the Ionian Islands in particular. 
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and willingly threw all the responsibility for affairs on the 
British government. The official class, more numerous in 
proportion to population than in any country in Europe, 
scrambled for the petty salaries of paltry posts allotted by 
popular election. Since 1849 they had increased by twenty- 
five per cent., and were now one in a hundred of the inhabit- 
ants. The clergy in a passive way took part with the dem- 
agogues. Men of ability and sense were not wanting, but 
being unorganized, discouraged, and saturated with distrust, 
they made no effort to stem the jobbeiy, corruption, waste, 
going on around them. Roads, piers, aqueducts, and other 
monuments of the British protectorate reared before 1S49, 
were falling to pieces. Taxes were indifferently collected. 
Transgressors of local -law went unpunished. In ten years 
the deficit in the revenue had amounted to nearly £100,000, 
or two-thirds of a }'ear’s income. The cultivators of the soil 
figured in official reports as naturally well affected, and only 
wishing to grow their currants and their olives in peace and 
quietness. But they were extremely poor, and they were 
ignorant and superstitious, and being all these things it was 
inevitable that they should nurse discontent with their govern- 
ment. Whoever wanted their votes knew that the way to 
get them was to denounce the Englishman as erepoSo^o<; /cal 
%evo<;, heretic, alien and tyrant. There was a senate of six 
members, chosen by the high commissioner from the as- 
sembly. The forty-two members of the assembly met below 
galleries that held a thousand persons, and nothing made 
their seats and salaries so safe as round declamations from 
the floor to the audience above, on the greatness of the 
Hellenic race and the need for union with the Greek kingdom. 
The municipal officer in charge of education used to set as 
a copy for the children, a prayer that panhellenic concord 
might drive the Turks out of Greece and the English out 
of the seven islands. 

Cephalonia exceeded the rest of the group both in popula- 
tion and in vehemence of character, while Zante came first 
of all in the industry and liveliness of its people. 1 These 

1 See Sir C. Napier’s The Colonies : treating of their value generally and 
of the Ionian Islands in particular. 
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the best thing would bo by a bold coup d'etat to sweep CHAP, 
away the constitution . 1 ^ 

/Et, <19. 

nr 

Immediately after Mr. Gladstone had started, what the sec- 
retary of state described as the most serious misfortune con- 
ceivable happened. A dispatch was stolen from the pigeon- 
holes of the colonial office, and a morning paper printed it. 

It had been written home some eighteen months before by 
Sir John Young, and in it he advised his government, with 
the assent of the contracting powers, to hand over either tho 
whole of tho seven islands to Greece, or else at least the fivo 
southern islands, while transforming Corfu and its little satel- 
lite of Paxo into a British colony. It was true that a few 
days later lie had written a private letter, wholly withdrawing 
this advice and substituting for it the exact opposite, the sup- 
pression namely of such freedom as the islanders possessed. 

This second fact the public did not know, nor would the 
knowledge of it have made any difference. The published 
despatch stood on record, and say what they would, the 
startling impression could not be effaced. Well might 
Lytton call it an inconceivable misfortune. It made Austria 
uneasy, it perturbed France, and it irritated Russia, all of 
them seeing in Mr. Gladstone’s mission a first step towards 
the policy recommended in the despatch. In the breasts of 
the islanders it kindled intense excitement, and diversified 
a chronic disorder by a sharp access of fever. It made 
Young’s position desperate, though he was slow to sec it, 
and practically it brought the business of the high com- 
missioner extraordinary to nought before it had even begun. 

He learned the disaster, for disaster it was, at Vienna, and 
appears to have faced it with the same rigorous firmness 
and self-command that some of us have beheld at untoward 

1 Parliamentary Papers, relative to Ionienncs. Lefctre i\ Lord John Rus- 
the mission of the Right Hon. IF. IS. sell, par Francois Lenormant. (Paris, 

Gladstone to the Ionian Islands in 1858. Amyofc, 1861.) The Ionian Islands 
Presented in 1S61. Finlay’s History in relation to Greece. By John Dunn 
°f Greece, vii. p. 305, etc. Letters by Gardner, Esqr. , 1859. Pour years in 
Lord Charles Fitzroy, etc . , showing the Ionian Islands. By Whittingham. 
the anomalous political and financial Pamphlet by S. G. Potter, D.D. See 
position of the Ionian Islands. (Ridg- also Gleanings, iv. p. 287. 
way, 1850). Le Gouvernement des lies 
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disclaiming any designs of tliat kind. He held levees, he CIIA1 
called upon tho archbishop, he received senators and ropre- v — 
sentatives, and everywhere ho held the same emphatic / *' T * 4 
lantruasjc. He soon saw enough to convince him of tho 
harm done to British credit and influence by the severities 
in Cephalonia ; by the small regard and frequent contempt 
shown by many Englishmen for the religion of the people 
for whose government they were responsible; by tho dia- 
tribes in the London press against the loninns as brigands, 
pirates, and barbarians; and by (he absence ui high com- 
missioners and others ' of tact, good sense, and good feeling 
in the sense in which it is least common in England, the 
sense namely in which it includes a disposition to enter into 
and up to a certain point sympathise with those who differ 
with us in race, language, and creed/ Perhaps his penetrat- 
ing eye early discovered to him that forty years of bad rule 
had so embittered feeling, that even without the stolen 
despatch, he had little chance. 

He made a cruise round the islands. His visit shook 
him a good deal with respect to two of tho points — Corfu 
and Ithaca— on which if has been customary to dwell as 
proving Homer’s precise local knowledge. The rain poured 
in torrents for most of the time, but it cleared up for a space 
to reveal the loveliness of Ithaca. In the island of Ulysses 
and Penelope he danced at a hall given in his honour. In 
Cephalonia he was received by a tumultuous mol) of a 
thousand persons, whom neither the drenching rains nor 
the unexpected manner of his approach across the hills 
could baffle. They greeted him with incessant cries for 
union with Greece, thrust disaffected papers inf o his 
carriage, and hero and there indulged in cries of A v/rw y 
7 rpoaracria, down with the protectorate, down with the 
tyranny of fifty years. This exceptional disrespect he 
ascribed to what he leniently called the history of Cepha- 
lonia, meaning the savage dose of martial law nine years 
before. He justly took it for a marked symbol of the state 
of excitement at which under various influences the popular 
mind had arrived. Age and infirmity prevented the arch* 
bishop from coming to offer his respects, so after his Jercc 
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night embarked on the Terrible on his way to Athens. His 
stay in the immortal city only lasted for three or four days, 
and I find no record of his impressions. They were probabty 
those of most travellers educated enough to feel the spell of 
the Violet Crown. Illusions as to the eternal summer with 
which poets have blessed the Isles of Greece vanished as 
they found deep snow in the streets, icicles on the Acropolis, 
and snow-balling in the Parthenon. He had a reception 
only a shade less cordial than if he wore Demosthenes come 
back. He dined with King Otlio, and went to a Te Drum in 
honour of the Queen's birthday. Finlay, the learned mail 
who had more of the true spirit of history than most his- 
torians then alive, took him to a meeting of the legislature: 
he beheld some of the survivors of the war of independence, 
and made friends with one valiant lover of freedom, the 
veteran General Church. Though, thanks to the generosity 
of an Englishman, the)* had a university of their own at 
Corfu, the lonians preferred to send their sons to Athens, and 
the Athenian students immediately presented a memorial 
to Mr. Gladstone with the usual prayer for union with the 
Hellenic kingdom. On the special object of his visit, he 
came away from Athens with the impression that opinion 
in Greece was much divided on the question of immediate 
union with the Ionian islands. In truth his position had 
been a false one. Everybody was profoundly deferential, but 
nobody was quite sure whether he had come to pave the way 
for union, or to invite the Athenian government to check it, 
and when Rangabe, the foreign minister, found him without 
credentials or instructions, and staved off all discussion, Mr. 
Gladstone must have felt that though he had seen one of the 
two or three most wondrous historic sites on the globe, that 
was all. 

Of a jaunt to wilder scenes a letter of Mr. Arthur Gordon’s 
gives a pleasant glimpse : — 

You will like an account of an expedition the whole party made 
yesterday to Albania to pay a visit to an old lady, a great pro- 
prietress, Avho lives in a large ruinous castle at a place called 
Filates. She is about the greatest personage in, these regions, and 
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the head of the stairs and ushered us into a large room with a 
divan round three sides of it. Sweetmeats and water and pipes 
and coffee were brought as usual, some of the cups and their 
filigree stands very handsome. We went out to see the town, 
preceded by a tall black slave in a gorgeous blue velvet jacket, 
with a great silver stick in his hand. Under his guidance we 
visited the khans, the bazaar and the mosque ; not only were we 
allowed to enter the mosque with our shoes on, but on Gladstone 
expressing a wish to hear the call to prayer, the muezzin was 
sent up to the top of the minaret to call the azan two hours before 
the proper time. The sight of the green-turbaned imam crjung 
the azan for a Frank was most singular, and the endless variety 
of costume displayed by the crowds who thronged the verandahs 
which surround the mosque was most picturesque. The gateway 
of the castle too was a picturesque scene. Retainers and guards, 

' slaves and soldiers, and even women, were lounging about, and 
a beautiful tame little pet roedeer played with the pretty children 
in bright coloured dresses, clustering under the cavernous archway. 

We had dinner in another large room. I counted thirty-two 
dishes, or I may say courses, for each dish at a Turkish dinner is 
brought in separately, and it is rude not to eat of all ! The most 
picturesque part of the dinner, and most unusual, was the way the 
room was lighted. Eight tall, grand Albanians stood like statues 
behind us, each holding a candle. It reminded me of the torch- 
bearers who won the laird his bet in the Legend of Montrose. 

After dinner there was a long and somewhat tedious interval 
of smoking and story-telling in the dark, and we called upon 
Lacaita to recite Italian poetry, which he did with much effect, 
pouring out sonnet after sonnet of Petrarch, including that which 
my father thinks the most beautiful in the Italian language, that 
which has in it the ‘ lampeggiar del angelico riso.’ This showed 
me how easy it was to fall into the habits of a country. Glad- 
stone is as unoriental as any man well can be, yet his calling on 
Lacaita to recite was really just the same thing that every Pasha 
does after dinner, when he orders his tale-teller to repeat a story. 
The ladies meanwhile were packed off to the harem ior the 
night, Lady Bowen acting as their interpreter. My L. H. C., his 
two secretaries, his three aide-de-camps, Captains Blomfield and 
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left open was to turn the mockery of free government into 
a reality, and this operation ho proposed to carry out with 
a hold hand. The details of this enlargement of popular 
rights and privileges, and the accompanying financial purga- 
tion, do not now concern us. Whether the case either 
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demanded or permitted originalit}* in tho way of construc- 


tion I need not discuss. The manufacture of a constitution 


is always the easiest thing in the world. Tho question 
is whether the people concerned will work it, and in spite 
of that buoyant optimism which never in any circumstances 
deserted him in respect of whatever business ho might have 
in hand, Mr. Gladstone must have doubted whether his 
islanders would ever pretend to accept what they did not 
seek, as a substitute for what they did seek but were not 
allowed to have. Before anybody knew the scope of his 
. plan, the six newspapers flew to arms with a vivacity that, 
whether it was Italian or was Greek, was in oither case a fatal 
sign of the public temper. What, they cried, did the treaty 
of 1S15 mean b} r describing the Ionian state as free and inde- 
pendent? What was a protectorate, and what the rights of 
the protector ? Was there no difference between a protector 
and a sovereign ? What could be more arrogant and absurd 
than that the protector, who was not sovereign, should talk 
about ‘conceding’ reforms to a free and independent state? 
All these questions were in themselves not very easy to 
answer, but what was a more serious obstacle than the 
argumentative puzzles of partisans was a want of moral 
and political courage ; was tho sycophancy of one class, and 
the greediness of others. 1 

Closely connected with the recommendations of constitu- 
tional reform was the question by whom the necessary com- 
munications with the assembly were to be conducted. Sir 
John Young Avas obviously impossible, though he Avas not 
at once brought to face the fact. Mr. Gladstone upon this 
made to the colonial secretary (December 27) an offer that 


1 May 7, 1861. Ham. Sid Ser. that may in the course of generations 
162, p. 1687. The salaiies of the he made in the constitution of this 
deputies struck him as especially ex- country, the very last and latest will 
cessive, and on the same occasion he be the payment of membeis of this 
let fall the ebiter dictum ; ‘For my House.’ 
part I trust that of all the changes 
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left open was to turn t he mockery of free government into CHAR, 
a reality, and this operation lie proposed to carry out with .. 
a bold hand. The details of this enlargement of popular ■ / ^ T> ^ 
rights and privileges, and the accompanying financial purga- 
tion, do not. now concern us. Whether the easo either 
demanded or permitted originality in tho way of construc- 
tion I need not discuss. The manufacture of a constitution 
is always the easiest thing in tho world. Tho question 
is whether tho people concerned will work it, and in spite 
of that buoyant, optimism which never in any circumstances 
deserted him in respect, of whatever business lie might have 
in hand. Mr. Gladstone must have doubted whether his 
islanders would over pretend to accept what they did not 
seek, as a substitute for what they did seek but were not 
allowed to have. Before anybody knew the scope of bis 
. plan, t lie six newspapers ilew to arms with a vivacity that, 
whether it was Italian or was Greek, was in either case a fatal 
sign of the public temper. What, they cried, did the treaty 
of lf> 15 mean by describing t he Ionian state as free and inde- 
pendent? What was n protectorate, and what the rights of 
tho protector ? Was there no difference between a protector 
and a sovereign ? What could be more arrogant and absurd 
than that tho protector, who was not sovereign, should talk 
about ‘conceding’ reforms to a free and independent state ? 

All these questions were in themselves not very easy to 
answer, hut what was a more serious obstacle than the 
argumentative puzzles of partisans was a want of moral 
and political courage; was the sycophancy of one class, and 
the greediness of others. 1 

Closely connected with the recommendations of constitu- 
tional reform was the question by whom the necessary com- 
munications with the assembly were to be conducted. Sir 
John Young was obviously impossible, though he was not 
at once brought to face the fact. Mr. Gladstone upon this 
made to the colonial secretary (December 27) an offer that 

1 May 7 1SG1 JIam Sid Ser. that may in the course of generations 
102, p. J687. The salaries of the be made in the constitution of this 
deputies struck him ns especially ex- country, tho very last and latest Trail 
cessivc, and on the same occasion lie be the payment of members of this 
fall the obiter dictum; ‘For my House. 

Part I trust that of all the changes 
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home as to himself. Politicians above all men can never CHAP, 

safely count on the charity that tliinketh no evil. Lord John v X ' 

Russell told Lord Aberdeen that it was clear that Gladstone 60 
was staying away to avoid a discussion on the coming Reform 
bill. There was a violent attack upon him in the Times 
(January 13) as having supplanted Young. The writers of 
leading articles looked up Greek history from the days of 
the visit of Ulysses to Alcinous downwards, and they mocked 
his respect for the countrymen of Miltiades, and his rever- 
ence for the church of Chrysostom and Athanasius. The 
satirists of the cleverest journal of the day admitted his 
greatness, the brilliance and originality of his finance, the 
incomparable splendour of his eloquence, and a courage equal 
to any undertaking, that quailed before no opposition and 
suffered no abatement in defeat, and they only marvelled the 
more that a statesman of the first rank should accept at the 
hands of an insidious rival a fifth-rate mission — insidious 
rival not named but easy to identify. The fact that Mr. 
Gladstone had hired a house at Corfu was the foundation of 
a transcendent storj' that Mr. Disraeli wished to make him 
the king of the Ionian islands. 'I hardly think it needful 
to assure you,’ Mr. Gladstone told Lytton, * that I have never 
attached the smallest weight to an} r of the insinuations which 
it seems people have thought worth while to launch at some 
member or members of your government with respect to ray 
mission.’ Though Air. Gladstone was never by any means 
unconscious of the hum and buzz of paltriness and malice 
that often surrounds conspicuous public men, nobody was 
ever more regally indifferent. Graham predicted that 
though Gladstone would always be the first man in the 
House of Commons, he would not again be what he was 
before the Ionian business. They all thought that he 
would be attacked on his return. ‘Ah,’ said Aberdeen, 

‘ but he is terrible in the rebound.’ 

After much perplexity and running to and fro in London, 
it was arranged between the secretary of state and Air. 
Gladstone’s friends, including Phillimore principally, and 
then Nortlicote and M. Bernard, that a course of proceeding 
should be followed, which Mr. Gladstone when he knew it 
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3K Britain was ‘to employ a particular solicitude with regard to 
- — ' fc ^ e legislation and general administration of those °states/ 
,8 - and was to appoint a lord high commissioner to reside there 
with all necessary powers and authorities. The Duke of 
Wellington foretold that it would prove ‘ a tough and un- 
profitable job/ and so in truth it did. A constitutional 
charter in 1S17 formed a system of government that soon 
became despotic enough to satisfy Metternich himself. The 
scheme has been justly described as a singularly clever 
piece of work, appearing to give much while in fact giving 
nothing at all. It contained a decorous collection of 
chapters, sections, and articles imposing enough in their 
outer aspect, but in actual operation the whole of them 
reducible to a single clause enabling the high commis- 
sioner to do whatever he pleased. 

This rough but not ill-natured despotism lasted for littlo 
more than thirty years, and then in 1849, under the influence 
of the great upheaval of 1S48, it was changed into a system 
of more popular and democratic build. The old A r enetians, 
when for a couple of centuries they were masters in this 
region, laid it down that the islanders must be kept with 
their teeth drawn and their claws clipped. Bread and the 
stick, said Father Paul, that is what they want. This view 
prevailed at the colonial office, and maxims of Father 
Paul Sarpi’s sort, incongruously combined with a paper con- 
stitution, worked as ill as possible. Mr. Gladstone always 
applied to the new system of 1849 Charles Puller’s figure, of 
first lighting the fire and then stopping up the chimney. 
The stick may be wholesome, and local self-government may 
bo wdiolcsome, but in combination or rapid alternation they 
arc apt to work nothing but mischief either in Ionian or any 
other islands. Sir Charles Napier — the Napier of Scindc — 
who had been Resident in Cepbalonia thirty years before, 
in Byron’s closing days, describes the richer classes as lively 
and agreeable; the women as having both beauty and wit, 
but of little education; the poor as hardy, industrious, and 
intelligent — all full of pleasant humour and vivacity, with 
a striking resemblance, says Napier, to Ins countrymen, 
the Irish. The tipper class was mainly Italian in origin. 
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was staying away to avoid a discussion on the coming Pc form 
bill. There was a violent attack upon him in the Times 
(January 13) as having supplanted Young. The writers of 
leading articles looked up Greek history from the days of 
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ence for the church of Chrysostom and Athanasius. The 
satirists of the cleverest journal of the day admitted his 
greatness, the brilliance and originality of his finance, the 
incomparable splendour of his eloquence, and a courage equal 
to any undertaking, that quailed before no opposition and 
suffered no abatement in defeat, and they only marvelled the 
more that a statesman of the first rank should accept at the 
hands of an insidious rival a fifth-rate mission — insidious 
rival not named but easy to identify. The fact that Mr. 
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OK Britain was ‘ to employ a particular solicitude with regard to 
r — ' tlle legislation and general administration of those states/ 
,8 ' and was to appoint a lord high commissioner to reside there 
with all necessary powers and authorities. The Duke of 
Wellington foretold that it would prove ‘ a tough and un- 
profitable job/ and so in truth it did. A constitutional 
charter in 1817 formed a system of government that soon 
became despotic enough to satisfy Metternich himself. The 
scheme has been justly described as a singularly clever 
piece of work, appearing to give much while in fact giving 
nothing at all. It contained a decorous collection of 
chapters, sections, and articles imposing enough in their 
outer aspect, but in actual operation the whole of them 
reducible to a single clause enabling the high commis- 
sioner to do whatever he pleased. 

This rough but not ill-natured despotism lasted for little 
more than thirty years, and then in 1849, under the influence 
of the great upheaval of 1848, it was changed into a system 
of more popular and democratic build. The old Venetians, 
when for a couple of centuries they were masters in this 
region, laid it down that the islanders must be kept with 
their teeth drawn and their claws clipped. Bread and the 
stick, said Father .Paul, that is what they want. This view 
prevailed at the colonial office, and maxims of Father 
Paul Sarpi’s sort, incongruously combined with a paper con- 
stitution, worked as ill as possible. Mr. Gladstone always 
applied to the new system of 1849 Charles Buller’s figure, of 
first lighting the fire and then stopping up the chimney. 
The stick may be wholesome, and local self-government may 
be wholesome, but in combination or rapid alternation they 
are apt to work nothing but mischief either in Ionian or any 
other islands. Sir Charles Napier — the Napier of Scinde — 
who had been Resident in Cephalonia thirty years before, 
in Byron’s closing days, describes the richer classes as lively 
and agreeable; the women as having both beauty and wit, 
but of little education ; the poor as hardy, industrious, and 
intelligent — all full of pleasant humour and vivacity, with 
a striking resemblance, says Napier, to his countrymen, 
the Irish. The upper class was mainly Italian in origin. 
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constitution, to have dissolved them, and above all to have 
stopped their pay. Instead of this he informed them that 
they must put their wishes into the shape of a petition to 
the Queen. The idea was seized with alacrity (January 29). 
Oligarchs and demagogues were equally pleased to fall in 
with it, the former because they hoped it would throw their 
rivals into deeper discredit with their common master, the 
latter because they knew it would endear them to their 
constituents. 

The Corfiotes received the declaration of the assembly and 
the address to the Queen with enthusiasm. Great crowds 
followed the members to their homes with joyous acclama- 
tions, all the bells of the town were set ringing, there was a 
grand illumination for two nights, and the archbishop ordered 
a Te Dcum. Neither te-deums nor prayers melted the heart 
of the British cabinet, aware of the truth impressed at the 
time on Mr. Gladstone bj r Iytton, that neither the English 
public nor the English parliament likes any policy that 
‘gives anything up.’ The Queen was advised to reply that 
she could neither consent to abandon the obligations she 
had undertaken, nor could permit any application from 
the islands to other Powers in furtherance of any similar 
design. 

Then at last came the grand plan for constitutional recon- 
struction. Mr. Gladstone after first stating the rejfiy of the 
Queen, read an eloquent address to the assembly (February 4) 
in Italian, adjuring them to reject all attempts to evade by 
any indirect devices the duty of pronouncing a clear and 
intelligible judgment on the propositions now laid before 
them. His appeal was useless, and it was received exactly 
as plans for assimilating Irish administration to English 
used to be. The nationalists knew that reform would be 
a difficulty the more in the way of separation, the retro- 
grades knew it would be a spoke in the wheel of their 
own jobbery. Mr. Gladstone professed extreme and truly 
characteristic astonishment in respect of the address to 
the Queen, that they should regard the permission to 
ask as identical with the |)romise to grant, and the 
right to petition as equivalent to the right to demand. 
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BOOK two islands were the main scene and source of difficulty. 
=—r~ — ' Cephalonia nine years before the date with which we 

18 j 8 . are now dealing, an agrarian rising had occurred more 
like a bad whiteboy outrage than a national rebellion, 
and it was suppressed with cruel rigour by the high 
commissioner of the day. Twenty-two people had been 
hanged, three hundred or more had been flogged, most of 
them without any species of judicial investigation. The 
fire-raisings and destruction of houses and vineyards were 
of a fierce brutality to match. These Ionian atrocities were 
the proceedings with which Prince Schwarzenberg had 
taunted Lord Aberdeen by way of rejoinder to Mr. Gladstone’s 
letters on barbarous misgovernment in Naples, and the feel- 
ings that they had roused were still smouldering. Half a 
dozen newspapers existed, all of them vehemently and irre- 
concilably unionist, though all controlled by members of the 
legislative assembly who had taken an oath at the beginning 
of each parliament to respect and maintain the constitutional 
rights of the protecting sovereign. The liberty of unlicensed 
printing, however, had been subject to a pretty stringent 
check. By virtue of what was styled a power of high police, 
the lord high commissioner was able at his own will and 
pleasure to tear away from home, occupation, and livelihood 
anybody that he chose, and the high police found its com- 


monest objects in the editors of newspapers. An obnoxious 
leading article was not infrequently followed by deportation 
to some small and barren rock, inhabited by a handful of 
fishermen. Not Cherubim and Seraphim, said Mr. Glad- 
stone, could work such a system. A British corporal with 
all the patronage in his hands, said another observer, would 
get on better than the greatest and wisest statesman since 
Pericles, if he had not the patronage. It was little wonder 
that a distracted lord high commissioner, to adopt the 
similes of the florid secretary of state, should one day send 
home a picture like Salvator’s Massacre of the Innocents, 
or Michel Angelo’s Last Judgment, and the next day recall 
the swains of Albano at repose in the landscapes of Claude; 
should one day advise his chiefs to wash their hands of 
the lonians, and on the morrow should hint that perhaps 
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there were only seven dissentients. Mr. Gladstone sums up CHAP, 
the case in a private letter to Sidney Herbert. . X ‘ 

Corfu, IVh Feb . 1859. — This decision is not convenient for me ^ r ‘ 
personalty, nor for the government at home; hut as a whole I 
cannot regret it so far as England is concerned. I think the pro- 
posals give here almost for the first time a perfectly honourable 
and tenable position in the face of the islands. The first set of 
manoeuvres was directed to preventing them from being made; 
and that made me realty uneasy. The only point of real import- 
ance was to get them out. . . . Do not hamper yourself In this 
affair with me. Let me sink or swim. I have been labouring for 
truth and justice, and am sufficiently happy in the consciousness 
of it, to be little distressed either with the prospect of blame, or 
with the more serious question whether I acted rightly or wrongly 
in putting myself in the place of L.H.C. to propose these reforms, 

— a step which has of course been much damaged by the early 
nomination of Sir H. Storks, done out of mere consideration for 
me in another point of view. Lytton’s conduct throughout has 
been such that I could have expected no more from the oldest and 
most confiding friend. 

To Lyttou himself be writes (Feb. 7, 1859): — 

I sincerely wish that I could have repaid your generous confi- 
dence and admirable support with recommendations suited to the 
immediate convenience of your government. But in sending me, 
you grappled with a difficulty which you might have postponed, 
and I could not but do the same. Whether it was right that I 
should come, I do not feel very certain. Yet (stolen dispatch and 
all) I do not regret it. For my feelings are those you have so 
admirably described ; and I realty do not know for what it is that 
political life is worth the living, if it be not for an opportunity of 
endeavouring to redeem in the face of the world the character 
of our country wherever, it matters not on how small a scale, 
that character has been compromised. 

Language like this, as sincere as it was lofty, supplies the 
true test by which to judge Mr, Gladstone’s conduct both in 
the Ionian transaction and many another. From the point 
of personal and selfish interest any simpleton might see that 
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X)K moments long after. The ambassador told him that he 
V — ' ought to see the Austrian minister. With Count Buol he 
* 58, had a long interview accordingly, and assured him that his 
mission had no concern with any question of Ionian annexa- 
tion whether partial or total. Count Buol on his part 
disclaimed all aggressive tendencies in respect of Turkey, 
and stated emphatically that the views and conduct of 
Austria in her Eastern policy were in the strictest sense 
conservative. 

Embarking at Trieste on the warship Terrible, Nov. 21, 
and after a delightful voyage down the Adriatic, five days 
after leaving Vienna (Nov. 24th) Mr. Gladstone found him- 
self at Corfu — the famous island of which he had read 
such memorable things in Thucydides and Xenophon, the 
harbour where the Athenians had fitted out the expedition 
to Syracuse, so disastrous to Greek democracy; where the 
young Octavian had rallied his fleet before the battle of 
Actium, so critical for the foundation of the empire of the 
Caesars ; and whence Don John had sallied forth for the 
victory of Lepanto, so fatal to the conquering might of the 
Ottoman Turks. It was from Corfu that the brothers 
Bandiera had started on their tragic enterprise for the 
deliverance of Italy fourteen years before. Mr. Gladstone 
landed under a salute of seventeen guns, and was received 
with all ceremony and honour by the lord high commissioner 
and his officers. 

He was not long in discovering what mischief the stolen 
despatch had done, and may well have suspected from the first 
in his inner mind that his efforts to undo it would bear 
little fruit. The morning after his arrival the ten members 
for Corfu came to him in a body with a petition to the 
Queen denouncing the plan of making their island a British 
colony, and. praying for union with Greece. The munici- 
pality followed suit in the evening. The whole sequel was 
in keeping. Mr. Gladstone with Young’s approval made a 
speech to the senate, in which he threw over the despatch, 
severed his mission wholly from any purpose or object in the 
way of annexation, and dwelt much upon a circular addressed 
by the foreign office in London to all its ministers abroad 
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there were only seven dissentients. Mr. Gladstone sums up 
the case in a private letter to Sidney Herbert. 

Corfu, 11th Feb . 1S59. — This decision is not convenient for me 
personally, nor for the government at home ; but as a whole I 
cannot regret it so far as England is concerned. I think the pro- 
posals give here almost for the first time a perfectly honourable 
and tenable position in the face of the islands. The first set of 
manoeuvres was directed to preventing them from being made; 
and that made me really uneasy. The only point of real import- 
ance was to get them out. . . . Do not hamper yourself in this 
affair with me. Let me sink or swim. I have been labouring for 
truth and justice, and am sufficiently happy in the consciousness 
of it, to be little distressed either with the prospect of blame, or 
with the more serious question whether I acted rightly or wrongly 
in putting myself in the place of L.H.C. to propose these reforms, 
— a step which has of course been much damaged by the early 
nomination of Sir H. Storks, done out of mere consideration for 
me in another point of view. Jetton’s conduct throughout has 
been such that I could have expected no more from the oldest and 
most confiding friend. 

To Lytton himself he writes (Feb. 7, 1859) : — 

I sincerely wish that I could have repaid your generous confi- 
dence and admirable support with recommendations suited to the 
immediate convenience of your government. But in sending me, 
you grappled Avith a difficulty AAdiich you might have postponed, 
and I could not but do the same. Whether it Avas right that I 
should come, I do not feel A r ery certain. Yet (stolen dispatch and 
all) I do not regret it. For my feelings are those you have so 
admirably described • and I really do not know for Avhat it is that 
political life is Avorth the living, if it be not for an opportunity of 
endeavouring to redeem in the face of the Avorld the character 
of our country wherever, it matters not on hoAv small a scale, 

that character has been compromised. 

*• , 

Language like this, as sincere as it was lofty, supplies the 
true test by Avhich to judge Mr. Gladstone’s conduct both in 
the Ionian transaction and many another. From the point 
of personal and selfish interest any singleton might see that 
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3K Mr. Gladstone ‘with his suite repaired to the archbishop. 
- — ' ‘We found him/ says Mr. Gordon, ‘seated on a sofa dressed 
,8 * in his most gorgeous robes of gold and purple, over which 
flowed down a long white beard. . . . Behind him stood a 
little court of black- robed, black-bearded, black-capped, dark- 
faced priests. He is eighty-six years old, and his manners 
and appearance were dignified in the extreme. Speaking 
slowly and distinctly he began to tell Gladstone that the 
sole wish of Cephalonia was to be united to Greece, and 
there was something very exciting and affecting in the 
tremulous tones of the old man saying over and over again, 
“ questa infelice isola, questct isolcc inf dice,” as the tears 
streamed down his cheeks and long silvery beard. It was 
• like a scene in a play/ 

At Zante (Dec. 15), the surface was smoother. A concourse 
of several thousands awaited him; Greek flags were flying 
on all sides in the strong morning sea-breeze; the town 
bands played Greek national tunes ; the bells were all ring- 
ing ; the harbour was covered with boats full of gaily dressed 
people; and the air resounded with loud shouts 6 

c ptXeWrju rXaScrrai/, £V;r<y 77 k'uco<rc<; jiera T 779 f/ EX/Va§ 09 , Long 
live Gladstone the Philhellene, hurrah for union with Greece. 

Every room and passage in the residency, Mr. Gordon writes to 
Lord Aberdeen, was already thronged. . . . Upstairs the excitement 
was great, and as soon as Gladstone had taken his place, in swept 
Gerasimus the bishop (followed by scores of swarthy priests in 
their picturesque black robes) and tendered to him the petition 
for union. But before he could deliver it, Gladstone stopped him 
and addressed to him and to the assembly a speech in excellent 
Italian. Never did I hear his beautiful voice ring out more clear 
or more tlirillingly than when he said, ‘ Ecco V inganno. 1 ... It 
was a scene not to be forgotten. The priests, with eye and hand 
and gesture, expressed in lively pantomime to each other the effect 
produced by each sentence, in what we should think a most 
exaggerated way, like a chorus on the stage, but the effect was 
most picturesque. 

He attended a banquet one niglit, went to the theatre the 
next, where he was greeted with lusty zetos, and at mid- 
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there were only seven dissentients. Mr. Gladstone sums up 
the case in a private letter to Sidney Herbert. 

Corfu, 17 th Feb. 1S59. — This decision is not convenient for me 
personally, nor for the government at home; but as a whole I 
cannot regret it so far as England is concerned. I think the pro- 
posals give here almost for the first time a perfect]}" honourable 
and tenable • position in the face of the islands. The first set of 
manoeuvres was directed to preventing them from being made ; 
and that made me really uneasy. The only point of real import- 
ance was to get them out. . . . Do not hamper yourself in this 
affair with me. Let me sink or swim. I have been labouring for 
truth ancl justice, and am sufficiently happy in the consciousness 
of it, to be little distressed either with the prospect of blame, or 
with the more serious question whether I acted rightly or wrongly 
in putting myself in the place of L.H.C. to propose these reforms, 
— a step which has of course been much damaged by the early 
nomination of Sir H. Storks, done out of mere consideration for 
me in another point of view. Ljffiton’s conduct throughout has 
been such that I could have expected no more from the oldest and 
most confiding friend. 

To Lytton himself he writes (Feb. 7, 1859) : — 

I sincerely wish that I could have repaid your generous confi- 
dence and admirable support with recommendations suited to the 
immediate convenience of your government. But in sending me, 
you grappled with a difficulty which you might have postponed, 
and I could not but do the same. Whether it was right that I 
should come, I do not feel very certain. Yet (stolen dispatch and 
all) I do not regret it. For my feelings are those you have so 
admirably described ; and I really do not know for what it is that 
political life is worth the living, if it be not for an opportunity of 
endeavouring to redeem in the face of the world the character 
of our country wherever, it matters not on how small a scale, 

that character has been compromised. 

*► , 

Language like this, as sincere as it was lofty, supplies * 
true test by which to judge Mr. Gladstone’s conduct 
the Ionian transaction and many another. From h 
of personal and selfish interest any simpleton might 
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3K it was thought that the lord high commissioner should pay her 
■ • *' visit if he wished to see Albania. ... It was a lovely morn- 
ing, and breakfast was laid on the balcony of the private apart- 
ments looking over the garden and commanding the loveliest of 
views across the strait. Gladstone was in the highest spirits, full 
of talk and romping boyishly. After breakfast the L. Ii. C.’s barge 
and the cutters of the Terrible conveyed us on board the pretty 
little gunboat. 

We reached Sayada in about two hours, and were received on 
landing by the governor of the province, who had ridden down 
from Filates to meet us. We went to the house of the English 
vice-consul, whilst the long train of horses was preparing to start, 
but after a few minutes’ stay there Gladstone became irrepressibly 
restless, and insisted on setting off to walk — I of course walked 
too. The old steward also went with us, and a guard of eight 
white-kilted palikari on foot. The rest of the party rode, and 
from a slight hill which we soon reached, it was verjr pretty to 
look back at the long procession starting from Sayada and pro- 
ceeding along the narrow causeway running parallel to our path, 

/ 

the figures silhouetted against the sea. Filates is about 12 miles 
from Sayada, perhaps more, the path is rugged and mountainous, 
and commands some fine views. Our palikari guards fired off 
their long Afghan-looking guns in every direction, greatly to 
Gladstone’s annoyance, but there was no stopping them. 

Scouts on the hills gave warning of our approach, and at the 
entrance to Filates we were met by the whole population. First 
the Valideh’s retainers, then the elders, then the moolahs in their 
great green turbans, the Christian community, and finally, on the 
top of the hill, the Valid eh’s little grandson, gorgeously dressed, 
and attended by his tutor and a number of black slaves. The 
little boy salaamed to Gladstone with much grace and self- 
possession, and then conducted us to the castle, in front of which 
all the townsfolk who were not engaged in receiving us were 
congregated in picturesque groups on the smooth grassy lawns 
and under the great plane trees. The castle is a large ruinous 
enclosure of walls and towers, with buildings of all sorts and ages 
within. The Valideh herself, attired in green silk and a fur 
pelisse, her train held by two negro female slaves, received us at 
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up the broad doctrine that a people are the only true judges C HAP , 
who should be their rulers — a proposition that was at once « 
seized and much used by the Dandolos, Lombardos, Cavalier- Mt - 60 * 
atos and the rest at Corfu. Scarcely anybody pretended 
that England had any separate or selfish interest of her own. 

‘ It is in my view/ said Mr. Gladstone, f entirely a matter of 
that kind of interest only, which is in one sense the 
highest interest of all — namely the interest which is in- 
herent in her character and duty, and her exact and regular 
fulfilment of obligation!? which she has contracted with 
Europe.’ 1 

But he held the opinion that it would be nothing less than 
a crime against the safety of Europe, as connected with the 
state and course of the Eastern question, if England were at 
this moment to surrender the protectorate ; for if you should 
surrender the protectorate, what were you to say to Candia, 
Thessaly, Albania, and other communities of Greek stock 
still under Turkish rule ? Then there was a military question. 

Large sums of British money had been flung away on forti- 
fications, 2 and people talked of Corfu as they talked in later 
years about Cyprus, as a needed supplement to the strength 
of Gibraltar and Malta, and indispensable to our Mediter- 
ranean power. People listened agape to demonstrations 
that the Ionian islands were midwajr between England and 
the Persian Gulf; that they were two-thirds of the way 
to the Red Sea; that they blocked up the mouth of 
the Adriatic; Constantinople, Smj'rna, Alexandria, Naples, 
formed a belt of great towns around them; they were 
central to Asia, Europe and Africa. And so forth in the 
alarmist’s well-worn currenc} r . 

Lord Palmerston in 1850 had declared in his highest style 
that Corfu was a very important position for Mediterranean 
interests in the event of a war, and it would be great folly to 
give it up. A year later he repeated that though he should 

1 Mr. Gladstone, May 7, 1861. — engineer how much it would cost. 

Hans. Third Ser. 162, p. 1687. The engineer talked about £100,000, 

2 Napier in his Memoir on the ‘ Upon this Sir Thomas turned round 
Hoads of Cephalonia (p. 45) tells how in the boat, Yrith a long and loud 
Maitland had a notion of building a whistle. After this whistle I thought 
fort on that island, and on his boat it best to let at least a year passwith- 
onc day asked the commanding out again mentioning the subject.’ 
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DK Mandricardi, and the vice-consul, all slept in the same room, 
y— — ' an d that not a large one, and we were packed tight on the floor, 
58, under quilts of Brusa silk and gold, tucked up round us by 
gorgeous Albanians. Gladstone amused himself with speculating 
whether or no we were in contravention of the provisions of Lord 
Shaftesbury’s lodging-house act ! 

After a month of cloudless sunshine it took it into its head to 
rain this night of all nights in the year, and rain as it only does in 
these regions. Gladstone and I walked down again despite of 
wind, rain, and mud, and our jmlikari guard — to keep up their 
spirits, I suppose — chanted wild choruses all the way. We 
nearly got stuck altogether in the muddy flat near Sayada, 
and got on board the Osprey wet through, my hands so chilled 
I could hardly steer the boat. Of course we had far outwalked 
the riding party, so we had to wait. What a breakfast we ate ! 
that is those of us who could eat, for the passage was rough 
and Gladstone and the ladies flat on their backs and very sorry 
for themselves. 

Mr. Gladstone’s comment in liis diary is brief: — ‘The 
whole impression is saddening; it is all indolence, decay, 
stagnation ; the image of God seems as if it were nowhere. 
But there is much of wild and picturesque.’ The English 
in the island, both civil and military, adopted the tone 
of unfriendly journals in London, and the garrison went 
so far as not even to invite Mr. Gladstone to mess, a 
compliment never omitted before. The Ionians, on the 
other hand, like people in most other badly governed 
countries did not show in the noblest colours. There 
were petitions, letters, memorials, as to which Mr. Glad- 
stone mildly notes that he has to ‘lament a spirit of 
exaggeration and obvious errors of fact.’ There was a 
stream of demands from hosts of Spiridiones, Christodulos, 
Euphrosunes, for government employ, and the memorial 
survives, attested by bishop and clergy, of a man with a 
daughter to marry, who being too poor to find a dowry 
‘ had decided on reverting to your Excellency’s well-known 
philhellenisin, and with tears in his eyes besought that 
your Excellency,’ et cetera. 


CHAPTER XI 


JUNCTION WITH THE LIBERALS 

{ 1859 ) 

Conviction, in spite of early associations and long-cherished 
prepossessions — strong conviction, and an overpowering sense of the 
public interests operating for many, many years before full effect 
was given to it, placed me in the ranks of the liberal party. — 

Gladstone (Ormskirk, 1867). 

When Mr. Gladstone returned to England in March 1859, CHAP, 
he found the conservatives with much ineffectual industry, v X I ' 
some misplaced ingenuity, and many misgivings and divi- ^ Et ‘ 50, 
sions, trying their hands at parliamentary reform. Their 
infringement of what passed for a liberal patent was not 
turning out well. Convulsions in the cabinet, murmurs in 
the lobbies, resistance from the opposite benches, all showed 
that a ministry existing on sufferance would not at that 
stage be allowed to settle the question. In this contest 
Mr. Gladstone did not actively join. Speaking from the 
ministerial side of the House, he made a fervid defence of 
nomination boroughs as the nurseries of statesmen, but he 
voted with ministers against a whig amendment. His 
desire, he said, was to settle the question as soon as possible, 
always, however, on the foundation of trust in the people, 
that ‘ sound and satisfactory basis on which for several years 
past legislation had been proceeding.’ The hostile amend- 
ment was carried against ministers by statesmen irreconcil- 
ably at variance with one another, alike in principle and 
object. The majority of thirty-nine was very large for 
those days, and it was decisive. Though the parliament was 
little more than a couple of years old, yet in face of the 
desperate confusion among leaders, parties, and groups, and 

C2I 





THIS IONIAN ISLANDS 


>0K 


IV 


68 . 


Mr. Gladstone applied liimself with the utmost gravity 
to the affairs of a pygmy state with a total population 
under 250,000. His imagination did its work. While you 
seem, he said most truly, to be dealing only with a few 
specks scarcely visible on the map of Europe, you are 
engaged in solving a problem as delicate and difficult as 
if it arose on a far more conspicuous stage. The people 
he found to be eminently gifted by nature with that 
subtlety which is* apt to degenerate into sophistry, and 
prone to be both rather light-minded and extremely sus- 
picious. The permanent officials in Downing Street, with 
less polite analysis, had been accustomed to regard the 
islanders more bluntly as a ‘ pack of scamps. 5 This was 
what had done the mischief. The material condition of 
the cultivators was in some respects not bad, but Mr. 
Gladstone laid down a profound and solid principle when 
he said that ‘no method of dealing with a civilised com- 
munity can be satisfactory which does not make provision 
for its political action as well as its social state. 51 The 
idea of political reform had for a time made head against 
the idea of union with the Greek kingdom, but for some 
years past the whole stream of popular tendency and feeling 
set strongly towards union, and disdained contentment with 
anything else. Mankind turn naturally to the solutions that 
seem the simplest. Mr. Gladstone condemned the existing 
system as bad for us and bad for them. Circumstances made 
it impossible for him to suggest amendment by throwing 
the burden bodily off our shoulders, and at that time he 
undoubtedly regai’ded union with Greece as in itself undesir- 
able for the Ionians. Circumstances and his own love of 
freedom made it equally impossible to recommend the 
violent suppression of the constitution. The only course 

1 Finlay, History of Greece , vii. p. and rights of property were the real 
306, blames both Bulwer and Mr. evils that required remedy, and over 
Gladstone because they ‘ directed these the British government could 
their attention to the means of apply- exercise very little influence if opposed 
ing sound theories of government by the Ionian representatives. ’ But 
to a state of things where a change is not this to say that the real remedy 
in the social relations of the inhabi- was unattainable without political 
tants and modifications in the tenure reform ? 
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if lie had already determined on Young’s recall, and if he 
- thought reform would stand a better chance if introduced 
by Mr. Gladstone himself, he was willing to serve as lord 
high commissioner for the very limited time that might 
be necessary. We may be sure that the government lost 
not an hour in making up their minds on a plan that went 
still further both in the way of bringing Mr. Gladstone into 
still closer connection with them, and towards relieving 
themselves of a responsibility which they never from the 
first had any business to devolve upon Mr. Gladstone or 
anybody else. The answer came by telegraph (January 11), 

‘ The Queen accepts. Your commission is being made out.’ 

All other embarrassments were now infinitely aggravated 
by the sudden discovery from the lawyers that acceptance of 
the new office not only vacated the seat in parliament, but 
also rendered Mr. Gladstone incapable of election until he had . 
ceased to hold the office. ‘ This, I must confess/ he told Sir 
Edward, ‘ is a great blow. The difficulty and the detriment are 
serious’ (January 17). If some enemy on the meeting of the 
House in February should choose to move the writ for the 
vacant seat at Oxford, the election would necessarily take 
place at a date too early for the completion of the business 
at Corfu, and Mr. Gladstone still at work as high commissioner 
would still therefore be ineligible. Nobody was ever by con- 
stitution more averse than Mr. Gladstone to turning backward, 
and in this case he felt himself especially bound to go for- 
ward not only by the logic of the Ionian situation at the 
moment, but for the reason which was also characteristic of 
him, that the Queen in approving his appointment (January 
7) had described his conduct as both patriotic and most 
opportune, and therefore he thought there would be unspeak- 
able shabbiness in turning round upon her by a hurried 
withdrawal. The Oxford entanglement thus became almost 
desperate. Resolved not to disturb the settled order of pro- 
ceeding with his assembly, Mr. Gladstone with a thoroughly 
characteristic union of ingenuity and tenacity tried various 
ways of extrication. To complete the mortifications of the 
position, the telegraph broke down. 

The scrape was nearly as harassing to his friends at 
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if he had ahead}- determined on Young's recall, and if he 
' thought reform would stand a better chance if introduced 
by Mr. Gladstone himself, he was willing to serve as lord 
high commissioner for the very limited time that might 
be necessary. We may be sure that the government lost 
not an hour in making up their minds on a plan that went 
still further both in the way of bringing Mr. Gladstone into 
still closer connection with them, and towards relieving 
themselves of a responsibility which they never from the 
first had any business to devolve upon Mr. Gladstone or 
anybody else. The answer came by telegraph (January 11), 

‘ The Queen accepts. Your commission is being made out.’ 

All other embarrassments were now infinitely aggravated 
by the sudden discovery from the lawyers that acceptance of 
the new office not only vacated the seat in parliament, but 
also rendered Mr. Gladstone incapable of election until he had , 
ceased to hold the office. ‘ This, I must confess,’ he told Sir 
Edward, * is a great blow. The difficulty and the detriment are 
serious’ (January 17). If some enemy on the meeting of the 
House in February should choose to move the writ for the 
vacant seat at Oxford, the election would necessarily take 
place at a date too early for the completion of the business 
at Corfu, and Mr. Gladstone still at work as high commissioner 
would still therefore be ineligible. Nobody was ever by con- 
stitution more averse than Mr. Gladstone to turning backward, 
and in this case he felt himself especially bound to go for- 
ward not only by the logic of the Ionian situation at the 
moment, but for the reason which was also characteristic of 
him, that the Queen in approving his appointment (January 
7) had described his conduct as both patriotic and most 
opportune, and therefore he thought there would be unspeak- 
able shabbiness in turning round upon her by a hurried 
withdrawal. The Oxford entanglement thus became almost 
desperate. Resolved not to disturb the settled order of pro- 
ceeding with his assembly, Mr. Gladstone with a thoroughly 
characteristic union of ingenuity and tenacity tried various 
ways of extrication. To complete the mortifications of the 
position, the telegraph broke down. 

The scrape was nearly as harassing to his friends at 
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3K thought unfortunate. A new commission naming a suc- 
- — /cessor was issued, and Mr. Gladstone then became ipso facto 
l9 ' liberated. Sir Henry Storks was the officer chosen, and as 
soon as his commission was formally received by him, he 
was to execute a warrant under which he deputed all powers 
to Mr. Gladstone until his arrival. Whether Mr. Gladstone 
was lord high commissioner when lie came to propose his 
reform, is a moot point. So intricate was the puzzle that 
the under-secretary addressed a letter to Mr. Gladstone by 
his name and not by the style of his official dignity, because 
he could not be at all sure what that official dignity really 
was. What is certain is that Mr. Gladstone, though it was 
never his way to quarrel with other people’s action taken in 
good faith on his behalf, did not perceive the necessity for 
proceeding so rapidly to the appointment of his successor, 
and thought it decidedly injurious to such chances as his 
reforms might have possessed. 1 

The assembly that had been convoked by Sir John 
Young for an extraordinary session (January 25), at once 
showed that its labours would bear no fruit. Mr. Glad- 
stone as lord high commissioner opened the session with 
a message that they had met to consider proposals for 
reform which he desired to lay before them as soon as 
possible. The game began with the passing of a resolu- 
tion that it was the single and unanimous will (OeXycns) 
of the Ionian people that the seven islands should be 
united to Greece. Mr. Gladstone fought like a lion for 
scholar’s authority to treat the word as onl} r meaning wish 
or disposition, and he took for touchstone the question 
whether men could speak of the deXycns of the Almighty; 
the word in the Lord’s Prayer was found to be Oekrjfia. 
As Finlay truly says, it would have been much more to the 
point to accept the word as it was meant by those who used 
it. As to that no mistake was possible. Some say that 
he ought plainly to have told them they had violated the 

1 On Feb. 7, the secretary of the by accepting the offico of lord high 
treasury moved the writ, and the commissioner of the Ionian Islands, 
next day the vice-chancellor notified which he no longer holds. He was 
that there would bo an election, Mr. re-elected (Feb. 12) without opposi- 
Gladstone having ‘vacated his scat tion. 
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? K It the affair had been less practically vexatious, we can 
1 — * imagine the Socratic satisfaction with which Mr. Gladstone 
would have revelled in pressing all these and many other 
distinctions on those who boasted of h ratio Socrates’ 
fellow-countrymen. 

From day to day anxiously did Mr. Gladstone watch wlmt 
he called the dodges of the assembly. Abundant reason ns 
there was to complain of the conduct of the Tonians in all 
these proceedings, it, is well to record the existence of a 
number of sincere patriots and enlightened men like the 
two brothers Themistocles, Napoleon Zambclli, and Sir 
Peter Braila, afterwards (deck minister in London. This 
small hand of loyal adherents gave Mr. Gladstone all the help 
they could in preparing his scheme of reform, and after the 
scheme was launched, they strained every nerve to induce 
the assembly to assent, to it in spite of the pressure from 
the people. Their efforts were necessarily unavailing. The 
great majority, composed as usual of the friends of Kngland 
who trembled for their own jobs, joining hands with the 
demagogues, was hostile to the changes proposed, and only 
flinched from a peremptory vote from doubt as to its recep- 
tion among the people. Promptitude and force were not 
to he expected in either way from men iti such a frame 
of mind. ‘On a preliminary debate,' Mr. Gladstone wrote 
mournfully to Philiitnore, ■ without any motion whatever, 
one man has spoken for nearly the whole of two du\s.’ 
Strong language about tin* proposals as cheating and 
fraudulent was freely used, hut nothing that in Mr. Glad- 
stone’s view justified one of those high-handed prorogations 
after the manner «»f the Stuarts, that had bout the usual 
expedient in ouanvls between tin* inch enuunh siom r and a 
n calcitrant iv*s,-inblv. Tite-e donuts had h rotted if Ltwdi’h 
rule over the islands to a b*vol m th** opinum o{ South* rn 
Karon*- with Andrian rn!** at \ uuce atnl the r-uvn o! fh»* 
cardinals in s ho pontifical state 

Sir lb nrv Storks arrived on th” Jctn os I *-sru try, ate! 
tie" > ..tu** li.c. th** rc-ejnbh which b* !«*'■•■ had n* ' 51 Ui: ’ 

•V d**: w, in a or- .? hurrv ir-v a v*<t<* atrah-'t th»- pr»*p- d*. 
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500 ic If the affair had been less practically vexatious, we can 
— -,j — ■' imagine the Socratic satisfaction with whieli Mr. Gladstone 
t$.o. would have revelled in pressing all these and many other 
distinctions *>n those who boasted of bping Socrates' 
fellow-conn tty men. 

From day to day anxiously did Mr. Gladstone watch what 
he called the dodges of the assembly. Abundant reason as 
there was to complain of the conduct of the Ionians in all 
these proceedings, it is well to record the existence of a 
number of sincere patriots and enlightened men like the 
two brothers Themistooles, Napoleon Zambelli, and Sir 
Peter Braila, afterwards (deck minister in London. Tin's 
small hand of loyal adherents gave Mr. Gladstone all the help 
they could in preparing his scheme of reform, and after the 
scheme was launched, they strained every nerve to induce 
the assembly to assent to it, in spite of the pressure from 
the people. Their efforts were necessarily unavailing. The 
great majority, composed as usual of (ho friends of England 
who trembled for their own jobs, joining hands with the 
demagogues, was hostile to the ohnnges proposed, and only 
ilinchcd from a peremptory vote from doubt as to its recep- 
tion among the people. Promptitude and force were not 
to be expected in cither way from men in such a frame 
of mind. 'On a preliminary debate/ Mr. Gladstone wrote 
mournfully to Phillimore, ’without any motion whatever, 
one man has spoken for nearly the whole of two days/ 
Strong lan image about tin* proposals as cheating and 
fraudulent was fredv used, hut nothing that in Mr, Glad- 
stone's view justified one of those high-handed prorogations 


after the manner of the Stuarts, that had been the usual 
e.vo'-dicnt in cp turrets b-tweeu the high commissioner nun a 
roc. ildt rant assembly. Tin's'* doings had brought English 
rule ov*-r fin'* islands to a h-vd in th»* opinion ot Sojttm r/t 
Europe with Austrian rub" at \ ♦•nice and th** rc:en os tin* 
cardinals in th*- pout idea! star* . 
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>0K If the affair had been loss practically vexatious, we can 
— ' imagine the Socmtic satisfaction with which M r. Gladstone 
>J ' would have revelled in pressing all these and manv other 
distinctions on those who boasted of being Socrates’ 
fellow-countrymen. 


From day lo day anxiously did Mr. Gladstone watch what 

he called the dodges of the nssemhlv. Abundant, reason ns 
* * 

there was to complain of the conduct of the lonians in all 
these proceedings, it. is well to record the existence of a 
number of sincere patriots and enlightened men like the 
two brothers Themistocles, Napoleon Zambclii, and Sir 
Peter Braila, afterwards Greek minister in London. This 
small band of loyal adherents gave Mr. Gladstone all the help 
they could in preparing his scheme of reform, and after the 
scheme was launched, they strained every nerve to induce 
the assembly to assent to it. in spite of the pressure from 
the people. Their efforts were necessarily unavailing. The 
great majority, composed as usual of the friends of England 
who trembled for their own jobs, joining hands with the 
demagogues, was hostile to the changes proposed, and only 
flinched from a peremptory vote from doubt as to its recep- 
tion among the people. Prompt it tide and force were not 
to be expected in either way from men in such a frame 
of mind. ‘On a preliminary debate,’ Mr. Gladstone wrote 
mournfully to Phillimore, ‘without any motion whatever, 
one man has spoken for nearly the whole of two d;o,s.' 
Strong language about the proposals as cheating and 
fraudulent was freely used, but nothing that in Mr. Glad- 
stones view just ilied one of those high-handed prorogations 
after the manner of tie* Stuarts, that had been the umiM 
expedient itt fjuat'reh between the high eotnmbsiotu r turn a 
recalcitrant assembly. These doings had brought KngliMt 
rule over the hdands to a level 1ft tie - opinion of Sonne rn 


Huron- with Austrian rule at. \ « ni*v ate! tin- reign ot the 
cardinal' :n tie- potuim-.d ;U?*o 

Sir Iteurv Stork, arr:v<d <>u the Jodi *>} \ ? I.roary, at, -I 
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f>r del < \ . ssi a gr- u htsrry r-V f ' - v ‘ ! t“ ag.c.te? tie-- py-py s *w 
v.hieh. though it; form proiisuinary * its ‘ *d-‘ tan-'“ m w;w ; 
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THE IONIAN ISLANDS 


OK lie made a mistake, but measured by bis own standard of 
r- — ' public virtue, liow is be to be blamed, bow is be not to be 
,9 ‘ applauded, for undertaking a mission that, but for an unfore- 
seen accident, might bave redounded to the honour and the 
credit of the British power ? 


v 

On February 19 be quitted the scene of so many anxieties 
and such strenuous effort as we bave seen. The Terrible fell 
into a strong north-easter in the Adriatic, and took thirty- 
six hours to Pola. There they sought shelter and got across 
with a smooth sea to Yenice on the 23rd. He saw the 
Austrian archduke whom he found kind, intelligent, earnest, 
pleasing. At Turin a few days later (March 3), he had an 
interview with Cavour, for whom at that moment the crowning 
scenes of his great career were just opening. ‘At Vicenza/ 
the diary records (Feb. 28), ‘we had cavalry and artillery at 
the station about to march ; more cavalry on the road with 
a van and pickets, some with drawn swords; at Verona 
regiments in review ; at Milan pickets in the streets ; as I 
write I hear the tread of horse patrolling the streets. Dark 
omens ! 5 The war with Austria was close at hand. 

I may as well in a few sentences finally close the Ionian 
chapter, though the consummation was not immediate. Mr. 
Gladstone, while he was for the moment bitten by the 
notion of ceding the southern islands to Greece, was no more 
touched by the nationalist aspirations of the Ionians than 
he had been by nationalism and unification in Italy in 1851. 
Just as in Italy he clung to constitutional reforms in the 
particular provinces and states as the key to regeneration, 
so here he leaned upon the moderates who, while professing 
strong nationalist feeling, did not believe that the time for 
its realisation had arrived. A debate was raised in the House 
of Commons in the spring of 1861, by an Irish member. 
The Irish catholics twitted Mr. Gladstone with flying the flag 
of nationality in Italy, and trampling on it in the Ionian 
islands. He in reply twitted them with crying up nationality 
for the Greeks, and running it down when it told against the 
pope. In the Italian case Lord John Russell had (I860) set 
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OOK not object to the annexation of the southern islands to 

-r ' Greece, Corfu was too important a military and naval post 

ever to be abandoned by us. 1 As Lord Palmerston changed, 
so did Mr. Gladstone change. 'Without a good head for 
Greece, I should not like to see the Ionian protectorate 
surrendered ; with it, I should be well pleased for one to be 
responsible for giving it up. J Among many other wonderful 
suggestions was one that he should himself become that 
'good head.’ 'The first mention,’ he wrote to a corre- 
spondent in j^rliament (Jan. 21, 1863), 'of my candidature 
in Greece some time ago made me laugh very heartily, for 
though I do love the country and never laughed at any- 
thing else in connection with it before, yet the seeing my 
own name, which in my person was never meant to carry 
a title -of any kind, placed in juxtaposition with that 
particular idea, made me give way.’ 

Meanwhile it is safe to conjecture, for the period with 
which in this chapter we are immediately concerned, that in 
conceiving and drawing up his Ionian scheme, close contact 
with liberal doctrines as to free institutions and popular 
government must have quickened Mr. Gladstone’s progress 
in liberal doctrines in our own affairs at home. In 1863 2 
Lord Palmerston himself, in spite of that national aversion 
to anything like giving up, of which he was himself the most 
formidable representative, cheerfully handed the Ionians 
over to their kinsfolk, if kinsfolk they truly were, upon the 
mainland. 3 

1 Ashley, ii. pp. 184, ISC. magnalum bo doubted, nor do tho 

2 Dec. 8, 1862. — Cabinet. Resolu- reports appear to have been laid bc- 

tion to surrender the Ionian pro- fore parliament. The Italian war was 
tectorate. Only Lord Wfestbury] then creating an agitation in Europe 
opposing. upon nationality, as to which the 

* Mr.° Gladstone sent home and people of the Ionian islands were 
revised afterwards three elaborate sensitively alive, and the reports 
reports on the mischiefs of Ionian would have supplied a good deal of 
government and the constitutional fuel. There was a separate fourth 
remedies proper for them. They were report upon the suppression of dis- 
printed for the use of the cabinet, order in Cephalonia in 1848, which 
though whether these fifty large pages, everybody afterwards agreed that it 
amounting to about a quarter of this was not expedient to publish. It 
volume, received much attention from still exists in the archives of the 
that body, may without scandalum colonial office. 
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• iiununvi-: jhm t inf H< rr. !irr. , 

Pt f’r t*1i! a:if«*5n«'ii t!«*rr. 'ln rji!n.1 /. 

\Vi hi «i:r , «l.v 1 1 "* i*t I . . . 

\V«.j>l «it-m rs, fjixli'f 

S : r- ; j <js:**r, »t' r « in Mito-huml,! 

Pur vPic Tat: ■ :i<i <*m Hr.!’. 

Seistu.ru. 

]K* i' j> • > ■ / d iiy .1 < oaumrjtliuir -pin! . 

Att'i hi*, t* vl , i' tin- <<( c-*tnm.wl. 

An'] in H ?<■ r tir it ii .*•«. . . . 

ViVH f"r the v t.oln if tiicro h** f* -tt nrl .1 man 
Who jnnl.t*' him"']! v.-pit Natsiti* <*n him, 

Tin* pr.ti" , the central j. tint of lima* .n<l thom-uulr. 

Co 1 ' ridge.* Truncation. 

Dut.inh the election ( Nov. 2:>) Mr. Gladstone published liis chap. 
Chapter of Avinhloprajihp, tlie history of his journey from . * V I - 
the hook of ISoS to the resolutions thirty years later. 1 Lord Avr. 59- 
Granville told him frankly that he never liked nor quite 
understood the first hook : that the description of it in the 
new ‘Chapter’ gave him little pleasure: that he had at first 
a feeling that the less a person in Mr. Gladstone's position 
published, the better; and that unnecessary explanation 
would only provoke fresh attacks. But as he read on, these 
misgivings melted away: he thought the desorption of a 
certain phase of the history of the English church one of the 
most eloquent and feeling passages he ever read ; the refer- 
ence to the nonconformists was a graceful amend to them for 
being so passionate an Oxonian and churchman; the piece 
of controversy with Macaulay rather an exaggeration and 
not easy to understand: the closing pages admirable. In 

1 Gleanings, vii. 
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lie Assailed fclio system of making tilings pleasant all round, 
stimulating local cupidity to feed upon tho public purso, » 
and scattering grants at tho solicitation of individuals and 
classes. No minister that ever lived toiled more sedulously, 
in office and out of office, to avert this curse of popular 
government. Tho main staplo of his discourse ivas natur- 
ally tho Irish case, and though within tho next twenty years 
ho acquired a wider familiarity with detail, ho never ex- 
hibited tho largo features of that case with moro cogent and 
persuasive mastery. Ho told the story of tho transforma- 
tion of the franchise bill with a combined precision, com- 
pleteness and lightness of hand that made his articles of 
charge at onco extremely interest ing and wholly unanswer- 
able. ~ In a vein of pleasant mockery, on tho accusation that 
he was going to ruin and destroy tho constitution, lie 
reminded them that within his own recollection it had been 
wholly ruined and destroyed eight times: in 1828 by tho re- 
peal of the Corporation and Test acts; in LS20 by admitting 
Roman catholics to parliament; in 1832 by reform; in 1846 
by free trade; in 1849 by repeal of the navigation law; in 
1858 when Jews were allowed to sit in parliament; in 1SG6 
when the government of Lord Russell had tho incredible 
audacity to propose a reform bill with tho intention of 
carrying it or falling in tho attempt. 

It was a magnificent campaign. But in South-West 
Lancashire tho church of England was strong; orange 
prevailed vastly over green ; and Mr. Gladstone was beaten. 
Happily he had in anticipation of tho result, and by the 
care of friends, already been elected for Greenwich. 1 In 
the kingdom as a wliolo ho was triumphant. The liberal 
majority .yas. 112. When the gross votes were added up, it 
was calculated that the liberals had a million and a half 
and the conservatives less than a million. 2 After a long 
era of torpor a powerful party thus once more came into 

1 In Lancashire (Nov. 24) tho 6939. At Greenwich (Nov. 17) — 
numbers were— Cross, 7729 ; Turner, Salomons, 6645 ; Gladstone, 6351 ; 
7676 ; Gladstone, 7415 ; Grenfell, Parker, 4661 ; Mahon, 4342. ■ 

Liberal. Conservative. Liberal Majority/ 

2 England and Wales, 1,231,450 824,056 407,393 

Scotland, 123,410 23,391 100,019 

Ireland, 53,379 36,083 17,297 
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f bis loiter) to explain, the Queen would impose, no restrictions ClIAl’. 

* VVT 

on Mr. Gladstone as to the arrangement of the various offices in . J 

W ^ T 

the manner which he believes to ho best for the public service, and ^'' T ‘ 
she trusts that ho will find no difficulty in filling them up, or nt 
least the greater part of them, so that the council may he held 
before the 13th. Mr. Gladstone will understand why the Queen 
would wish io he spared making any arrangements of this nature • 
for the next few days after the 13th. The Quern adds what she 
said on a similar occasion two years and a half ago to Lord Derby, 
that she will not nnmo any time for seeing Mr. Gladstone, who 
may wish to have an opportunity of consulting some of his friends, 
before he sees her ; hut that, as soon as ho shall have done so, and 
expresses a desire to see the Queen, she will he ready to receive 
him. 

One nf his first letters after undertaking to form n govern- 
ment was fo Lord Kusscll, to whom he said that lie looked 
forward with hope and confidence to full and frequent com- 
munications, and to the benefit of his friendship and advice. 

‘There remains, however, a question/ lie went on ; ‘ you have 
an experience and knowledge to which no living statesman 
can pretend; of tho benefit to ho derived from it, I am sure 
that all with whom I can be likely to act would bo deeply 
sensible. Would it bo too great an invasion of your inde- 
pendence fo ask you to consider whether you could afford 
it as a member of tho cabinet without tho weight of any 
other responsibility V Lord Kusscll replied in cordial terms, 
hut said that tho servitude of a cabinet, whether with or 
without a special office, was what ho did not wish to encounter. 

‘ What I should have said/ lie added at a later date (Dec. 

28), ‘ if tho office of the president of tho council or the 
privy seal had been offered me, I do not know: at all 
events I am personally very well satisfied to ho free from 
all responsibility/ Sir George Grey also declined, on tho 
ground of years : ho was within one of tho three score and ten 
allotted to mortal man. Lord Halifax, on whoso ability and 
experience both the Queen and Mr. Gladstone set sjnecial 
value, declined the Irish viceroyalty, and stood good- 
naturedly aside until 1870 when ho joined as privy seal. The 
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FIRST CABINET 88& 

influence in the councils of Europe. Only eighteen or twenty 
months remained to him ; they were spent in useful activity. My 
relations with him were, as they wero afterwards with Oran vi lie, 
close, constant, and harmonious. 

Of this cabinet Mr. Gladstone always spoke as one of the 
i best instruments for government that over wero constructed. 1 
i Nearly everybody in it was a man of talent, character and 
! force, and showed high capacity for public business. In one 
! or two cases, conformably to the old Greek saying, office 
showed the man; showed that mero cleverness, apart from 
t judgment and discretion is only too possible, and that good 
.intention only makes failuro and incapacity in carrying the 
intention out, so much tho more mortifying. Tlio achieve- 
ments of this cabinet as a whole, as we shall see, are a great 
chapter in tho history of reform and tho prudent management 
J of national affairs. It forms ono of tho best vindications 
of the cabinet system, and of tho powers of the minister 
who created, guided, controlled and inspired it. 

‘And so,’ Manning, the close friend of other years, now 
wrote to him, ‘you are at the end men live for, but not, I 
believe, tho end for which you have lived. It is strango so 
to salute you, but very pleasant. . . . There are many 
prayers put up among us for you, and mino are not wanting/ 
At an earlier stage sympathetic resolutions had been sent to 
him from nonconformist denominations, and in writing to 
Dr. Allon who forwarded them, Mr. Gladstone said : — ‘ I thank 
you for all the kind words contained in your letter, but most 
of all for the assurance, not tho first I am happy to say which 
has reached me, that many prayers are offered on my behalf. 
I feel myself by the side of this arduous undertaking a small 
creature ; but where the Almighty sends us duties, He also 
sends the strength needful to perform them.’ To Mr. Arthur 
Gordon, the son of Lord Aberdeen, he wrote (Jan. 29, 1869) : — 

As regards my own personal position, all its interior relations 
are up to this time entirely satisfactory. I myself, at the period 
of the Aberdeen administration, was as far as the world in general 
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1 The reader will find the list of its members, now and at later periods of 
its existence, in the Appendix. 
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KKMfSIOI'S KQUAl.TTV 
(1SG9) 

Is Iho removal of thh otaWi? litnent I nee the riircliargo of a debt. 

of civil justice, the dr-appearance of a national, nlmont. a world- 

xvide reproach, a condition indiajtcrmhle to the nurcera of every 

effort to roenro tlie peace and contentment of that country : finally 

relief to a dcvot<-d elerpy from a fal«c position, cramped and betel 

hy hopelc a prejudice, and the opening of a freer cnrc('r to their P 

.' acred ininifitry. — Gr.AD.vrnNr, 

Axvuodv could ptilvcriso l-ho Irish church in argument, CHAP, 
and to show that it ought to bo disestablished and dis- *• 
endowed was the easiest thing in the world. But as often ^ T * G0 - 
happens, what it was easy to show ought to bo done, was 
extremely hard to do. Hero Mr. Gladstone was in his great ! 
element. It was true to say that 'never were the wheels ' 
of legislative machinery set in motion under conditions of [ 
peace and order and constitutional regularity to deal with a j 
question greater or moro profound/ than when the historic ■ 
protestant church in Ireland was severed from its sister j 
church in England and from its ancient connection with tlio J 
state. The case had been fully examined in parliament. 

After examination and decision there, it was discussed and 
decided in the constituencies of the United Kingdom. 

Even then many held that the oporation was too gigantic 
in its hearings, too complex in the mass of its detail, to be 
practicable. Never was our political system more severely 
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CHAPTER I 

RELIGIOUS EQUALITY 
( 1869 ) 

In the removal of this establishment I see the discharge of a debt 
of civil justice, the disappearance of a national, almost a world- 
wide reproach, a condition indispensable to the success of every 
effort to secure the peaco and contentment of that country ; finally 
relief to a devoted clergy from a false position, cramped and beset 
by hopeless prejudice, and the opening of a freer career to their 
sacred ministry. — Gladstone. 

Anybody could pulverise the Irish, church in argument, chap. 
and to show that it ought to bo disestablished and dis- 
endowed was the easiest thing in the world. But as often 60 - 
happens, what it was easy to show ought to be done, was 
extremely hard to do. Here Mr. Gladstone was in his great 
element. It was true to say that ‘never were the wheels 
of legislative machinery set in motion under conditions of 
peace and order and constitutional regularity to deal with a 
question greater or more profound,’ than when the historic 
protestant church in Ireland was severed from its sister 
church in' England and from its ancient connection with the 
state. The case had been fully examined in parliament. 

After examination and decision there, it was discussed and 
decided in the constituencies of the United Kingdom. 

Even then many held that the operation was too gigantic 
in its bearings, too complex in the mass of its detail, to be 
practicable. Never was our political system more severely 
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archdeacon of Meath, a moderate who disliked the policy CHAP, 
but wished to make the best of the inevitable, gave Mr. . L 
Gladstone the benefit of his experience and ability. When ^ T • 60 * 
the work was done, Mr. Gladstone wrote to the archdeacon 
more than once expressing his sense of the advantage 
derived from his ‘thorough mastery of the subject and 
enlightened view of the political situation.’ He often spoke 
of Stopford’s * knowledge, terseness, discrimination, and just 
judgment.’ 

Meanwhile his own course * was clear. He did not lose a 
day:— 

Dec. 13, 1868. — Saw the Queen at one, and stated the case of 
the Irish church. It was graciously received. 24. — At night 
went to work on draft of Irish church measure, feeling the 
impulse. , 25. — Christmas Day. Worked much on Irish church 
abbozzo. Finished it at night. 26. — Revised the Irish church 
draft and sent it to be copied with notes. 

The general situation he described to Bishop Hinds on the 
last day of the year : — 

We cannot wait for the church of Ireland to make up her mind. 

We are bound, nay compelled, to make up ours. Every day of 
the existence of this government is now devoted to putting 
forward by some step of inquiry or deliberation the great duty 
we have undertaken. Our principles are already laid in the 
resolutions of the late House of Commons. But in the mode of 
applying them- much may depend on the attitude of resistance or 
co-operation assumed by the Irish church. It is idle for the 
leading Irish churchmen to think ‘we will wait and see what 
they offer and then ask so much more,’ Our mode of warfare 
cannot but be influenced by the troops we lead. Our three corps 
d’armde, I may almost say, have been Scotch presbyterians, English 
and Welsh nonconformists and Irish Roman catholics. We are 
very strong in our minority of clerical and lay churchmen, but it 
is the strength of weight not of numbers. The English clergy as 
a body have done their worst against us and have hit us hard, 
as I know personally, in the counties. Yet we represent the / 
national force, tested by a majority of considerably over a hundred 
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On. Feb. 12, the Queen wrote to Mr. Gladstone from CHAP. 
Osborne : — . *• 

T 


Tlie Queen has seen the Bishop of Peterborough according to 
the suggestion made by Lord Granville with the sanction of Mr. 
Gladstone, and has communicated to him in the strictest confi- 
dence the correspondence which had passed between herself and 
Mr. Gladstone on the subject of the Irish church. She now sends 
Mr. Gladstone a copy of the remarks made by the bishop on the 
papers which she placed in his hands for perusal, and would 
earnestly entreat Mr. Gladstone’s careful and dispassionate con- 
sideration of what he says. She would point especially to the 
suggestion which the bishop throws out of the intervention of the 
bench of English bishops. The country would feel that any 
negotiation conducted under the direction of the Archbishop of 
Canterbury would be perfectly safe, and from the concessions 
which the Bishop of Peterborough expresses his own readiness 
to make, the Queen is sanguine in her hope that such negotiations 
would result in a settlement of the question on conditions which 
would entirely redeem the pledges of the government and be 
satisfactory to the country. The Queen must therefore strongly 
deprecate the hasty introduction of the measure, which would 
serve only to commit the government to proposals from which 
they could not afterwards recede, while it is certain from what the 
bishop says, that they would not be accepted on the other side, 
and thus an acrimonious contest would be begun, which, however 
it ended, would make auy satisfactory settlement of the question 
impossible. 


He replied on the following day : — 

Feb 13. — First the bishop suggests that the endowments 
posterior to the Reformation should be given to the church, and 
those preceding it to the Roman catholics. It would be more 
than idle and less than honest, were Mr. Gladstone to withhold 
from your Majesty his conviction that no negotiation founded on 
such a basis as this could be entertained, or, if entertained, could 
lead to any satisfactory result. Neither could Mr. Gladstone 
persuade the cabinet to adopt it, nor could the cabinet persuade 
the House of Commons, nor could cabinet and House of Commons 
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that the government, especially in the absence of other 
support,, must look.’ Meanwhile the bill had made its way 
through the cabinet: — 

Feh. 8. — Cabinet, on the heads of Irish Church bill. 9. — 
Cabinet, we completed the bends of the Irish Church measure 
to my great satisfaction. 19. — At Lambeth, 12-1 \ explaining to 
Iho archbishop. 22. — Conclave on Irish church, 2-1 7 and 51-7$. 
After twenty hours’ work we finished the bill for this stage. 

II 

On March 1, Mr. Gladstone brought his plan, before a 
House of Commons eager for its task, triumphant in its 
strength out of doors, and confident that its leader would 
justify the challenge with which for so many months the 
country had been ringing. The details arc no longer of 
concern, and only broader aspects survive. A revolutionary 
change was made by the complete and definite severance of 
the protestnnt episcopal church in Ireland alike from tho 
established church of England and from the government of 
the United Kingdom. A far more complex and delicato 
task was the winding up of a great temporal estate, tho 
adjustment of many individual and corporate interests, and 
the distribution of sonic sixteen millions of property’’ among 
persons and purposes to be determined bj' the wisdom, of a 
parliament, where rival claims were defended by zealous 
and powerful champions influenced by the strongest motives, 
sacred and profane, of party, property, and church. It was 
necessary to deal with the sums, troublesome though not 
considerable, allotted to the presbyterians and to the 
catholic seminary at Maynooth. Machinery was con- 
structed for the incorporation of a body to represent the 
emancipated church, and to hold property for any of its 
uses and purposes. Finally, the residue of the sixteen 
millions, after all the just demands upon it had been satis- 
fied, computed at something between seven and eight 
millions, was appropriated in the words of the preamble, 
‘not for the maintenance of any church or clergy, nor for 
the teaching of religion, but mainly for tho relief of unavoid- 
able calamity and suffering’ not touched by the poor law. 
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that the government, especially in the absence of other CHAP, 
support, must look.’ Meanwhile the bill had made its way L 
lb rough the cabinet: — -' Et * 60 

Feb. S. — Cabinet, on the heads of Irish Church bill. 9. — 

Cabinet, we completed the heads of the Irish Church measure 
to my great satisfaction. 10 . — At Lambeth, 12-11 explaining to 
the archbishop. 92. — Conclave on Irish church, 2-1 i and 5l-7f. 

After twenty hours’ work we finished the bill for this stage. 

II 

On March 1, Mr. Gladstone brought his plan before a 
House of Commons eager for its task, triumphant in its 
strength out of doors, and confident that its leader would 
justify the challenge with which for so many months the 
country had been ringing. The details are no longer of 
concern, and only broader aspects survive. A rcvolutionar}’’ 
change was made by the complete and definite severance of 
the protestant episcopal church in Ireland alike from the 
established church of England and from the government of 
the United Kingdom. A far more complex and delicato 
task was the winding up of a great temporal estate, the 
adjustment of many individual and corporate interests, and 
the distribution of some sixteen millions of property among 
persons and purposes to he determined by the wisdom of a 
parliament, where rival claims were defended by zealous 
and powerful champions influenced by the strongest motives, 
sacred and profane, of party, property, and church. It was 
necessary to deal with the sums, troublesome though not 
considerable, allotted to the presbyterians and to tho 
catholic seminary at Maynooth. Machinery was con- 
structed for the incorporation of a body to represent the 
emancipated church, and to hold property for any of its 
uses and purposes. Finally, the residue of the sixteen 
millions, after all the just demands upon it had been satis- 
fied, computed at something between seven and eight 
millions, was appropriated in the words of the preamble, 

‘not, for the maintenance of any church or clergy, nor for 
the teaching of religion, but mainly for the relief of unavoid- 
able calamity and suffering ’ not touched by the poor law. 
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ducted business for five or six years, though in a minority, 
-‘but being morally supported by a majority, as we have 
been supported by a majority/ In this crisis be pursued a 
peculiar course. He advised the Queen to dissolve the 
parliament; but at the same time he told her Majesty 
that if she thought the interests of the country would 
be better served, he tendered his resignation. The Queen 
did not accept it, he said; and the ministerial decision 
was to dissolve in the autumn when the new constituencies 
would be in order. The statement was not clear, and Mr. 
Gladstone sought in vain to discover with precision whether 
the prime minister had begun by resigning, or had presented 
two alternatives leaving the decision to the Queen, and did 
he mean a dissolution on existing registers ? The answer to 
these questions was not definite, but it did not matter. 

This episode did not check Mr. Gladstone for a moment in 
his course ; in a week after the resolutions were carried, he 
introduced a bill suspending the creation of new interests 
in the Irish church. This proof of vigour and resolution 
rapidly carried the suspensory bill through the Commons. 
The Lords threw it out by a majority of 95 (June 29). If 
we sometimes smile at the sanguine \prediction of the 
optimist, the gloom of his pessimist opponent is more 
ludicrous. ‘ If you overthrow the Irish established church/ 
cried the Archbishop of Dublin, ‘you will put to the Irish 
protestants the choice between apostasy and expatriation, 
and every man among them who has money or position, 
when he sees his church go will leave the country. If you 
do that, you will find Ireland so difficult to manage that you 
will have to depend on the gibbet and the sword/ The Bishop 
of Chester and Bishop Thirlwall, whom Mr. Gladstone de- 
scribed as ‘ one of the most masculine, powerful, and luminous 
intellects that have for generations been known among tlio 
bishops of England/ were deliberately absent from the division. 
The effect of the bill was not impaired, perhaps it was even 
heightened; for it convinced the public that its author meant 
earnest and vigorous business, and the air was instantly alive 
with the thrill of battle. For it is undoubted that if the 
country cares for a thing, the resistance to it of the heredi- 
tary House seems to add spice and an element of sport. 
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that; the government, especially in the absence of other CHA1 
support, must look.’ Meanwhile tho bill had made its way L 
through the cabinet: — .Et. C( 

Ju'b, S. — Cabinet, on the heads of Irish Church bill. 9. — 
Cabinet, we completed tho heads of the Irish Church measure 
to my great satisfaction. 19. — At Lambeth, 12-11 explaining to 
the archbishop. 22. — Conclave on Irish church, 2-1 b and 52-7$. 

After twenty hours’ work we finished the hill for this stage. 

ir 

On March I, Mr. Gladstone brought his plan before a 
House of Commons eager for its task, triumphant in its 
strength out of doors, and confident that its leader would 
justify the challenge with which for so many months the 
country had been ringing. The details are no longer of 
concern, and only broader aspects survive. A revolutionary 
change was made by the complete and definite severance of 
the prolestant episcopal church in Ireland alike from the 
established church of England and from the government of 
the United Kingdom. A far more complex and delicato 
task was the winding up of a great temporal estate, the 
adjustment of many individual and corporate interests, and 
the distribution of some sixteen millions of property among 
persons and purposes to be determined by the wisdom of a 
parliament, where rival claims were defended by zealous 
and powerful champions influenced by the strongest motives, 
sacred and profane, of party, property, and church. It was 
necessary to deal with the sums, troublesome though not 
considerable, allotted to the presbyterians and to tho 
catholic seminary at Maynoolh. Machinery was con- 
structed for the incorporation of a body to represent the 
emancipated church, and to hold property for any of its 
uses and purposes. Finally, the residue of the sixteen 
millions, after all the just demands upon it had been satis- 
fied, computed at something between seven and eight 
millions, was appropriated in the words of the preamble, 

‘not for the maintenance of any church or clergy, nor for 
the teaching of religion, but mainly for the relief of unavoid- 
able calamity and suffering 5 not touched by the poor law. 
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short, he was all for publication. Another close friend of 
Mr. Gladstone’s, Sir Robert Phillimore, told him (Not. 29 ): — 
‘ I am satisfied that you have done wisely and justly both 
with reference to the immediate and future influence of your 
character as a statesman. It is exactly what a mere man 
of the world would not have done. His standard would 
have been the ephemeral opinion of the clubs, and not the 
earnest opinion of the silent but thoughtful persons to whom 
the moral character of their chief is a matter of real moment 
and concern.’ Newman wrote to him from the Oratory at 
Birmingham, ‘ It is most noble, and I can congratulate you 
with greater reason and more hearty satisfaction upon it, 
than I could upon a score of triumphs at the hustings.’ 
The man of the world and the man at the club did not hide 
their disgust, but Phillimore was right, and great hosts of 
people of the other sort welcomed in this publication a sign 
of sincerity and simplicity and desire to take the public into 
that full confidence, which makes the ordinary politician 
tremble as undignified and indecorous. 

That Mr. Gladstone had rightly divined the state of public 
feeling about Ireland was shown by the result. Manning 
put the case in apt words when he wrote to him : c I have 
been much struck by the absence of all serious opposition 
to your policy, and by the extensive and various support 
given to it in England and Scotland. It is not so much a 
change in men’s thoughts, but a revelation of what they 
have been thinking.’ Heart and soul he flung himself into 
the labours of his canvass. The constituency for which he 
had sat in the expiring parliament was now divided, and 
with Mr. H. R. Grenfell for a colleague, he contested what 
had become South-West Lancashire. The breadth, the 
elevation, the freshness, the power, the measure, the high 
self-command of these speeches were never surpassed by any 
of his performances. When publicists warn us, and rightly 
warn us, that rash expenditure of money extracted from the 
taxpayer and the ratepayer is the besetting vice and peril of 
democracy, and when some of them in the same breath 
denounce Mr. Gladstone as a demagogue pandering to the 
multitude, they should read the speech at Leigh, in which 
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that the government, especially in the absence of other CHAP, 
support, must look.’ Meanwhile the bill had made its way > 
through the cabinet : — - /Et - 60> 

'Feb. 8. — Cabinet, on the heads of Irish Church bill. 9. — 

Cabinet, we completed the heads of the Irish Church measure 
to my great satisfaction. 19. — At Lambeth, 12-1|- explaining to 
the archbishop. 22. — Conclave on Irish church, 2-41- and 5£-7f. 

After twenty hours’ work we finished the bill for this stage. 

II 

On March 1, Mr. Gladstone brought his plan before a 
House of Commons eager for its task, triumphant in its 
strength out of doors, and confident that its leader would 
justify the challenge with which for so many months the 
country had been ringing. The details are no longer of 
concern, and only broader aspects survive. A revolutiona^ 
change was made by the complete and definite severance of 
the protestant episcopal church in Ireland alike from the 
established church of England and from the government of 
the United Kingdom. A far more complex and delicate 
task was the winding up of a great temporal estate, the 
adjustment of many individual and corporate interests, and 
the distribution of some sixteen millions of property among 
persons and purposes to be determined by the wisdom of a 
parliament, where rival claims were defended by zealous 
and powerful champions influenced by the strongest motives, 
sacred and profane, of party, property, and church. It was 
necessary to deal with the sums, troublesome though not 
considerable, allotted to the presbyterians and to the 
catholic seminary at Maynooth. Machinery was con- 
structed for the incorporation of a body to represent the 
emancipated church, and to hold property for any of its 
uses and purposes. Finally, the residue of the sixteen 
millions, after all the just demands upon it had been satis- 
fied, computed at something between seven and eight 
millions, was appropriated in the words of the preamble, 

‘not for the maintenance of any church or clergy, nor for 
the teaching of religion, but mainly for the relief of unavoid- 
able calamity and suffering 5 not touched by the poor law. 
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ment was thrown out in December 1852 by 19. The same 
government was again thrown out seven years later by 13. *. 
Palmerston was beaten in 1857 by 14, and the next year by 
19. In 1864 Palmerston’s majority on the Danish question 
was only 18. The second reading of the Franchise bill of 
1866 was only carried by 5, and ministers were afterwards 
beaten upon it by 11. With Mr. Gladstone’s accession the 
ruling majority for a long time stood at its highest both in 
size and stability. 

With invincible optimism, Mr. Gladstone believed that he 
would now have c material communications from the heads 
of the Irish church’; but letters from Lord Spencer at 
Dublin Castle informed him that, on the contrary, they were 
angrier after they knew what the majority meant, than the}'- 
were before. - 'At the diocesan conferences through out Ireland 
( the bill was denounced as highl y offens ive to Almighty God, 
j and the greatest national sin ever comm itted! TEe~ATcIiA 
'deacon of Ossory told churchmen to trust in God and keep 
their powder dry, though he afterwards explained that he did 
not allude to carnal weapons. The cabinet was called a 
cabine,t-of-brigands, and protestant pastors were urged to see 
ho it that before they gave up their churches to an apostate 
system a barrel of gunpowder and a box of matches should 
blowTheT cherished fabrics to the winds of heaven. ”> 

Even Mr. Disraeli’s astuteness 'was „at__fault. The Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury perceived from his conversation that 
he was bent on setting the liberals by the ears, that he 
looked for speeches such as would betray utter dissension 
amid professed agreement, that he had good hopes of 
shattering the enemy, and ‘perhaps of playing over again 
the game that had destroyed Lord Russell’s Reform bill of 
‘ 1866.’ The resounding majority on the second reading, he 
( told the archbishop, was expected; it created no enthusiasm; 
it was a mechanical majority. 1 

1 Life of Tail, ii. pp. IS -19. ‘Dizzy said very little,’ he wrote 
How little he was himself the dupe to a friend, ‘and that merely as a 
of these illusions was shown by the politician, on the possibilities in the 
next sentence, ‘What is of import- House of Lords. He regards it as a 
ance now is the course to be pursued lost game in the Commons .’ — Life of 
by the House of Lords.’ Bishop Archbishop Magee, i. p. 214. 

Magee met Disraeli on Jan. 28, ’69. 
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inclusion in the same cabinet of Mr. Bright, who had been 
the chief apostle of reform, with Mr. Lowe, its fiercest per- 
secutor, startled the country. As for Lowe, Lord Acton said 
to me that he once informed Mr. Gladstone that Lowe had 
written the review of his Financial Statements in the peri- 
odical of which Acton was editor. ‘ He told me at Grillion’s 
that I thereby made him chancellor of the exchequer.’ With 
Bright he had greater difficulties. He often described how 
he wrestled with this admirable man from eleven o’clock 
until past midnight, striving to overcome his repugnance to 
office. The next day Bright wrote to him (Dee. 5) : — f Since I 
left you at midnight I have had no sleep, from which you may 
imagine the mental disturbance I have suffered from our 
long conversation last night. Nevertheless I am driven to 
the conclusion to take the step to which you invite me, 
surrendering my inclination and my judgment to your 
arguments and to the counsel of some whom I have a right 
to consider my friends. ... I am deeply grateful to you for 
the confidence you are willing to place in me, and for the 
many kind words you spoke to me yesterday.’ In the parched 
air of official politics the relation of these two towards one 
another is a peculiar and a refreshing element. In the 
case of Lord Clarendon, some difficulty was intimated from 
Windsor before Mr. Gladstone began his task. Mr. Glad- 
stone says in one of his late notes : — 

Clarendon had already held with credit and success for a 
lengthened period the seals of the foreign office, and his presumptive 
title to resume them was beyond dispute. He was a man of free 
and entertaining and almost jovial conversation in society, and 
possibly some remark culled from the dinner hour had been reported 
to the Queen with carelessness or malignity. I do not know much 
of the interior side of court gossip, but I have a very bad opinion 
of it, and especially on this ground, that while absolutely irrespon- 
sible it appears to be uniformly admitted as infallible. In this 
case, it was impossible for me to recede from my duty, and no 
grave difficulty arose. Sofar as I can recollect the Queen had very 
little to say in objection, and no keen desire to say it. Clarendon 
was the only living British statesman whose name carried any 



thk iiorsi; or f.ouos 001 

in Ktigland. Perhaps I should not. have spoken of religious 
equality, for in fuel- the establishment was known (o ho 
doomed, and the light (unit'd upon ihe.amount of property 
wish whir'll t ho free ehureh was lo go"' forth to face its new 
fortunes. ‘1 should urge the 1 bn iso of Lords,’ wrote the 
Archbishop of (hnterhury to Mr. Gladstone (dune d), Mo 
give all its attention to saving as large an endowment as 
po.ssihh’.* 

As at tin' tirsi stage (In' Qmvn had niuveil for eoneiliatorv 
oours'-s. so now ,sho again desired .Archbishop Tail, to e.nm- 
uumieato with tin* prime minister. To Mr. Gladstone him- 
self she wrote from Balmoral (dune ,*tl: — ‘The Queen thanks 
Mr. Gladstone for his kind letter. She has invariably found 
him most ready to enter into her views and to understand 
her feelings.’ ’flu' first, question was whether the Lords 
should reject the hill on the second rending : — 

It i.« eminently desirable, Mr. Gladstone wrote to the arch- 
bi-hop (dune •»), that the hill should he read a second time. But 
if 1 compare two methods, hath inexpedient, one. that of rejec- 
tion on the second reading, the other that of a second reading 
followed by amendments inconsistent with (lie principle, 1 know 
no argument in favour of the latter, except what relates to thf 
very important question of the. position and true interest of the 
House of Lords itself. 

At the same time ho promised the archbishop that any 
views of his upon amendments should have the most, careful 
attention of himself and his colleagues, and ‘they would be 
entertained in 1 1 spirit not of jealousy hut of freedom, with 
every desire to bring them into such a shape that they may 
ho in furtherance, and not in derogation, of the main design 
of the bill.’ 

General Grey, the Queen’s secretary, told Mr. Gladstone 
that she had communicated with the archbishop, ‘ having 
heard that violent counsels were likely to prevail, and 
that in spite of their leaders, the opposition in tho House 
of Lords was likely to try and throw out tho measure on the 
second reading.’ Her own feeling was expressed in General 
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could possibly be, from either expecting or desiring it. I thought 
at that time that when Lord Russell’s career should end, the Duke 
of Newcastle would be the proper person to be at the head of the 
government. But during the government of Lord Palmerston, 
and long before his health broke down, I had altered this opinion; 
for I thought I saw an alteration both in his tone of opinion, and 
in his vigour of administration and breadth of view. Since that 
time I have seen no alternative but that which has now come 
about, although I am sensible that it is a very indifferent one. 

On December 29 he enters in his diary • — ‘ This birthday 
opens my sixtieth year. I descend the hill of life. It would 
be a truer figure to say I ascend a steepening path with a 
burden ever gathering weight. The Almighty seems to 
sustain and spare me for some purpose of His own, deeply 
unworthy as I know myself to be. Glory be to His name.’ 
In the closing hours of the year, he enters : — 

This month of December has been notable in my life as follows : 
Dec. 1809.' — Born. 1827. — Left Eton. 1831. — Classes at Oxford. 
1832. — Elected to parliament. 1838.' — Work on Church and State 
published. 1834. — Took office as lord of the treasury. 1845. — 
Secretary of state. 1852. — Chancellor of exchequer. 1868. — 
First lord. Rather a frivolous enumeration. Yet it would not be 
so if the love of symmetry were carried with a well-proportioned 
earnestness and firmness into the higher parts of life. I feel 
like a man with a burden under which he must fall and be 
crushed if he looks to the right or left or fails from any cause 
to concentrate mind and muscle upon his progress step by step. 
This absorption, this excess, this constant ayav is the fault of 
political life with its insatiable demands, which do not leave the 
smallest stock of moral energy unexhausted and available for 
other purposes. . . . Swimming for his life, a man does not 
see much of the country through which the river winds, and 
I probably know little of these years through which I busily work 
and live. ... It has been a special joy of this December that our 
son Stephen is given to the church, ‘whose shoe latchet I am 
not worthy to unloose.’ 
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in England. Perhaps I should not have spoken of religious 
equality, for in fact the establishment was known to be 
doomed, and the fight turned upon the ..amount of property 
witb-whicli thgfree church was to goHorth to face its' new 
fortunes. ‘I should urge the House of Lords/ wrote the 
Archbishop of Canterbury to Mr. Gladstone (June 3), c to 
give all its attention to saving as large an endowment as 
possible.’ 

As at the first stage the Queen had moved for conciliatory 
courses, so now she again desired Archbishop Tait to com- 
municate with the prime minister. To Mr. Gladstone him- 
self she wrote from Balmoral (J une 3 ) : — 1 The Queen thanks 
Mr. Gladstone for his kind letter. She has invariably found 
him most ready to enter into her views and to understand 
her feelings.’ The first question was whether the Lords 
should reject the bill on the second reading : — 

It is eminently desirable, Mr. Gladstone wrote to the arch- 
bishop (June 4), that the bill should be read a second time. But 
if I compare two methods, both inexpedient, one that of rejec- 
tion on the second reading, the other that of a second reading 
followed by amendments inconsistent with the principle, I know 
no argument in favour of the latter, except what relates to thg 
very important question of the position and true intei’est of the 
House of Lords itself. 

At the same time he promised the archbishop that any 
views of his upon amendments should have the most careful 
attention of himself and his colleagues, and ‘ they would be 
entertained in a spirit not of jealousy but of freedom, with 
every desire to bring them into such a shape that they may 
be in furtherance, and not in derogation, of the main design 
of the bill.’ 

General Grey, the Queen’s secretary, told Mr. Gladstone 
that she had communicated with the archbishop, ‘having 
heard that violent counsels were likely to prevail, and 
that in spite of their leaders, the opposition in the House 
of Lords was likely to try and throw out the measure on the 
second reading.’ Her own feeling was expressed in General 
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could possibly be, from either expecting or desiring it. I thought 
at that time that when Lord Russell’s career should end, the Duke 
of Newcastle would bo the proper person to be at the head of- the 
government. But during the government of Lord Palmerston, 
and long before his health broke down, I had altered this opinion; 
for I thought I saw an alteration both in his tone of opinion, and 
in his vigour of administration and breadth of view. Since that 
time I have seen no alternative but that which has now come 
about, although I am sensible that it is a very indifferent one. 

On December 29 be enters in bis diary : — ‘ Tbis birthday 
opens my sixtieth year. I descend the bill of bfe. It would 
be a truer figure to say I ascend a steepening path with a 
burden ever gathering weight. The Ahnighty seems to 
sustain and spare me for some purpose of His own, deeply 
unworthy as I know myself to be. Glory be to His name/ 
In the closing hours of the year, he enters : — 

This month of December has been notable in my life as follows : 
Dec. 1809. — Born. 1827. — Left Eton. 1831. — Classes at Oxford. 
1832. — Elected to parliament. 1838. — Work on Church and State 
published. 1834. — Took office as lord of the treasury. 1845. — 
Secretary of state. 1852. — Chancellor of exchequer. 1868. — 
First lord. Rather a frivolous enumeration. Yet it would not be 
so if the love of symmetry were carried with a well-proportioned 
earnestness and firmness into the higher parts of life. I feel 
like a man with a burden under which he must fall and he 
crushed if he looks to the right or left or fails from any cause 
to concentrate mind and muscle upon his progress step by step. 
This absorption, this excess, this constant ayar is the fault of 
political life with its insatiable demands, which do not leave the 
smallest stock of moral energy unexhausted and available for 
other purposes. . . . Swimming for his life, a man does not 
see much of the country through which the river winds, and 
I probably know little of these years through which I busily work 
and live. ... It has been a special joy of this December that our 
son Stephen is given to the church, ‘whose shoe latchet I am 
not worthy to unloose.’ 
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took a step from which Mr. Gladstone hoped for ‘most 
important consequences/ in writing direct to Lord Derby, 
dwelling on the danger to the Lords of a collision with the 
Commons, In a record of these proceedings prepared for 
Mr. Gladstone (August 4, ’69), Lord Granville writes : — 

Before the second reading of the Irish Church bill in the House 
of Lords, I was asked by the Archbishop of York to meet him 
and the Archbishop of Canterbury. They said it was impossible 
for them to vote for the second reading in any case, but before 
they decided to abstain from voting against it they wished to 
know how far the government would act in a conciliatory spirit. 
I made to them the same declaration that I afterwards made in 
the House, and after seeing you I had another interview with the 
Archbishop of Canterbury. I told his grace that it was impossible 
for the government to suggest amendments against themselves, 
but I gave a hint of the direction in which such amendments 
might be framed, and, without mentioning that the suggestion 
came from you, I said that if his grace would tell Dr. Ball that 
he only wished to propose amendments which it would be possible 
for the government to accept, that learned gentleman would know 
better than others how it could be done. The archbishop, how- 
ever, seems chiefly to have made use of Dr. Ball to supply him 
with arguments against the government. 

The result was doubtful to the very end. It was three 
o’clock in the morning (June 19) before the close of a fine 
debate — fine not merely from the eloquence of the speakers 
and cogency of argument on either side, but because there 
was a deep and real issue, and because the practical 
conclusion was not foregone. It was the fullest House 
assembled in living memory. Three hundred and twenty-five 
peers voted. The two English archbishops did not vote, and 
Thirlwall was the only prelate who supported the second 
reading. It was carried by a majority of 33. In 1857 Lord 
Derby’s vote of censure on Palmerston for the China war was 
defeated by 36, and these two were the only cases in which 
the conservatives had been beaten in the Lords for twenty 
years. Thirty-six conservative peers, including Lord Salis- 
bury, voted away from their party in favour of the second 
reading. 
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tested, and never did it achieve a completer victory. Every 
great organ of the national constitution came into active 
play. The sovereign performed a high and useful duty. 
The Lords fought hard, but yielded before the strain reached 
a point of danger. The prelates in the midst of anger and 
perturbation were forced round to statesmanship. The 
Commons stood firm and unbroken. The law, when at 
length it became law, effected the national purpose with 
extraordinary thoroughness and precision. And the enter- 
prise was inspired, guided, propelled, perfected, and made 
possible from its inception to its close by the resource, 
temper, and incomparable legislative skill of Mr. Gladstone. 
That the removal of the giant abuse of protestant establish- 
ment in Ireland made a deeper mark on national well-being 
than other of his legislative exploits, we can hardly think, 
but — quite apart from the policy of the act, as to which 
there can now be scarcely two opinions — as a monument of 
difficulties surmounted, prejudices and violent or sullen heats 
overcome, rights and interests adjusted, I know not where 
in the records of our legislation to find its master. 

With characteristic hopefulness and simplicity Mr. Glad- 
stone tried to induco Archbishop Trench and ..others of the 
.Irish hierarchy to come to terms. Without raising the cry 
of no surrender, they declined'all approaches. If Gladstone, 
they said, were able to announce in the House of Commons 
a concordat with the Irish clergy, it would ruin them both 
with the laity of the Irish establishment, and with the 
English conservatives who had fought for them at the 
election and might well be expected, as a piece of party 
business if for no better reasons, to fight on for them in 
the House of Lords. Who could tell that the Gladstone 
majority would hold together? Though ‘no surrender’ 
might be a bad cry, it was even now at the eleventh hour 
possible that ‘ no popery ’ would be a good one. In short, 
they argued, this was one of the cases where terms could 
only be settled on the field of battle. There were moderates, 
the most eminent being Bishop Magee of Peterborough, who 
had an interview with Mr. Gladstone at this stage, but 
nothing came of it. One Irish clergyman only, Stopford the 
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tin' interview hn«! been nnsatiMaotnry, hut gave mo an assurance, 
of his desite to nvoiil a ooiitlict. . . , On tho -ith of July I wrote 
again suggesting a rotnprombe on Lord Oaniarvon'.s clause. lie 
declined, that clause bein'.; the one thing they eared about. lie 
ended by telling me bis growing impression was. that there would 
be no Oliureh bill this se-'-ion. 
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i The general result of the operations of the Lords was to 
| leave disestablishment complete, and the legal framework 
1 of (ho hill undisturbed. .Disendowment, on the other hand. 
; was reduced to a shadow. An additional stun of between 
1 three and four millions was taken for the olmrch, and the 
general upshot was, out of a property of sixteen millions, to 
muko over thirteen or fourteen millions to an ecclesiastical 
hndv whollv exempt from state control. This, Mr. Gladstone 
told the Queen, tho House of Commons would never accept, 
and the lirst. effect of persistence in stteh a course would ho 
a stronger move against the episcopal seats in the J louse of 
Lords than had been seen lbr more than two hundred years. 
He ridiculed as it deserved the contention that t lie nation 
had not passed judgment on the question of disendowment, 
and he insisted that the government could not go further 
than three quarters of a million towards meeting the 
extravagant claims of the Lords. Confessing his disappoint- 
ment at tho conduct, of the episcopal body, even including 
the archbishop, he found a certain consolation in reflecting 
that equally on the great occasions of 382.0 and 3833, though 
‘the mild and wise Archbishop Ilowley was its leader,’ that 
body failed cither to meet the desires of the country, or to act 
upon a far-sighted view of the exigencies of the church. 
«. One point obstinately contested was the plan for the future 
application of the surplus. A majority of the Lords insisted 
on casting out the words of the preamble providing that the 
residue should not be applied for purposes of religion, and 
substituting in one shape or another the principle of con- 
current endowment, so hostile, as Mr. Gladstone judged it, to 
the peace of Ireland, and so irreconcilable with public feeling 
in England and Scotland. 

On July 12, the hill came back to the Commons. The 
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voices. It is hazardous in these times to tamper with such a 
force. 

f l ho preparat ion of tho hill wont rapidly forward : — 

HninrJtn, Jan, 13, IHtiO. — "Wrote out a paper on the plan of 
the measure re* preting the Irish church, intended perhaps for the 
Queen. Worked on Homer. We felled a lime. 14. — Wo felled 
another tree. "Worked on Homer, hut not much, for in tho 
evening earn*' the Spencer.-* [going to I hiblin], aho A relidcaeon Stop- 
ford, and I had much Irish conversation with them. 15. — We 
felled an n* h. Three houra emmT.-ntbm with the viceroy an*} 
the archdeacon. I went over much of the roughest ground of the 
intended measure* the nrehdeacon able and helpful. A ho con- 
versation with the vir**roy, who went before 7. Worked on 
Homer at night. 10. — One hour on Homer with Sir J. Acton. 
Whist in evening. 20. — Further arid long conversations on the 
Irish church (jtiestion and its various branches with Granville, 
tho attorney -gemT.nl for Ireland, and in the evening with J)e.nn 
Ilowson, ah-o with Sir .1. Acton. Cl. — Wrote a brief abstract of 
tho intended hill. Woodcutting. 23. — Saw tho Qticcn [at 
Osborne] on the Irish church especially, and gave II. M. my paper 
with explanation, which appeared to ho well taken. She was 
altogether at ease. Wo dined with II. M. afterwards. 24. — Saw 
her Majesty, who spoke very kindly about Lord Clarendon, Mr. 
Bright, Mr. Lowe, the Spanish crown, Prince Leopold, Mr. Mozley, 
and no forth, but not a word on tho Irish church. /Ws 4. — A 
letter from II.M. to-day showed much disturbance, which I tried 
to soothe. 

In February Lord Granville thought that it might do 
good if tho Queen wero to see Bishop Magee. Mr. Gladstone 
said to him in reply (Fob. 7 ’GO): — 

The case is peculiar and not free from difficulty. On the whole 
I think it would ho wrong to place any limit upon the Queen’s 
communications to the Bishop of Peterborough except this, that 
they would doubtless he made by II.M. to him for himself only, 
and that no part of thorn would go beyond him to any person 
whatever. 
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involved a moaning which Mr. t-ihulstone declared that no 
power on oarllt could induce the Commons to accept. The 
crisis was of unsurpassed anxiet y for t he prime minister. Ho 
has fortunately left his own record of its phases d — 

»$ 'n l unlay, Juhr 17. — Oa the 16th of July the amendments made 
hy the Lords in the* Irish Church hill had been completely disposed 
of by the House of Commons. The last division, taken on the 
disposal of the residue, had, chiefly through mere lazy absences, 
reduced the majority for the government to 72. This relative 
weakness offered a temptation to the opposition to make play 
upon the point. The cabinet met the next forenoon. "Wo felt on 
the one hand that it might be difficult to stake the bill on the 
clause for the disposal of the residue, supposing that to he the 
single remaining point of difference : but that the postponement 
of this question would he a great moral and political evil, and that 
any concession made hy us had far better be one that would he 
of some value to the disestablished church. 

By desire of the cabinet I went to Windsor in the afternoon, 
and represented to II. M. what it was in our power to do; 
namely, although wc had done all we could do upon the merits, 
yet, for the sake of peace and of the House of Lords, [we were 
willing], (a) to make some one further pecuniary concession to the 
church of sensible though not, very large amount; (h) to make a 
further concession as to curates, slight in itself; (r) to amend tho 
residue clause so as to give to parliament the future control, and 
to be content with simply declaring the principle on which tho 
property should be distributed. The Queen, while considering 
that she could not bo a party to this or that particular scheme, 
agreed that it might be proper to make a representation to tho 
archbishop to the general effect that the views of the government 
at this crisis of the measure were such as deserved to be weighed, 
and to promote confidential communication between us. She 
intimated her intention to employ the Dean of Windsor as a 
medium of communication between herself and the archbishop, 
and wished me to explain particulars fully to him. I went to the 
deanery, and, not finding the dean, had written as much as here 
follows on a scrap of paper, when he came in. . . . 

1 The memorandum is dated Aug. 14, 18G9. 
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united persuade tlie nation to acquiesce, and the very attempt 
"would not only prolong and -embitter controversy, but would 
weaken authority in this country. For the thing contemplated is 
the very thing that the parliament was elected not to. do. 

Osborne , Feb. 1 4. — The Queen thanks Mr. Gladstone for his long 
letter, and is much gratified and relieved by the conciliatory spirit 
expressed throughout his explanations on this most difficult and 
important question. The Queen thinks it would indeed be most 
desirable for him to see the Archbishop of Canterbury — and she 
is quite ready to write to the archbishop to inform him of her 
wish and of Mr. Gladstone’s readiness to accede to it, should he 
wish it. 

‘ My impression is,’ Mr. Gladstone wrote to Lord Granville 
(Feb. 14), * that we should make a great mistake if we were 
to yield on the point of time. It is not time that is 
wanted ; we have plenty of time to deal with the Bishop of 
Peterborough’s points so far as they can be dealt with at 
. all. Sir It. Palmer has been here to-day with overtures 
from persons of importance unnamed. I think probably the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and others. 1 I do not doubt that 
on the other side they want time, for then suggestions are 
crude.’ 

On the following day (Feb. 15) the Queen wrote to the 
archbishop, telling him that she had seen Mr. Gladstone, 

* who shows the most conciliatory disposition,’ and who at 
once assured her ‘ of his readiness — indeed, his anxiety — to 
meet the archbishop and to communicate freely with him. 
The correspondence between the Queen and the archbishop 
has already been made known, and most of that between the 
archbishop and Mr. Gladstone, and I need not here reproduce 
it, for, in fact, at this first stage nothing particular came of it.- 

* The great mistake, as it seems to me,’ Mr. Gladstone writes 
to Archdeacon Stopford (Feb. S), ‘ made by the Irish bishops 
and others is this. They seem to think that our friends are 
at the mercy of our adversaries, whereas our adversaries are 
really at the mercy of our friends, and it is to these latter 

1 No : Archbishop Trench and Lord Carnarvon. See Selborne, Memorials, 
i. pp. 114-G. 

“ See Life of Tail, ii. pp. 8-14. 
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remember which, in order to form the basis of my communica- 
tion to the archbishop. I returned from my interview, and 
reported, as I afterwards did to the Dean of Windsor, that his 
tone was friendly, and that he appeared well disposed to the 
sort of arrangement I had sketched. 

Tuesday, July 20. — The archbishop, who had communicated with 
Lord Cairns in the interval, came to me early to-day and brought 
a memorandum as a basis of agreement, which, to my surprise, 
demanded higher terms than those of Mr. Disraeli. 1 I told the 
archbishop the terms in which we had already expressed our- 
selves to Mr. Disraeli. . . . Meantime an answer had come from 
Mr. Disraeli stating that he could not do more. Then followed the 
meeting of the opposition peers at the Duke of Mai'lborough’s. 

On the meeting of the Houses, a few of us considered what 
course was to be taken if the Lords should again cast out of the 
preamble the words which precluded concurrent endowment ; and 
it was agreed to stay the proceedings for the time, and consider 
among ourselves what further to do. [Lord Granville has a 
pencil note on the margin, ‘ The first order I received was to 
throw up the bill, to which I answered that I could not do more 
than adjoui’n the debate.’] Lord Granville made this announce- 
ment accordingly after the Lords had, upon a hot debate and by a 
large majority, again excluded our words from the preamble [173 : 
95]. This had been after a speech from Lord Cairns, in which he 
announced his intention of moving other amendments which he 
detailed, and which were in general conformable to the proposals 
already made to us. The first disposition of several of us this 
evening, myself included, was to regard the proceeding of the 
opposition as now complete ; since the whole had been announced, 
the first stroke struck, and the command shown of a force of peers 

1 1. The Lords’ amendment as to curates to be adopted, . £3SO,000 

2. The Ulster glebes, ...... 465,000 

3. The glebehouses to be free, .... 150,000 

£995,000 

Or the Bishop of Peterborough’s amendment as to the tax 
upon livings in lieu of No. 3, would carry a heavier 
charge by ....... 124,000 
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united persuade the nation to acquiesce, and the very attempt 
would not only prolong and -embitter controversy, but would 
weaken authority in this country. For the thing contemplated is 
the very thing that the parliament was elected not to do. 

Osborne, Feb . 1 4. — The Queen thanks Mr. Gladstone for his long 
letter, and is much gratified and relieved by the conciliatory spirit 
expressed throughout his explanations on this most difficult and 
important question. The Queen thinks it would indeed be most 
desirable for him to see the Archbishop of Canterbury — and she 
is quite ready to write to the archbishop to inform him of her 
wish and of Mr. Gladstone’s readiness to accede to it, should ho 
wish it. 

‘ My impression is,’ Mr. Gladstone wrote to Lord Granville 
(Feb. 14), * that we should make a great mistake if we were 
to yield on the point of time. It is not time that is 
wanted ; we have plenty of time to deal with the Bishop of 
Peterborough’s points so far as they can be dealt with at 
all Sir B. Palmer has been hero to-day with overtures 
from persons of importance unnamed. I think probably the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and others. 1 I do not doubt that 
on the other side they want time, for their suggestions are 
crude.’ 

On the following day (Feb. 15) the Queen wrote to the 
archbishop, telling him that she had seen Mr. Gladstone, 
c who shows the most conciliatory disposition,’ and who at 
once assured her ‘ of his readiness — indeed, his anxiety — to 
meet the archbishop and to communicate freely with him.’ 
The correspondence between the Queen and the archbishop 
has already been made known, and most of that between the 
archbishop and Mr. Gladstone, and I need not here reproduce 
it, for, in fact, at this first stage nothing particular came of it. 2 
‘ The great mistake, as it seems to me,’ Mr. Gladstone writes 
to Archdeacon Stopford (Feb. 8), ‘ made by the Irish bishops 
and others is this. They seem to think that our friends are 
at the mercy of our adversaries, whereas our adversaries are 
really at the mercy of our friends, and it is to these latter 

1 No : Archbishop Trench and Lord Carnarvon. See Selborne. Memorials , 
i. pp. 114-6. 

a See Lift of Tait, ii. pp. 8-14. ■ 
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are narrated by Lord Granville in a memorandum to Mr. CHAP. 
Gladstone, dated August 4- : — «, 

.-Et. 60 . 

After seeing you I met Lord Cairns at the colonial office. He 
offered me terms. 1 ... I ashed him whether, in his opinion, lie, 
the archbishop, and I could carry anything Ave agreed upon. He 
said, ‘Yes, certainly.’ After seeing you I met Lord Cairns a 
second time in his room at the House of Lords. I asked as a 
preliminary to giving any opinion on his amendments, how he 
proposed to deal with the preamble. He said, ‘to leave it as 
amended by the Lords.’ I then proposed the words which were 
afterwards adopted in the 68th clause. He was at first taken 
aback, but admitted that he had personally no objection to them 
He asked what was the opposition to be feared. I suggested some 
from Lord Grey. He believed this to be certain, but immaterial. 

I objected in ioto to Lord Salisbury’s clause or its substitute. He 
was unwilling to yield, chiefly on Lord Salisbury’s account, but 
finally consented. We agreed upon the commutation clause if the 
7 and the 5 per cent, were lumped together. On the curates 
clause we could come to no agreement. He proposed to see Lord 
Salisbury and the archbishop, and to meet again at four at the 
colonial office. He spoke with fairness as to the difficulty of his 
position, and the risk he ran with his own party. I again saw 
you and asked the Irish attorney-general to be present at the 
last interview. I stated to him in Lord Cairns’s presence how far 
we agreed, and expressed my regret that on the last point — the 
curates — our difference was irreconcilable. Lord Cairns said he 
hoped not, and proceeded to argue strongly in favour of his pro- 
posal. He at last, however, at 4.30, compromised the matter by 
accepting five years instead of one. I shook his hand, which was 
trembling with nervousness. We discussed the form of announ- 
cing the arrangement to the House. We at once agreed it was 
better to tell the whole truth, and soon settled that it would he 


1 They were somewhat but not 
very greatly improved. The Ulster 
glebes, however, were gone. He now 
demanded : 1. The acceptance of 
the amendment respecting curates = 
£380,000 ; 2. Five per cent, to be 
added to the seven per cent, on com- 
mutations = £300,000 ; 3. The glebe 


houses to bo given to the church at 
ten years purchase of the sites, a 
slight modification of Lord Salis- 
bury s amendment =£140, 000. From 
this it appeared that even in the mid 

k°, u *ri °i f thw ,£ Ual th y Lord Cairns 
asked above £800,000. 
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united persuade tlie nation to acquiesce, and the very attempt 
■would not only prolong and -embitter controversy, but would 
weaken authority in this country. For the thing contemplated is 
the very thing that the parliament was elected not to do. 

Osborne , Feb. 1 4. — The Queen thanks Mr. Gladstone for his long 
letter, and is much gratified and relieved by the conciliatory spirit 
expressed throughout his explanations on this most difficult and 
important question. The Queen thinks it would indeed be most 
desirable for him to see the Archbishop of Canterbury — and she 
is quite ready to write to the archbishop to inform him of her 
wish and of Mr. Gladstone’s readiness to accede to it, should he 
wish it. 

‘ My impression is,’ Mr. Gladstone wrote to Lord Granville 
(Feb. 14), * that we should make a great mistake if we were 
to yield on the point of time. It is not time that is 
wanted; we have plenty of time to deal with the Bishop of 
Peterborough’s points so far as they can be dealt with at 
all. Sir R Palmer has been here to-day with overtures 
from persons of importance unnamed. I think probably the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and others. 1 I do not doubt that 
on the other side they want time, for their suggestions are 
crude.’ 

On the following day (Feb. 15) the Queen wrote to the 
archbishop, telling him that she had seen Mr. Gladstone, 
‘ who shows the most conciliatory disposition,’ and who at 
once assured her c of his readiness — indeed, his anxiety — to 
meet the archbishop and to communicate freely with him.’ 
The correspondence between the Queen and the archbishop 
has already been made known, and most of that between the 
archbishop and Mr. Gladstone, and I need not here reproduce 
it, for, in fact, at this first stage nothing particular came of it. 2 
* The great mistake, as it seems to me,’ Mr. Gladstone writes 
to Archdeacon Stopford (Feb. 8), c made by the Irish bishops 
and others is this. They seem to think that our friends are 
at the mercy of our adversaries, whereas our adversaries are 
really at the mercy of our friends, and it is to these latter 

1 No : Archbishop Trench and Lord Carnarvon. See Selborne, Memorials, 
i. pp. 114-6. 

3 See Life of Tait, ii. pp. 8-14. 
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there would have been, if Cairns had not taken upon himself 
the responsibility of acting as he did.’ 

Among interesting letters was one from Maiming : — (July 
24) ‘My joy over the event is not only as a catholic, though 
that must be, as it ought to be, my highest motive, but as an 
Englishman to whom, as I remember your once saying, the 
old English monarchy is dear next after the catholic church. 
But at this time I will only add that I may wish 3-011 joy on 
personal reasons. I could hardly have hoped that you could 
so have framed, mastered, and carried through the bill from 
first to last so complete, so unchanged in identity of principle 
and detail, and let me add with such unwearying and sus- 
tained self-control and forbearance/ 

The diary gives us a further glimpse of these agitating 
days : — 
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Jxily 20. — Conclave of colleagues on Irish church proceedings. 
An anxious day, a sad evening. 21. — Cabinet 11 -2£, stiff, but 
good. 22. — -I was obliged to take to my sofa and spent the day 
so in continual interviews with Granville, Glyn, West, Sullivan — 
especially the first — on the details and particulars of the negotia- 
tions respecting the Irish Church bill. The favourable issue left 
me almost unmanned in the reaction from a sharp and stern 
tension of mind. 23. — My attack did not lessen. Dr. Clark 
came in the morning and made me up for the House, whither I 
went 2-5 P.M., to propose concurrence in the Lords’ amendments. 
Up to the moment I felt very weak, but this all vanished when I 
spoke and while the debate lasted. Then I went back to bed 
25. — Weak still. I presumed over much in walking a little and 
fell back at night to my lowest point. 


Sir Bober t Phillimore records : — 


July 21. — Bound Gladstone at breakfast, calm, pale, but with- 
out a doubt as to the course which the government must pursue, 
viz. : to maintain upon every important point the bill as sent 
back by the Commons, probably an autumn session, a bill sternly 
repeated by the Commons, too probably without the clauses 
favourable to the Irish church. 23. — Nothing talked or written 
of but the political marvel of yesterday. Gladstone in a speech 
universally praised proposed to the House of Commons the bill as 

3 M 
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united persuade the nation to acquiesce, and the very attempt 
would not only prolong and -embitter controversy, but would 
weaken authority in this country. For the thing contemplated is 
the very thing that the parliament was elected not to do. 

Osborne, Feb. 14. — The Queen thanks Mr. Gladstone for his long 
letter, and is much gratified and relieved by the conciliatory spirit 
expressed throughout his explanations on this most difficult and 
important question. The Queen thinks it would indeed be most 
desirable for him to see the Archbishop of Canterbury — and she 
is quite ready to ■write to the archbishop to inform him of her 
■wish and of Mr. Gladstone’s readiness to accede to it, should he 
wish it. 

‘ My impression is/ Mr. Gladstone wrote to Lord Granville 
(Feb. 14), * that we should make a great mistake if we were 
to yield on the point of time. It is not time that is 
■wanted ; we have plenty of time to deal with the Bishop of 
Peterborough’s points so far as they can be dealt with at 
all Sir R. Palmer has been here to-day with overtures 
from persons of importance unnamed. I think probably the 
Archbishop of Canterbury and others. 1 I do not doubt that 
on the other side they want time, for their suggestions are 
crude.’ 

On the following day (Feb. 15) the Queen wrote to the 
archbishop, telling him that she had seen Mr. Gladstone, 

‘ who shows the most conciliatory disposition/ and who at 
once assured her ‘ of his readiness — indeed, his anxiety — to 
meet the archbishop and to communicate freely with him.’ 
The correspondence between the Queen and the archbishop 
has already been made known, and most of that between the 
archbishop and Mr. Gladstone, and I need not here reproduce 
it, for, in fact, at this first stage nothing particular came of it.- 
* The great mistake, as it seems to me/ Mr. Gladstone writes 
to Archdeacon Stopford (Feb. 8), ‘ made by the Irish bishops 
and others is this. They seem to think that our friends are 
at the mercy of our adversaries, whereas our adversaries are 
really at the mercy of our friends, and it is to these latter 

1 No : Archbishop Trench and Lord Carnarvon. See Selbome, Memorials, 
i. pp. 114-6. 

3 See Life of Tail, ii. pp. 8-14. 
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FIRST CHAPTER OP AN AGRARIAN REVOLUTION 


(1S70) 


The Irish Land Act of 1S70 in its consequences was certainty one 
of the most important measures of the nineteenth centurj T . — L eckv. 


Ln the beginning of 1870 one of Mr. Gladstone’s colleagues CHAP. 

wrote of bim to another, * I fear that he is steering srr.ug.u v ^ 

upon the rocks.’ So it might well seem to any who knew -^ 7 - 6() - 

the unplumbed depths on which he had to shape his vor.-ge. 

Trish h istory has been sai d_to _resemble that of Spain 

for the last three centuries, — the elaboration 0 : rnose 

ideas hTflai^ eco n 0 my most unsukeu to the 

needs^ofjtlie nation. concerned. Siicliidcasi deeply cneris bed 

in Britain where they had succeeded, Mr. Gladstone was now 

gradually drawn forward to reverse and overthrow in Ireland 

where they had ended in monstrous failure. Here a pilot’s 

eye might well see jagged reefs. The occasion was the 

measure for dealing with the laud of Ireland, that he had 

promised at the election. T he d ifficulty arose from the huge 

and bottomless-ignorance of those in w hose hands the power ! 

lay. Mr. Gladstone in. the course of these discussions said, 

and said truly, of the learned Sir Roundel! Palmer, that he 

knew. no. more of land tenures in Ireland than lie knew of, 

land tenures in the moon. At the beginning much the same 

might have been observed of the cabinet, of th c two houses 

of parliament, and of the whole mass of British clccn'-s 

N°_ dou bt one effect o f.Jhis great ignorance was to m ' ~ 

Mr. G ladstone dictator. Still ignorance h-ft all the 

power to prejudice and interests. IVe mav imagine the 

The cabinet was in the main made up of 'landlords /—-f 

hardened and convicted economists —not ccev 
v ‘ - ■''* 
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united persuade the nation to acquiesce, and the very attempt 
tvould not only prolong and -embitter controversy, but would 
weaken authority in this country. For the thing contemplated is 
the very thing that the parliament was elected not to, do. 

Osborne , Feb . 1 4. — The Queen thanks Mr. Gladstone for his long 
letter, and is much gratified and relieved by the conciliatory spirit 
expressed throughout his explanations on this most difficult and 
important question. The Queen thinks it would indeed be most 
desirable for him to see the Archbishop of Canterbury — and she 
is quite ready to write to the archbishop to inform him of her 
wish and of Mr. Gladstone’s readiness to accede to it, should he 
wish it. 

‘ My impression is,’ Mr. Gladstone wrote to Lord Granville 
(Feb. 14), * that we should make a great mistake if we were 
to yield on the point of time. It is not time that is 
wanted ; we have plenty of time to deal with the Bishop of 
Peterborough’s points so far as they can he dealt with at 
. all. Sir R. Palmer has been here to-day with overtures 
from persons of importance unnamed. I think probably the 

S ushop of Canterbury and others. 1 I do not doubt that 
.0 other side they want time, for their suggestions are 

the following day (Feb. 15) the Queen wrote to the 
archbishop, telling him that she had seen Mr. Gladstone, 

* who shows the most conciliatory disposition/ and who at 
once assured her ‘ of his readiness — indeed, his anxiety — to 
meet the archbishop and to communicate freely with him.’ 
The correspondence between the Queen and the archbishop 
has already been made known, and most of that between the 
archbishop and Mr. Gladstone, and I need not here reproduce 
it, for, in fact, at this first stage nothing particular came of it. 2 
£ The great mistake, as it seems to me/ Mr. Gladstone writes 
to Archdeacon Stopford (Feb. 8), ‘ made by the Irish bishops 
and others is this. They seem to think that our friends are 
at the mercy of our adversaries, whereas our adversaries are 
really at the mercy of our friends, and it is to these latter 

1 No : Archbishop Trench and Lord Carnarvon. See Selborne, Memorials, 
i. pp. 114-6. 

3 See Life of Tail, ii. pp. 8-14. ' 
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still closer to tlie pith of the matter when he says to CHA1-. 
Mr. Bright • — ‘ Your plan, if adopted in full, could only — 
extend to a small proportion of the two or three hundred ^ T - 60 - 
millions worth of land in Ireland; and I do not well see 
how the unprotected tenants of the land in general would 
take essential benefit from the purchase and owning of 
land by a few of their fortunate brethren.’ If the land 
question was urgent, and Bright himself, like Mill, thought 
that it was, this answer of Mr. Gladstone’s was irrefragable. 

In acknowledging the despatch of this correspondence from • 

Mr. Gladstone, Lord Granville says to him (May 26, 1869): — 

This question may break us up. Bright is thin-skinned ; the 
attacks in the Lords ruffle him more than he chooses to admit, i 
cannot make out how far ho likes office, the cabinet, and his new 
position. It will be ixarticularty disagreeable to him to have this 
plan, of which he is so much enamoured and for which he has 
received so much blame and a little praise, snuffed out by the 
cabinet. And yet how is it possible to avoid it, even putting aside 
the strong opinions of Lowe, Cardwell, and others? M 3 r only hope 
is that you have got the germ of some larger and more compre- 
hensive plan in your head, than has yet been developed. 

The plan ultimately adopted, after a severe struggle and 
with momentous consequences, did not first spring from Mr. 
Gladstone’s brain. The idea of adapting the law to custom 
in all its depth and breadth, and extending the rooted 
notion of tenant-right to its furthest bearings, was necessarily 
a plant of Irish and not of English growth. Mr. Chichester > 
Eortescue, the Irish chief secretary and an Irishman, first 
opened a bold expansion of the familiar principle of many , 
tenant-right bills. lie had introduced such a bill himself 
in 1866, and the conservative government had brought in 
another in 1867. It 'is believed that he was instigated to 
adopt the new and bolder line by Sir Edward Sullivan, then 
the Irish attorney-general. Away from Sullivan, it was 
observed, he had little to say of value about his plan. In 
the cabinet Eortescue was not found effective, but he 
was thoroughly at home in the subject, and his speeches 
in public on Irish business had all the cogency of a man 
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\ The speech in which this arduous scheme was explained to 
• parliament was regarded as Mr. Gladstone’s highest example 
•'of lucid and succinct unfolding of complicated matter. 
Mr. Disraeli said there was not a single word wasted. So 
skilfully were the facts marshalled, that every single hearer 
believed himself thoroughly to comprehend the eternal 
principles of the commutation of tithe-rent- charge, and the 
difference in the justice due to a transitory and a permanent 
curate. Manning said that the only two legislative acts in 
,our history that approached it in importance for Ireland 
were the repeal of the penal laws and the Act of Union, 
j However this may be, it is hardly an excess to say that since 
Pitt, the author of the Act of Union, the author of the 
Church Act was the only statesman in the roll of the 
century, capable at once of framing such a statute and 
expounding it with the same lofty and. commanding power. 1 1 
In a fugitive note, Mr. Gladstone named one or two of 
the speakers on the second reading : — ‘ Ball : elaborate and 
impressive, answered with great power by Irish attorney 
general. Bright : very eloquent and striking. Young 
George Hamilton : a first speech of great talent, admirably 
delivered. Hardy: an uncompromising defence of laws 
and institutions as they are, with a severe picture of the 
character and civil conduct of the Irish population.’ 
Mr. Disraeli’s speech was even more artificial than usual. 
It was Mr. Hardy and Dr. Ball who gave cogent and 
strenuous expression to the argument and passion of the 
church case. When the division came, called by Mr. Glad- 
stone ‘notable and historic’ (March 24), the majority in a 
crowded house was 118. 2 ‘Our division this morning,’ Mr. 
Gladstone wrote to Lord Granville, ‘ even exceeded expecta- 
tions, and will powerfully propel the bill.’ The size of this 
majority deserves the reader’s attention, for it marked the 
opening of a new parliamentary era. In 1841 Peel had 
turned out the whigs by a majority of 1. Lord Jolm 
Russell was displaced in 1852 by 9. The Derby govern- 

1 The Irish Church bill is the so marvellous.— Ur. Temple to 
greatest monument of genius that I A eland, March 12, 1S69. t 
have yet known from Gladstone; 2 36S against 250. 
even his marvellous budgets are not 
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tlio capital and tho skill of Uio tenant. In Ireland, in the 
minds of the vast majority of tho population, for reasons 
just as good, property includes rights of the cultivator, 
whoso labour has drained tho land, and reclaimed it, and 
fenced it, and made farm-roads, and put a dwelling and 
farm buildings on it, and given to it all tho working value 
that it possesses. "We need suppose no criminality on either 
side. The origin of the difference was perfectly natural. In 
Ireland the holdings were small and multitudinous; no 
landlord who was not a millionaire, could havo prepared 
and equipped holdings numbered by hundreds or thousands; 
and if he could, the hundreds and thousands of tenants 
had not a straw of capital. This peculiarity in social 
circumstances made it certain, therefore, that if tho moral 
foundation of modern ideas of property is that he who sows 
shall reap, the idea of property would grow up in the mind 
of the cultivator, whenever the outer climate permitted 
the growth in his mind of any ideas of moral or equitable 
right at all. 

In 1845 the Devon Commission had reported that it is the 
tenant who has made the improvements ; that large confisca- , 
tions of these improvements had been systematically practised 
in the shape of progressive enhancements of rent ; that crime 
and disorder sprang from the system ; and that parliament 
ought to interfere. A bill was proposed b} r tho Peel govern- 
ment in 1845 for protecting the rightful interests of the 
tenant against the landlord. It was introduced in the House 
mainly composed of landlords. There it had such contu- 
melious greeting, that it was speedily dropped. This was a 
crowning illustration of the levity of the imperial parliament 
dealing with Irish problems. The vital necessity for re-; 
adjusting the foundations of social life demonstrated; a half' 
measure languidly attempted ; attempt dropped ; bills sent ' 
to slumber in limbo ; dry rot left quietly alone for a whole 
generation, until bloody outrage and murder awoke legislative 
conscience or roused executive fear. The union was seventy 
years old before the elementary feature in the agrarian con- 
dition of Ireland was recognised by the parliament which 
had undertaken to govern Ireland. Before the union Ireland 
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The . bill swept through the stages of committee without 
—> alteration of substance and with extraordinary celerity, due 
not merely to the ‘brute majority/ nor to the expectation that 
all was sure to be undone in another place, but to the 
peculiar powers developed by the minister. > From the speech 
in which he unfolded his plan, down to the last amendment 
on report, he showed a mastciy alike of himself and of his 
project and of the business from day to day in hand, that 
routed opposition and gave new animation and ardour to the 
confidence of his friends. For six or seven hours a day he 
astonished the House by his power of attention, unrelaxed 
yet without strain, by his double grasp of leading principle 
and intricate detail, by his equal command of legal and 
historic controversy and of all the actuarial niceties and 
puzzles of commutation. ‘ In some other qualities of 
parliamentary statesmanship/ says one acute observer of 
that time, ‘ as an orator, a debater, and a tactician he has 
s rivals; but in the powers of embodying principles in legis- 
lative form and preserving unity of purpose through a multi- 
plicity of confusing minutiae he has neither equal nor second 
\ among living statesmen .' 1 The truth could not be better 
summed up. He carried the whole of his party with him, 
and the average majority in divisions on the clauses was 113. 
Of one dangerous corner, he says : — 

May 6. — H. of C., working Irish Church hill. Spoke largely 
on Maynooth. [Proposal to compensate Maynooth out of the 
funds of the Irish church.] The final division on the pinching 
point with a majority of 107 was the most creditable (I think) 

I have ever known. 

By a majority of 114 the bill was read a third time on the 
last day of May. 

iii 

The contest was now removed from the constituencies and 
their representatives in parliament to the citadel of privilege. 
The issue was no longer single, and the struggle for religious 
equality in Ireland was henceforth merged before the 
public eye in a conflict for the supremacy of the Commons 
1 See Daily News, April 26, 1869. 



A DIGRESSION 


921 


aires anywhere as the whig and lory statesmen who tried to CHAP. 

regenerate Ireland in the middle of the nineteenth century, > JL _ 

They first of all passed an Act (1 849) inviting the purchase /Et - 60 
of the estates of an insolvent landlord upon precisely the 
same principles as governed the purchase of his pictures or 
his furniture. We passed the Encumbered Estates Act, Mr. 
Gladstone said, ‘ with lazy, heedless, uninformed good inton- ^ 
tions.’ The important rights given by custom and equity to' 
the cultivator were suddenly extinguished by the supremo 
legal right of the rent-receiver. About one-eighth of the 
whole area of the country is estimated to have changed hands 
on these terms. The extreme of wretchedness and confusion 
naturally followed. Parliament thought this must be due to 
some misunderstanding. That there might be no further 
mistake, it next proceeded formally to declare (18G0) that 
the legal relations between landlord and tenant in Ireland 
were to be those of strict contract. 1 Thus blunder was 


clenched by blunder. The cultivators were terror-struck, 
and agitation waxed hot. 

Oliver Cromwell had a glimpse of the secret in 1G49.1 
‘These poor people,’ he said, ‘have been accustomed to as' 
much injustice and oppression from their landlords, the' 
great men, and those who should have done them right, as 
any people in that which we call Christendom. Sir, if 
justice were freely and impartially administered here, the 
foregoing darkness and corruption would make it look so 
much the more glorious and beautiful.’ It was just two 
hundred and twenty years before another ruler of England 
saw as deep, and applied his mind to the free doing of 
justice. \ 


Almost immediately after recovering from the fatigues of 
the session of 1869, Mr. ‘ Gladstone threw himself upon his 
new task, his imagination vividly excited by its magnitude 
and its possibilities. ‘For the last three months,’ he writes 


1 When the present writer once approbation came from the tory 
referred to the principle of the Act of benches. So deep was parliamentary 
1860 as being that the hiring of land ignorance of Ireland even in 1887, 

is just as much founded on trade after the Acts of 1870 and 1881. 

principles as the chartering of a ship Hans. 814, p. 295. 
or the hiring of a street cab, loud 
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Grey 's letter to tlie archbishop of the same date, of "which a 
copy was sent to the prime minister : — 

Mr. Gladstone is not ignorant (indeed the Queen has never 
concealed her feeling on the subject) how deeply her Majesty 
deplores the necessity, under which he conceived himself to lie, 
of raising the question as he has done ; or of the apprehensions 
of which she cannot divest herself, as to the possible consequences 
of the measure which he has introduced. These apprehensions, 
her Majesty is bound to say, still exist in full force ; but con- 
sidering the circumstances under which the measure has come to 
the House of Lords, the Queen cannot regard without the greatest 
alarm the probable effect of its absolute rejection in that House. 
Carried, as it has been, by an overwhelming and steady majority 
through a House of Commons, chosen expressly to speak the 
feeling of the country on the question, there seems no reason to 
believe that any fresh appeal to the people would lead to a 
different result. The rejection of the bill, therefore, on the 
second reading, would only serve to bring the two Houses into 
collision, and to prolong a dangerous agitation on the subject. 

Mr. Gladstone replied : — 

June 5 . — From such information as has indirectly reached Mr. 
Gladstone, he fears that the leaders of the majority in the House 
of Lords will undoubtedly oppose the second reading of the Irish 
Church bill, of which Lord Harrow r by is to propose the rejection. 
He understands that Lord Salisbury, as well as Lord Carnarvon, 
decidedly, but in vain, objected to this course at the meeting held 
to-day at the Duke of Marlborough’s. Very few of the bishops 
were present. Lord Derby, it is said, supported the resolution. 
Although a division must now be regarded as certain, and as very 
formidable, all hope need not be abandoned that your Majesty’s 
wise counsels through the Archbishop of Canterbury, and the 
sagacity of the peers themselves with reference to the security and 
stability of their position in the legislature, may avail to frustrate 
an unwise resolution. 

'How much more effectually,’ Mr. Gladstone wrote to 
Hawarden, 'could the Queen assist in the settlement of this 
question were she not six hundred miles off.’ As it was, she 
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ami wo can hardly avoid some early stop towards making progress 
m it. A committee keeps a cabinet quiet. It is highly neces- . 

fnr ‘ V fha? Fllonld 1,0 3 u5fo ready when parliament meets, and 
vet there m so much mental movement upon the question from 

• 5 ° th ?' ' ve S( '° from 11 variety of curious utterances (that of 
the }V»;„ f included), that it is desirable to keep final decisions 
oi>en. Much information will be open, and this a committee can 
prepare in concert with the Irish government. It also, I think, 
affords a means of bringing men’s minds together. 

. 110 ,, ‘ 1!s {ho Trish Nectary Hint so far as lie can enter 
into the socivtary’.s views, lie ‘enters thoroughly into the 
spint of thorn.’ hut many members of the cabinet, laden 
sufficiently with their own labours, had probably not so 
closely followed up the matter: — 
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Tim proposition, that more than compensation to tenants for 
iheir improvements will be necessary in order to settle tho Irish 
land laws, will be unpalatable, or new, to several, and naturally 
enough. You will have observed the total difference in the 
internal situation between this case and that .of the Irish church, 
where upon all the greater points our measure was in a manner 
outlined for us by the course of previous transactions. 


At, the end of October the question wns brought formally 
before t ho cabinet: — 


Ocl. 50 Cabinet, 2-5 1. . . . We broke ground very satisfac- 
torily on the question of Irish land. Nov. 3.— Cabinet. Chiefly 
on Irish land, and stiff. 9.— To Guildhall, where I spoke for the 
government. The combination of physical effort with measured 
words is difficult. . 22.— Worked six hours on my books, arrang- 
ing and re-arranging. The best brain rest I have had, I think 
since December last. 


The brain rest was not for long. On Dec. 1 he tells Lord 
Granville that Argyll is busy on Irish land, and in his views 
is misled by ‘ the rapid facility of bis active mind/ * It 
is rather awkward at this stage to talk of breaking up 
the government, and that is more easily said than done ’ J 
know no more singular reading in its way than the corre- 
spondence between Mr. Gladstone and the Duke of Argyll* 
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. IV 

For the moment ministers breathed freely, but the bill 
was soon in the trough of the sea. The archbishop wrote 
to the Queen that they had decided if they could not get 
three million pounds to float the new church upon, they 
would take their chance of what might happen by postpon- 
ing the bill until next year. Asked by the Queen what 
could be done (July 10), Lord Granville, being at Windsor, 
answered that the cabinet would not make up their mind 
until they knew how far the Lords would go in resistance, 
but he thought it right to tell her that there was no chance 
of ministers agreeing to postpone the bill for another year. 
The day after this conversation, the Queen wrote again to the 
archbishop, asking him seriously to reflect, in case the conces- 
sions of the government should not go quite so far as he might 
himself wish, whether the postponement of the settlement for 
another year would not be likely to result rather in worse 
than in better terms for the church. She trusted that he 
would himself consider, and endeavour to induce others to 
consider, any concessions offered by the House of Commons 
in the most conciliatory spirit, rather than to try and get rid 
of the bill. ‘ The amendments,’ said Mr. Gladstone, c seem to 
mean war to the knife.’ 

After the second reading a tory lady of high station 
told Lord Clarendon and Mr. Delane that in her opinion a 
friendly communication might have great influence on 
Lord Salisbury’s course. 

I therefore wrote to him (Lord Granville says in the memor- 
andum already referred to), stating why on public and personal 
grounds it was desirable that he should meet you. I said that 
although it would be difficult for us to initiate suggestions, yet 
from your personal regard for him such a conversation would 
advance matters. He consented, stating that he was in communi- 
cation as to amendments with Lord Cairns and the archbishop. 
He was extreme!}’’ desirous that no one should know of the 
interview. You were of opinion that the interview had done 
good, and I wrote to ask Lord Salisbury whether he would like 
me to put dots on some of jmur i’s. He declined, and considered 
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relief, to which they do not themselves give the first place in im- CHAP. 

portance. It is most dangerous to discredit propositions which you v f 

mean to adopt , in the face of any who (as yet) do not mean to 60 
adopt them, and who may consistently and honourably use all 
your statements against them, nay, who would really be bound to 
do so. Ho part of what I have said is an argument against your 
propositions. ... If your seven propositions were law to-day, you 
would have made but a very small progress towards settling the 
land question of Ireland. For all this very plain speech, you will, 

I am sure, forgive me. 

A letter from Mr. Gladstone to Fortescue (Dec. 5) shows 
the competition between Bright’s projects of purchase by 
state-aid, and the scheme for dealing with the tenants as 
tenants : — 

I am a good deal staggered at the idea of any interference with 
present rents. But I shall not speak on this subject to others. 

It will be difficult enough to carry the substance of the plan you 
proposed, without any enlargement of it. I hope to see you again 
before the question comes on in the cabinet. . . . Bright is very full 
of waste lands, and generally of his own plans, considerably (at 
present) to the detriment of yours. He wants the government to 
buy waste lands, and says it is not against political economy, but 
yours is. I think he will come right. It appears to me we might 
in the case of waste lands lend money (on proper conditions) to 
any buyers ; in the 'case of other lands we are only to lend to 
occupiers. What do you think of this ? 

At this date he w r as still in doubt whether an}d)ody would 
agree to interference with existing rents, but he had for him- 
self hit upon the principle that became the foundation of his 
law. He put to Fortescue (Dec. 9) as a material point: — 

Whether it is expedient to adopt, wherever it can be made 
available, the custom of the country as the basis for compensation 
on eviction and the like. I cannot make out from your papers 
whether you wholly dissent from this. I hoped you had agreed 
in it. I have acquired a strong conviction upon it, of which 
I have written out the grounds ; but I shall not circulate the 
paper till I understand your views more fully. 
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tension, had. hardly yet begun to tell upon him, but Mr. 
Gladstone enters on these days : — 

July 11. — formidable accounts from and through Windsor. 
12. — The time grows more and more anxious. 15. — This day I 
received from a Roman catholic bishop the assurance that he 
offered mass and that many pray for me ; and from Mr. Spurgeon 
(as often from others), an assurance of the prayers of the non- 
conformists. I think in these and other prayers lies the secret of 
the strength of body which has been given me in unusual measure 
during this very trying year. 

This was the day on which, amid the ardent cheers of his 
party, he arose to announce to the House the views of the 
government. He was in no compromising mood. In a short 
speech he went through the amendments made by men so 
out of touch with the feeling of the country that they might 
have been ' living in a balloon.’ One by one he moved the 
rejection of all amendments that involved the principle of 
concurrent endowment, the disposal of the surplus, or the 
postponement of the date of disestablishment. He agreed, 
however, to give, a lump sum of half a million in lieu of 
private benefactions, to readjust the commutation terms, 
and make other alterations involving a further gift of 
£280,000 to the church. When the Commons concluded the 
consideration of the Lords’ amendments (July 16), Mr. 
Gladstone observed three things: first, that the sentiment 
against concurrent endowment in any form was overwhelm- 
ing; second, that not only was no disposition shown to make 
new concessions, but concessions actually made were sorely 
grudged ; and third, that the tories were eager to postpone 
the destination of the residuary property. 

v 

On July 16, the bill, restored substantially to its first 
shape, was again back on the table of the Lords, and ship- 
wreck seemed for five days to be inevitable. On July 20, at 
eleven o’clock, by a majority of 175 to 93, the Lords once more 
excluded from the preamble the words that the Commons 
had placed and replaced there, in order to declare the policy 
of parliament on matters ecclesiastical in Ireland. This 
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pages of it — on the recognition of usage beyond the limit of CHAP 
Ulster custom as a distinct head. You pressed your view re- v , - 
peatedly on the cabinet, which did not adopt it. Till the cabinet /Et- 61 
alters its mind, we have no option except to use every effort to get 
the bill drawn according to its instructions. 

How much, he had his Irish plans at heart, Mr. Gladstone 
showed by his urgency that the Queen should open parlia- 
ment. His letter to her (Jan. 15) on the subject, he told 
Lord Granville, * expresses ' my desire, not founded on 
ordinary motives, nor having reference to ordinary circum- 
stances ’ : — 

We have now to deal with the gros of the Irish question, and 
the Irish question is in a category by itself. It would be almost a 
crime in a minister to omit anything that might serve to mark, 
and bring home to the minds of men, the gravity of the occasion. 
Moreover, I am persuaded that the Queen’s own sympathies would 
be, not as last year, but in the same current as ours. To this 
great country the state of Ireland after seven hundred years of 
our tutelage is in my opinion so long as it continues, an intoler- 
able disgrace, and a danger so absolutely transcending all others, 
that I call it the only real danger of the noble empire of the Queen. 

I cannot refrain from bringing before her in one shape or another 
my humble advice that she should, if able, open parliament. 

IV 

Public opinion was ripening. The Times made a contribu- 
tion of the first importance to the discussion, in a series of 
letters from a correspondent, that almost for the first time 
brought the facts of Irish land before the general public. A 
pamphlet from Mill, then at the height of his influence upon 
both writers and readers, startled them by the daring pro- 
position that the only plan was to buy out the landlords. 

The whole host of whig economists and' lawyers fell heavily 
upon him in consequence. The new voters showed that they 
were not afraid of new ideas. It was not until Jan. 25 that 
peril was at an end inside the government : — 

Jan. 25, ’70. — Cabinet. The great difficulties of the Irish Land 
bill there are now over. Thank God 1 Feb. 7. — With the Prince 
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The object of this paper was to induce the archbishop to 
' discountenance any plan for pressing the postponement of the 
provisions respecting the residue, and to deal with us in preference 
respecting any practicable concession to the church. When the 
.dean came in, I explained this further, recited the purport of my 
interview with the Queen, and on his asking me confidentially for 
his own information, I let him know that the further pecuniary 
concession we were prepared to recommend would be some 
£170,000 or £180,000. 

Sunday , July IS. — In the afternoon Lord Granville called on 
me and brought me a confidential memorandum, containing an 
overture which Mr. Disraeli had placed in the hands of Lord 
Bessborough for communication to us. [Memorandum not 
recoverable.] He had represented the terms as those which he 
had with much difficulty induced Lord Cairns to consent to. 
While the contention as to the residue was abandoned, and 
pecuniary concessions alone were sought, the demand amounted, 
according to our computation, to between £900,000 and 
£1,000,000. . . . This it was evident was utterly inadmissible. I. 
saw no possibility of approach to it ; and considered that a further 
quarter of a million or thereabouts was all that the House of 
Commons could be expected or asked further to concede. On the 
same afternoon Lord Granville, falling in with Mr. Goschen, asked 
him what he thought the very most that could be had — would it 
it be £500,000? Goschen answered £300,000, and with this 
Glyn agreed. Mr. Disraeli desired an answer before three en 
Monday. 

Monday, July 19. — Those members of the government who had 
acted as a sort of committee in the Irish church question met in the 
afternoon. We were all agreed in opinion that the Disraeli over- 
ture must be rejected, though without closing the door; and a 
reply was prepared in this sense, which Lord Granville under- 
took to send. [Draft, in the above sense that no sum approaching 
£1,000,000 could be entertained.] 

Meantime the archbishop had arrived in Downing Street, in 
pursuance of the arrangements of Saturday; and a paper was 
either now drawn, or sanctioned by my colleagues, I do not 
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The second reading was carried by 442 to 11, the minority CHAP. 

being composed of eight Irish ’members of advanced type, ^ IL 

and three English tones, including Mr. Henley and Mr. /Et ’ 61 * 
James Lowther, himself Irish secretary eight years later. 

The bill was at no point fought high b} r the opposition. 

Mr, Disraeli moved an amendment limiting compensation to 
unexhausted improvements. The government majority fell 
to 76, ‘a result to be expected,’ Mr. Gladstone reports, ‘ con- 
sidering the natural leanings of English and Scotch members 
to discount in Ireland what they would not apply in Great 
Britain. They are not very familiar with Irish land tenures.’ 

One fact of much significance he notes in these historic pro- 
ceedings. Disraeli, he writes to tho Duke of Argyll (April 
21, 1870), ‘has not spoken one word against valuation of 
rents or porpetuity of tenure.’ It was from the house of his 
friends that danger came : — 

April 4. — H. of C. Spoke on Disraeli’s amendment. A majority 
of 76, but the navigation is at present extremely critical. 7. — 

H. of C. A most ominous day from end to end. Early in the 
evening I gave a review of the state of the bill, and later another 
menace of overturn if the motion of Mr. William Fowler [a liberal 
banker], which Palmer had unfortunately (as is too common with 
him) brought into importance, should be carried. We had a 
majority of only 32. 

To Lord Russell he writes (April 12) • — 

I am in the hurry-scurry of preparation for a run into the 
country this evening, but I must not omit to thank you for your 
very kind and welcome letter. We have had a most anxious time 
in regard to the Irish Land bill. . . . The fear that our Land 
bill may cross the water creates a sensitive state of mind among all 
tories, many wliigs, and a few radicals. Upon this state of things 
comes Palmer with his legal mind, legal point of view, legal 
aptitude and inaptitude (vide Mr. Burke), and stirs these suscepti- 
bilities to such a point that he is always near bringing us to grief 
Even Grey more or less goes with him. 

Phillimore records a visit in these critical days : — 

April 8. — Gladstone looked worn and fagged. Very affectionate 

YOL. I. 3 N 
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amply sufficient to do the rest. 1 ... The idea did not, however, 
include an absolute abandonment of the bill, but only the suspen- 
sion of our responsibility for it, leaving the opposition to work 
their own will, and with the intention, when this had been done, 
of considering the matter further. . . . 

Wednesday , July 21. — The cabinet met at 11 ; and I went to it 
in the mind of last night. We discussed, however, at great length 
all possible methods of proceeding that occurred to us. The result 
was stated in a letter of mine to the Queen, of which I annex a 
copy. [See Appendix. He enumerates the various courses considered, 
and states that the course adopted ivas to go through the endowment 
amendments, and if they tuere carried adversely, then to drop their 
responsibility .] 

Most of the cabinet were desirous to go on longer; others, 
myself included, objected to proceeding to the end of the bill or 
undertaking to remit the bill again to the House of Commons as 
of our own motion. It occurred to me, however, that we might 
proceed as far as to the end of the many amendments, about the 
middle of the bill; and this appeared to meet the views of all, 
even of those who would have preferred doing more, or less. 

Thursday , July 22. — I was laid up to-day, and the transactions 
were carried on by Lord Granville, in communication with me 
from time to time at my house. First he brought me a note he 
had received from Lord Cairns. 

This, dated July 22, was to the effect that Lord Cairns 
had no right and no desire to ask for any information as to 
the course proposed that night ; but that if the statements 
as to the intention of the government to proceed with the 
consideration of the amendments were correct, and if Lord 
Granville thought any advantage likely to result from if, Lord 
Cairns would be ready, ‘ as you know I have throughout been, 
to confer upon a mode by which without sacrifice of principle 
or dignity upon either side the remaining points of difference 
might he arranged.’ The proceedings of this critical day 

1 The version in society was that his cabinet ; and it is said that Lord 
‘ Gladstone wanted to throw up the Granville told him that if he gave up 
bill after the debate of last Tuesday, the bill he must find somebody else to 
when the words of the preamble were lead the Lords.— (July 22, low), 
re-inserted, but he was outvoted in Memoirs of an Ex-Minister, n. p. 40a 
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II. 

Neither the Land Act nor the Church Act at once put out 
the hot ashes of Fenianisin. A Coercion Act was passed in 
tho spring. of 1870. In the autumn Mr. Gladstone tried to 
persuade the cabinet to approve the release of tho Fenian 
prisoners, hut it was not until the end of tho year that he 
prevailed. A secret committee was thought necessary in 
1871 to consider outrages in Westmeath, and a repressive 
law was passed in consequence. Mr. Gladstone himself 
always leaned strongly against these exceptional laws, and 
pressed the Irish government hard tho other way. 'What 
we have to do,’ ho said, ‘is to def} r Fenianism, to roly on 
public sentiment, and so provide (as wo have been doing) tho 
practical measures that placo the public sentiment on our 
side, an operation which I think is retarded by any semblance 
of severity to those whoso offence wo admit among ourselves 
to have been an ultimate result of our misgovernment of 
the country. I am afraid that local opinion has exercised, 
habitually and traditionally, too much influence in Ireland, 
and has greatly compromised the character of the empire. 

This question I take to be in most of its aspects an imperial 
question.’ The proposal for a secret committee was tho 
occasion of a duel between him and Disraeli (Feb. 27, 3 871) 

— ‘both,’ said Lord Granville, ‘very able, but very bitter.’ 

The tory leader taunted Mr. Gladstone for having recourse 
to such a proceeding, after posing as tho only man capable 
of dealing with the evils of Ireland, and backed by a majority 
which had legalised confiscation, consecrated sacrilege, and 
condoned high treason. 
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better for its success that he should announce the details. I uas 
afterwards apprehensive that this latter arrangement might be dis- 
advantageous to us } but nothing could be better or fairer than his 
statement. I cannot finish this statement, which I believe is 
accurate, without expressing my admiration at the firmness and 
conciliation which you displayed in directing me in all these 
negotiations. 

‘ The news was brought to me on my sofa,’ Mr. Gladstone 
says, ‘and between five and six I was enabled to tele- 
graph to the Queen. My telegram was followed up by a 
letter at 7 p.m., which announced that the arrangement had 
been accepted by the House of Lords, and that a general 
satisfaction prevailed.’ To the Queen he wrote (July 22): — 

Mr. Gladstone is at a loss to account for the great change in 
the tone and views of the opposition since Sunday and Monday, 
and even Tuesday last, but on this topic it is needless to enter. 
As to the principal matters, the basis of the arrangement on the 
side of the government is much the same as was intended when 
Mr. Gladstone had the honour of an audience at Windsor on 
Saturday ; but various minor concessions have been added. Mr. 
Gladstone does not doubt that, if the majority of the House of 
Lords should accede to the advice of Lord Cairns, the government 
will be able to induce the House of Commons to agree on the 
conditions proposed. Mr. Gladstone would in vain strive to 
express to your Majesty the relief, thankfulness, and satisfaction, 
with which he contemplates not only the probable passing of what 
many believe to be a beneficent and necessary measure, but the 
undoubted and signal blessing of an escape from a formidable 
constitutional conflict. The skill, patience, assiduity, and sagacity 
of Lord Granville in the work of to-day demand from Mr. 
Gladstone the tribute of his warm admiration. 

On reviewing this whole transaction, and doing full justice 
to the attitude both of the Queen and the archbishop, the 
reader will be inclined to agree with old Lord Halifax : — ‘1 
thinlc we owe a good turn to Cairns, without whose decision 
on Thursday I hardly think that the settlement could have 
been effected. Indeed Derby’s conduct proves what difficulty 


ADVANCE OF IDEAS 


933 


strict limitation of all teaching paid for in schools aided or CHAP, 
provided out of public ihoney, whether rate or tax, to purely 
secular instruction. In that case, however, he held strongly - < ® r - 61 - 
that subject to local consent, the master who gave the 
secular teaching should be allowed to give religious teaching 
also at other times, even within the school-house. 1 
" What Mr. Gladstone cared for was the integrity of religious 
-instruction. What he disliked or dreaded was, in his own 
language, the invasion of that integrity f under cover of pro- 
tecting exceptional consciences.’ The advance of his ideas 
is rather interesting. So far back as 1S43, 2 in considering 
the education clauses of the Factoiy bill of that year, he 
explained to Lord Lyttelton that he was not prepared to 
limit church teaching in the schools to the exposition of 
scripture. Ten years later, he wrote to his close friend, 

Bishop Hamilton of Salisbuiy : — 

I am not friendly to the idea of constraining by law either the 
total or the partial suppression of conscientious differences in 
religion, with a view to fusion of different sects whether in church 
or school. I believe that the free development of conviction is 
upon the whole the system most in favour both of truth and of 
charity. Consequently yon may well believe that I contemplate 
with satisfaction the state of feeling that prevails in England, and 
that has led all governments to adopt the system of separate and 
independent subsidies to the various religious denominations. 

As for the government bill of that year (1853), he entirely 
repudiated the construction put upon some of its clauses, 
namely, ‘ that people having the charge of schools would be 
obliged to admit children of all religious creeds, as well as 
that having admitted them, they would be put under control 
as to the instruction to be given.’ Ten years later still, we 
find him saying, * I deeply regret the aversion to “ conscience 
clauses,” which I am convinced it would be most wise for the 

1 Article on Mr. Forster, Nineteenth took up arms against it, and after full 

Century, September 1S8S. consideration in the cabinet (one of 

2 ‘ In 1843 the government of Sir my first acts in cabinet), they with- 
it. Peel, with a majority of 90, intro- drew it rather than stir up the re- 
duced an Education bill, rather large, ligious flame.’ — Mr. Gladstone to ■ 
and meant to provide for the factory Herbert Gladstone , May 7, 1896, 
districts. The nonconformists at large 
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now modified, and it passed with much harmony, broken by an 
Orange member. Gladstone very unwell, and ought to have been 
in bed when lie made his speech. 24. — Gladstone still very weak 
but in a state of calm happiness at the unexpected turn which the 
Irish bill had taken. Does not now know the origin or history 
of the sudden resolution on the part of the leaders of the opposi- 
tion, I am satisfied that Disraeli was alarmed and thoroughly 
frightened at the state of the House of Commons and the country, 
that Cairns was determined to regain what he had practically lost 
or was losing, the leadership of the Lords, and that many of his 
party -were frightened at the madness and folly of Tuesday night 
considered after a day’s reflection. . . . Above all there was a 
well-grounded alarm on the part of Cairns and his immediate 
supporters in the Lords, that their order was in imminent danger. 
Bluster disappeared, and a retreat, as decent as well could be 
expected, was made from a situation known to be untenable. 
They had never expected that Gladstone would drop the bill. 
25. — Much conversation with Gladstone, who is still very weak. 
He wrote to the Archbishop of Dublin to say in effect, that as a 
private churchman he would be glad to assist in any way the 
archbishop could point out in the organizing of the voluntary 
church in Ireland. 

Sir Thomas Acland writes, August 3, 1869 : — 

I stayed at House of Commons perforce till about 1.30 or 2, 
and then walked away with Gladstone through the Park. It is 
beautiful to see his intense enjoyment of the cool fresh air, the 
trees, the sky, the gleaming of light on the water, all that is 
refreshing in contrast to the din of politics. 

A month later the Archbishop of Canterbury found Mr. 
Gladstone at Lord Granville’s at Walmer Castle:— 

Reached "VValmer Castle about 6.30. Found Gladstone lying in 
blankets on the ramparts eating his dinner, looking still very ill. 

. . . He joined us at night full of intelligence. His fierce vigour 
all the better for being a little tempered. . . . Much interesting 
conversation about the state of the church and morality in W ales, 
also about leading ecclesiastics. I gather that he will certainly 

nominate Temple for a bishopric. 1 

1 Life of Archbishop Tati, ii. p. 45. 
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but great differences of opinion have come to the surface, CHAP. 

and much trouble may arise.’ In fact trouble enough v ■ 

arose to shale c his ministry to its foundations. "What ^ T - 61 
would bo curious if ho had not had the Land bill on his 
hands, is that ho did not tight hard for his own view in the 
cabinet. He seems to have been content with stating it, 
without insisting. Whether he could have carried it in 
the midst of a whirlwind of indeterminate but vehement 
opinions, may well bo doubted. 

The Education bill was worked through the cabinet by 
Lord do Grey as president of the council, but its lines were 
laid and its provisions in their varying forms defended in 
parliament, by the vice-president, who did not reach the 
cabinet until July 3S70. Mr. Forster was a man of sterling 
force of character, with resolute and effective power of work, 
a fervid love of country, and a warm and truo humanity. 

No orator, he was yet an excellent speaker of a sound order, 
for his speaking, though plain and even rough in style, 
abounded in substance : he always went as near to the root 
of the matter as his vision allowed, and alwavs with marked 
effect for his own purposes. A quakcr origin is not incom- 
patible with a militant spirit, and Forster was sturdy in 
combat. He had rather a full share of self-esteem, and he 
sometimes exhibited a want of tact that unluckily irritated 
or estranged many whom more suavity might have retained. 

Then, without meaning it, he blundered into that most in- 
jurious of all positions for the parliamentary leader, of 
appearing to care more for his enemies than for his friends, 

• As Mr. Gladstone said of him, ‘destiny threw him on the 
main occasions of his parliamentary career into open or 
qualified conflict with friends as well as foes, perhaps rather 
more with friends than foes.’ A more serious defect of mind 
was that he was apt to approach great questions — Educa- 
tion, Ireland, Turkey — without truly realising how great 
they were, and this is the worst of all the .shortcomings of 
statesmanship. There was one case of notable exception. 

In all the stages and aspects of the American civil war, 

Forster played an admirable part. 

The problem of education might have seemed the very 
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Mill but men saturated with English ideas of contract, of 
, competitive rent, of strict rule of supply and demand. Mr. 
Bright, it is true, had a profound conviction that the root of 
Irish misery and disorder lay in the l and que stion. HereTie 
saw far and deep. But then Mr. Bright had made up his 
mind that the proper solution of the land question was the 
gradual transformation of the tenants into owners, and this 
strong preconception somewhat narrowed his vision. Even 
while Mr. Gladstone was in the middle of his battle on the 
church, Bright wrote to him (May 21, ’69): — 

When the Irish church question is out of the way, we shall find 
all Ireland, north and south alike, united in demanding something 
on the land question much broader than auy thing hitherto offered 
or proposed in compensation bills. If the question is to go on 
without any real remedy for the grievance, the condition of Ireland 
in this particular will become worse, and measures far beyond 
anything I now contemplate will be necessary. I am most anxious 
to meet the evil before it is too great for control, and my plan will 
meet it without wrong to any man. 

‘ I have studied the Irish land question,' said Bright, ‘from 
a point of view almost inaccessible to the rest of your 
colleagues, and from which possibly even you have not had 
the opportunity of regarding it. ... I hope you are being 
refreshed, as I am, after the long nights in the House — 
long nights which happily were not fruitless. I only hope 
our masters in the other House will not undo what we have 
done.’ Mr. Gladstone replied the next day, opening with a 
sentence that, if addressed to any one less revered than 
Bright, might have seemed to veil a sarcasm : — ‘ I have this 
advantage for learning the Irish land question, that I do not 
set out with the belief that I know it already : and certainly 
no effort that I can make to acquire the mastery of it will be 
wanting.’ He then proceeds to express his doubts as to the 
government embarking on a very large operation of land- 
jobbingJ buying up estates from landlords and reselling 
them to tenants; and whether the property bought- and 
sold again by the state would not by force of economic 
laws gradually return again to fewer hands. 1 ? He then comes 
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but. great. differences of opinion have conic to t.ho surface, 
and much trouble may arise.’ In fact, trouble enough 
arose to shake his ministry to its foundations. AVhnt. 
would be curious if ho had not had the Land bill on his 
hands, is that, ho did not fight hard for his own view in the 
cabinet- 3Io seems to have been content with stating it, 
without insisting. Whether lie could liavo carried it in 
the midst of a whirlwind of indeterminate but vehement 
opinions, may well be doubted. 
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Lord do Grey as president of the council, but its lines were 
laid and its provisions in their varying forms defended in 
parliament, by the vice-president., who did not roach the 
cabinet until duly 1870. Mr. Forster was a man of sterling 
force of character, with resolute and effective power of work, 
a fervid love of country, and a warm and true humanity. 
Xo orator, he was yet an excellent speaker of a sound order, 
for his speaking, though plain and even rough in style, 
abounded in substance ; he always went as near to the root 
of the matter as his vision allowed, and always with marked 
effect for his own purposes. A quaker origin is not incom- 
patible with a militant spirit, and Forster was sturdy in 
combat. He bad rather a full share of self-esteem, and he 
sometimes exhibited a want of tact that unluckily irritated 
or estranged many whom more suavity might have retained. 
Then, without meaning it, he blundered into that most, in- 
jurious of all positions for the parliamentary leader, of 
appearing to care more for his enemies than for his friends. 

• As Mr. Gladstone said of him, ‘destiny threw him on the 
main occasions of his parliamentary career into open nr 
qualified conflict with friends as well ns foes, perhaps rather 
more with friends than foes/ A more serious defect of mind 
was that lie was apt to approach great questions— -Educa- 
tion, Ireland, Turkey without truly realising how great 
they were, and this is the worst of all the .shortcomings of 
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In all the stages and aspects of the American civil war' 
Forster played an admirable part. 

The problem of education might havo seemed the very 
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speaking his native tongue, and even genius in an acquired 
language is less telling. What is astonishing is the magic 
of the rapid and sympathetic penetration with which Mr. 
Gladstone went to the heart of the problem, as it was pre- 
sented to him by his Irish advisers. (This was his way. 
When acts of policy were not of great or immediate concern, 
he took them as they came; but when they pressed for 
treatment and determination, then he swooped down upon 
them with the strength and vision of an eagle) 

ii 

His career in the most deeply operative portion of it was 
so intimately concerned with Ireland, that my readers will 
perhaps benignantly permit a page or two of historic digres- 
sion. I know the subject seems uninviting. My apology must 
be that it occupied no insignificant portion of Mr. Gladstone’s 
public life, and that his treatment of it made one of his 
deepest marks on the legislation of the century. After all, 
there is no English-speaking community in any part of the 
wide globe, where our tragic mismanagement of the land of 
Ireland, and of those dwelling on it and sustained by it, has 
not left its unlucky stamp. 

If Englishmen and Scots had not found the theme so 
uninviting, if they had given a fraction of the attention to 
the tenure and history of Irish land, that was bestowed, say, 
upon the Seisachtheia of Solon at Athens, or the Sempronian 
law in ancient Rome, this chapter in our annals would not 
have been written. As it was, parliament had made laws 
for landlord and tenant in Ireland without well under- 
standing what is either an Irish landlord or an Irish tenant. 
England has been able to rule India, Mill said, because 
the business of ruling devolved upon men who passed 
their lives in India, and made Indian interests their regular 
occupation. India has on the whole been governed with 
a. pretty full perception of its differences from England. 
Ireland on the contrary, suffering a worse misfortune than 
absentee landlords, was governed by an absentee parlia- 
ment. In England, property means the rights of the rent- 
receiver who has equipped the land and prepai’ed it for 
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The churchman hoped, but did not expect, the first. The CHAP, 
nonconformist (broadly speaking), the academic liberal, and v 
the hard-grit radical, were keen for the second, and they ^ T - 61 - 
were all three well represented in the liouso of Commons. 

What the government proposed was that local boards 
should be called into existence to provide schools where pro- 
vision was inadequate and inefficient, these schools to be 
supported by the pence of the children, the earned grant 
from parliament, and a new rate to bo levied upon the locality. 

The rate was the critical clement. If the boards chose, they 
could make bye-laws compelling parents to send their children 
to school ; and they could (with a conscience clause) settle 
what form of religious instruction tho} r pleased. The volun- 
tary men were to have a year of grace in which to mako good 
any deficiency in supply of schools, and so keep out the boards. 

The second reading was secured without a division, but only 
on assurances from Mr. Gladstone that amendments would 
be made in committee. On June 16, the prime minister, 
as he says, * explained the plans of the government to an 
eager and agitated house.’ 

’ Two days before, the cabinet had embarked upon a course 
that made the agitation still more eager. Mr. Gladstone 
wrote the pregnant entry: ‘ June 14. Cabinet; decided on 
making more general use of machinery supplied by voluntary 
schools, avoidance of religious controversy in local boards.’ 

This meant that the new system was in no way to supersede 
the old non-system, but to supplement it. The decision 
was fatal to a national settlement. As Mr. Forster put it, 
their object was ' to complete the voluntary system and to 
fill up gaps.’ Lord Ripon used the same language in the 
Lords. Instead of the school boards being universal, they 
should only come into existence where the ecclesiastical 
party was not strong enough in wealth, influence, and liber- 
ality, to keep them out. Instead of compulsory attendance 
being universal, that principle could only be applied where a 
school board was found, and where the school board liked to 
apply it. The old parliamentary grant to the denominational 
schools was to be doubled. This last provision was Mr. 
Gladstone’s own. Forster had told him that it was imp os- 
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was governed by the British cabinet, through the Irish landed 
' gentry, according to their views, and in their interests. After 
the union if was just the same. She was treated as a 
turbulent and infected province within the larger island; 
never as a community with an infernal economy peculiarly 
her own, with special sentiments, history, recollections, points 
of view, and necessities all her own. Between the union 
and the year 1870, Acts dealing with Irish land had been 
passed at Westminster. Every one of these Acts was in the 
interest of the landlord and against the tenant. A score of 
Insurrection Acts, no Tenant-right Act. Meanwhile Ireland 
had gone down into the dark gulfs of the Famine (1 840-7). 

Anybody can now see that the true view of the Irish 
cultivator was to regard him as a kind of copyholder or 
customary freeholder, or whatever other name best fits a 
man who has possessory interests in a piece of land, held at 
the landlord's will, but that will controlled by custom. In 
Ulster, and in an embrvo degree elsewhere, this was what in a 
varying and irregular way actually had come about. Agrarian 
customs developed that undoubtedly belong to a backward 
social system, but they sprang from the necessities of the 
case. The essence of such customs in Ulster was first, a fair 
rent to be fixed not by competition, but by valuation, and 
exclusive of tenant’s improvements ; second, the right of the 
tenant to transfer to somebody else his goodwill, or whatever 
else wo may call his right of occupancy in the holding. 

Instead of adapting law to custom, habit, practice, and 
equity, parliament proceeded to break all this down. "With 
well-meaning but blind violence it imported into Ireland 
after the famine the English idea of landed property and 
contract. Or rather, it imported these ideas into Ireland 
with a definiteness and formality that would have been 
impracticable even in England. Just as good people thought 
they could easily make Ireland protestant if only she could be 
got within earshot of evangelical truth, so statesmen expected 
that a few clauses on a parchment would suffice to root out at 
a stroke the inveterate habits and ideas of long generations. 
We talk of revolutionary doctrinaires in France and other 
countries. History hardly shows such revolutionary doctrin- 
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abolition of the church rate.’ 1 Writing to a brother non- CHAF. 

conformist, ho expresses his almost unbounded admiration ' r ' * 

for Mr. Gladstone, ‘hut it is a hitter disappointment that A ' jT ' cl * 
his government should bo erecting new difficulties in tho 
way of religious equality.’ Under the flashing eye of tho 
prime minister himself the nonconformist revolt reared its 
crest. Minll. the veteran hearer of the flag of disestablish- 
ment, told Mr. Gladstone (July 22) that he was leading 
one section of tho liberal party through tho valley of 
humiliation. * Once bit, twice shy. We can’t stand this 
sort of thing much longer,’ he said. In a flame of natural 
wrath Mr. Gladstone replied that he had laboured not to 
gain Mr. M mil’s support, but to promote the welfare of 
the count ry. ‘ I hope my hon. friend will not continue 
his support to the government one moment longer than he 
deems it consistent, with his sense of right and d n ty r . For 
God’s sake. sir. let, him withdraw it the moment he thinks 
it better for the cause lie has at heart that he should do so.’ 

The government, he said, had striven to smooth difficulties, 
to allay passions, to avoid everything* that would cxcito or 
stimulate, to endeavour to bring men to work together, to 
rise above mere sectional views, to eschew all extremes, and 
not to make their own narrow choico the model of the 
measure thc3 r were presenting to parliament, but to admit 
freely and liberally into its composition those great influences 
which were found swaving tho community. Forster wrote 
to a friend, ‘ it does not rest with mo now whether or no 
the state should decree against religion — decree that it is 
a thing of no account. Well, with my assent tho state shall 
not do this, and I believe I can prevent it.’ - Insist, for- 
sooth, that religion was not a thing of no account against 
men like Dale, one of the most ardent and instructed be- 
lievers that ever fought the fight and kept the faith; against 
Bright, than whom no devouter spirit breathed, and who 
thought the Education Act * the worst Act passed by any 
liberal parliament since 1S32.’ 

The opposition did not show deep gratitude, having 
secured as many favours as they could hope, and more 

1 Life of Dale, p. 295. 5 Life of Forster, i. p. 497. 
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to the Duke of Argyll (Dec. 5), ‘I have worked daily, 1 
^ think, upon the question, and so I shall continue to do. 
The literature of it is large, larger than I can master ; but I 
feel the benefit of continued reading upon it. We have 
before us a crisis, and a great crisis, for us all, to put it on 
no higher ground, and a great honour or a great disgrace. 
As I do not mean to fail through want of perseverance, so 
neither will I wilfully err through precipitancy, or through 
want of care and desire at least to meet all apprehensions 
which are warranted by even the show of reason.’ 

It was not reading alone that brought him round to the 
full measure of securing the cultivator in his holding. The 
crucial suggestion, the expediency, namely, of making the 
landlord pay compensation to the tenant for disturbing him, 
came from Ireland. To Mr. Chichester Fortescue, the Irish 
secretary, Mr. Gladstone writes (Sept. 15) 

I heartily wish it were possible that you, Sullivan, and I could 
have some of those preliminary conversations on land, which were 
certainly of great use in the first stages of the Irish Church bill. 
As this is difficult, let us try to compare notes as well as we can 
in writing. I anticipate that many members of the cabinet will 
find it hard to extend their views to what the exigencies of the 
time, soberly considered, now require; but patience, prudence, 
and good feeling will, I hope, surmount all obstacles. 

Like you, I am unwilling to force a peasant proprietary into 
existence. . . . The first point in this legislation, viz., that the 
presumption of law should give improvements to the tenant, is 
now, I suppose, very widely admitted, but no longer suffices to 
settle the question. . . . Now as to your ‘ compensation for dis- 
turbance. 5 This is indeed a question full of difficulty. It is very 
desirable to prevent the using of augmentation of rent as a method 
of eviction. I shall be most curious to see the means and pro- 
visions you may devise, without at present being too sanguine. 

Meanwhile he notes to Lord Granville (Sept. 22) h°' v 
critical and arduous the question is, within as well as with- 
out the cabinet, and wonders whether they ought not to be 
thinking of a judicious cabinet committee : 

The question fills the public mind in an extraordinary degree, 
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abolition, of the church rate.’ 1 Writing to a brother non- CHAP, 
conformist, lie expresses his almost unbounded admiration v . 
for Mr. Gladstone, ' but it is a bitter disappointment that -‘ Et * ci * 
his government should bo erecting new difficulties in tho 
way of religious equality.’ Under the flashing eye of the 
prime minister himself tho nonconformist revolt reared its 
crest. Mialk the veteran hearer of the flag of disestablish- 
ment, told Mr. Gladstone (July 22) that ho was leading 
one section of tho liberal party through the valley of 
humiliat ion. ' Once bit, twico shy. We can't stand this 
sort of thing much longer,’ he said. In a flame of natural 
wrath Mr. Gladstone replied that he had laboured not to 
gain Mr. Miall’s support, but to promote the welfare of 
the country. * I hope my hon. friend will not continue 
his support to (lie government one moment longer than he 
deems it consistent with his sense of right and duty. For 
God’s sake. sir. let him withdraw it the moment he thinks 
it better for the cause lie has at heart that he should do so.’ 

Tho government, he said, had striven to smooth difficulties, 
to allay passions, to avoid everything that would cxcito or 
stimulate, to endeavour to bring men to work together, to 
rise above mere sectional views, to eschew all extremes, and 
not to make their own narrow choieo the model of the 
measure they were presenting to parliament, but to admit 
freehand liberally into its composition those great influences 
•which were found swaving the community. Forster wrote 
to a friend, 'it does not rest with me now whether or no 
the state should decree against religion — decree that it is 
a thing of no account. Well, with my assent the state shall 
not do this, and I believe I can prevent it.’ 2 Insist, for- 
sooth, that religion was not a thing of no account against 
men like Dale, one of the most ardent and instructed bo- 
lievers that ever fought tho fight and kept tho faith ; against 
Bright, than whom no devouter spirit breathed, and who 
thought the Education Act ‘the worst Act passed by any 
liberal parliament since 1832/ 

The opposition did not show deep gratitude, having 
secured as many favours as they could hope, and more 
1 Life of Dale , p. 295. ‘ Life of Forster , i. p. 497. 
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K. Mr. Gladstone trying to lead his argumentative colleague 
over one or two of the barest rudiments of the history of Irish 
land, and occasionally showing in the process somewhat of 
the quality of the superior pupil teacher acquiring to-day 
material for the lesson of to-morrow. Mr. Gladstone goes to 
the root of the matter when he says to the Duke: — 'What I 
would most earnestly entreat of you is not to rely too much 
on Highland experience, hut to acquaint yourself by careful 
reading with the rather extensive facts and history of the 
Irish land question. My own studies in it are very imper- 
fect, though pursued to the best of my ability ; but they have 
revealed to me many matters of fact which have seriously 
modified my views, most of them connected with and 
branching out of the very wide extension of the idea and 
even the practice of tenant right, mostly perhaps unrecog- 
nised beyond the limits of the Ulster custom.’ 

Then Lord Granville writes to him that Clarendon lias 
sent him two letters running, talking of the certainty of the 
government being broken up. 'The sky is very far from 
clear,’ Mr. Gladstone says to Mr. Fortescue (Dec. 3), 'but we 
must bate no jot of heart or hope.’ The next day it is Mr. 
Bright to whom he turns in friendly earnest admonition. 
His words will perhaps be useful to many generations of 
cabinet ministers : — 

It is not the courageous part of your paper to which I now 
object, though I doubt the policy of the reference to feebleness 
and timidity, as men in a cabinet do not like what may seem to 
imply that they are cowards. It is your argument (a very over- 
strained one in m3' opinion) against Fortescue’s propositions, and 
3 T our proposal (so it reads) to put them back in order of discussion 
to the second place now, when the mind of the cabinet has been 
upon them for six weeks. . . . Had the cabinet adopted at this 
moment a good and sufficient scheme for dealing with the Irish tenants 
as tenants , I should care little how much you depreciated such a 
scheme in comparison with one for converting them into owners. 
But the state of things is most critical. Tin's is not a time at 
which those who in substance agree, can afford to throw away 
strength by the relative depreciation of those parts of a plan of 
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dents of geography. So now quarrels about education and CHAP 
catechism and conscienco masked the standing jealousy > II L 
between church and chapel — tlio unwbolesomo fruit of the ^ T * 61 
historic mishaps of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries 
that separated the nation into two camps, and invested one 
of them with all the pomp and privilege of social ascendency. 

The parent and the child, in whose name the struggle raged, 
stood indifferent. From the point of party strategy, the 
policy of this great statuto was fatal. The church of Eng- 
land was quickened into active antagonism by Irish dis- 
establishment, by the extinction of sectarian tests at Oxford 
and Cambridge, and by the treatment of endowed schools. 

This mitrht have been balanced bv the zeal of nonconformists. 

Instead of zeal, the Education Act produced refrigeration and 
estrangement. 

"We may bo sure that on such a subject Mr. Gladstone 
looked further than strategies of party, ‘ I own to you,’ said 
he to a correspondent before the battle was quite over, ‘that 
the history of these last few mohths leaves upon my mind 
some melancholy impressions, which I hope at some fancied 
period of future leisure and retirement to stud)’- and inter- 
pret.’ He soon saw how deep tho questions went, and on 
what difficult ground the stato and the nation would be 
inevitably drawn. His notions of a distinctive formula were 
curious. Forster seems to have put some question to him 
on the point whether the three creeds were formularies 
within the Act. It appears to me, Mr. Gladstone answered 
(October IT, 1ST0) 

It is quite open to you at once to dispose of the ETcene and 
Atlianasian Creeds and to decline inquiring whether they are dis- 
tinctive, upon the ground that they are not documents employed 
in the instruction of young children. . . . Obviously no one has 
a right to call on you to define the distinctive character of a 
formulary such as the Thirty-nine Articles, or of any but such as 
are employed in schools. With respect to the Apostles’ Creed, it 
appears to me not to be a distinctive formulary in the sense of the 
Act. Besides the fact that it is acknowledged by the great bulk 
of all Christendom, it is denied or rejected by no portion of the 
Christian community; and, further, it is not controversial in its 
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I Mr. Gladstone trying to lead liis argumentative colleague 
over one or two of flic barest rudiments of the history of Irish 
land, and occasionally showing in the process somewhat of 
the quality of the superior pupil teacher acquiring to-day 
material for the lesson of to-morrow. Mr. Gladstone goes to 
the root of the matter when he says to the Duke: — ‘What I 
would most earnestly entreat of you is not to rely too much 
on Highland experience, hut to acquaint yourself by careful 
reading with the rather extensive facts and history of the 
Irish land question. My own studies in it are very imper- 
fect, though pursued to the best of my ability: but thoy have 
revealed to me many matters of fact which have seriously 
modified mv views, most of them connected with and 
branching out of the very wide extension of the idea and 
even the practice of tenant right., mostly perhaps -unrecog- 
nised beyond the limits of tho Ulster custom.’ 

Then Lord Granville writes to him that Clarendon lias 
sent him two letters running, talking of the certainty of the 
government being broken up. ‘ The sky is very far from 
clear,’ Mr. Gladstone says to Mr. Forleseue (Dec. 3), ‘but we 
must bate no jot of heart or hope.’ The next day it is Mr. 
Bright to whom be turns in friendly earnest admonition. 
His words will perhaps bo useful to many generations of 
cabinet ministers: — 

It is not the courageous part of your paper to which I now 
object, though I doubt the policy of tlie reference to feebleness 
and timidity, as men in a cabinet do not like what may seem to 
imply that they arc cowards. It is your argument (a very over- 
strained one in my opinion) against Fortescue’s propositions, and 
your proposal (so it reads) to put them back in order of discussion 
to tbe second place now , when the mind of the cabinet has been 
upon them for six weeks. . . . Had the cabinet adopted at this 
moment a good and sufficient scheme for dealing with the Irish tenants 
as tenants, I should care little how much you depreciated such a 
scheme in comparison with one for converting them into owners. 
But the state of things is most critical. This is not a time at 
which those who in substance agree, can afford to throw away 
strength by tbe relative depreciation of those parts of a plan of 
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tional schools t.lio foes of parents who, though not paupers, 
wero unablo to pay them. This provision suddenly swelled 
into dimensions of enormity hitherto unsuspected. A caustic 
onlooker observed that it was tho smallest ditch in which 
two great political armies ever engaged in civil war. Yet 
tho possibility under cover of this section, of a sectarian board 
subsidising church schools was plain, and some cases, though 
not many, actually occurred in which appreciable sums wero 
so handed over. The twenty-fifth section was a real error, 
and it made no had flag for an assault upon a scheme of 
error. 

Great things wero hoped from Mr. Bright’s return to tho 
government in the autumn of 1878. Tho correspondence 
between Mr. Gladstone and him sheds some interesting 
light upon the state into which tho Education Act, and Mr. 
Forster’s intractable bearing in defence of it, had brought 
important sections of tho party : — 

Mr. Bright to Mr. Gladstone. 

Aug. 12, 1S73. — So far as I can hear, there is no intention to 
get up an opposition at Birmingham, which is a comfort, as I am 
not in force to fight a contested election. I am anxious not to go 
to the election, fearing that I shall not have nerve to speak to the 
5000 men who will or may crowd the town hall. Before I go, 
if I go, I shall want to consult you on the difficult matter — how 
to deal frankly and wisely with the education question. I cannot 
break with my'noncon.’ friends, the political friends of all my 
life ; aud unless my joining you can do something to lessen the 
mischief now existing and still growing, I had better remain as I 
have been since my illness, a spectator rather than an actor on 
the political field. ... I hope you are better, and that your 
troubles, for a time, are diminished. I wish much you could 
have announced a change in tho education department; it would 
have improved the tone of feeling in many constituencies. 

Mr. Gladstone himself bad touched ‘ thp watchful jealous}' - ’ 
of Bright’s nonconformist friends by a speech made at the 
time at Hawarden. This speech he explained in writing to 
Bright from Balmoral (Aug. 21) : — 

The upshot, I think, is this. My speech could not properly have 
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Lowe, at the other extremity, describes himself as more 
and more ‘ oppressed by a feeling of heavy responsibility and 
an apprehension of serious danger/ and feeling that he and 
the minority (Clarendon, Argyll, and Cardwell — of whom he 
was much the best hand at an argument) — were being 
driven to choose between their gravest convictions, and their 
allegiance to party and cabinet. They agreed to the presump- 
tion of law as to the making of improvements ; to compen- 
sation for improvements, retrospective and prospective; to 
the right of new tenants at will to compensation on eviction. 
The straw that broke the camel’s back was compensation for 
eviction, where no custdm could be proved in the case of an 
existing tenancy. Mr. Gladstone wrote a long argumentative 
letter to Lord Granville to be shown to Lowe, and it was 
effectual. Lowe thought the tone of it very fair and the 
arguments of the right sort, but nevertheless he added, in 
the words I have already quoted, ‘I fear he is steering 
straight upon the rocks/ 

What might surprise ,us, if anything in Irish doings could 
surprise us, is that though' this was a measure for Irish 
tenants, it was deemed heinously wrong to ascertain directly 
from their representatives what the Irish tenants thought. 
Lord Bessborougli was much rebuked in London for 
encourasrinsr Mr. Gladstone to communicate with Sir John 

O O 

Gray, the owner of the great newspaper of the Irish tenant 
class. Yet Lord O’Hagan, the chancellor, who had the 
rather relevant advantage of being of the same stock and 
faith as three-fourths of the nation concerned, told them 
that f the success or failure of the Land bill depends on the 
Freeman’s Journal ; if it says. We accept this as a fixity of 
tenure, every priest will say the same, and vice versd.’ It 
was, however, almost a point of honour in those days for 
British cabinets to make Irish laws out of their own heads. 

Nearly to the last the critical contest in the cabinet went 
on. Fortescue fought as well as he could even against the 
prime minister himself, as the following from Mr. Gladstone 
to him shows (Jan. 12): — 

There can surely be no advantage in further argument between . 
you and me at this stage — especially after so many hours and 
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clause still yawned. The prime minister fell back into CHAP, 
the position of August. The whole situation of the minis- * — 
try had become critical in every direction. ‘ Education must ^ T * 64 ° 
be regarded as still to a limited extent an open question in 
the government.’ 

When the general election came, the party was still dis- 
united. Out of 425 liberal candidates in England, Scotland, 
and Wales, 300 were pledged to the repeal of the 25th 
clause. Mr. Gladstone’s last word was in a letter to Bright 
(Jan. 27, 1874):— 

The fact is, it seems to me, that the noncons. have not yet as a 
body made up their minds whether they want unsectarian religion, 
or whether they want simple secular teaching, so far as the appli- 
cation of the rate is concerned. I have never been strong against 
the latter of these two which seems to me impartial, and not, if 
fairly worked, of necessity in any degree unfriendly to religion. 

The former is in my opinion glaringly partial, and I shall never 
be a party to it. But there is a good deal of leaning to it in the 
liberal party. Any attempt to obtain definite pledges now will 
give power to the enemies of both plans of proceeding. We have 
no rational course as a party but one, which is to adjourn for a 
while the solution of the grave parts of the education problem ; 
and this I know to be in substance your opinion. 

V 

The same vigorous currents of national vitality that led to 
new endeavours for the education of the poor, had drawn 
men to consider the horrid chaos, the waste, and the abuses 
in the provision of education for the directing classes beyond 
the poor. Grave problems of more kinds than one came 
into view. The question, What is education ? was nearly as 
hard to answer as the question of which we have seen so 
much, What is a church ? The rival claims of old classical 
training and the acquisition of modern knowledge were 
matters of vivacious contest. . What is the true place of 
classical learning in the human culture of our own age ? 

Misused charitable trusts, and endowments perverted by the 
fluctuations of time, by lethargy, by selfishness, from the 
objects of pious founders, touched wakeful jealousies in 
the privileged sect, and called into action that adoration of 
YOL. I. 3 o 
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of Wales 3£-4£ explaining to him the Land bill, and on other 
matters. He has certainly much natural intelligence. 15,— 
H. of 0. Introduced the Irish Land bill in a speech of 3£ hours. 
Well received by the House at large. Query, the Irish popular 
party % 

Lord Duffer in, an Irish, landlord, watching, as he admits, 
with considerable jealousy exceptional legislation in respect to 
Ireland, heard the speech from the peers 5 gallery, and wrote to 
Mr. Gladstone the next day : — ‘ I feel there is no one else in 
the country who could have recommended the provisions of 
such a bill to the House of Commons, with a slighter shock 
to the prejudices of the class whose interests are chiefly con- 
cerned/ He adds : ‘ I happened to find myself next to Lord 
Cairns. When you had done, he told me he did not think 
his people would oppose any of the leading principles of 
your bill/ 

The policy of the bill as tersely explained by Mr. Glad- 
stone in a letter to Manning, compressing as he said eight 
or ten columns of the Times, was ‘ to prevent the landlord 
from using the terrible weapon of undue and unjust eviction, 
by so framing the handle that it shall cut his hands with 
the sharp edge of pecuniary damages. The man evicted 
without any fault, and suffering the usual loss by it, will 
receive whatever the custom of the country gives, and 
where there is no custom, according to a scale, besides 
whatever he can claim for permanent buildings or reclama- 
tion of land. Wanton eviction will, as I hope, be extin- 
guished by provisions like these. And if they extinguish 
wanton eviction, they will also extinguish those demands for 
unjust augmentations of rent, which are only formidable to 
the occupier, because the power of wanton or arbitrary 
eviction is behind them/ What seems so simple, and what 
was so necessary, marked in truth avast revolutionary stride. 
It transferred to the tenant a portion of the absolute owner- 
ship, and gave him something like an estate in his holding. 
The statute contained a -whole code of minor provisions, 
including the extension of Mr. Bright’s clauses for peasant 
proprietorship in the Church Act, but this transfer was what 
gave the Act its place in solid legal form. 
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VI 

In one region Mr. Gladstone long lagged behind. He had 
done a fine stroke of national policy in releasing Oxford 
from some of her antique bonds in 1854 ; 1 but the principle 
yof a free university was not yet admitted to his mind. In 
1863 he wrote to the vice-chancellor how entirely the 
government concurred in the principle of restricting the 
governing body of the university and the colleges to the 
church. The following year he was willing to throw open 
the degree ; but the right to sit in convocation he guarded 
by exacting a declaration of membership of the church of 
England. 2 In 1865 Mr. Goschen — then beginning to make a 
mark as one of the ablest of the new generation in parlia- 
ment, combining the large views of liberal Oxford with the 
practical energy of the city of London, added to a strong 
fibre given him by nature — brought in a bill throwing open 
all lay degrees. Mr. Gladstone,, still stood out, conducting 
a brisk correspondence with dissenters. ‘The whole con- 
troversy,’ he wrote to one of them, f is carried on aggressively, 
as if to disturb and not to settle. Abstract principles urged 
without stint or mercy provoke the counter-assertion of 
abstract principles in return. There is not power to carry 
Mr. Goschen’s speech either in the cabinet, the parliament, 
or the country. Yet the change in the balance of parties 
effected by the elections will cast upon the liberal majority 
a serious responsibility. I would rather see Oxford level 
with the ground, than its religion regulated in the manner 
which would please Bishop Colenso.’ 

Year by year the struggle was renewed. Even after the 
Gladstone government was formed, Coleridge, the solicitor- 
general, was only allowed in a private capacity to introduce 
a bill removing the tests. When he had been tivo years at 
the head of administration, Mr. Gladstone warned Cole- 
ridge: ‘For me individually it would be beyond anything 

1 See vol i., book iv., chap. iv. universities dissenters were shutout 
By the act of 1S54 a student could from college fellowships, unless will- 
proceed to the bachelor’s degree with- ing to make a declaration of eon- 
Out the test of subscribing to the formity. 

Thirty - nine Articles. Cambridge 2 Speech on Mr. Dodson’s b ill , 
was a shade more liberal. At both March 16, 1864. 
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: and confidential. Annoyed at Palmer’s conduct. Gladstone feels 
keen] y tlie want of support in debate. Bright ill. Lowe no moral 
weight. I feel when I have spoken, that I have not a shot in my 
locker.’ 

As a very accomplished journalist of the day wrote, 
there was something almost painful in the strange pheno- 
menon of a prime minister fighting as it were all but single- 
handed the details of his own great measure through the 
ambuscades and charges of a numerous and restless enemy 
— and of an enemy determined apparently to fritter away 
the principle of the measure under the pretence of modifying 
its details. ‘No prime minister has ever attempted any task 
like it — a task involving the most elaborate departmental 
readiness, in addition to the general duties and fatigues of a 
prime minister, and that too in a session when questions are 
showered like hail upon the treasury bench.’ 1 

Then the government put on pressure, and the majority 
sprang up to 80. The debate in the Commons lasted over 
three and a half months, or about a fortnight longer than 
had been taken by the Church bill. The third reading was 
carried without a division. In the Lords the bill was read ;i 
a second time without a division. Few persons ‘clearly 
foresaw that it was the first step of a vast transfer of pro- 
perty, and that in a few years it would become customary >' 
for ministers of the crown to base all their legislation on the - • 
doctrine that Irish land is not an undivided ownership, but -L. 
a simple partnership.’ 2 V. 

In March Mr. Gladstone had received from Manning a p , 
memorandum of ill omen from the Irish bishops, setting out ,w : 
the amendments by them thought necessary. This paper 
included the principles of perpetuity of tenure for the tiller 
of the soil and the adjustment of rent by a court. Ihe 
reader may judge for himself how impossible it would have 
been, even for Mr. Gladstone, in all the plenitude of his 
power, to persuade either cabinet or parliament to adopt such 
invasions of prevailing doctrine. For this, ten years more of 
agitation were required, and then he was able to complete 
the memorable chapter in Irish history that he had boy 
opened. 

i Spectator. 2 Leckj, Democracy and Liberty , i. p- 
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larger number of competitors for each vacancy? five or CHAP, 
seven or ten ? 1 . v — 

Resistance came from Lord Clarendon and, strange to 61 • 
say, from Mr. Bright. An ingenious suggestion of Mr. 
Gladstone's solved the difficulty. All branches of the civil 
service were to be thrown open where the minister at the 
head of the department approved. Lowe was ready to 
answer for all the departments over which he had any 
control, — the treasury, the board of works, audit office, 
national debt office, paymaster - general’s office, inland 
revenue, customs and post-office. Mr. Cardwell, Mr. Childers, 

Mr. Goschen, and Lord de Grey were willing to do the same, 
and finally only Clarendon and the foreign office were left 
obdurate. It was true to say of this change that it placed 
the whole educated intellect of the country at the service 
and disposal of the state, that it stimulated the acquisition 
of knowledge, and that it rescued some of the most import- 
ant duties in the life of the nation from the narrow class 
to whom they had hitherto been confided. 



CHAPTER III 

EDUCATION — THE CAREER AND THE TALENTS 

{ 1870 ) 

He that taketh away weights from the motions, cloth the same as 
he that addeth wings. — P vm. 

1 Amid dire controversies that in all countries surround all 
questions of the school, some believe the first government of 
Mr. Gladstone in its dealing with education to have achieved 
its greatest constructive work. Others' think that, on the 
contrary, it threw away a noble chance. In the new scheme 
of national education established in 1870, the head of the 
government rather acquiesced than led. In his own words, 
his responsibility was that of concurrence rather than of 
authorship. His close absorption in the unfamiliar riddles 
of Irish land, besides the mass of business incident to the 
office of prime minister, might well account for his small 
share in the frame of the education bill. More than this, 
however, his private interest in public education did not 
amount to zeal, and it was at bottom the interest of a church- 
man. Mr. Gladstone afterwards wrote to Lord Granville 
(June 14, ’74), f I have never made greater personal concessions 
of opinion than I did on the Education bill to the united re- 
presentations of Ripon and Forster.’ His share in the 
adjustments of the Act was, as he said afterwards, a very 
simple one, and he found no occasion either to differ from 
departmental colleagues, or to press upon them any pro- 
posals of his own. If they had been dealing with an un- 
touched case, he would have preferred the Scotch plan, 
which allowed the local school board to prescribe whatever 
religious education pleased it best. 2s T or did he object to a 
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C church to adopt. As far hack as 1838 I laboured hard to 
— - get the National Society to act upon this principle permis- 
sively ; and if I remember right, it was with the approval of 
the then Bishop of London.’ In 1865 he harps on the same 
string in a letter to Lord Granville 

. . . Suppose the schoolmaster is reading with his hoys the 
third chapter of St. John, and he explains the passage relating to 
baptism in the sense of the prayer book and articles — the dis- 
senters would say this is instruction in the doctrine of the church 
of England. Now it is utterly impossible for you to tell the 
church schoolmaster or the clergyman that he must not in the 
school explain any passage of scripture in a sense to which any of 
the parents of the children, or at least any sect objects; for then 
you would in principle entirely alter the character of the religious teach- 
ing for the rest of the scholars, and in fact upset the whole system. The 
dissenter, on the other hand, ought (in my opinion) to be entitled 
to withdraw his child from the risk (if he considers it such) of 
receiving instruction of the kind I describe. 

Mr. Gladstone bad therefore held a consistent course, and 
in cherishing along with full freedom of conscience the 
integrity of religious instruction, he had followed a definite 
and intelligible line. Unluckily for him and his govern- 
ment this was not the line now adopted. 

H 

When the cabinet met in the autumn of 1869, Mr. Glad- 
stone wrote to Lord de Grey (afterwards Ripon) (Nov. 4) : — 

1 have read Mr. Forster's able paper, and I follow it very 
generally. On one point I cannot very well follow it. . . . M'hy 
not adopt frankly the principle that the State or the local com- 
munity should provide the secular teaching, and either leave the 
option to the ratepayers to go beyond this sine qud non, if they 
think fit, within the limits of the conscience clause, or else simply 
leave the parties themselves to find Bible and other religious 
education from voluntary sources 1 

Early in the session before tbe introduction of the bill, Mr. 

1 Gladstone noted in his diary, ‘ Good hope that the principa 
matters at issue may be accommodated during the session, 
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S)'stem, and Cavour first began tlio recasting of the map, was CHAP, 
but the repulsive and dangerous symptom of a dire conflict in v. — 
the depths of international politics. The Mexican adventure, A ' jT ‘ c0, 
and the tragedy of Maximilian's death at Qucrctaro, had 
thrown a black shadow over the iridescent and rotten fabric 
of Napoleon's power. Prussian victory over Austria at 
Sadowa had startled Europe like a thunderclap. The re- 
actionary movement within the catholic fold, as disclosed in 
the Vatican council, kindled many hopes among the French 
clericals, and these hopes inspired a lively antagonism to 
pfotestant Prussia in the breast of the Spanish-born Empress 
of the French. Prussia in 18(36 had humiliated one great 
catholic power when she defeated the Austrian monarchy 
on the battlefields of Bohemia. Was she to overthrow 


also the power that kept the pope upon his temporal 
throne in Pome? All this, however, was no more than the 
fringe, though one of the hardest things in history is to 
be sure where substance begins and fringe ends. The 
cardinal fact for France and for Europe was German unity. 
Ever since the Danish conflict, as Bismarck afterwards told 
the British government, 1 the French Emperor strove to bring 
Prussia to join him in plans for their common aggrandizement. 
The unity of Germany meant, besides all else, a vast extension 
of the area from which the material of military strength was 
to be drawn; and this meant the relative depression of the 
power of French arms. Here was the substantial fact, 
feeding the flame of national pride with solid fuel. The 
German confederation of the Congress of Vienna was a 
skilful invention of Metternicli’s, so devised as to be inert 
for offence, but extremely efficient against French aggression. 
A German confederation under the powerful and energetic 
leadership of Prussia gave France a very different neighbour. 

In August 1867, the French ambassador at Berlin said 
to the ambassador of Great Britain, ‘ We can never 
passively permit the formation of a German empire; the 
position of the Emperor of the French would become un- 
tenable.’ The British ambassador in Paris was told by the 
foreign minister there, that ‘ there was no wish for aggrandize- 
ment in the Emperor’s mind, but a solicitude for "the safety 


1 July 28, 1870. 
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simplest. After the extension of the franchise to the work- 
men, everybody felt, in a happy phrase of that time, that ‘we 
must educate our masters/ Outside events were supposed 
to hold a lesson. The triumphant North in America was 
the land of the common school. The victory of Prussians 
over Austrians at Sadowa in 1866 was called the victory of 
the elementary school teacher. Even the nonconformists 
had come round. Up to the middle of the sixties opinion 
among them was hostile to the intervention of the state in 
education. They had resisted Graham’s 23rc>2)osa]s in 184?, 
and Lord John Russell’s in 1847 ; but a younger generation, 
eager for progress, saw the new necessity that change of 
social and political circumstance imposed. The business in 
1870 was to provide schools, and to get the children into 
them. 1 


It is surprising how little serious attention had been j>aid 
even by speculative writers in this country to the vast 
problem of the relative duties of the State and the Family in 
respect of education. Mill devoted a few keen pages to it 
in his book upon political economy. Fawcett, without much 
of Mill’s intellectual power or any of his sensitive tempera- 
ment, was supposed to represent his principles in parlia- 
ment ; yet in education he was against free schools, while 
Mill was for them. All was unsettled ; important things were 
even unperceived. Yet the questions of national education, 
answer them as we will, touch the moral life and death of 
nations. The honourable zeal of the churches had done some- 
thing, but most of the ground remained to be covered. The 
question was whether the system about to be created should - 
merely supplement those sectarian, private, voluntary schools, 
or should erect a fabric worthy of the high name of national. 


1 In 1S69 about 1,300,000 chil- 
dren were being educated in state- 
aided schools, 1,000,000 in schools 
that received no grant, were not 
inspected, and were altogether 
inefficient, and 2,000,000 ought 
to have been, but were not at 
school at all. The main burden 
of national education fell on the 
shoulders of 200,000 persons whoso 
voluntary subscriptions supported 
the schools. ‘In other words, the 


efforts of a handful out of the whole 
nation had accomplished the fairly 
efficient education of about one- 
third of the children, and bad 
provided schools for about one- 
half; but the rest either went to 
inefficient schools, or to no school 
at all, and for them there was no 
room even had the power to compel 
their attendance existed.’ — See Sir 
Henry Craik’s The State in < Is 
Relation to Education , pp- 84, 85. 
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interplay of stern forces, the chance seemed but dim and CHAP, 
faint. Rumour and gossip of a pacific tenour could not , 
hide the vital fact of incessant military preparation on both -'® T - 60 * 
sides — steadfast and scientific in Prussia, loose and ill-con- 
certed in France. Along with the perfecting of arms, went 
on a busy search by France for alliances. In the autumn 
of 1869 Lord Clarendon had gone abroad and talked with 
important personages. Moltke told him that in Prussia 
they thought war was near. To Napoleon the secretary of 
state spoke of the monster armaments, the intolerable burden 
imposed upon the people, and the constant danger of war 
that they created. The Emperor agreed — so Lord Clarendon 
wrote to Mr. Gladstone (Sept. 18, ’69) — but went on to say 
that during the King of Prussia’s life, and as long as the 
present Prussian system lasted, he thought no change of 
importance could be effected. Still the seed by and by 
appeared to have fallen on good ground. For in January 1870, 
in a conversation with the British ambassador, the French 
foreign minister (Daru) suggested that England might use 
her good offices with Prussia, to induce a partial disarmament 
in order that France might disarm also. The minister, at 
the same time, wrote a long despatch in the same sense to 
the French ambassador at St. James’s. Lord Clarendon 
perceived the delicacy of opening the matter at Berlin, in 
view of the Prussian monarch’s idolatry of his army. He 
agreed, however, to bring it before the king, not officially, 
but in a confidential form. This would compromise nobody. 

The French ambassador in London agreed, and Lord 
Clarendon wrote the draft of a letter to Loftus in Berlin. 

He sent the draft to Mr. Gladstone (Jan. -31, 1870) for 
'approval and criticism.’ Mr. Gladstone entered eagerly 
into Lord Clarendon’s benevolent correspondence : — 


Mr. Gladstone to Lord Clarendon. 

31 Jan. 1870. — The object of your letter on disarmament is 
noble, and I do not see how the terms of the draft can be 
improved. I presume you will let the Queen know what you 
are about, and possibly circumstances might arrive in which she 
could help 1 
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siblc to carry a proposal allow, nr: ^hool boards to contribute 
- to denominational schools, and the only compensation op-'*: 
was a larger slice of the grant from parliament. 


in 


The storm at once began to rage around the helmsmans 
cars. Some days earlier the situation had been defined In' 
Hr. Brand, the whip, for his leader's guidance. The attempt, 
lie said, made by Fawcett, Dilko, and others, to create n 
diversion in favour of exclusively secular education has 
signally failed : the opinion of the country is dearly adverse 
On the other hand, while insisting on the religions element, 
the, country is just as strongly opposed to dogmatic teaching 
in schools aided by local rates. ‘You ash me,’ said Mr. 
Gladstone to Mr. Brand (.May 2D. * to solve the problem in 
the words " to include religion, and to exclude dogma," which, 
as far as I know, though it- admits of a sufficient practical 
handling by individuals acting for themselves, 1ms not yet 
been solved by any state or parliament.’ Well might he 
report, at Windsor (June 21) that, though the auspices were 
favourable, there was a great deal of crude ami indeter- 
minate opinion on the subject in the House as well as d.w- 
wherc, find 'the bill, if carried, would be carried bv tic 
authority and persistence of the government, aided by tie- 
aeijtiie, sconce of tho opposition.* Tt was this carrying of 
the bill by th“ aid of the tory opposition that gave fuel to 
the liberal flame, and the increase of th«» grant to the recta- 
rian schools made the lout more intense. The nuot rntFai 
point of the bill, according to Mr. Gladstone, was a proper d 
that now so.-uts singularly worded, to the effect that the 

hc>ehm'_' of j.«*r»p{ ur»-s in rate schools : houhf not h< in 
favour of, or opposed to - t‘'nr*t<; of any dcnomitiatioj, Iras 
was beaten by 2. *11 Jo ]go. ‘Tim minority a* Iil*r.d. Fi- 
rnorc than h df of tb«. lib-r.d parry pr» ■"-ni *»r«d m ?F V 
majority.’ 

ft ,}»•■, t Mr. For -a* r,* cm d Bab o{ Ibrnutrchata 


We 


It* 


Mr. < Jlad-non* , but w> an de*< nairnd that i.m 


Cu di no! w/a'n l -- crlr < M ‘ 


. jth ’he bomra* 
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event will render the lately risen hope of universal peace CHAP. 

questionable. 5 1 The unexpected event did not tarry, and » r -L_ 

Bismarck’s own share in laying the train is still one of the /Kt ‘ 6L 
historic enigmas of our time. 

ii 

Ever since 1868 the statesmen of revolutionary Spain had 
looked for a prince to fill their vacant throne. Among 
others they bethought themselves of a member of a catholic 
branch of the house of Hohenzollern, and in the autumn of 

1869 an actual proposal was secretly made to Prince Leopold. 

The thing lingered. Towards the end of F ebruary, 1870, 

Spanish importunities Avere reneAved, though still under the 
seal of strict secrecy, even the Spanish ambassador in Paris 
being kept in the dark. 1 2 Leopold after a long struggle 
declined the glittering bait. The rival pretenders A\ r ere too 
many, and order Avas not sure. Still his refusal Avas not 
considered final. The chances of order improved, he changed 
his mind, and on June 23 the Spanish emissary returned to 
Madrid Avith the neAvs that the Hohenzollern prince Avas ready 
to accept the croAvn. The King of Prussia, not as king, but 
as head of the house, had given his assent. That Bismarck 
invented the Hohenzollern candidature the evidence is not 
concluswe. What is undoubted is that in the late spring of 

1870 he took it up, and Avas much discontented at its failure in 
that stage. 3 He had become aAvare that France Avas striving- 
to arrange alliances Avith Austria, and even Avith Italy, in spite 
of the obnoxious presence of the French garrison at Ptome. 

It Avas possible that on certain issues Bavaria and the South 
might join France against Prussia. All the hindrances to 
German unity, the jealousies of the minor states, the hatred 
of the Prussian military system, Avere likely to be aggravated 

1 Reminiscences of the King of Ron- 3 The story of a ministerial council 
mania. Edited from the original by at Berlin on March 15, at which the 
Sydney Whitman. 1S99. P. 92. question was discussed between the 

2 King AVilliam wrote to Bismarck king, his ministers, and the Hohen- 

(Peb. 20, 1S70) that the news of the zollern princes, with the result that 
Hohenzollern candidature had come all decided for acceptance is denied 
upon him like a thunderbolt, and that by Bismarck .^-Recollections ii r> 
they must confer about it. Kaiser 89. ’ ' 

Wilhelm I. und Bismarck, i. p. 207. 
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- Slb]c t0 cany a proposal allowing school boards to contribute 

denominational schools, and the only compensation open 
was a larger slice of the grant from parliament. 

in 

The storm at once began to rage around the helmsman’s 
ears. Some days earlier the situation had been defined by 
Mr. Brand, the whip, for his leader’s guidance. The attempt, 
he said, made by Fawcett, Dilke, and others, to create a 
diversion in favour of exclusively secular education has 
signally failed ; the opinion of the country is clearly adverse. 
On the other hand, while insisting on the religious element, 
the country is just as strongly opposed to dogmatic teaching 
in schools aided by local rates. c You ask me/ said Mr. 
Gladstone to Mr. Brand (May 24), * to solve the problem in 
the words “ to include religion, and to exclude dogma,” which, 
as far as I know, though it admits of a sufficient practical 
handling by individuals acting for themselves, has not yet 
been solved by any state or parliament.’ Well might he 
report at Windsor (June 21) that, though the auspices were 
favourable, there was a great deal of crude and indeter- 
minate opinion on the subject in the House as well as else- 
where, and ‘ the bill, if carried, would be carried by the 
authority and persistence of the government, aided by the 
acquiescence of the opposition.’ It was this carrying of 
the bill by the aid of the tory opposition that gave fuel to 
the liberal flame, and the increase of the grant to the secta- 
rian schools made the heat more intense. The most critical 
point of the bill, according to Mr. Gladstone, was a proposal 
that now seems singularly worded, to the effect that the 
teaching of scriptures in rate schools should not be in 
favour of, or opposed to, 'tenets of any denomination. This 
was beaten by 251 to 130. ‘ The minority was liberal, but 
more than half of the liberal party present voted in the 
majority/ 

' We respect Mr. Forster/ cried Bale of Birmingham, ‘wc 
honour Mr. Gladstone, but we arc determined that England 
shall not again be cursed with the bitterness and strife from 
which wc had hoped that wc had for over escaped, by the 
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the project to he carried out. 51. Lavaletto added that he 
trusted that her Majesty's government, considering its friendly 
relations with France and its general desire to maintain peace, 
would use its in!luenee with the other parties concerned. I told 51. 
do Lavalette that the announcement had taken the prime minister 
and myself entirely hy surpmod 


CHA1\ 

IV. 

~Et! 61. 


Yet two days before Mr. Hammond told Lord Granville 
that he was not aware of anything important to ho dealt, 
with at, the foreign department, a deputation had started 
from Madrid with an invitation to Prince Leopold. At. the 
moment, when this singular language was falling from our 
under-secretary ’s lips, the Due do (Iramont, t ho French 
foreign minister, was telling Lord Lyons tit, Paris that. Franco 
would not. endure t lie insult, and expressing his hope that 
the government of tho Queen would try to prevent, it. Alter 
all, as wo have seen, Bismarck in February had used words 
not verv unlike 51 r. Hammond's in duly. 

On duly 5, tho Kmperor, who was at. St. Cloud, sent, for 
Baron Bothsehild (of Baris), and told him that, as there was 
at that moment no foreign minister in Knglnnd, ho wished 
to send through him a message to 5Ir. Gladstone. He 
wanted 5Ir. Gladstone to he informed, that, the council of 
ministers at 5Iadrid had decided to propose lYinec Leopold 
of Hohcnzollern for the Spanish throne, that his candidature 
would ho intolerable to Franco, and that he hoped 51 r. 
Gladstone would endeavour to secure its withdrawal. The 
message was telegraphed to London, and early on the morn- 
ing of duly 0, the present, Lord Bothsehild deciphered it 
for his father, and took it to Carlton House Terrace. Ho 
found 5h\ Gladstone on the point of leaving for Windsor, 
and drove with him to the railway station. For a time 51 r. 
Gladstone was silent. Then lie said lie did not approve of 
the candidature, but he was not disposed to interfere with 
the liberty of the Spanish people to choose their own 
sovereign. 

Lord Granville put pressure on tho provisional govern- 
ment at Madrid to withdraw their candidate, and on tho 

1 Hansard, July 11, 1870. 
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: than they had anticipated. A proposal from the govern- 
meufc (July 14) to introduce secret voting in the election 
of local boards was stubbornly contested, in spite, says 
Mr. Gladstone, ‘ of the unvarying good temper, signal ability 
and conciliatory spirit of Mr. Forster/ and it was not 
until after fourteen divisions that a few assuaging words 
from Mr. Gladstone brought the handful of conservative 
opposition to reason. It was five o’clock before the unflag- ' 
ging prime minister found his way homewards in the broad 
daylight. 

It is impossible to imagine a question on which in a free 
government it was more essential to carry public opinion 
with the law. To force parents to send children to school, 
was an enterprise that must break down if opinion would not 
help to work it. Yet probably on no other question in Mr. 
Gladstone’s career as law-maker was common opinion so 
hard to weigh, to test, to focus and adjust. Of the final 
settlement of the question of religious instruction, Mr. Glad- 
stone said to Lord Lyttelton when the battle was over (Oct. 
25,70):— 

... I will only say that it was in no sense my choice or that 
of the government. Our first proposition was by far the best. 
But it received no active support even from the church, the 
Mational Society, or the opposition, while divers bishops, large 
bodies of clergy, the Education Union, and earliest of all, I think, 
Eoundell Palmer in the House of Commons, threw overboard the 
catechism. We might then have fallen back upon the plan of 
confining the application of the rate to secular subjects; but this 
was opposed by the church, the opposition, most of the dissenters, 
and most of our own friends. As it was, I assure you, the very 
utmost that could he done was to arrange the matter as it now 
stands, where the exclusion is limited to the formulary, and to get 
rid of the popular imposture of undenominational instruction. 

At bottom the battle of the schools was not educational, it 
was social. It was not religious but ecclesiastical, and that 
is often tbe ver}^ contrary of religious. In the conflicts of 
the old centuries whence Christian creeds emerged, disputes 
on dogma constantly sprang from rivalries of race and accx- 



FRENCH ULTIMATUM 


901 


paid flint- it nmdo up ‘a chapter which for fault, and folly CHAP. 

taken together is almost without, n parallel in the history of. * 1 

nations .' 1 /hr. Gl. 

On July 0 the French ministers made a precipitate 
declaration to their Chambers, which was in fact, an ulti- 
matum to Prussia. The action of Spain was turned into 
Prussian action. Prussia was called to account, in a form that, 
became a public and international threat, as Bismarck put, 
it, ‘with the hand on the sword-hilt.’ These rash words of 
challenge wen* the first of the Freneh disasters. On July S 
the. One. de Framont. begged her Majesty’s government to 
use all their inthieneo to bring about the voluntary renuncia- 
lion by Prince Leopold of his pretensions. This ho told 
Lord Lyons would he ‘a most, fortunate solution * of the 
question. Two days later ho assured Lord Lyons that ‘if 
the Prince of Ilohonzollern should, on the advieo of the 
King of Prussia, withdraw his acceptance of the crown the 
whole a flair would he at, an end.' 

On July 10 Lord Granville suggests to Mr. Gladstone: 

‘What, do you think of asking the Queen whether (hero is 

am* one to whom she could write confidentially with a 

* • 

view to persuade Hohenzollern to refuse? 1 Mr. Gladstone 
replies : — 

1. I should think you could not do wrong in asking the 
Queen, as you propose, to procure if she can a refusal from 
Hohenzollcrn, through some private channel. 2. 1 suppose there 
could be no objection to sounding the Italian government ns to 
the Duke of Aosta. 3. If in the meantime you have authentic 
accounts of military movements in France, would it not he right 
formally to ask their suspension, if it ho still the desire of the 
French government that you should continue to act in the sense 
of procuring withdrawal? 

The ambassador at Paris was instructed to work vigorously 
in this sense, and to urge self-possession and measure upon 
the Emperor’s council. On July 12, however, the prospects 
of peace grew more and more shadowy. On that day 
it became known that Prince Leopold had spontaneously 

1 Gleanings, iv. p. 222. Modern French historians do not differ from 
Mr. Gladstone. 
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: form, but sets forth in the simplest shape a series of the leading 

facts on which Christianity, the least abstract of all religions, is 
based. 

Manning plied him hard (September, October, November, 
1871). The state of Paris (Commune blazing that year, 
Tuileries and Hotel de Ville in ashes, and the Prussian 
spiked helmets at the gates) was traceable to a godless 
education — so the archbishop argued. In England the Chris- 
tian tradition was unbroken. It was only a clique of doctrin- 
aires, Huxley at the head of them, who believing nothing 
trumpeted secular education. * Delighted to see Mr. Forster 
attacked as playing into the hands of the clergy.’ Mr. Glad- 
stone should stimulate by every agency in his power the 
voluntary religious energies of the three kingdoms. ‘The 
real crisis is in the formation of men. They are as we make 
them, and they make society. The formation of men is the 
work you have given to the school boards. God gave it to 
the parents. Neither you ,nor Mr. Forster meant this; you 
least of all men on your side of the House. Glad to see you 
lay down the broad and intelligible line that state grants go 
to secular education, and voluntary efforts must do the rest. 
Let us all start fair in this race. Let every sect, even the 
Huxleyites, have their grant if they fulfil the conditions. As 
for the school-rate conscience, it is a mongrel institution of 
quakerism.’ How Mr. Gladstone replied on all these search- 
ing issues, I do not find. 

iv 

The passing of the Act did not heal the wound. The 
nonconformist revolt was supported in a great conference 
at Manchester in 1872, representing eight hundred churches 
and other organizations. Baptist unions and congre- 
gational unions were unrelenting. We may as well finish 
the story. It was in connection with this struggle that 
Mr. Chamberlain first came prominently into the arena of 
public life— bold, intrepid, imbued with the keen spirit of 
political nonconformity, and a born tactician. The issue 
selected for the attack was the twenty-fifth section of the 
Education Act, enabling school boards to pay in denomma- 
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same time Lord Granville sirnmdv urged M. tie Lavaletto in CHAR. 

London, to impress upon his government that they ought v A - 

not lo take upon themselves the responsibility of pursuing ' lvr ‘ 01, 
the quarrel on a matter of form, when they had obtained 
what Gramont had assured Lord Lyons would put an end 
to the dispute. Though Mr. Lisraeli afterwards imputed 
want, of energy lo the British remonstrances, there is no 
reason to suppose that. Lord Lyons was wanting either in 
directness or emphasis. What warnings were likely to 
reach the minds of men trembling for their personal 
popularity and for the dynasty, afraid of clamour in tho 
streets, afraid of the army, ignorant of vital facts huth 
military and diplomatic, incapable of measuring such 
facts even if they had known them, committed by the rash 
declaration of defiance a week before to a position that 
made retreat the only alternative to the sword? At the 
head of them all sat in misery, a sovereign minced by 
disease to a wavering shadow of the will and vision of a 
man. .They marched headlong to the pit that Bismarck 
was digging for thorn. 

On duly 14- Mr. Gladstone again writes to Lord Granville, 
suggesting answers to questions that might, he asked that 
night in parliament. Should they say that, the candidature 
was withdrawn, and that, with this withdrawal we had a 
right to hope tho whole affair would end, but that communi- 
cations were still continued with Prussia ? In duty to all 
parties we were bound to Lope that the subject of complaint 
having disappeared, the complaint itself and the danger to 
the peace of Europe would disappear also. Then ho pro- 
ceeds: — 'What if you were to telegraph to Lyons to signify 
that we think it probable questions may be asked in parlia- 
ment to-day ; that having been called in by ’France itself, wc 
cannot affect to be wholly outside the matter ; and that it will 
he impossible for us to conceal tho opinion that the cause 
of quarrel having been removed, France ought to he satisfied. 

While this might fairly pass as a friendfy notice, it might also 
be useful as admonition. Please to consider. The claim in 
the telegrams for more acknowledgment of the conduct of 
Prussia in parliament, seems to mo to deserve consideration.’ 
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been made b} r a man who thinks that boards and public rates ought 
to be used for the purpose of putting down as quickly as may be 
the voluntary schools. But the recommendation which I made 
might have been consistently and properly supported by any one 
whose opinions fell short of this, and did not in the least turn 
upon any preference for voluntary over compulsory means. 1 

As he said afterwards to Lord Granville, ‘ I personally have 
no fear of the secular system ; but I cannot join in measures 
of repression against voluntary schools. 1 

‘ There is not a word said by you at Hawarden/ Bright 
replied (Aug. 25), ‘'that would fetter you in the least in 
considering the education question ; but at present ,the 
general feeling is against the idea -of any concession on your 
part. . . . What is wanted is some definite willingness or 
resolution to recover the goodwill and confidence of the 
nonconformist leaders ‘ in the boroughs ; for without this, 
reconstruction is of no value. . . . Finance is of great 
moment, and people are well pleased to see you in your 
old office again ; but no budget will heal the soreness that 
has been created — it is not of the pocket, but of the feel- 
ings. ... I want you just to know where I am and what 
I feel ; but if I could talk to you, I could say what I have 
to say with more precision, and with a greater delicacy of 
expression. I ask you only to put the best construction on 
what I write/ 

If Forster could only have composed himself to the same 
considerate spirit, there might have been a different tale to 
tell. Bright made his election speech at Birmingham, and 
Forster was in trouble about it. ‘ I think/ said the orator 
to Mr. Gladstone, ‘he ought rather to be thankful for it; it 
will enable him to get out of difficulties if he will improve 
the occasion. There is no question of changing the policy 
of tho government, but of making minor concessions. . . . 

I would willingly change the policy of irritation into one of 
soothing and conciliation/ Nothing of great importance 
in the way even of temporary reconciliation was effected 
by Mr. Bright’s return. The ditch of the twenty-fifth 

1 For the rest of the letter see Appendix. 
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afternoon. Meanwhile the courier arrived, but before the CHAP. 

courier a despatch came from Paris conveying the suggestion — 

that the King might write an apologetic letter to the French j/Et- 61, 
Emperor. This naturally gave the King some offence, but he 
contented himself with sending Benedetti a polite message 
by an aide-de-camp that he had received in writing from 
Prince Leopold the intelligence of his renunciation. ‘ By 
this his Majesty considered the question as settled.’ Bene- 
detti persevered in seeking to learn what answer he should 
make to his government on the question of further assur- 
ances. The King replied by the same officer that he was 
obliged to decline absolutely to enter into new negotiations ; 
that what he had said in the morning was his last word in 
the matter. On July 14, the King received Benedetti in the 
railway carriage on his departure for Berlin, told him that 
any future negotiations would be conducted by his govern- 
ment, and parted from him with courteous salutations. 

Neither king nor ambassador was conscious that the country 
of either had suffered a shadow of indignity from the repre- 
sentative of the other. 

Bismarck called upon the British ambassador in those 
days, and made what, in the light of later revelations, seems 
a singular complaint. He observed that Great Britain ‘ should 
have forbidden France to enter on the Avar. She was in a 
position to do so, and her interests and those of Europe 
demanded it of her.’ 1 Later in the year he spoke in the 
same sense at Versailles : ‘ If, at the beginning of the Avar, 
the English had said to Napoleon, “ There must be no Avar,” 
there Avould haA r e been none.’ 2 What is certain is that 
nobody Avould have been more discomfited by the success of 
England’s prohibition than Count Bismarck. The sincerity 
and substance of his reproach are tested by a revelation 
made by himself long after. Though familiar, the story is 
Avorth telling over again in the biography of a statesman 
who stood for a type alien to policies of fraud. 

Bismarck had hurried from Varzin to Berlin on July 12, 
in profound concern lest his royal master should subject his 

1 The Diplomatic Reminiscences of Lord Augustus Loftus. Second series 

»• P- 28S - 2 Busch, i. p. 31 2. 
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the principle of property which insists upon applying all 
the rules of individual ownership to what rightfully belongs 
to the community. Local interests were very sensitive, and 
they were multitudinous. The battle was severely fought, 
and it extended over several years, while commission upon 
commission explored the issues. 

In a highly interesting letter (1861) to Lord Lyttelton 
Mr. Gladstone set out at length his views upon the issue 
between ancient and modern, between literary training and 
scientific, between utilitarian education and liberal. The 


reader will find this letter in an appendix, as well as one to 
Sir Stafford Northcote. 1 While rationally conservative upon 
the true basis of attainments in ‘that small proportion of 
the youth of any country who are to become in the fullest 
sense educated men/ lie is rationally liberal upon what the 
politics of the time made the burning question of the sacro- 
sanctity of endowments. ‘ It is our habit in this country/ 
he said, ‘to treat private interests with an extravagant 
tenderness. The truth is that all laxity and extravagance 
in dealing with what in a large sense is certainly public 
property, approximates more or less to dishonesty, or at the 
least lowers the moral tone of the persons concerned.’ 

The result of all this movement, of which it may perhaps 
be said that it was mainly inspired and guided by a few men 
of superior energy and social weight like Goldwin Smith, 
Temple, Jowett, Liddell, the active interest of the classes 
immediately concerned being hardly more than middling — 
was one of the best measures in the history of this govern- 
ment of good measures (1869). It dealt with many hundreds 
of schools, and with an annual income of nearly six hundred 
thousand pounds. As the Endowed Schools bill was one of 
the best measures of the government, so it was 3Ir. Forsters 
best piece of legislative work. That it strengthened the 
government can hardly be said : the path of the reformer is 
not rose-strewn. 2 


1 See Appendix. 

- In 1874 the conservative govern- 
ment brought in a bill restoring to 
the church of England numerous 
schools in cases where the founder 
had recognised the authority of a 
bishop, or had directed attendance 


in the service of that churoh, or had 
required that the masters should be 
in holy orders. Mr. Gladstone pro- 
tested against the bill as ‘inequit- 
able, unusual and unwise,’ and it was 
largely modified in committee. 
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effect of the abbreviated test of the Ems telegram, as com- CHAP, 
pared with that produced by the original was not the result v__ Y J_ 
of stronger words but of the form, which made this announce- 61, 
ment appear decisive, while Abeken’s version would only 
have been regarded as a fragment of a negotiation still 
pending and to be continued at Berlin. After I had read 
out the concentrated edition to my two guests, Moltke 
remarked: “Now it has a different ring; it sounded before 
like a parley; now it is like a flourish in answer to a 
challenge.” I went on to explain : “ If in execution of his 
Majesty’s order I at once communicate this text, which 
contains no alteration in or addition to the telegram, not 
only to the newspapers, but also by telegraph to all our 
embassies, it will be known in Paris before midnight, and 
not only an account of its contents, but also an account of 
the manner of its distribution, will have the effect of a red 
rag upon the Gallic bull. Fight we must, if we do not 
want to act the part of the vanquished without a battle. 

Success, however, essentially depends upon the impression 
which the origination of the war makes upon us and others ; it 
is important that we should be the party attacked, and that we 
fearlessly meet the public threats of France.” This explana- 
tion brought about in the two generals a revulsion to a more 
joyous mood, the liveliness of which surprised me. They had 
suddenly recovered their pleasure in eating and drinking, and 
spoke in a more cheerful vein. Boon said : “ Our God of old 
lives still, and will not let us perish in disgrace.” ’ 1 

The telegram devised at the Berlin dinner-party soon 


1 Bismarck : His Reflections and 
Reminiscences, 1S98, ii. pp. 95-101. 
As I have it before me, the reader 
will perhaps care to see the telegram 
as Bismarck received it, drawn up 
by Abeken at the King’s command, 
handed in at Ems, July 13, in the 
afternoon, and reaching Berlin at six 
in the evening : — ‘His Majesty writes 
to me: “Count Benedetti spoke to 
me on the promenade, in order to 
demand from me, finally in a very 
importunate manner, that I should 
authorise him to telegraph at once 
that I bound myself for all future 
time never again to give my consent 
if the Hohenzollerns should renew 


their candidature. I refused at last 
somewhat sternly, as it is neither 
right nor possible to undertake en- 
gagements of this kind a lout jamais. 
Naturally I told him I had as yet 
received no nen r s, and as he was 
earlier informed about Paris and 
Madrid he could clearly see that my 
government once more had no hand 
in the matter.” His Majesty has 
since received a letter from the 
Prince. His Majesty having told 
Count Benedetti that he was awaiting 
news from the Prince, has decided, 
with reference to the above demand, 
upon the representation of Count 
Eulenburg and myself, not to receive 
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odious, I am almost tempted to say it would be impossible, 
after my long connection with Oxford, to go into a new 
controversy on the basis of what will be taken and alleged 
to be an absolute secularisation of the colleges: as well as 
a reversal ol what was deliberately considered and sanctioned 
in the parliamentary legislation of 1854 and 1856. 1 incline 
to think that this work is work for others, not for me.’ 

It was not until 1S71 that Mr. Gladstone consented to 
make the bill a government measure. It rapidly passed the 
Commons and was accepted by the Lords, but with amend- 
ments. Mr. Gladstone when lie had once adopted a project 
never loitered; he now resolutely refused the changes pro- 
posed by the Lords, and when the time came and Lord 
Salisbury was for insisting on them, the peers declined by 
a handsome majority to carry the fight further. It is need- 
less to add that the admission of dissenters to degrees and 
endowments did not injuriously affect a singlo object for 
which a national university exists. On the other hand, 
the mischiefs of ecclesiastical monopoly were long in dis- 
appearing. 

VII 

We havo already seen how warmly t lie project of intro- 
ducing competition into the civil service had kindled Mr. 
Gladstone’s enthusiasm in the days of the Crimean war. 1 
Reform had made slow progress. The civil service commis- 
sion had been appointed in 1855, but their examinations 
only tested the quality of candidates sent before them on 
nomination. In I860 a system was set up of limited 
competition among three nominated candidates, who had 
first satisfied a preliminary tost examination. 1 his lasted 
until 1S70. Lowe had reform much at heart. At the end 
of 1SG9, he appealed to the prime minister: 'As 1 havo so 
often tried in vain, will you bring the question of the 
civil service before the cabinet to-day ? Something must 
be decided. We cannot keep matters in this discreditable 
slate of abeyance. If the cabinet will not entertain the idea 
of open competition, might we not at any rate require a 

! AUn'e ]>. SO'J. 
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All inflammatory appeal was made to the Chambers. CHAP. 

When a parliamentary committee was appointed, a vital A— 

document was suppressed, and its purport misrepresented. G1, 
Thus in point of scruple, the two parties to the transaction 
wero not ill-matched, but Bismarck had been watchful, pro- 
vident, and well informed, while his opponents were men, as 
one of them said, ‘of a light heart/ heedless, uncalculating, 
and ignorant and wrong as to their facts. 1 

On July 15 Mr. Gladstone reported to the Queen: — 

Mr. Disraeli made inquiries from the government respecting 
the differences between France and Prussia, and in so doing 
expressed opinions strongly adverse to France as the apparent 
aggressor. Mr. Gladstone, in replying, admitted it to be the 
opinion of the government that there was no matter known to be 
in controversy of a nature to warrant a disturbance of the general 
peace. He said the course of events was not favourable, and the 
decisive moment must in all likelihood be close at hand. 

‘ At a quarter past four,’ says a colleague, ‘ a cabinet box 
was handed down the treasury bench to Gladstone. He 
opened it and looking along to ns, said — with an accent I 
shall never forget — “ War declared against Prussia.” ’ 2 
‘ Shall I ever forget/ says Archbishop Tait, * Gladstone’s face 
of earnest care when I saw him in the lobby ? 1 3 

The British cabinet made a final effort for peace. Lord 
Granville instructed our ambassadors to urge Franco and 
Prussia to be so far controlled by the treaty of Paris 
that before proceeding to extremities they should have 
recourse to the good offices of some friendly Power, add- 
ing- that his government was ready to take any part that 
might be desired in the matter. On the 18th Bismarck 
replied by throwing the onus of acceptance on France. On 
the 19th France declined the proposal. 

1 In the Reichstag, on July 20, Yet lie had prepared this document 
Bismarck reproached the French for the very purpose of tempting 
ministers for not yielding to the France into a declaration of war. 
pressure of the members of the opposi- 2 Grant Duff’s Diaries, ii. p. 153, 

tion like Thiers and Gambetta, and The technical declaration of war by 
producing the document, which would France was made at Berlin on July ] 9. 
have overthrown the base on which 3 Life, ii. p. 78. 
the declaration of war was founded. 
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the franco-german war 

{ 1870 ) 

Of all the princes of Europe, the king of England alone seemed to 
be seated upon the pleasant promontory that might safely view the 
tragic sufferings of all his neighbours about him, without any other 
concernment than what arose from his own princely heart and 
Christian compassion, to see such desolation wrought by the pride 
and passion and ambition of ])rivate persons, supported by princes 
who knew not what themselves would have. — Clarendon. 

During the years in which England had been widening the 
^ base of her institutions, extending her resources of wealth 
and credit, and strengthening her repute in the councils of 
Christendom, a long train of events at which we have 
glanced from time to time, had slowly effected a new distri- 
bution of the force of nations, and in Mr. Gladstone’s phrase 
had unset every joint of the compacted fabric of continental 
Europe. The spirit in which he thought of his country’s 
place in these transactions is to be gathered from a letter 
addressed by him to General Grey, the secretary of the 
Queen, rather more than a year before the outbreak of the 
Franco-German war. What was the immediate occasion I 
cannot be sure, nor does it matter. The letter itself is full 
of interest, for it is in truth a sort of charter of the leading 
principles of Mr. Gladstone’s foreign policy at the moment 
when he first incurred supreme responsibility for our foreign 
affairs : — 

Mr. Gladstone to General Grey. 

April II, 1869. — . . . Apart from this question of the 
moment, there is one more important as to the tone in which it is 
to be desired that, where matter of controversy has arisen on the 
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as between parties. I hope you do not think it unkind that I 
should write thus. Forgive the rashness of a friend. One of the 
purposes in life dear to my heart has been to knit together in true 
amit) r the people of my own country with those of your great 
nation. That web of concord is too tender yet, not to suffer under 
the rude strain of conflicts and concussions even such as we have no 
material share in. I think that even if I err, I cannot be without 
a portion of your sympathy : now when the knell of the brave 
bogins to toll. As for us, we have endeavoured to cherish with 
both the relations of peace and mutual respect. May nothing 
happen to impair them ! 


CIIAP. 

IV. 

-diT. 61 . 


Though good feeling prevented Mr. Gladstone from divid- 
ing praise and blame between the two governments, his own 
judgment was clear. The initial declaration of July 6, 
followed by the invention of a second demand by France 
upon Prussia after the first had been conceded, looked to 
him, as it did to England generally, like a fixed resolution to 
force a quarrel. In September he wrote of the proceedings 
of the French government : — 

Wonder rises to its climax when we remember that this 
feverish determination to force a quarrel was associated with a 
firm belief in the high preparation and military superiority of the 
French forces, the comparative inferiority of the Germans, the 
indisposition of the smaller states to give aid to Prussia, and even 
the readiness of Austria, with which from his long residence at 
Vienna the Due de Gramont supposed himself to be thoroughly 
acquainted, to appear in arms as the ally of France. It too soon 
appeared that, as the advisers of the Emperor knew nothing of 
public rights and nothing of the sense of Europe, so they knew 
nothing about Austria and the mind of the German states, and 
less than nothing about not only the Prussian army, but even 
their own . 1 


1 Gleanings, iv. n. 222. 
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the answer is, Ho. But do not, on the other hand, allow it to be 
' believed that England will never interfere. For the eccentricities 
of other men’s belief no one can answer; but for any reasonable 
_ belief in such an abnegation on the part of England, there is no 
ground whatever. As X understand Eord Olarendon’s ideas, they 
are fairly represented by his very important diplomatic com- 
munications since he has taken office. They proceed upon such 
grounds as these: — That England should keep entire in her own 
hands the means of estimating her own obligations upon the 
various states of facts as they arise ; that she should not foreclose 
and narrow her own liberty of choice by declarations made to 
other Powers, in their real or supposed interests, of which they 
would claim to be at least joint interpreters; that it is dangerous 
for her to assume alone an advanced, and therefore an isolated 
position, in regard to European controversies; that, come what 
may, it is better for her to promise too little than too much ; that 
she should not encourage the weak by giving expectations of aid 
to resist the strong, but should rather seek to deter the strong by 
firm but moderate language, from aggressions on the weak; that 
she should seek to develop and mature the action of a common, or 
public, or European opinion, as the best standing bulwark against 
wrong, but should beware of seeming to lay down the law of that 
opinion by her own authority, and thus running the risk of setting 
against her, and against right and justice, that general sentiment 
which ought to be, and generally would be, arrayed in their 
favour. I am persuaded that at this juncture opinions of this 
colour being true and sound, are also the only opinions which the 
country is disposed to approve. But I do not believe that on that 
account it is one whit less disposed than it has been at any time, 
to cast in its lot upon any fitting occasion with the cause it 
believes to be right. ... I therefore hope and feel assured 
her Majesty will believe that Lord Clarendon really requires 
no intimation from me to ensure his steadily maintaining the 
tone which becomes the foreign minister of the Queen. 

Heavy banks of cloud hung with occasional breaks of 
brighter sky over Europe; and all the plot, intrigue, con- 
spiracy, and subterranean scheming, that'had been incessant 
ever since the Crimean war disturbed the old European 
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On July 1G lie Avroto to Cardwell at the Avar office: — 

If, unhappily, Avhicli God forbid, avo have to act in this Avar, it 
Avill not be Avith six months’, nor three months’, nor even one 
month’s notice. . The real question is, supposing an urgent call 
of honour and of duty in an emergency for 15,000 or 20,000 men, 
Avhat Avould you do 1 What ansAver Avould the military authorities 
make to this question, those of them especially Avho haA'e brains 
rather than mere position 1 ? Have you no fuller battalions than 
those of 500? At home or in the Mediterranean 1 If in the 
latter, should they not be brought home ? Childers seemed to 
offer a handsome subscription of marines, and that the artillery 
Avould count for much in such a case is most probable. What I 
should like is to study the means of sending 20,000 men to 
Antwerp Avith as much promptitude as at the Trent affair avc sent 
10,000 to Canada. 

The figures of the army and navy Averc promptly supplied 
to the prime minister, CardAvell adding Avith a certain shrill- 
ness that, though he had no Avish to go either to AntAverp or 
anyAvlicre else, lie could not be responsible for sending an 
expedition abroad, unless the army Avere fitted for that 
object by measures taken iioav to increase its force. 

I entirely agree Avith you, Mr. Gladstone replied, that zchcn 
it is seriously intended to send troops to Antwerp or elsewhere 
abroad, ‘immediate measures must be taken to increase our 
force.’ I feel, however, rather uneasy at Avliat seems to me the 
extreme susceptibility on one side of the case of some members of 
the cabinet. I hope it Avill be balanced by considering the effect of 
any fonvard step by appeal to parliament, in compromising the true 
and entire neutrality of our position, and in disturbing and mis- 
directing the mind of the public and of parliament. I am afraid I 
have conveyed to your mind a Avrong impression as to the state of 
my own. It is only afar outlook Avliich, in my opinion, brings into 
view as a possibility the sending a force to Antwerp. Should the 
day arrive, Ave shall then be on the very edge of Avar, Avith scarcely 
a hope of not passing omvard into the abyss. 

Cardwell sent him a paper by a high military authority, 
on which Mr. Gladstone made tAvo terse ironic comments.- 


CHAP. 

V. 


JEt. 61 . 
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of France/ This solicitude evaporated in what Bismarck 
disdainfully called the policy of pourboires, the policy of tips 
and pickings— scraps and slips of territory to be given to 
France under the diplomatic name of compensation. For 
three years it had been no secret that peace was at the mercy 
of any incident that might arise. 

The small Powers. were in trepidation, and with good 
reason. Why should not France take Belgium, and Prussia 
take Holland? The Belgian press did not conceal bad 
feeling, and Bismarck let fall the ominous observation that 
if Belgium persisted in that course, ‘ she might pay dear for 
it.’ The Dutch minister told the British ambassador in 
Vienna that in 1865 he had a long conversation with Bismarck, 
and Bismarck had given him to understand that without 
colonies Prussia could never become a great maritime 
nation ; he coveted Holland less for its own sake, than for 
her wealthy colonies. When reminded that Belgium was 
guaranteed by the European Powers, Bismarck replied that 
‘ a guarantee was in these days of little value.’ This remark 
makes an excellent register of the diplomatic temperature of 
the hour. 

Then for England. The French Emperor observed (1867), 
not without an accent of complaint, that she seemed ‘little 
disposed to take part in the affairs of the day.’ This was the 
time of the Derby government. When war seemed inevit- 
able on the affair of Luxemburg, Lord Stanley, then at the 
foreign office, phlegmatically remarked (1867) that England 
had never thought it her business to guarantee the integrity 
of Germany. When pressed from Prussia to say whether 
in the event of Prussia being forced into war by France, 
England would take a part, Lord Stanley replied that with 
the causes of that quarrel we had nothing to do, and he felt 
sure that neither parliament nor the public would sanction 
an armed interference on either side. Belgium, he added, 
was a different question. General non-intervention, there- 
fore, was the common doctrine of both our parties. 

After Mr. Gladstone had been a year in power, the chance 
of a useful part for England to perform seemed to rise on 
the horizon, but to those who knew the racing currents, the 
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7 Feb. — The answer to your pacific letter as reported by Loftus 
' throws, I think, a great responsibility on the King of Prussia. 

1 2 Feb . — 1 hope, with Darn, that you will not desist from your 
eftorfcs, whatever be the best mode of prosecuting the good design. 
I thought Bismarck’s case, on Loftus’s letter, a very bad one. 1 
do not think Lyons’s objections, towards the close of his letter, 
apply in a case where you have acted simply as a friend, and not 
in the name and on behalf of France. 

18 Feb . — I return Bismarck’s confidential letter on disarmament. 
As the matter appears to me, the best that can be said for this 
letter is that it contains matter which might be used with more 
or less force in a conference on disarmament, by way of abating 
the amount of relative call on Prussia. As an argument against 
entertaining the subject, it is futile, and he ought at any rate to 
be made to feel his responsibility, — which, I daresay, yon will 
contrive while acknowledging his civility. 

9 April . — I presume you have now only in the matter of 
disarmament to express your inability to recede from your 
opinions, and your regret at the result of the correspondence. 
If inclined to touch the point, you might with perfect justice 
say that while our naval responsibilities for our sea defence have 
no parallel or analogue in the world, we have taken not far short 
of two millions off our estimates, and have not announced that 
the work of reduction is at an end : which, whether satisfactory 
or not, is enough to show that you do not preach wholly without 
practising. 

It is a striking circumstance, in view of what was to 
follow, that at this moment when A Tr. Gladstone first came 
into contact with Bismarck, — the genius of popular right 
and free government and settled law of nations, into contact 
with the genius of force and reason of state and blood and 
iron — the realist minister of Prussia seemed to bo almost 
as hopeful for European peace as the minister of England. 
‘The political horizon,’ Bismarck wrote (Feb. 22), ‘seen from 
Berlin appears at present so unclouded that there is nothing 
of interest to report, and I only hope that no unexpected 
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by time, if France, while keeping her powder dry, were to 
persevere in a prudent abstention. Bismarck believed that 
Moltke’s preparations were more advanced than Napoleon’s. 
It was his interest to strike before any French treaties of 
alliance were signed. The Spanish crown was an occasion. It 
might easily become a pretext for collision if either France or 
Germany thought the hour had come. If the Hohenzollern 
candidate withdrew, it was a diplomatic success for France 
and a humiliation to German}'- ; if not, a king from Prussia 
planted across the Pyrenees, after the aggrandizements of 
north German 'poAver in 1864 and 1866, was enough to 
make Richelieu, Mazarin, Louis xiv., Bonaparte, even Louis 
Philippe, turn in their graves. 

On June 27, 1S70, Lord Clarendon died, and on July 6 
Lord Granville received the seals of the foreign department 
from the Queen at Windsor. The new chief had visited his 
office the day before, and the permanent under-secretary 
coming into his room to report, gave him the most remark- 
able assurance ever received by any secretary of state on 
first seating himself at his desk. Lord Granville told the 
story in the House of Lords on July 11, when the crash of 
the fiercest storm since Waterloo was close upon them : — 

The able and experienced under-secretary, Mr. Hammond, at the 
foreign office told me, it being then three or four o’clock, that 
with the exception of the sad and painful subject about to be 
discussed this evening [the murders by brigands in Greece] he 
had never during his long experience known so great a lull in 
foreign affairs, and that he was not aware of any important 
question that I should have to deal with. At six o’clock that 
evening I received a telegram informing me of the choice that 
had been made by the provisional government of Spain of Prince 
Leopold of Hohenzollern, and of his acceptance of the offer. I 
went to Windsor the following day, and had the honour of 
receiving the seals of the foreign office from her Majesty. On 
my return I saw the Marquis de Lavalette, avIio informed me of 
the fact Avhicli I already kneAV, and in energetic terms remarked 
on the great indignity thus offered to France, and expressed the 
determination of the government of the Emperor not to permit 
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government at Berlin 'effectually to discourage a project 
fraught with, risks to the best interests of Spain.’ The 
draft of this despatch was submitted by Lord Granville 
to Mr. Gladstone, who suggested a long addition after- 
wards incorporated in the text. The points of his ad- 
dition were an appeal to the magnanimity of the King 
of Prussia ; an injunction to say nothing to give ground for 
the supposition that England had any business to discuss 
the abstract right of Spain to choose ,her own sovereign; 
that the- British government had not admitted Prince 
Leopold’s acceptance of the throne to justify the immedi- 
ate resort to arms threatened by France ; but that the 
secrecy with which the affair had been conducted was a 
ground for just offence, and the withdrawal of the prince 
could alone repair it. 1 Austria made energetic representa- 
tions at Berlin to the same effect. In sending this addition 
to Lord Granville, Mr. Gladstone says (July 8), ‘I am 
doubtful whether this despatch should go till it has been 
seen by the cabinet, indeed I think it should not, and 
probably you mean this. The Queen recollects being told 
something about this affair by Clarendon — without result 
— last year. I think Gramont exacts too much. It would 
never do for us to get up a combination of Powers in this 
difficult and slippery matter.’ 

Events for a week — one of the great critical weeks of the 
century — moved at a dizzy speed towards the abyss. Peace 
unfortunately hung upon the prudence of a band of states-, 
men in Paris, who have ever since,' both in their own country 
and everywhere else, been a byword in history for blindness 
and folly. The game was delicate. Even in the low and 
broken estate into which the moral areopagus of Europe 
had fallen in these days, it was a disadvantage to figure as 
the aggressor. This disadvantage the French Empire heed- 
lessly imposed upon itself. Of the diplomacy on the side of 
the government of France anterior to the war, Mr. Gladstone 

1 The despatch is dated July 6 in before the cabinet, and was sent 
the blue-book (C. 167, p. 3), but it to Berlin by special messenger that 
was not sent that day, as the date evening. The only other cabinet 
of Mr. Gladstone’s letter shows. No meeting duriDg this critical period 
cabinet seems to have been held be- was on July 14. 
fore July 9. The despatch was laid 
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renounced the candidature, or that his lather had renounced 
it on his behalf. The French ministers made up their minds 
that the defeat of Prussia must be more direct. Gramont 
told Lyons (duly 12) that the French government was in a 
very embarrassing position. Public opinion was so much 
excited that it was doubtful whether the mini stry would 
not be overthrown, if it went down to the Chamber and 
announced that it regarded the affair as finished, without 
having obtained some more complete satisfaction from 
Prussia. So the Emperor and his advisers flung themselves 
gratuitously under Bismarck’s grinding wheels by a further- 
demand that not only should the candidature be withdrawn, 
but the King should pledge himself against its ever being 
at any time revived. Mr. Gladstone was not slow to see the 
fatal mischief of this new development. 

Mr. Gladstone to Lord Granville. 

July 12, 11.30 P.M. — I have seen, since Rothschild’s telegram, 1 
that of Lyons, dated 7.55 P.M. It seems to me that Lyons should 
be supplied with an urgent instruction by telegram before the 
council of ministers to-morrow. France appealed to our support 
at the outset. She received it so far as the immediate object was 
concerned. It was immediately and energetically given. It 
appears to have been named by the French minister in public 
inclusively with that of other Powers. Under these circumstances 
it is our duty to represent the' immense responsibility which will 
rest upon France, if she does not at once accept as satisfactory and 
conclusive, the withdrawal of the candidature of Prince Leopold. t 

The substance of this note was despatched to Paris at 
2.30 a.m. on the morning of July 13. It did not reach Lord 
Lyons till half-past nine, when the council of ministers had 
already been sitting for half an hour at St. Cloud. The 
telegram was hastily embodied in the form of a tolerably 
emphatic letter and sent by special messenger to St. Cloud, 
where it was jflaced in M. de Gramont’s hand, at the table at 
which he and the other ministers were still sitting in council 
in the presence of the Emperor and the Empress. 2 At the 

1 The Rothschild telegram was : — 2 No. 30. Correspondence respecting 

The Prince has given up his candi- tlienegotiations preliminary to the war 

dature. The French are satisfied. between France and Prussia, 1S70. 
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On July 13 Gramont asked Lord Lyons whether he could 
count upon the good offices of England in obtaining the 
prohibition of any future candidature, at the same time 
giving him a written assurance that this would terminate 
the incident. Lord Lyons declined to commit himself, and 
referred home for instructions. The cabinet was hastily 
summoned for noon on the 14th. It decided that the demand 
could not be justified by France, and at the same time took 
a step of which Gramont chose to say, that it was the one act 
done by the English government in favour of peace. They 
suggested to Bismarck that as the King of Prussia had con- 
sented to the acceptance b}^ Prince Leopold of the Spanish 
crown, and had thereby, in a certain sense, become a party 
to the arrangement, so he might with perfect dignity com- 
municate to the French government his consent to the 
withdrawal of the acceptance, if France waived her demand 
for an engagement covering the future. This suggestion 
Bismarck declined (July 15) to bring before the King, as he 
did not feel that he could recommend its acceptance. As 
he had decided to hold France tight in the position in which 
her rulers had now planted her, we can understand why he 
could not recommend the English proposal to his master. 
Meanwhile the die was cast. 


hi 

The Iking of Prussia was taking the waters at Ems. Thither 
Benedetti, the French ambassador to his court, under instruc- 
tions followed him. The King with moderation and temper 
told him (July 11) he had just received a telegram that the 
answer of Prince Leopold would certainly reach him the 
next day, and he would then at once communicate it. Some- 
thing (some say Bismarck) prevented the arrival of the courier 
for some hours beyond the time anticipated. On the morn- 
ing of the 13th the King met Benedetti on the promenade, 
and asked him if he had anything new to say. The ambassador 
obeyed his orders, and to Id the King of the demand for assur- 
ances against a future candidature. The King at once refused 
this new and unexpected concession, but in parting from 
Benedetti said they would resume their conversation in the 
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country and his minister to what, after the menace of 
Gram on t and Ollivier on July 6, would be grave diplomatic 
defeat. He had resolved to retire if the incident should 
end in this shape, and the chief actor has himself described 
the strange sinister scene that averted his design. He in- 
vited Moltke and boon to dine with him alone on July 13. 
In the midst of their conversation, ‘ I was informed/ he says, 
c that a telegram from Ems in cipher, if I recollect rightly, 
of about 200 “ groups ” was being deciphered. When the 
copy was handed me it showed that Abeken had drawn up 
and signed the telegram at his Majestj^’s command, and I 
read it out to my guests, whose dejection w r as so great that 
they turned away from food and drink. On a repeated 
examination of the document I lingered upon the authorisa- 
tion of his Majesty, which included a command, immediately 
to communicate Benedetti’s fresh demand and its rejection 
to our ambassadors and to the press. I put a few questions 
to Moltke as to the extent of his confidence in the state of 
our preparations, especially as to the time they would still 
require in order to meet this sudden risk of war. He 
answered that if there was to be war he expected no advan- 
tage to us by deferring its outbreak. . . . Under the con- 
viction that war could be avoided only at the cost of the 
honour of Prussia, I made use of the royal authorisation to 
publish the contents of the telegram ; and in the presence 
of my two guests I reduced the telegram by striking out 
words, but without adding or altering, to the following form : 

“ After the news of the renunciation of the hereditary Prince 
of Hohenzollern had been officially communicated to the 
imperial government of France by the royal government of 
Spain, the French ambassador at Ems further demanded of 
his Majesty the King that he would authorise him to 
telegraph to Paris that his Majesty the King bound himself 
for all future time never again to give his consent if the 
Hohenzollerns should renew their candidature. His Majesty 
the King thereupon decided not to receive the French 
ambassador again, and sent to tell him through the aide- 
de-camp on duty that his Majesty had nothing further to 
communicate to the ambassador.” The difference in the 
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: readied Paris. For a second time the 14tli day of July 
was to he a date of doom in French history. The Emperor 
and his council deliberated on the grave question of call- 
ing out the reserves. The decisive step had been pressed 
by Marshal Lebceuf the night before without success. He 
now returned to the charge, and this time his proposal 
was resolved upon. It was about four o’clock. The mar- 
shal had hardly left the room before new scruples seized 
his colleagues. The discussion began over again, and mis- 
givings revived. The Emperor showed himself downcast 
and worn out. Towards five o’clock somebody came to tell 
them it was absolutely necessary that ministers should 
present themselves before the Chambers. Gramont rose and 
told them that if they wished an accommodation, there was 
still one way, an appeal to Europe. The word congress was 
no sooner pronounced than the Emperor, seized by extra- 
ordinary emotion at the thought of salvation by his own 
favourite chimera, was stirred even to tears. An address to 
the Powers was instantly drawn up, and the council broke 
off. At six o’clock Leboeuf received a note from the Emperor, 
seeming to regret the decision to call out the reserves. On 
Leboeuf s demand the council was convoked for ten o’clock 
that night. In the interval news came that the Eins tele- 
gram had been communicated to foreign governments. As 
Bismarck had calculated, the affront of the telegram was 
aggravated by publicity. At ten o’clock the council met, 
and mobilisation was again considered. By eleven it was 
almost decided that mobilisation should be put off. At eleven 
o’clock a foreign office despatch arrived, and was read at the 
council. What was this despatch, is not yet known — perhaps 
from the French military agent at Berlin, with further news 
of Prussian preparations. It was of such a kind that it 
brought about an instant reaction. The orders for mobilisa- 
tion were maintained. 1 

Count Benedetti again, but only to excellency whether Bcnedetti’s fresh 
let him be informed through an aide- demand and its rejection should not 
de-camp : That his Majesty has now be at once communicated both to our 
received from the Prince confirmation ambassadors and to the press.’ (ii. 
of the news which Benedetti had p. OG). . 

already received from Paris, and has 1 See So tel, Ilht. diplomatique dt 
nothing further to say to the arnbas- In guerre Jrauco-allcmandc (lS7o), 1 . 
sador. His Majesty leaves it to your pp. 169-71. 
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■Just as Bismarck said that England ought to have 
' prevented the war, Frenchmen also said that we ought 
to have held the Emperor back. With what sanction 
could Mr. Gladstone have enforced peremptory counsel? 
Was France to be made to understand that England would 
go to war on the Prussian side ? Short of war, what 
more could she have done? Lord Granville had told 
Gramont that he had never in despatch or conversation 
admitted that after the French had received satisfaction in 
substance, there was a case for a quarrel on pure form. 
The British cabinet and their ambassador in Paris had re- 
doubled warning and remonstrance. If the Emperor and his 
advisers did not listen to the penetrating expostulations of 
Thiers, and to his vigorous and instructed analysis of the 
conditions of their case, why should they listen to Lord 
Granville ? Nor was there time, for their precipitancy had 
kindled a conflagration before either England or any other 
Power had any chance of extinguishing the blaze : 1 

To Michel Chevalier Mr. Gladstone wrote a fewdays later: — 

I cannot describe to you the sensation of pain, almost of 
horror, which has thrilled through this country from ,end to end. 
at the outbreak of hostilities, the commencement of the work of 
blood. I suppose there was a time when England would have 
said, ‘Let our neighbours, being, as they are, our rivals, waste 
their energies, their wealth, their precious irrevocable lives, in 
destroying one another: they will be the weaker, we shall be 
relatively the stronger.’ But we have now unlearned that bad 
philosophy ; and the war between France and Prussia saddens the 
whole face of society, and burdens every man with a personal 
grief. We do not pretend to be sufficient judges of the merits: 

I now mean by ‘we’ those who are in authority, and perhaps in a 
condition to judge least ill. We cannot divide praise and blame 

1 ‘II fallaifc donner a l’Europe 3e cabinet que nous avons la guerre.’— 
temps d’interyeuir,cequi n’empechait Thiers, in the Chamber, July 15, 1S70. 
pas que vos armements continu- For this line of contention he was 
assent, et il ne fallait pas se hater, called an ‘ unpatriotic trumpet of 
4e venir ici dans le moment oh la disaster,’ and other names commonly 
susceptibility francaise devait etre la bestowed on all men in all countries 
plus exigeante, des’faits qui devaient who venture to say that what chances 
causer une irritation dangereuse. . . . for the hour to be a popular war is a 
Ce n’est pas pour l’intdret essentiel blunder, 
de la France, c’est par la faute du 
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NEUTRALITY AND ANNEXATION 
( 1870 ) 

The immediate purpose with which Italians and Germans effected 
the great change in the European constitution was unity, not liberty. 
They constructed not securities but forces. Maehiavelli’s time had 
come. — Acton. 

J i The war is a grievous affair,’ Mr. Gladstone said to Brand, 
‘ and adds mucli to our cares, for to maintain our neutrality 
in such a case as this, will be a most arduous task. On the 
face of the facts France is wrong, hut as to personal trust- 
worthiness the two moving spirits on the respective sides, 
Napoleon and Bismarck, are nearly on a par.’ His individual 
activity was unsparing. He held almost daily conferences 
with Lord Granville at the foreign office; criticised and 
minuted despatches ; contributed freely to the drafts. 
‘There has not, I think,’ he wrote to Bright (Sept. 12), ‘been 
a single day on which Granville and I have not been in 
anxious communication on the subject of the war.’ When 
Lord Granville went to Walmer he wrote to Mr. Gladstone, 

‘ I miss our discussions here over the despatches as they come 
in veiy much.’ ‘ I hope I need not say that while you are 
laid up with gout at Walmer,’ Mr. Gladstone wrote in October, 

‘ I am most ready to start at a few hours’ notice at any time 
of day or night, to join you upon any matter which you may 
find to require it. Indeed I could not properly or with 
comfort remain here upon any other terms.’ Details of this 
agitating time, with all its convulsions and readjustments, 
belong to the history of Europe. The part taken by Mr. 
Gladstone and his cabinet was for several months in pretty 
close harmony with the humour of the country. It will be 
enough for us to mark their action at decisive moments. 
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by time, if France, while keeping her powder dry, were to 
persevere in a prudent abstention. Bismarck believed that 
Moltke’s preparations were more advanced than Napoleon’s. 
It was his interest to strike before any French treaties of 
alliance were signed. The Spanish crown was an occasion. It 
might easily become a pretext for collision if either France or 
Germany thought the hour had come. If the Hohenzollern 
candidate withdrew, it was a diplomatic success for France 
and a humiliation to Germany ; if not, a king from Prussia 
planted across the Pyrenees, after the aggrandizements of 
north German 'poAver in 1864 and 1866, was enough to 
make Richelieu, Mazarin, Louis xiv., Bonaparte, even Louis 
Philippe, turn in their graves. 

On June 27, 1S70, Lord Clarendon died, and on July 6 
Lord Granville received the seals of the foreign department 
from the Queen at Windsor. The new chief had visited his 
office the day before, and the permanent under- secretary 
coming into his room to report, gave him the most remark- 
able assurance ever received by any secretary of state on 
first seating himself at his desk. Lord Granville told the 
story in the House of Lords on July 11, when the crash of 
the fiercest storm since Waterloo was close upon them : — 

The able and experienced under-secretary, Mr. Hammond, at the 
foreign office told me, it being then three or four o’clock, that 
with the exception of the sad and painful subject about to be 
discussed this evening [the murders by brigands in Greece] he 
had never during his long experience known so great a lull in 
foreign affairs, and that he was not aware of any important 
question that I should have to deal Avitb. At six o’clock that 
evening I received a telegram informing me of the choice that 
had been made by the provisional goA r ernment of Spain of Prince 
Leopold of Hohenzollern, and of his acceptance of the offer. I 
went to Windsor the folloAving day, and had the honour of 
receiving the seals of the foreign office from her Majesty. On 
my return I saAV the Marquis de Lavalette, Avho informed me of 
the fact Avhicli I already kneAV, and in energetic terms remarked 
on the great indignity thus offered to France, and expressed the 
determination of the government of the Emperor not to permit 
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government at Berlin 'effectually to discourage a project 
fraught with risks to the best interests of Spain. 5 The 
draft of this despatch was submitted by Lord Granville 
to Mr. Gladstone, who suggested a long addition after- 
wards incorporated in the text. The points of his ad- 
dition were an appeal to the magnanimity of the King 
of Prussia ; an injunction to say nothing to give ground for 
the supposition that England had any business to discuss 
the abstract right of Spain to choose ,her own sovereign; 
that the- British government had not admitted Prince 
Leopold’s acceptance of the throne to justify the immedi- 
ate resort to arms threatened by France ; but that the 
secrecy with which the affair had been conducted was a 
ground for just offence, and the withdrawal of the prince 
could alone repair it. 1 Austria made energetic representa- 
tions at Berlin to the same effect. In sending this addition 
to Lord Granville, Mr. Gladstone says (July 8), 'I am 
doubtful whether this despatch should go till it has been 
seen by the cabinet, indeed I think it should not, and 
probably you mean this. The Queen recollects being told 
something about this affair by Clarendon — without result 
— last year. I think Grainont exacts too much. It would 
never do for us to get up a combination of Powers in this 
difficult and slippery matter.’ 

Events for a week — one of the great critical weeks of the 
century — moved at a dizzy speed towards the abyss. Peace 
unfortunately hung upon the prudence of a band of states-, 
men in Paris, who have ever since, both in their own country 
and everywhere else, been a byword in history for blindness 
and folly. The game was delicate. Even in the low and 
broken estate into which the moral areopagus of Europe 
had fallen in these days, it was a disadvantage to figure as 
the aggressor. This disadvantage the French Empire heed- 
lessly imposed upon itself. Of the diplomacy on the side of 
the government of France anterior to the war, Mr. Gladstone 

1 The despatch is dated July 6 in before the cabinet, and was sent 
the blue-book (G. 167, p. 3), but it to Berlin by special messenger that 
was not sent that day, as the date evening. The only other cabinet 
of Mr. Gladstone’s letter shows. No meeting during this critical period 
cabinet seems to have been held be- was on July It. 
fore July 9. The despatch was laid 
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renounced tlie candidature, or that liis lather liad renounced 
it on His behalf. The French ministers made up their minds 
that the defeat of Prussia must be more direct. Gramont 
told Lyons (duly 12) that the French government was in a 
very embarrassing position. Public opinion was so much 
excited that it was doubtful whether the m ini stry would 
not be overthrown, if it went down to the Chamber and 
announced that it regarded the affair as finished, without 
having obtained some more complete satisfaction from 
Prussia. So the Emperor and his advisers flung themselves 
gratuitously under Bismarck’s grinding wheels by a further- 
demand that not only should the candidature be withdrawn, 
but the King should pledge himself against its ever being 
at any time revived. Mr. Gladstone was not slow to see the 
fatal mischief of this new development. 

Mr. Gladstone to Lord Granville. 

July 12, 11.30 P.M. — I have seen, since Rothschild’s telegram, 3 
that of Lyons, dated 7.55 p.M. It seems to me that Lyons should 
he supplied with an urgent instruction by telegram before the 
council of ministers to-morrow. France appealed to our support 
at the outset. She received it so far as the immediate object was 
concerned. It was immediately and energetically given. It 
appears to have been named by the French minister in public 
inclusively with that of other Powers. Under these circumstances 
it is our duty to represent the' immense responsibility which will 
rest upon France, if she does not at once accept as satisfactory and 
conclusive, the withdrawal of the candidature of Prince Leopold. t 

The substance of this note was despatched to Paris at 
2.30 A.M. on the morning of July 13. It did not reach Lord 
Lyons till half-past nine, when the council of ministers had 
already been sitting for half an hour at St. Cloud. The 
telegram was hastily embodied in the form of a tolerably 
emphatic letter and sent by special messenger to St. Cloud, 
where it was placed in M. de Gramont’s hand, at the table at 
which he and the other ministers were still sitting in council 
in the presence of the Emperor and the Empress. 2 At the 

1 The Rothschild telegram was: — 2 No. 30. Correspondence respecting 

The Prince has given up his candi- thenegotiationspreliminarytothewar 

dature. The French are satisfied. between France and Prussia, 1S70. 
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On July 13 Gramont asked Lord Lyons whether he could 
count upon the good offices of England in obtaining the 
prohibition of any future candidature, at the same time 
giving him a written assurance that this would terminate 
the incident. Lord Lyons declined to commit himself, and 
referred home for instructions. The cabinet was hastily 
summoned for noon on the 14th. It decided that the demand 
could not be justified by France, and at the same time took 
a step of which Gramont chose to say, that it was the one act 
done by the English government in favour of peace. They 
suggested to Bismarck that as the King of Prussia had con- 
sented to the acceptance b}^ Prince Leopold of the Spanish 
crown, and had thereby, in a certain sense, become a party 
to the arrangement, so he might with perfect dignity com- 
municate to the French government his consent to the 
withdrawal of the acceptance, if France waived her demand 
for an engagement covering the future. This suggestion 
Bismarck declined (July 15) to bring before the King, as he 
did not feel that he could recommend its acceptance. As 
he had decided to hold France tight in the position in which 
her rulers had now planted her, we can understand why he 
could not recommend the English proposal to his master. 
Meanwhile the die was cast. 


hi 

The Iking of Prussia was taking the waters at Ems. Thither 
Benedetti, the French ambassador to his court, under instruc- 
tions followed him. The King with moderation and temper 
told him (July 11) he had just received a telegram that the 
answer of Prince Leopold would certainly reach him the 
next day, and he would then at once communicate it. Some- 
thing (some say Bismarck) prevented the arrival of the courier 
for some hours beyond the time anticipated. On the morn- 
ing of the 13th the King met Benedetti on the promenade, 
and asked him if he had anything new to say. The ambassador 
obeyed his orders, and to Id the King of the demand for assur- 
ances against a future candidature. The King at once refused 
this new and unexpected concession, but in parting from 
Benedetti said they would resume their conversation in the 
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country and his minister to what, after the menace of 
Gram on t and Ollivier on July 6, would be grave diplomatic 
defeat. He had resolved to retire if the incident should 
end in this shape, and the chief actor has himself described 
the strange sinister scene that averted his design. He in- 
vited Moltke and boon to dine with him alone on July 13. 
In the midst of their conversation, ‘ I was informed/ he says, 
c that a telegram from Ems in cipher, if I recollect rightly, 
of about 200 “ groups ” was being deciphered. When the 
copy was handed me it showed that Abeken had drawn up 
and signed the telegram at his Majestj^’s command, and I 
read it out to my guests, whose dejection w r as so great that 
they turned away from food and drink. On a repeated 
examination of the document I lingered upon the authorisa- 
tion of his Majesty, which included a command, immediately 
to communicate Benedetti’s fresh demand and its rejection 
to our ambassadors and to the press. I put a few questions 
to Moltke as to the extent of his confidence in the state of 
our preparations, especially as to the time they would still 
require in order to meet this sudden risk of war. He 
answered that if there was to be war he expected no advan- 
tage to us by deferring its outbreak. . . . Under the con- 
viction that war could be avoided only at the cost of the 
honour of Prussia, I made use of the royal authorisation to 
publish the contents of the telegram ; and in the presence 
of my two guests I reduced the telegram by striking out 
words, but without adding or altering, to the following form : 

“ After the news of the renunciation of the hereditary Prince 
of Hohenzollern had been officially communicated to the 
imperial government of France by the royal government of 
Spain, the French ambassador at Ems further demanded of 
his Majesty the King that he would authorise him to 
telegraph to Paris that his Majesty the King bound himself 
for all future time never again to give his consent if the 
Hohenzollerns should renew their candidature. His Majesty 
the King thereupon decided not to receive the French 
ambassador again, and sent to tell him through the aide- 
de-camp on duty that his Majesty had nothing further to 
communicate to the ambassador.” The difference in the 
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- reaclie d Paris. For a second time the 14th day of July 
was to be a date of doom in French history. The Emperor 
and his council deliberated on the grave question of call- 
ing out the reserves. The decisive step had been pressed 
by Marshal Lebceuf the night before without success. He 
now returned to the charge, and this time his proposal 
was resolved upon. It was about four o’clock. The mar- 
shal had hardly left the room before new scruples seized 
his colleagues. The discussion began over again, and mis- 
givings revived. The Emperor showed himself downcast 
and worn out. Towards five o’clock somebody came to tell 
them it was absolutely necessary that ministers should 
present themselves before the Chambers. Gramont rose and 
told them that if they wished an accommodation, there was 
still one way, an appeal to Europe. The word congress was 
no sooner pronounced than the Emperor, seized by extra- 
ordinary emotion at the thought of salvation by his own 
favourite chimera, was stirred even to tears. An address to 
the Powers was instantly drawn up, and the council broke 
off. At six o’clock Leboeuf received a note from the Emperor, 
seeming to regret the decision to call out the reserves. On 
Leboeuf s demand the council was convoked for ten o’clock 
that night. In the interval news came that the Ems tele- 
gram had been communicated to foreign governments. As 
Bismarck had calculated, the affront of the telegram was 
aggravated by publicity. At ten o’clock the council met, 
and mobilisation was again considered. By eleven it was 
almost decided that mobilisation should be put off. At eleven 
o’clock a foreign office despatch arrived, and was read at the 
council. What was this despatch, is not yet known — perhaps 
from the French military agent at Berlin, with further news 
of Prussian preparations. It was of such a kind that it 
brought about an instant reaction. The orders for mobilisa- 
tion were maintained. 1 


Count Benedetti again, but only to 
let liim be informed through an aide- 
de-camp : That his Majesty lias now 
received from the Prince confirmation 
of the news -which Benedetti had 
already received from Paris, and lias 
nothing further to say to the ambas- 
sador. His Majesty leaves it to your 


excellency whether Bcnedetti’s fresh 
demand and its rejection should not 
be at once communicated both to our 
ambassadors and to the press.’ (ii. 
p. 9G). 

1 See Sorel, Hhl. diplomatique ih 
la guerre J'ran co-all cmaiide (1S75), i* 
pp. 1G9-71. 
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■Just as Bismarck said that England ought to have 
' prevented the war, Frenchmen also said that we ought 
to have held the Emperor back. With what sanction 
could Mr. Gladstone have enforced peremptory counsel? 
Was France to be made to understand that England would 
go to war on the Prussian side ? Short of war, what 
more could she have done? Lord Granville had told 
Gramont that he had never in despatch or conversation 
admitted that after the French had received satisfaction in 
substance, there was a case for a quarrel on pure form. 
The British cabinet and their ambassador in Paris had re- 
doubled warning and remonstrance. If the Emperor and his 
advisers did not listen to the penetrating expostulations of 
Thiers, and to his vigorous and instructed analysis of the 
conditions of their case, why should they listen to Lord 
Granville ? Nor was there time, for their precipitancy had 
kindled a conflagration before either England or any other 
Power had any chance of extinguishing the blaze : 1 

To Michel Chevalier Mr. Gladstone wrote a fewdays later: — 

I cannot describe to you the sensation of pain, almost of 
horror, which has thrilled through this country from ,end to end. 
at the outbreak of hostilities, the commencement of the work of 
blood. I suppose there was a time when England would have 
said, ‘Let our neighbours, being, as they are, our rivals, waste 
their energies, their wealth, their precious irrevocable lives, in 
destroying one another: they will be the weaker, we shall be 
relatively the stronger.’ But we have now unlearned that bad 
philosophy ; and the war between France and Prussia saddens the 
whole face of society, and burdens every man with a personal 
grief. We do not pretend to be sufficient judges of the merits: 

I now mean by ‘we’ those who are in authority, and perhaps in a 
condition to judge least ill. We cannot divide praise and blame 

1 ‘II fallaifc donner a l’Europe 3e cabinet que nous avons la guerre.’— 
temps d’interyeuir,cequi n’empechait Thiers, in the Chamber, July 15, 1S70. 
pas que vos armements continu- For this line of contention he was 
assent, et il ne fallait pas se hater, called an ‘ unpatriotic trumpet of 
4e venir ici dans le moment oh la disaster,’ and other names commonly 
susceptibility francaise devait etre la bestowed on all men in all countries 
plus exigeante, des’faits qui devaient who venture to say that what chances 
causer une irritation dangereuse. . . . for the hour to be a popular war is a 
Ce n’est pas pour l’intdret essentiel blunder, 
de la France, c’est par la faute du 
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NEUTRALITY AND ANNEXATION 
( 1870 ) 

The immediate purpose with which Italians and Germans effected 
the great change in the European constitution was unity, not liberty. 
They constructed not securities but forces. Maehiavelli’s time had 
come. — Acton. 

J i The war is a grievous affair,’ Mr. Gladstone said to Brand, 
‘ and adds mucli to our cares, for to maintain our neutrality 
in such a case as this, will be a most arduous task. On the 
face of the facts France is wrong, hut as to personal trust- 
worthiness the two moving spirits on the respective sides, 
Napoleon and Bismarck, are nearly on a par.’ His individual 
activity was unsparing. He held almost daily conferences 
with Lord Granville at the foreign office; criticised and 
minuted despatches ; contributed freely to the drafts. 
‘There has not, I think,’ he wrote to Bright (Sept. 12), ‘been 
a single day on which Granville and I have not been in 
anxious communication on the subject of the war.’ When 
Lord Granville went to Walmer he wrote to Mr. Gladstone, 

‘ I miss our discussions here over the despatches as they come 
in veiy much.’ ‘ I hope I need not say that while you are 
laid up with gout at Walmer,’ Mr. Gladstone wrote in October, 

‘ I am most ready to start at a few hours’ notice at any time 
of day or night, to join you upon any matter which you may 
find to require it. Indeed I could not properly or with 
comfort remain here upon any other terms.’ Details of this 
agitating time, with all its convulsions and readjustments, 
belong to the history of Europe. The part taken by Mr. 
Gladstone and his cabinet was for several months in pretty 
close harmony with the humour of the country. It will be 
enough for us to mark their action at decisive moments. 
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